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Warrlors football team opens its 2024

season with this Friday’s home game
against Glenbard East

Willowbrook High School cele-
brated the start of the 2024-25 school
year with its eighth Silver and Blue
Community Night, which took place
in front of a sizable andience on Fri-
day evening in the school’s stadium.

The event featured introductions
of the school’s fall athletic teams.
Some of those. teams, including the
‘Warriors” boys soccer and flag foot-
ball teams, conducted brief scrim-
mages on the stadium’s new synthetic
turf field, which was installed earlier
this summer. The evening concluded
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with Willowbrook’s varsity football
team holding a-scrimmage against
the Fenwick High School Friars.

Friday’s event also included intro-
ductions of the Villa Park' Warriors
Youth Football and Cheer program’s
teams.

Willowbrook’s stadium will be
packed for the 2024 season-opening
football contest between the Warriors
and nearby Glenbard East, which
will take place this Friday, Ang. 30.
The Warriors and Rams haven’t met
on the football field sincé 2015.
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Willawbrook High School held its Silver and Blue Community Night on Friday evening in the school’s
stadium. The Warriors® fall athletic teams were introduced during the event, which took place in delight-

.ful weather conditions. Some of those teams; including the Warriors’ boys soccer, flag football and foot-

ball teams, held brief scrimmages. The night also included introductions of the Villa.Park Warriors Youth
Football and Cheer program’s teams. Some of that program’s cheerleaders are pictured (below) during
thelr performance on Friday. Also pictured (abave and left) are members of the Villa Park Warriors’ flag
foollball program, wha are shown while running on the field during their introductions.




Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024

Federal jury convicts man _of'pdssessing multiple
firearms while trafficking fentanyl in suburbs

Man pleaded guilty to distributing fentanyl and heroin in Villa Park, 3 othersuburban communities

A federal jury has convicted a man
on drug and firearm charges for pos-
sessing mulfiple guns while traffick-
ing fentanyl and other narcotics in the
suburbs.

The jury on Aug. 16 found Omari
Andrews, Jr. guilty of possessing an
AR-15 style firearm and three hand-
guns while trafficking fentanyl, hero-
in, cocaine, crack cocaine, and mati-
juana in Mt. Prospect in 2023,

“The jury returned its verdicts after a

Appellate Court affirms murder conviction

DuPage Connty
State’s  Aftorney.
Rabert Berlin has

announced  that i
the Third Dis- -

trict  Appellate e
Court of Hlinois

has affirmed the Loy
first-degree  mur- ).

der  conviction. Donaid Pelka

of 65-year-old Donald Pelka in the
2018 shooting death of 29-year-old
Kyle Gojdas of Glendale Heights.

In his appeal seeking a new trial,
Pelka clairoed that the cumulative ef-
fect of three errors committed by the
‘Trial Court deprived him of his right
to a fair trial. . ’

The three alleged errors presented

by Pelka address the admissibility of
security video footage, the preclu-
sion of specific evidence and jury
instructions. e

On Sept. 28, 2018, at approxi-
mately 3:30 am,, DuPage County
Sheriff’s deputies and officers with
the Bloomingdale Police Depart-

ment responded to a call of shots -

fired at the Bella One Spa located at

week-long trial in U.S. District Court
in Chicago. Prior to trial, Andrews
pleaded guilty to distributing fentanyl
and heroin in Villa Park, Westmont,
Des Plaines and Hillside in 2022 and
2023.

Andrews, 24, of Mt. Prospect, has
been detained in federal custody since
his arrest in 2023. U.S. District Judge
Edmond E: Chang set sentencing for
Dec: 18. Andrews faces a maximum
sentence of life in federal prison.

25W319 Lake St. in unincorporated
Bloomingdale. .

Upon their arrival, authorities
found.Gojdas, an employee at Bel-
la One Spa, unresponsive suffering
from gunshot wounds. He was pro-
nounced deceased at the scene.

Approximately 10 minutes later,
officers with the Hanover Park Police
Department chserved Pelka speeding
and conducted a traffic stop. During
the traffic stop, officers were advised
that the vehicle in which Pelka was
traveling matched the vehicle that
was involved in the shooting.

Pelka was taken into custody at
that fime. An investigation in the
murder found that Pelka was a cus-
tomer at Bella One Spa and that
Pelka and Gojdas had gotten into a
verbal altercation in the ‘parking lot
of the establishment at which time
Pelka pulled out a handgun and shot
Gojdas twice in the torso.

The following day, Pelka appeared

.in’Bond Court, where bond was set -

at $1 million with 10 percent to ap-
ply. He had remained in custody at
the DuPage County Jail prior to his

District 88 Foundation to hold inaugural
Gathering at the Grapevine fundraiser Sept. 28

The District 88 Foundation invites
all businesses, corporations and indi-
viduals to support its inaugural Gath-
ering at the Grapevine fundraiser.

The event will take place on Sat-

urday, Sept. 28, at DeVine Wine and

Cocktail Bar in Villa Park and will
include a wine tasting, tasty treats,
live music, a raffle and more.

For full event details, go.to www.
dupage88.net/FoundationGatherin-
gAtTheGrapevine2024,

You can support this event through
the three following options. Proceeds

- ;
Obituary ———
DONNA L.

URBANOWICZ, 67

Donna L. Urbanowicz, nee Mi-
nard, age 67 of Lombard. Beloved
wife of Michael “Mickey” Urbano-
wicz; loving mother of Steve Hiro-
ta, Timothy, David, Eric, Ryne, and
lefirey Urbanowicz; dévoted grand-
mother of Kaitlyn and Tyler Urbano-
wicz; preceded in death by 2 sisters
and 2 brothers; aunt of Tany nieces
and mephews. - -

Services and interment are private;
Funeral info: 630-832-4161 or www.
steuerlefth.com.

will benefit students at DuPage High
School District 88 (Addison Trail
and Willowbrook high schoo]s).

* Sponsorship: There are two spon-
sorship levels available ($250-gold
sponsor/$100-silver sponsor), or feet
free to donate any amount.

* Donate raffle items: The founda-
tion is Jooking for donated items to
include in a raffle during the pvent.

= Daonate wine/spirits: The foun-
dation is looking for bottles of wine
and spirits to feature during the fund-
raiser. : |

The District 88 Foundatipn is a
member of the Partnership ‘for In-
spired Education (PIE) Foufdation,
a 501{c)(3) charitable organization

“that serves public school students in

District 88, Addison School District
4, School District 45 and Salt Creek
School District 48, |

Founded in 2009, PIE is designed
to be the foundation that supports
a long-term partnership with the
community, businesses, schools
and, most importantly, the c¢hildren
served. R '

‘For questions or more informa-
tion, contact District 88 Director of
Community Relations Danj Brink at
dbrink@dupage88.net or 630-530-
3989.

. The verdicts were announced by
Moris Pasqual, Acting United States
Attomey for the Northern District of

THinois, and Sean Fitzgerald, Special -

Agent-in-Charge of Homeland Secu-
rity Investigations in Chicago.

The Skokie and Evanston police
departments provided valuable assis-
tance. The government is represented

by Assistant T1.S. Aitomeys Alejan-"

dro G. Ortega and Sean Hennessy.
Holding firearm and drug offenders

trial. On June 16, 2022, following a
five-day-long trial, a jury found Pel-
ka guilty of first degree murder and
on Aug. 18, 2022, Judge Ann Celine
O’Hallaren Walsh sentenced Pelka to
50 years in the Iflinois Department of
Corrections to be served at 100 per-
cent.

In its decision, the Appellate Court
rejected Pelka’s claims and found
that the security video footage was
properly admitted and there was “no
indication of improper manipulation
of the video.” y
. The Appellate Court also rejected
Pelka’s claims that the Trial Court

erred in not allowing evidence re-.

garding bromantane allegedly found
in the victim’s backpack after hie was
murdered stating, “the autopsy did
not show the presence of any drugs
in Gojdas’s system, there was not tes-
timony from employees that he took

accountable through federal prosecu-
tion is a centerpiece of Project Safe
Neighborhoods (PSN)—the Depart-
ment of Justice’s violent crime reduc-
tion strategy. :

In the Northern District of Hlinois;
the U.S. Attomey’s Office and law
enforcemerit partners have deployed
the PSN program to attack a broad
range of violent crime issues facing
the district, particularly firearm of-
fenses.

of Donald Pelka

bromantane.” Pelka’s final claim of

abuse of discretion by the Trial Court
was also rejected with the Appeliate
Court noting that the Trial Court
gave the jury proper instmctions. In
their conclusion, the Appeliate Court

summarized “Finding no errors, we.

thus find no cumulative error.”

“I thank the Appellate Court for
their thorough analysis of this case
and their finding that no errors, let
alone the cumu]at:lv.e effect of mul-
tiple emors, were committed by the
Trial Court affecting Mr. Pelka’s tri-
al,” Berlin said. “This decision will
ensure that Mr. Pelka spends the rest
of his life behind bars for-the cow-
ardly, unprovoked shooting of an un-
armed man while he was at work.”

Presiding Justice McDade deliv-
ered the judgment of the Court with
Justice Holdridge and Justice Hettel
concurming.

DuPage County to host
Mental Health Summit Sept. 7

DuPage County Board Chair
Deborah Conroy and the DuPage
County . Health Department will
host the inaugural DuPage County
Mental Health Summit on Saturday,
Sept. 7. :

The~-summit will provide attend-
ees the opportunity to learn about
the services and support systems

- for mental health and substance use

Ireatment, engage in discussions on
reducing the stigma associated with
mental health conditions, and hear
from local Ieaders and organizations
-about initiatives to -support mental
health and promote wellness.

“Our goal is to continue to fight
the stigma swrrounding mental
health and substance use treatment.
‘We hope to bring together profes-
sionals, advocates, and community

members to address the pressing
issues surrounding mental health,
while fostering a supportive envi-
ronment for those affected by men-
tal health and substance use chal-
lenges,” said Conroy.

‘The summit will include tours of
the Drug Court program, the Mental
Tllness Court Alternative Program,
and other behavioral health resourc-
es offered by the County, followed
by a Mentat Health Expo Fair. For-
mer Congressman Patrick Kennedy
will provide the keynote address at
around noon. A panel discussion,
including leading - mental health
experts, policy makers, and indi-
viduals with lived experience, will
conclude the day.

Visit -www.dupagehealth.org to
register. Seating is limited. -

New law expands services at
Philip J. Rock Center and School

A few law initiated by state Sen.
Suzy Glowiak Hilton extends the
services offered at the Philip J. Rock

Center and School in Glen Ellyn to

children who are deaf or blind.

“The Philip J. Rock Center and
School is a vital resource for our
children with visual and hearing im-
pairments, This law gives more chil-
dren access to the'resources the cen-
ter provides,” said Glowiak Hilton
(D-Western Springs). “Our children

count on us to make decisions here in
Springfield that address their needs.
This law helps expand opportunities
for children in DuPage County.”
The Philip J. Rock Center ‘and

School is the only publicly funded’

residential school in the country for
deaf-blind students. The school cur-
rently assists nine students from age
three through 2§.

O Sl

fock Valley Publishing .

Page 3VP

Winna e

¥afn Fhono £30.834-8244
Fax 630.834-0800

The Villa Park Review is
published every Thursday by
Rock Valley Publishing, LLC,

240 N, West Avenue,
Elmhurst, IL. 80126.

" Display Advertising:
630.834-8355
Classified Advertising:.
630.834-8244
News:
630.834-8244
General Information:
630.834-8244

E-mail:
Advertising Department:
ads1@rvpublishing.com

News Department:
CFox@rvpublishing.com
Classified Department:

. Classifieds@rvpublishing.com

Administration:
Chris Fox
News Coordinator

Debra Hamilton
Adverlising Director

Pete Cruger
- Publisher

Advertising:
Brenda Garcia -
Kate McCarty

Subscriptions:
The Villa Park Review is mailed
1o the 80181 zip code areas for
$45.00 yearly. Qut-of-area mail .
subscriptions are $50.00 yearly.
For home delivery information caif
| 630.834-8244.

Reprints:

Content appearing in the
Villa Park Review may not be
reprinted without permission of the
publisher or editor.
Requests shouid be directed to
Independent@rvpublishing.com or

5 630.834-8244,

Postmaster: Please send address
changes to:
THE VILLA PARK REVIEW
240 N. West Avenue,
Elmhurst, IL. 60126

Office Hours:
Monday—Friday 11am-3pm
—
—
— o
SALINOIS P
._Assocrnxz‘).r‘t
—
—3
;. 419363




The Willowbrook High School
boys golf team opened its 2024
season with a 149-]188 victory over

" Elmwood Park at Sugar Creek Golf
Course in Villa Park on Aug. 21.

Junior Charlie Roelle delivered
the Warriors’ best score of .the
meet, firing a 3-over total of 35 on

Let’s get it starte

Willowbrook'Hfgh School celebrated the start of the 2024.25
school year during Friday night's Silver ang

event in the school’s stadium. The in
of the Warriors’ fal|
0 right) three senio,
Varinier, Hannah K
»all team won the |

at

W

the nine-hole, par-32 course, which
is the Willowbrook team’s home
venue, - .

Three Warriors—senior Austin
Coppersmith and Jjuniors Bobby
Biggs and Ben Rattana—each fired
nine-hole scores of 38 during sea-
Son-opening eet to account for

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Valley Fublishing

d

Blue Community Night

athletic teams. One
rs on Willowbrook’s girls volleybal} team-~Anna
enny and Lify Javier. The Warrlors’ girls volley-
HSA Class 4A third-place trophy during the 2023
Season. Another photo! (top
right) shows

nardo (No. 2)
flag football team waving {o the
crowd after she iIs ‘Introduced,
Earller this year,. the IHSA an-
nounced that girls
would become the
contest an IHSA state series. The
inaugural |HSA

girls flag football

- Friday’s Siiver and Blue Com-
Mmunity Night concluded with the
arriors’ varsity football team
conducting a scrimmage against
Fenwick High School, One photo
(left) from the sclimmage shows
Willowbrook junior quarterback
Jahonise Reed (No. 11). Andther
photo (right) shows senior Char-
lie Siegler (No. 3).

fi d introd
photo (above) shows (left

Junior Leigh Ber-
of Willowbrook’s

flag fopiball
32" sport to

state finals in

will take blace |
Wilowbrook on Oct. 18-19,.

ys golf team o

Willowbrook’s - team total of ‘149
(35+38+38438).

The Warriors continued their
season with Friday’s sixth-place
finish in the cight-team St. Lau-
rence Invite at Green Garden Coun-
try Club in Frankfort, Biggs carded
Willowbrook’s lowest score of the
event with his 6-over total of 78
on the 18-hole course, He finished

‘seventh among ail individuals in

the event, which featured. 48 com-

pens its seas

in Lemont. The Trojans defeated

Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024

Detitors.

Coppersmith contributed an 18-
hole score of 84 ip Friday's invite.
Charlie Roelle shot an 87, while ju-
nior Matt Ciesinski posted a 91 to
round out the Warriors’ sixth-place
team score of 340 (78+84+87+91).

Willowbrook battled against
Downers Grove North ig Saturday’s
18-hote dual meet at Cog Hill Golf
and Country Club’s No, | course

Rock Valley Publishing

the Warriors 314-352, Coppersmith
turned in Willowbrook’s best Tound
of the day with his score of 85 on
the par-72 course. Biggs shotan 87,
while junior Tommy Roelle carded
an 89. Rattana posted a 91 to com-
plete the Warriors’ scoring lineup.
Willowbrook is competing in
three meets this week. On Satur-
day, Aug. 31, the Warriors will play
in their own John Hamaunn Invite at
Course.
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- Fridayis Addison Trail's
Biue and White Night

Celebrate back-to-school at free event

£ Addison Trail- invites all stu- partnership in building positive fu-
dents, parents/guardians, alummni, tures for students. Addison Trail’s
staff, . community members and success is a result of knowledge-
friends to celebrate the start of the able Board of Education members,
| 2024-25 school year by attending caring staff members, involved
the school’s eighth annual Blue & parents/guardians, hardworking
White Community Night. It will be students, and engaged cormunity
held Friday, Aug. 23 at the Addison members. It takes gveryone work-
Trail football stadium. Gates open  ing together to achieve District 88’s
at 4:30 p.m., aclivities beginat 5.  Mission “to prepare students to be
The evening will feature a show- college and career ready in a di-
casc of the school’s athletic teams verse society.” Thig event is a time
and extracurricular activities. Be to come together to enjoy an eve-
sure to show your support by wear- ning of fun, fellowship and Blazer
ing T-shirts/gear 10 represent your Pride. -
spott, club or activity! — Admission is free! Concessions
The Blue & White Communi- will be available for purchase. For
ty Night is an opportunity to wel- more information, ; contact Dani
[ come and thank all Addison Trail Briok at 630-530-3989 or dbrink@
stakeholders for their support and dupage88.nét,

" District 88 seeks candidates in ‘ ' I AR i

S

ning " for the’ DuPage High School Through the wotkshop, you'll
. 88 Board of Education learn: ; |
during the Consolidated Election on 1. Time requirements of being a
April 1, 2025, are invited to attend a2 Board member; .

-Prospective Board Candidate Work- 2, Expectations of ibeing a Board
shop. The workshop will take Place member; . |

on Wednesday, Sept. 18. Three seats 3. How to completd the filing/peti-
will be open on the District 88 Board tion process; |

during the election. The workshop 4. You also will haye an opportu-
will be held online via Zoom. nity to ask questions!about being a

Sign up to attend the event by 12 Board member. .

noen on Monday, Sept. 16, at dup-  For more information, contact
age88.net/BoardCandidateWork- Dani Brink at dbrink @dupage88.net .
'shop2024. The Zoom link will be or 630-530-3989.

* COm; : ion - A picture-perfect evenin
f upcon'.llng 90nSO|IdatEd Electlon AbBe::rhls family eEi?_)ys a plcnlg 1an& a Ilvgz conversggon gt F[t,ock -vac\.ll?eels ol;'n T;I;Iur:da)g 'I‘\Bugdt(!
E X fh:an dl date S Wor kSh Op to b e h e‘ld mlirmtg.?;;ﬁ':m:m::;eiﬁg g:rforn‘::rguwgﬁh tha¢: g.r::)u:lm:n’imaﬂ:lr‘:,cl a gus: lr?lgute bt;n(;

—

: who are imeres}ed in run-  sent to thase who register. that performed at Rock ‘N Wheels on Thursday, Aug. 8, More photos on pages 3 and 8.
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Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024

ATPO hosts Back-to-School
Family Food Night

.On Thursday, Aug. 15, the Addison.Trail Parent Organization
(ATPO) hosted a Back-to-School Family Food Night ta celebrate
the start of the 2024-25 school year. All students, parents/guard-
Ians, alumnl, $taff, community members and friends were invit-
ed to attend the event, which took pfacé at Culver’s in Addison.
During the event, participants were able to meet and speak with

)

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Rock Valley Fublishing

Addison Trail ad|

ors and staff
from School District 88. It was an. evening of fun, fellowship and |
Blazer Pride. (Above): Representatives from Culver's in Addison,
Including the life-sized frozen custard cone, welcomed members

- of the Addison Trail community to kick-off the new school year
with some Butterburgers and that tasty frozen custard.

as well as those

Rock ‘N Wheels welcomes Bubkcherry, also 18 and Life

The Village of Addison continues
its 13th season of Rock ‘N Wheels
every Thursday through the sum-
mer from & to 10 p.m. on the Village
Green. Rock ‘N Wheels includes live
music, food and beverages from Ad-
dison restaurants, attractions avail-
able for children, and more.

Bring your Jawn chairs, Admission
is free. - / .

Hit rock band “Buckcherry” will
be taking the stage at § p.m. Formed
in 1995, Buckcherry’s portfolio in-
cludes many hit songs including “Lit
Up,” “Rescue Me,” and “Sorry.”
They have performed on many na-
tional tours and have also opened for
bands such as Motley Crile, AC/DC,
and KISS.

Opening up the night is Skid Row
tribute band “18 and Life” at 6:30.

Food, beverages,-and ice cream
will be available for purchase from
Addison’s very own: Johnny B’s,
601 Bar & Grill, Dunkley’s, Barba-
ra’s Polish Deli, Flavor Frenzy, Ta-
cos Puebla, and Lou Malnati’s.

The Addison Historical Museum
will hold an open house fiom 6 - 8
p.m., with a special presentation of

the Civil War 10th Hlineis Volunteer.

Infantry - Reenactors. The Craft &
Vintage Fair will be going on in front
of the museum bujldings.
The Addison Township Founda-
. tion & Food Pantry is collecting non-
perishable donations at every Rock
‘N Wheels evént.
The following is a list of accepted
donations: cereal, oatmeal, canned

foods, pasta, rice, sugar, coffee, tea,
olive oil, canola oil,i vegetablé oil,
any type of dried fruit, baking prod-
ucts, flour, peanut butter, jelly, instant
mashed potatoes, crackers, micro-
waved meals, ramen fioodles, mac &
cheese, spam, any séasoning pack-
ets (tacos, chili, fajita), meal helper
packets, salt, pepper, nuts, granola

bars, hygiene products, diapers (size
3,4,5), baby soap, baby shampoo,
baby lotion, baby wipes, Depends
underwear for men (small and medi-
um), Depends underwear for women
(small and medium), laundry deter-
gent, dish soap, paper towels, toilet
paper, Kleenex, papkins, Clorox
wipes, Zip-lock baggies, Band-Aids.

Bring your donations to the blue
Village of Addison tent before 8:30
at any Rock ‘N Wheels event through
the rest of the summer.

Handicapped parking is available
at Friendship Plaza. -

For more details and the complete
season schedule, visit ItHappensin-
Addison.com.

M Le

——
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This Is the band Buckeherry, which will perform on Thursday, Aug. 22 on the Rock ‘N Wheels stage In
the Addison Village Green. The evening begins with the band 18 and Life at 6:30. Buckcherry takes the
stage at 8 p.m.
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Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024

Sports

Firebirds’ U-19 girls team places second in national event

Team wins a regional title in South Dakota to qualify for national tournament;

The Firebirds Soccer Club’s U-19
girls team eamed a second-place fin-
ish in its level at the US Youth Soc-
cer (USYS) National Presidents Cup,
which took place last month in Wich-
ita, Kansas.

The Firebirds’ U-19 girls team,
which included several players from
Glenbard East High School, Willow-
brook High School and Montini Cath-
olic High School, began its journey to
the national tournament with a sec-
ond-place finish in the Illinois Presi-
dents Cup. The team suffered a 1-0 loss
in the championship match of the state
event. With that second-place show-
ing, the Firebirds earned a wild-card
-berth into the USYS Midwest Presi-
dents Cup, which took place in June in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota,

The Firebirds went undefeated in
South Dakota, winning the title at the
Midwest Presidents Cup and quali-
fying for the national event in Wich-
ita. The Firebirds won their first two
maiches at the national tournament and
eamed a tie in thejr third match of the
competition. That 2-0-1 performance
eamed the team ‘a berth in the national
final in Wichita. :

The Firebirds faced the EPIC Soc- .

cer Club (from West Virginia) in the
- Presidents Cup title contest on July
15. The two teams were tied at 2-2 at
the end of regulation, forcing a pen-
alty-kick shootout. The EPIC Soccer
Club prevailed in the shootout to win
the national title. 0=

The Firebirds did not lose a match
in lation during the tour
in South Dakota and Kansas. The feam
played a total of nine matches at the
two events, scoring 23 goals while
allowing only four goals in those nine
contests.

The TU-19 "team’s second-place
finish at the toumament i Wichita
marked the Firebirds program’s best
showing in a USYS national compe-
_tition.

The team consisted of nine girls

Firebirds lose national final in

e g

PRES!

a penalty-kick shootout

T Led
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- The Firebirds Soccer Club’s U-19 girls team battled to a second-place finish in its level at the US Youth Soccer (USYS) National Presid

Cup, which took place last month in Wichita, Kansas. The team Included several players from Glenbard East High School, Willowbrook |
School and Montini Catholic High School. The Firebirds advanced to the national tournament after winning the champlonship at the Mid'
Presidents Cup in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The Firebirds lost the title contest In Wichita In a penalty-kick shootout on July 15. Membe
the team (pictured left to right) are: (front row) Karly Harkness, Jamie Quirk (Glenbard East), Jolee WashIngton, Julia Bereta (Glenbard E
Payton Brosa (Willowbrook), Emily Coral, Michaela Quinn, Maggie Quinn, Clec Glenzinski (Glenbard East), Samantha Rozmus and A
Lucatorto (Montini Catholic); (back row) head coach Adam Hewitt, Lauren Price (Glenbard South, Class of 2024), Naomy Gonzalez (Mo
Catholic), Halie Ahrens (Willowbrook), Alexandra Jonaitls, Clara Johnson (Glenbard East, Class of 2024), Maya Reinhelmer (Glenbard |
Class of 2024), team manager Scott Rozmus and assistant coach Lee Rowbotham.

Willowbrook Athletic Hall of Fame
induction banquet takes place Sept. 19

who graduated from high school in
2024. Six of those girls, including 2024
Glenbard East graduates Ciara John-
son and Maya Reinheimer will play
collegiate soccer this fall. Johnson is
playing at Loras College in Dubuque,
Towa. Reinheimer is playing at the
University of Wisconsin-Platteville.

The teamn’s younger players will
be looking tojcompete in next year’s
USYS tournament.

main gymnasium.

Glenbard East introduces its fall
athletic teams at this Friday’s Red
and Black Athletic Community Night

Evening features brief scrimmages and exhibitions,
along with a parade of the Rams’ fall teams-

Glenbard East High School invites its students, families, friends
and alumni to its 8% Annual Red and Black Athletit Community Night,
which takes place this Friday, Aug. 23. sl |

The event, which will feature brief scrimmages and exhibitions
from the Rams’ fall athletic teams, bégins at 4:30 p.m.

Glenbard East’s varsity cheer and varsity dance teams will perform
in the school’s stadium at approximately 5:35 p.m. At that same time,
the Rams’ varsity girls volleyball team will conduct a scrimmage in the

.. The Rams’ marching band will enter the stadium at about 6:25 p.m.
The band’s performance will include “The Star-Spangled Banner” and
Glenbard East’s fight song. The school’s varsity boys soccer team will
then conduct a scrimmage on the stadium feld.

As the varsity boys soccer scrimmage begins, there will be a parade
of several of the Rams’ other fall sports teams on the stadium track. |

Founded in 2010, Willowbrook
High School’s Athletic Hall of Fame
celebrates the athletic and personal
successes of standont Willowbrook
student-athletes, coaches and contrib-
utors. A screening committee com-
prised of current and former coaches,
staff members, Athletic Booster Club
members and community represen-
tatives selects the Willowbrook War-
riors who are inducted each year.

Willowbrook recently announced
that its Athletic Hall of Fame cele-
bration will now take place during
the fall season, instead of the winter
season, to coincide with the school’s
homecoming festivities.

This year’s Athletic Hall of Fame
Induction Banquet will take place on
Thursday, Sept. 19, at The Carlisle,

435 E, Butterfield Road, Lombard.
The event will begin with a social
gathering starting at 6 p.m. The ban-

" quet and presentation will start at 6:30

pm.
Tickets cost $65 each. To buy tick-

ets, visit https://dupage88.revirak.

net/-donations-and-fundraisers/wbhs-

athletic-hall-of-fame/.

. The Willowbrook Athletic Hall of

Fame’s fall Class of 2024 inductees

are:

» Charlie Klein (Gutstanding con-
tributor—Super fan, Class of 1969)

= The 1973 baseball team (THSA
state tournament semifinalist)

« Mike - Hoerdeman (Boys soc-
cer coach, 1987-2004; Girls soccer
coach, 1993-2004)

* George Thoreson (Football, Bas-

ketball, Baseball—Class of 197C
» Kim Hockett McNamara

" leyball, Basketball, Track and 1

Badminton, Softball—Class of 1

« Dom Battaglia (Football, 1
ball—Class of 2013)

» Matt Rowland {Wrestling—]
Class 3A individual state cham
170-pound level—Class of 2016

The fall 2024 inductees will
be recognized on Friday, Sept
during the homecoming pep as
bly, homecoming parade, pre-
dinner and at halftime of the War
varsity football team’s homeco
game against Downers Grove Sc

For more information, cc

‘"Willowbrook athletic director

Sullivan at 630-530-3406, or at

livan @dupage88.net.

Willowbrook holds its Sitver and Blue Community Night celebration this Friday

Willowbrook High School invites
all of its students, parents/guardians,
alumni, staff, community members
and friends to celebrate the start of the
2024-25 school year by attending the
school’s eighth Silver and Blue Com-
munity Night. The event takes place
this Friday, Aug. 23, in the school’s
stadium.

Gates will open at 5:30 p.m., and

activities will start at 6 p.m. The eve-
ning will feature a showcase of the
school’s fall athletic teams and extra-
curticular activities. a

Admission is free. Concessions
will be available to buy.

“The Silver and Blue Community
Night is an opportunity to welcome
and thank all Willowbrook stakehold-
ers for their support and parinership

in building positive futures for
dents,” noted last week’s release
District 88. “This event is a tir
come together to enjoy an eveni
fun, fellowship and Warrior Prid

For more information about
day’s event, contact District 8
rector -of Community Relations
Brink at 630-530-3989, or at dbr
dupage88.net.



