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The Iliinois High School Associ-
ation (JHSA) Board of Directors an-
nounced jast week that Willowbrook
High School will serve as the host of
the inangural THSA Girls Flag Foot-
ball State Finals in the fafl of 2024.

According to the THSA, Willow-
brook entered a three-year contract to
host the state finals of the sport. Ear-

lier this year, the IHSA announced

that girls flag football would become
the 32™ sport to contest an IHSA
state series.

The 2024 IHSA state finals in girls
flag football, which will feature eight
teams, will take place at Willow-
brook on Friday and Saturday, Oct.
18-19. The state finals will return to
Willowbrook in 2025 and 2026.

“The Willowbrook High School
team, coaching staff, and adminis-
tration have been a model program
in girls flag football in the state, S0
it seems fitting that they will serve
as the host of the inaugural state fi-
nals,” said THSA Executive Direc-
tor Craig Anderson. “We appreciate
their passion for the sport and are ex-
cited to work together to create life-
Jong memories for our participating

“schools.”

Willowbrook launched its girls

fiag football program in 2022. During
" that year, the Chicago Bears hosted a
girls flag football state tournament.

The Warriors won the state cham-
pionship at that tournament in Octo-
ber 2022, - 3

In 2023, Willowbrook won the
‘West - Suburban  Gold-Plus Confer-
ence Tournament to advance to the
Bears' state tournament at Halas Hall
in Lake Forest.

" After losing in the semifinal
round, the Warriors completed the
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2024 stale finals, which will feature sight teams, will take place Oct. 18-19 at Willowbrook. Led by head coach Rachel Karos, the Warriors
started their own girls fiag football program in 2022 Willowbrook’s 2022 team wonithe championship at the Chicago Bears'state tournament

at Halas Hall in Lake Forest. The Warriors’ 2023 team won the third-place trophyi
season shows (bottom right - left to right) Kendall Medinger, Loralal Mcintyre, Marll

at the Bears’ state tournament. One photo from the 2023
Smrz and Lili Maclas after the Warriors' 32-0 home vic-

tory over Addison Trall on Oct. 7. Another photo (abave) shows the Wiltowbrook team after it defeated the Blazers 20-6 in the championship
game of the West Suburban Gold-Plus Conference Tournament in Vifla Park on Oct. 21.The Warriors advanced to the Bears’ state event with
thelr Oct. 21 victory over Addison Trall in the conference tournament's title contest.
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Willowbrook graduate eamns his first MLB win

Witlowbrook High School gral
Cardinals, earned his first Major

Redbirds—in May, and made his big-league debut on May 7. Roycroft is p!

Stadium In St. Louis on June 13. Roycroft, who didn’t allow any runs in that appearance, was

duate Chris Roycroft, who is now pitching for the St. Louis
League Baseball win last week. Roycroft, who graduated
called up from the Cardinals’ Triple-A team—the Memphis

School,” said Rachel Karos, the head
cosich nf the Warrinrs! program. *We
are proud 1o be parl of growing girls
flag football in Mlinos, thronghout
the U.S. und internationally. Through
the support of the IHSA and the Chi-
cago Bears, girls flag football creates
remendous opportunities for o di-
verse group of students—including
them with athletics, proyid-

d while p
In the Cardinals’ 4-3 win over the Pittsburgh Pirates at Busch

ber of the Cardinals’ bullpen, Roycroft pitched one and

the contest’s i
“at Wrigtey Fleld.
Through Saturday,
Roycroft made 10
appearances for the
Cardinals, pitching
atotal of 12 and
two-third innings.
He had a 1-0 record
with an earned-run
average of 2.84. He
allowed four runs
and eight walks
while recording 12
strikeouts during his
first 10 appearances
with the Cardinals.
Roycroft, who
turns 27 this Friday,
June 21, is 6 feet
8 inches tall. He
played baseball
and basketball
at Willowbrook.
He went on to
play baseball and
basketball at Aurora
Unlversity.

one-third scoreless ﬁl;ings in relief during his team’s 5-1 loss to the Chicago Cubs on Saturday

ing once-in-a-lifetime experiences
and connecting them to scholarships.
The inangural THSA State Cham-
pionship will be a historic event to
continue to drive the sport forward
and inspire the next generation. We
are excited to provide an experience
that promotes inclusion, access, di-
versity and equity for female athletes
in lilinois.”




