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\Warriors win a second
straight conference title

- Willowbraok’s boys gy team won the title at Friday’s
West Suburban Gold Conference Meet. The Warriors amassed

a team score of 130.5 points at the four-team meet at Hinsdale
South. Leyden (123.2) finished d, while Hinsdale South
(114.2) and Downers Grave South (104.55) placed third and
fourth, respectively. Willowbrook also won the championship at
last year’s conference meet. The Warriors’ standout performers
at Friday’s competition included junior Daniel Javier, who won
the meet's all-around title with his tolal score of 46.8. Javler
accumulated that score with first-place performances on the
vault (9.25), pommel horse {7.45) and horizontal bar (7.15), along
with second-place scores on the parallel bars (7.5) and still
rings (6.95), and a third-place finish in floor exercises (8.5). Two
Warriors—senlor Isaac Smith and soph ire Jae Ni tied
for first in tloor exercises with identical scores of 8.65. Newman
added second-place scores on the vault (9.05) and the horizontal
bar (6.6). Smith finished fourth in the meet's all-around standings
with his'total score of 39.6. Pictured left to right after Friday’s
victory are: (front row) Javier and Newman; (back row) senior
Luca Parato, assistant coach B.J. Macias, senior Diego Morales,
Junior Jacob Seremak, head coach Andy Isaacson and Smith.
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DuPage County Health Department hosts DuPage AOK Early
Childhood Collaborative Summit to launch The Basics DuPage

The DuPage County Health Depart-
ment (DCHD) recently announced
the successful kickoff of The Basics
initiative in DuPage County follow-
ing the recently held DuPage All Our
Kids (AOK) Early Childhood Collab-
orative (DAECC) Summit,

Science shows that 80 percent of
brain growth happens by the age of
three. Beginning from birth, young
brains develop like little muscles,
getting bigger and stronger the more
you and your family interact with
your child. The Basics Principles are
five fun, simple; and powerful ways
to help all our -children aged 0-3
grow to be happy and smart.

The -recent DAECC Summit
served as a platform to introduce and
implement The Basics initiative in
DuPage County.

The event featured keynote speak-
er Dr. Ron Ferguson, faculty director
of the Achievement Gap Initiative at
Harvard University. Ferguson, a dis-
tinguished MIT-trained economist,
helped develop the Basics Leaming
Network, emphasizing the signifi-
cance of early childhood develop-
ment in shaping the future of our
communities.

The Basics Principles are as fol-
lows:

® Maximize love, manage stress

® Talk, sing, and point

¢ Count, group and compare
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From left to righi: Deyanira Cabrera, Basics DuPage Coordinator,
DuPage County Health Departmient; Dr. Ron Ferguson, facuity direc-
tor of the Achlevement Gap Initiative at Harvard Universlty; and An-
drea Gargani, director of Public Health Operations, DuPage County

Health Department.

® Explore through movement and
play
@ Read and discuss stories

“The DuPage County Health De-
partment is committed to promotmg
the well-being of our cc y's

youngest members,” said Andrea
Gargani, director of Public Health
Operations, DuPage County Health
Department. “We are thrilled to
partner with The Basics initiative
to ensure that every child in DuP-
age County has the opportunity io
thrive.”

Partnerships are integral to the
success of The Basics initiative, with
involvement from various stake-
holders including hospitals, health
centers, schools, community centers,
childcare providers, churches, family
members and others.

For more information about The
Basics initiative and how to get in-
volved, visit basicsillinois.org.

The DuPage Early Childhood Col-
laboration (DECC) was established
in 2014 as a regional early childhood
collaboration to support county-level
systern development and alignment
for young children and their families,
to build awareness, and to facilitate
access to high-quality early child-
hood services and education.

In 2022, the DCHD was named the
backbone agency for the DECC." -

In the same year, the Governor’s
Office of Early Childhood Develop-
ment awarded DCHD the All Our
Kids (AOK) grant. To best support
carly childhood initiatives in DuPage
County, DECC and AOK merged to
form DAECC in 2023.

Organ and tissue donor registration campaign under way

Marking the beginning of Na-
tional Donate Life Month, llinois

“More than 4,000 Illinois res-
1dents are cun'eml}’ waiting for a
ding many whose

Secretary of State Alexi Gi -
lias unveiled the state’s annual or-
gan and tissue donor ad campaign,
which encourages Illinoisans to
sign up for the donor registry.

lwes depend on Lhepavallablhty of

a suitable organ,” Gjannoulias said.-

“The month of April presents an
opportunity to highlight how some-

Will ok world
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Willowbrook teacher |
receives special honor'

teacher J

ifer Cofona {center)

to

received the school’s Outstanding Teacher award Iast
lowbrook freshmen Meziyah Martir (left) and Emily Sain (right)
presented the award to Corona at tte Aprll 25 bréakfast to honor
the recipients of Willowbrook’s Outstanding Student and Out-
standing Teacher awards for the fourth quarter. To sarn the Out-
standing Teacher award, a staff member must treat t
passlon, create a positive learning environment, use a variety of
be willing to offer extra support,

week. Wil-

achingasa

provide prompt and eﬂ‘ecllve feedback to students and relate to
and

and persp

one’s decision to take a moment to
sign up will tangibly save lives and
why it’s so important to encourage
more people to register as donors.”

The campaign features a public
service announcement (PSA) that
urges Illinoisans to enrofl in the
Secretary of State’s Organ and Tis-
sue Donor Registry by showcasing
‘Tonisha Daniel of south suburban
Dolton, who received a lifesaving
liver tramsplant after waiting over
a year.

Television and social media ads
will run statewide .throughout the
~month. The PSA features the song
“The Scientist” by Coldplay.

Cuzrently, 6.5 million Illinoisans
are registered with the state’s do-
nor registry. Approximately 4,000

people are on the transplant wait-
ing list. Of those individuals, about
300 die waiting for a transplant ev-
ery year. A single donor can save
or improve the lives of up to 25
people. ~

To become a donor, Illinoisans
can register with the Secretary of
State’s Organ and Tissue Donor
Registry by visiting www.Life-
GoesOn. com, callmg 800-210-
2106 or signing up at -a DMV fa-
cility. The entire process takes less
than five minutes.

Donate Life Illinois partners in-
clude Gift of Hope Organ & Tis-
sue Donor Network, Eversight,
Mid-America Transplant Services
and the Natjonal Kidoney Founda-
tion of Illinois.  ~

\Village of Villa Park seeks input

on naming new recreation center

The Village of Villa Park is asking
residents for their input in choosing a
name for the village’s new recreation
center, which is curfently under con-
struction and scheduled to be com-
pleted by the end of the year.

“Our goal is to find a name Lhat
captures the spirit and essence of
our ity,” noted a
released by the village last week.
“Your input is crucial in determining
the identity of the recreation center,
so please take a moment to share
your suggestions and thoughts on
what the recreation center should be
named. Let’s shape the future togeth-

r”

Online survey is open through May 12

The online survey to seek input
on naming the new recreation center
will be open until the end of the day
on Sunday, May 12. To participate in

the survey, visit https://www.survey--

monkey.com/tfVPRCname.

The survey asks residents to select
one name for the recreation center.
There are six choices—Villa Park
Recreation Center, Lions Park Rec-
reation Center, Villa Park Recreation
Center at Lions Park, The Greenway
Recreational Center at Lions Park,
Garden Village Family Fitness Cen-
ter at Lions Park and Norma Berger
Taylor Recreation Center. Residents
can also specify another name.
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Hlttlng for the
cycle

Tha Willowbrook  softball
team improved its West Subur-
ban Gold Conference record to
3-1 with last week’s 14-2 victory
at Hinsdale South. The Warriors
scored nine runs in the top of
the sixth inning of the April 24
conference contest. Willowbrook
closed out its win by holding the
Hornets scoreless in the bottom
of the sixth- Inning. Sophomore
Marli Smrz led the Warrlors to
the win by hitting for the cycle.
Smrz went 4-for-4. She drove in
five runs and scoted three runs.
Smrz delivered a run-scoring tri-
ple in the top of the first inning.

She singled In the top of the third

inning. Smrz doubied to drive in
arun in the top of the fifth inning.
Needing a home run to hit for the
cycle,. . Smrz drilled a three-run
homer in the top of the sixth in-
ning. Her home run gave the War-
riors a 10-2 lead. Senior Karman
Rowe went 2-for-5 and drive in
two runs for Willowbrook In last
week’s conference triumph at
Hinsdale South. Senlor Isabel-
fa Dugo and junior isabel Bates
provided two hits each In the win.
Rowe pitched’ a complete game
for the Warriors. She pilled up
10 strikeouts during six innings
in the circle. Rowe aliowed one
earned run, six hits and three
walks in the victory. One day
after beating Hinsdale South,
the: Warrlors suffered a 12-9
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Rams pick up a pair of wins

Glenbard East's boys volleyball team earned
a pair of victories last week to raise its overall
season record to 14-9. The Rams defeated Na-
perville Central 25-19, 25-18 in Lombard on April
24. One day later, Glenbard East posted a 25-
22, 25-14 win at St. Charles North. Senior Aidan
Weltin (No. 11 - above left) bashed 14 kills and
served four aces for the Rams in last week’s
home win over Naperville Central. Senior Jack
Junior (No. 2-above right) handed out 13 assists
in Glenberd East's victory over the Redhawks,
whiie Junior Max McDermott (No. 9 - right) sup-
plied 12 assists. Senlor Payton Stieve added 15
digs for. the Rams. Weitin provided 14 kills and
three aces In Glenbard East's win at St. Charles
North. McDermott contributed 10 assists In the
Aprll 25 road win, while Junior distributed nine

ists. The Rams' schedul thls week includes
Upstate Eight h bod and
Elgin. Glenbard East will also compete at the
Glenbrook North Invitational, which takes place
this Friday and Saturday. -

Rams defeat Tomcats

Glenbard East’s softhall team raised its Upstate Eight
Conference record to 7-3 with last week’s 16-0 home win
over East Aurora. The Rams scored 12 runs In the bottom
of the first Inning of the April 25 contest, which wound up
lasting four innings. Freshman Ally Amrhein of Glenbard
East launched a two-run home run durlng the first-inning
or Amrhein (No. 12) Is p d as she s third
base and approaches Glenbard East coaci Dawn Chantos
after that homer. Junior Melissa Saldana (No. 7) went 2-for-2
and drove in three runs for the Rams during last week’s win
over the Tt Fi Lilly Carver went 1-for-2 with

non-conference loss to
in Villa Park. Smrz (No. 6) is pic-
tured durlng the Aprll 25 batile
against the Bulldogs. She went
3-for-4 and drove in two runs in
the game. Rowe went 3-for-5 and
drove in one run. Senior Lind-
sey Rugg went 3-for-4 with two
RBIs. The Warriors’ overall sea-
son record fell to 11-8 after they
lost both games of Saturday’s
doubleheader at Downers Grove
North. Willowbrook’s schedule
this week Includes conference

two runs batted in for Glenbard East. Amrheln went 1-for-1
with three RBIs. Senior Raya Schwebl went 1-for-1 with two
RBIs. Junlor Marley and fresh Althea Fi d
shared the Rams’ pi‘lchlng dutles In the shutout v:ctory over
East Aurora Szeluga struck out two batters In one lnnlng
four In three innil
Easl played a pair of gamas at Saturday’s tournament at
Rolling Meadows High School. The Rams opened the event
with a 7.3 win over Glenbrook South. Glenbard East lost its
second game of the day, dropping a 4-2 decislon to Palatine.
The Rams’ overall season record stood at 12-6 af the end of
the tournament in Roliing Meadows. Saldana went 3-for-3 and
drove in two runs in Saturday’s win over Glenbrook South.
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games agi D Grove
South and Leyden, along with
today’s non-conference home
game againsi York.

h Claire Bolda pitched a complete game for the Rams
in the victory. Bolda allowed twa eamed runs, six hits and four
walks In seven [nnings. She struck out four Glenbrook South batiers. Glenbard East’ s schedule thls week
includes conference gamas agalnst Streamwood, South Elgin and Glenbard South.
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Warrloys beat
the Trojans

Willowbrook’s baseball team
defeated Downers Grove North 4-2
in Saturday’s non-conference bat-
tle in Villa Park. Senior Ryan Kneb-
el pitched the first three Innings of
the contest for the Warriors. He al-
lowed two runs, three hits and five
walks while striking out three bat-
ters. Witiowbrook fed the visliting
Trojans 3-2 at the end of the third
inning. Junlor Ryan Adamczyk
(No. 32 - above) then pitched four
shutout Innings for the Warriors.
Adamczyk allowed one hit and
three walks in his four Innings on
the mound. He recorded six strike-
outs. Junlor Ryan Bannon (No. 20
below) went 2-for-3 and drove in
one run for Willowbrook during

y's win. Jory
Crocker went 2-for-4 with one RBI
for the Warriors. Willowbrook ju-
nior Chartie Siegler went 2-for-2
with an RBI, while Junior Vinny Ip-
polito went 1-for-2 with an RBL. The
Warriors Improved their overall
season record to 13-8-2 with Sat- .
urday’s win. Willowbrook raised iis
West Suburban Gold Conference
record to 6-6 by sweeping last
weelk’s three-game series agalnst
Proviso East. The Warrlors post-
ed lop-sided shutouts in all three
of their wins over the Pirates. Wil-
lowbrook’s schedule this week
includes a three-game conference
series against Morton, along with
a non-conference contest at Ly-
ons Township.




