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Homecoming parade

Willowbrook High School celebrated its homecoming last week. The week’s spe- Ing west onlo nghrldge Road and Into the school's north parking iot. Members of
cial activitles included Friday afternoon’s homecoming parade, which took piace Wik g band are p d along the parade route. The participants
in hot and sunny conditions. The parade procession began near Park Boulevard also Included several of the Warriors’ fall athletic teams, as well as members of the
and Ardmore A . Parade partici hed south on Ardmore before turn-  Villa Park Warriors Football and Cheer program.
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Warriors face the Blazers in annual Dig Pink match

The Willowbrook and Addison Trail girls volleyball teams squared off last week during District
88’s annual Dig Pink match. The event Is part of tha district’s annual Go Pink or Go Home inl-

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Valley Publishing

tiative, which ralses money
for breast cancer awareness
and research. Breast cancer
survivors in attendance were
announced before the varsity
match, and the Willowbrook
and Addison Trail student-ath-
{etes presented each survivor
with a pink carnation. Rafile
items and baked goods were
avallable to buy. The event
raised $1,375 to benefit the
American Cancer Society. Wit-
lowbrook defeated the Blazers
25-12, 25-9 in last week’s Dig
Pink batile, which took place
in VAla Park on Sept. 17. Wil-
lowbrook sophomore Maggie
Hurley (No. 14) is pictured
(teft) during the introduction
of the starting lineups.

DuPage County to offer enefgy assistance beginning Oct. 1

DuPage County will provide energy

assistance funds to help income-eligi-
ble households with their natural gas,
propane, electric bills; and furnace re~
pairs beginning next month.

The Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) of-
fers one-time help to income-eligible
homeéowners and renters. This -can
help pay energy bills or restoré shut
off energy services. LIHEAP cus-
tomers of Nicor Gas will also geta
monthty discount on-their natuzal gas
bills throngh the new Low Income
Discount Rates.

DuPage. County Commumty Ser-
vices will start taking  applications
Oct. 1 for adults aged 60 or alder,
individuals with disabilities, families

with children under the age of 5, and .

households - that have had their utili-
lies disconnected or have. received a
disconnection notice. Residents can
make an in-person appointment start-
ing Sept."17 by calling Community
Services at (630) 407-6500 or (800)
. 942-9412. Appointments will begin
on Oct. 1. All other income-eligible
households can apply starting Nov. 1.

“To qualify, household income must
be at or below 200 percent of the fed-

- or Individuat Taxpay

eral poverty level. Incpme lmits can
be found online at wwwdupagecouu-
ty:gov/liheap. To apply, you will need
to provide:

= Proof of household income from
the past 30 days. -+

» Social Security Numbers (SSN)

Identification

Numbers (ITIN) for ‘all household
members (you-can stifl apply if you
don’t have an SSN or ITIN)..

* A copy of your cfurent heat and
electric bills within thelast 30 days.

« If you rent, a copy of your rent-
al agreement that shows utilities are

included, the rent amQunt and. your

{andlord’s contact info.!
¢ Other documents foay be needed
based on your situation.

Applications will be accepted on a
first-come, first-serve basis through
Aug. 15, 2025, or unfil the funding
runs out. Applications will be accept-
ed at DuPage County Community
Services, 421 N, County Farm Road,
‘Wheaton, and at the following offices:

+ Access DuPage/DuPage Heaith
Coalition—511 Thombill Drive, Unit
C, Carol Stream; (630) 510-8720

* Addison Township—401 Addison
Road, Addison; (630) 530-8161

¢ Bloomingdale Township—123.

Rosedale Ave, Bloomingdale; (630)
529-7715

* Downers Grove Township—4340
Prince St., Downers Grove; . (630)
719-6610

» Lisle Township—4711 Indiana.

Ave., Lisle; (630) 968-2087
* Loaves & Fishes—1871

Grove Lane, Napervﬂle {630) 355-
3663

* Naperville Township—139. Water
St., Naperville; (630) 355-2444

* People’s Resource Center—201
S. Naperville Road, Wheaton; (630)
682-5402

» Wayne Township—27W031
North Ave., West Chicago; (630) 231-
7140

s West Suburban Community Pan-
try—6809 Hobson Valley Drive,
#118, Woodridge; (630) 512-9921

« Winfield Township—130 Arbor

Ave., West Chicago; (630) 231-3573 -

» Milton Township—1492 N. Main
St., Wheaton; (630} 653-5220

*» York Township—1052 S. Meyers
Road, Lombard; (630) 627-3354

For more information, visit www.
dupagecounty.gov/liheap or liheapill-
inois.com.
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Shift in DMV
facility hours
announced

Tlinois Secretary of State Alexi
Giannoulias announced a change
in DMV facility operating hours
across the state next week 1o align
with higher customer demand in the
morning.

Beginning ‘this week, Ilinois
DMV locations will be open to
customers Monday through Friday
from 7:30 am. 1o 5 p.m., a half an
hour earlier than the previous hours
of 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Facilities that
offer services on Saturday will also
change hours from 8 am.-12:30
p-m. to 7:30 a.m. to noon on Satur-
days.

Senior facilities located in Ad-
dison, Bridgeview, Calumet Park,
Evanston and Westchester will re-
main the same 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday-Friday. The Roscoe Ex-
press DMV will stay open 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Wednesday-Friday and the
Orland Township DMV hours will
remain § a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Fri-

ay.
“Since Day One, our priority has
been to provide the best possible
DMV experience and service to
our customers,” Giannoulias said.
“We listened to feedback and ao-
alyzed the data to determine when
our customers need us most, As a
result, we're adjusting our hours to
align our operations with their busy
schedules so they can conveniently

access services without disrupting -

their routine.”

A data-driven analysis revealed-

‘customer demand is generally high-
er in the morning than in the early
evening. By opening facilities ear-
lier, the office aims to enhance ser-

vice accessibility while reducing -

wait times.
The new facility hours will be im-

-plemented at most, but not all, Ili-

nois DMV facilities. To-check facil-
ity hours, make an appointment or
apply for online services, customers
are encouraged to visit www.ilsos.
gov.
Lombard hours:

* Monday-Friday, 7:30 am. to 5
pm. and Saturday, 7:30 a.m. to
noon.

St. Alexander’s to
hold its Crafteis’

Holiday and Bake
Sale on Saturday

St. Alexander’s Council of Catho-

“lic Women (CCW) is holding its an-

nual Crafters’ Holiday and Bake Sale
this Saturday, Sept. 28, from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. in the St. Alexander Parish
Hall, located at 230 S. Cornell Ave.,
Villa Park.

There will be items for everyone,
for the home, for gifts, for fun, for
the holidays. There will also be a
bake sale with homemade goodies.
Additionally, there will be an all-
day concession area, featuring lunch
itemns and homemade soup.

‘There is ample parking, and ad-
mission is free.
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| A tough
loss for the
Warriors

Willowbrook's footbaill
| team lost its homecom-
ing game on Friday night,
dropping an 18-16 deci-
slon to Downers Grove
South in Villa Park. The
Warriors led the vislting
Mustangs 10-0 at half-
time of the West Subur-
ban Gold Conference
game. Downers Grove
South scored 18 unan-
swered points in the sec-
ond half to take an 18-10
Iead. Willowbrook cut the
| Mustangs’ lead to 18-16
| on senior Jordan Pate’s
20-yard touchdown re-
ception with 2:24 left in

were unable to convert a

subsequent two-point conversion run that could have evened the score. Pate (No. 12) is plctured during
his fourth-quarter touchdown catch from junior quarterback Jahonise Reed. Pate scored his team’s first
_touchdown of the contest on an 85-yard reception in the second quarter. Willowbrook dropped to 1-3
overall and 1-1 in conference action after its ioss to the Mustangs. Downers Grove South won the 2022
and 2023 conference titles with perfect 6-0 West Suburban Gold records in each season. With Friday’s
victory, the Mustangs earned their 18" consecutive conference win.

Hinsdale Central.

l

A good Week for the Warriors

| its 2024 season record to 14-3 with a palr of

| tini Catholic 25-20, 17-25, 25-23 in an excit-

CHRAIS FOX PHOTO Aock Vallsy Publistiing

nie Marinier added eight digs each for the Wan'lors, while Junior Julia Amin tallied three kills, three
blocks and two digs. The Warriors’ season continues with this week’s matches against Morton and

| 6) supplied 10 kills, 13

Willowbrook's girls volleyball {eam raised

home victories last week. The Warrlors beat
Addison Trail 25-12, 25-9 in a West Suburban
Gold Conference match inVilla Park on Sept.
17. Two days later, Willowbrook edged Mon-

Ing non-conference contest. Senior Hannah
Kenny of the Warriors provided eight kills,
six assists and four digs In last week’s win
over the Blazers. Willowbrook Junior Kendall
Norton contributed 10 asslsts, six digs and
two aces against Addison Trail. The Warriors
raised their conference record to 2-0 with
last week’s win over the Blazers. Kenny (No.
and eight digs
in the Sept. 19 battle against Montini. Nor-
ton piled up nine assists, five digs and two
aces against the Broncos. Willowbrook se-
nior Wendy Pollak bashed seven kills in the
three-game victory, while senior Lily Javier
delivered five kills, six digs and two aces.
Senlor Giada Crocetti and sophomore Mela-

the game. The Warrlors-

Winning touchdown

Willowbrook's
flag football téam
rallied from a 21-6

deficit to defeat

Taft High School
27-21Ina Sept. 17
contest In Villa Park,
Witlowbrook senlor
Bella Giannottl broke
a 21-21 tie when she
scored a touchdown
with about 35 |
seconds fo play.
Giannotti is pictured
as she crosses the
goat line for what
turned out to be

the game-winning
touchdown.
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A pair of aces

Two members of Montini Catholic’s boys golf team’ shot ha
in-one last week. Junior Charlie Paciga {above left), a Villa Park
Ident, made a hole-in-one on the par-3 eighth hole during the Bi
cos’ Sept. 17 dual meet against DePaul College Prep at Herit
QOaks Golf Club In Northbrook. Two days later, Montini junior L
©O’Dea (above right) made a hole-in-one on the par-3 third hole of
18-hole course at ths Village Links of Glen Ellyn.
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Homecoming at Glenbard East

.The members of Glenbard East’s 2024 homecoming court were introduced during
halftime of Friday night’s varsity football game against Eimwood Park. This year's
homecoming court at the school Inciudes seniors Jonas Ong and Audrey Beales

Maria Green and Nell Garcines (below left); and
Elijah Cardona (below right).

_(above left); junlors Angel Martinez and Anahi Gonzalez (above right) suphumores
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Mustangs rally to beat Willowbrook 18-16

Warriors held a 10-0 halftlme lead, but DG South scores three second-half TDs to earn the victory

' The Willowbrook football team
suffered a heartbreaking loss in its
homecoming game on Friday night,
falling 18-16 to Downers Grove
South in 2 West Suburban Gold Con-
ference battle in Villa Park.

The Warriors dropped to 1-3
overall and 1-1 in conference play.
Downers Grove South improved to
2-2 overall and 1-0 in conference
action.

Willowbrook's annual clash with
the Mustangs has served as the nnof-
ficial conference championship game
in recent years. In 2021, the Warriors
won the conference title with a 6-0
West Suburban Gold mark, while
Downers Grove South went 5-1 in
conference action. In that year’s
meeting, Willowbrook beat the Mus-
tangs 34-7 in Villa Park (on Sept. 17,
2021). That result marked Downers
Grove South’s last conference loss.

The Mustangs finished their 2021
‘West Suburban Gold season with
five straight wins. In both the 2022
and 2023 seasons, Downers Grove
South won. the conference title with
a 6-0 record. Willowbrook posted
a 5-1 conference record- in 2022,

losing only to the Mustangs. The
‘Warriors turned in another 5-1 con-
ference record in 2023. Once again,
their only West Suburban Gold loss
carne against the Mustangs.

Downers Grove South’s program
won its 18" straight conférence game
when it rallied to prevail at Willow-
brook on Friday.

The Warriors led the Must

riors” 40-yard line. After a Mustang
defender fell down, Pate had an open
path to the end zone. He sprinted
down the middle of the field for the
touchdown, which delighted Wil-
lowbrook’s spirited crowd.

Romano made the ensuing ex-
tra-point kick to give the Warriors a
10-0 lead.

The Mustangs advanced the ball

10-0- through one half. of Fnday ]
meeting, which took place in warm
conditions. Willowbrobk senior
Dean Romano gave his team a 3-0
lead when he kicked a 47-yard field
goal with about five minutes left in
the first quarter.

Near the end of the first quarter,
senior KJ Rhodes of the Warriors
intercepted a long Downers Grove
South pass near the Willowbrook
goal line. The Warriors’ offense then
took the field and began its drive at
its own 1-yard line.

Willowbrook's- drive continued
into the second quarter, and ended
with senior Jordan Pate’s 85-yard
touchdown reception from junior
quarterback Jahonise Reed. Pate
caught Reed’s pass near the War-

inside Willowbrook’s 5-yard line in
the closing seconds of the first half.
The Warriors delivered a defensive
stop. on the final play of the half—
driving a running play backwards for
a 5-yard loss.

The Mustangs scored their first
touchdown of the game after forc-
ing Willowbrook to pnnt from poor
field position. Downers Grove South
fielded the punt near the Warriors’
35-yard line and returned the ball
to Willowbrook’s 17-yard line. Mo-

ter set up the Mustangs’ next touch-
down—a 10-yard touchdown pass
on a fourth-and-10 play. Downers
Grove South then tried and failed a
two-point conversion pass and held a
12-10 lead with less than eight min-
utesleft in the game.

Downers Grove South raised its
lead to 18-10 on a 54-yard touch-
down Tun with less than five minutes
to play. The Mustangs missed the en-
suring extra-point kick.

A 20-yard pass from Reed to
Rhodes on a fourth-and-seven play
kept the Warriors” next offensive
drive alive. A short time later, Reed
threw a 20-yard touchdown pass to
Pate, who caught the ball in the end
zone with 2:24 to play.

The Warriors then tried a two-
point - conversion run that would
have tied the score, but the Mustangs
made a tackle in the backfield to
intain their 18-16 lead.

ments later, the Mustangs delivered
a 1-yard touchdown run on the final
play of the third quarter. Downers
Grove South missed -the exira-point
kick, which left Willowbrook’s lead
at 10-6.

A 59-yard pass in the fourth guar-

‘Willowbrook’s ensuing onside

kick went out of bounds. The Mus-.

tangs could not secure a first down
on their subsequent drive and punt-
ed the ball away with about 1:20 to
play. After the ball hit the turf on the

punt, it bounced and hit a Willow-
brook player in the back as he was
sprinting off the field. The Mustangs
recovered the ball and ran out the
clock.

“I told them that they’re probably
two handfuls of plays away from
being 4-0,” said Willowbrook coach
Nick Hildreth in stating what he told
the Warriors after Friday’s loss. “But
alack of execution in spots puts us in
a situation where we're 1-3.”

Willowbrook opened its 2024
season with close losses to Glenbard
East and Glenbard North before de-
feating Addjson Trail on Sept. 13. |

“All their goals are still in front
of them,” added Hildreth while look-
ing to the team’s final five games of
the regular season, all of which are
winnable contests for Willowbrook.
“There are things we’ve got to clean
wp.”

The Warriors’ season continues .
with this Friday’s conference game
at Hinsdale South (2-2 overalt and
1-1 in the'conference). The Hornets
fell to 2-2 after losing 28-21 in Fri-
day’s conference contest against Ad-
dison Trail.



