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Willowbrook's Ahrens headed

to Barcelona Dec. 8 as part of a
program offered by EXACT Sports

Halie Ahrens, who plays for the
Lombard-based FSC Firebirds trav-
el soccer club and for Willowbrook
High School, has been announced
as one of the members of the Ex-
act 11 team by EXACT Sports—a
company in Chjicago that helps
guide athletes in girls and bays soc-
cer, volleyball, baseball, basketball
and football to achieve their goals
through college exposure, mental
training, and development guidance.

Abhrens, a center back, was nomi-
nated for the team by college coach-
es from EXACT College Showcase

Camps across the nation.’

Having played soccer for 12
years, Ahrens, a Lombard resident,
has cemented her reputation as a

. committed player. She will be cap-

italizing on this opportunity by trav-

- eling to Barcelona, Spain, Dec. 8-16

with the Exact 11 team.

While in Spain, Ahrens will train
and play games as part of the Exact
11 team against other teams from ail
over the country.

“It’s an incredible oppomm.lty and,
away o meet other players from all
aver the world,” said Ahrens. “I'm
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hoping to use my SOCCer experience
to educate myself, learn from my
teammates, and to connect wn.h oth-
er players.”

Abrens, a junior at Willowbrook,
was named Defensive Player of
the Year for the Warriors in 2022,
and was named the FFC Firebirds”
Prime Time Player of the Week last
month.

With these accolades and after
graduating from Willowbrook in
2025, Ahrens has set her sights on
continuing her sports journey in col-
lege.
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Broncos posta 1

The Montini Catholic boys bas-
ketball team opened its 2023-24
season by playing four games at
Fenton High School's Chuck Mitch-
ell Thanksgiving Tournament. The
Broncos lost their first three games of
the event before completing the tour-
nament with a victory on Saturday. -

Montini opened Fenton’s eight-
team holiday tournament with a
65-44 loss to Fremd on Nov. 20.
The Broncos lost-a 54-50 decision
1o Fenton on Nov. 22. Montini suf-

fered a 48-44 loss to Willowbrook on * g

Friday. The Broncos then defeated

Chicago’s Roberto_Clemente Com-
- murity Academy High School 55-16

in Saturday’s seventh-place contest.

Montini trailed Willowbrook: 14~

10 theough one quarter of Friday’s

game. b
The Warriors led thé Broncos 25-
22 at halftime and 39-36 at the end of
the third quarter. Montini had oppor-
tunities to overtake the Warriors in
the game's closing minutes, but the
Broncos were unable to sink some
key shots.

Montini missed a 3-point shot that
would have tied the game in the final
seconds. Willowbrook grabbed the
rebound and proceeded to make one

of two free throws with 1.2 seconds
to play to seal its victory.

Senior Tyler Pavlik scored a team-
high 17 points for Montini during
Friday’s Toss to Willowbrook. Senior
Maddox Shepherd added 12 points
for the Broncos, while junior Drew
Church contributed seven points.

Montini built a 19-7 lead over
Clemente through one quarter of
Saturday’s seventh-place game. The
Broncos’ lead grew to 35-15 by half-
time and 51-16 at the end of the third
uarter.

Shepherd scored 12 points in
Satarday’s win, which boosted the
team’s record. to 1-3. Pavlik sup~
plied 11 points, while senior Nicho-
las Lombardi contributed 10 points.
Senior Danny Petersen added seven
points, while sopbomore Colt Ashton
and junior Dillon Bagley scored six
and four points, respectively. Soph-
omore Robert Sansone scored three
points, while Church netted two
poins.

Rolling Meadows defeated Fen-
ton 44-39 in Saturday’s champion-
ship game of the tournament.

Montini’s season continues with
this week’s games at Saint Ignatius
and Glenband South.

Warriors begin 2023-24 season
at Fenton'’s holiday tournament

Witlowbrook wins

one of four games

and lands a sixth-place finish

Willowbrock’s boys basketball
team opened its season by winning
one of four games and carning a
sixth-place finish in Fenton’s eight-
team Chuck Mitchell Thanksgiving
Tournament.

The Warriors opened the tourna-
ment with 271-50 loss to Fenton on
Nov. 20. Willowbrook lost 80-57 to
Fremd on Nov. 21.

The Warriors defeated Monti-
ni Catholic 48-44 on Friday. Wil-
lowbrook completed the tourna-
ment with Saturday’s 61-38 loss to
‘Wheaton Warrenville South.

The Warriors trailed Fenton 16-4
after one ‘quarter of last week’s
contest. The Bison led Willow-
brook 37-15 at halftime and 58-31
after three quarters.

Sophomore  Jaylen  Griffin
scored 13 points for the Warriors
in last week’s game against Fenton.
Senior Andrew Ciesinski added 10
points for Willowbrook. Juniors
Filip Palutkiewicz and Jaden Roy-
a1 contributed eight points each for
the Warriors.

Willowbrook trailed Fremd 19-
11 after one quarter, 39-24 at half-

time and 62-38 after three quarters.”

Sophomore Otis Powell scored a
team-leading 25 points for the War-
riors in last week’s loss to Fremd.
Ciesinski provided 13 points and

13 rebounds. Royal added seven

points.

The Warriors led Montini 14-10

after one quarter and 25-22 at half-

time of Friday’s contest.
Willowbrook owned a 39-36

lead at the end of the third quarter.

The Brpncos missed a late
3-point shqt that would have tied
the score at'47-47 in the closing sec-
onds. Senipr Noah Boyd grabbed
the rebound and was fouled by
Montini. He went to the free-throw
line and mhde one of two attempts
with 1.2 seconds to play to provide
the final paint of the game.

Powell iscored 14 points and
grabbed seven rebounds in Willow-
brook’s win over Montini: Cies-
inski scoréd 13 points and snared
a team-leading 16 rebounds. Boyd
supplied 10 points, including the
last-second free throw and a pair of
baskets frdm 3-point range.

Senior Kenyon Rhodes added
seven points. -

Wheaton Warrenville South led
the Warriars 17-4 after one quarter
of Saturday’s fifth-place game in
Bensenville.

The Tigers’ lead stood at 32-15
at halftime and 53-32 after three
quarters. °

Powell ;provided 14 points for
the Warrigrs in Saturday’s contest.
Ciesinski $cored eight points. Boyd
and Palutkiewicz netted five points
each.

Powell. was pamed to the
All-Tournament Team "at Fenton’s
holiday eyent.

- Rolling Meadows beat Fenton
44-39 jn Saturday’s championship
- game at the holiday tournament in
Bensenville.

Willowbrook’s season contin-
ues with this Friday’s West Subur-
ban Gold Conference home game
against Morton. .

) -3 record at Fenton’s holiday event
Montini concludes season-opening tournament with a win

. CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Valiey Pub

Montini Catholic’s boys ball team started its seasor
winning one of four games at Fenton's Chuck Mitchell Thanks
Ing Tournament. The Broncos began the event with losses to Frc
and Fenton. Montinl fell to 0-3 in the tournament following Fr
afternoon’s 48-44 loss 1o Willowbrook. The Broncos completed
tournament with Saturday’s 55-16 victory over Chicago’s Re
{o Clemente Academy High School. One photo from Friday’s g
agalnst Wilowbrook shows (above - feft to right) Willowbrook se
Andrew Clesinski and Montinf seniors Tyler Pavilk (No. 4) and Dz
Petersen (No. 43). Pavllk scored a team-leading 17 polnts for Mo
in Friday’s loss to the Warriors. One more photo from Friday’s g
shows Montinl senior Maddox Shepherd {(No. 1 - left), who score
points in the t. Shepherd provided a team-high 12 poini
Saturday’s win, while Pavlik contributed 11 polnts.

Willowbrook's
boys basketball
team began
its season by
playing four
games at Fenton’s
Chuck Mitchell
Thanksgiving
Tournament.The
Wwarrlors lost thelr
first two games
of the event,
falling to Fenton
and Fremd.
Wilfowbrook
| then defeated
Montinl Catholic
48-44 on Frlday.
The Warriors
finished the
tournament with
Saturday’s 61-38
loss to Wheaton -
Warrenviile
South In the
fifth-place game.
Willowbrook
senior Andrew
Clesinski (No. 33
- left) contributed
13 points and
16 rebounds
during Friday’s
victory over the
Broncos. Another
photo from
Willowbrook’s
game agalnst

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Vailsy F
Willowbrook sophomore Otils Powell

2) was hamed to the event’s All-Tourna
Montini Catoc''C  Team. Powall scored 25 points In the War
Noah Boyd (No. 25 loss to Fremd. He provly.ied 14 polints d
- bottom left), who Friday’s win over Montini Catholic. He
scored 10 points scored 14 points in Saturday’s loss to Wh
In the contest, Warrenville South. :
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Warriors place fourth in own Thanksgiving invite
Bruschuk and Gusman named to event'’s AII Tournament Team

The Willowbrook girls basketball
team finished play at its own Thanks-
piving invite with last week’s losses
10 Montini Catholic and Plainfield
East. The Warriors won one of four
games in their five-team, round-rob-
in event to post a fourth-place finish,

Wiltlowbrook lost 60-32 to Mon-
tini on Nov. 20, One night later, the
‘Warriors closed out their holiday in-
vite with a 60-56 loss to Plainfield
East.

‘Willowbrook’s overall season re-
cord stood at 1-4 at the end of the
invité.

The Warriors opened their 2023-
24 season with a loss at Libertyville
on Nov. 13.

The Warriors hung with Montini
through the first half of last week’s
game in Villa Park.

The Broncos led Willowbrook
18-13 after one quarter.and 31-25
at halftime. Montini outscored the

‘Warriors 18-5.in the third quarter to
extend its lead ta 49-30, -

Senior Elle Bruschuk scored 11
points and grabbed 10 rebounds for
Willowbrook during last week’s loss
to Montini. Junior Ayaani Gusman,
who made a pair of 3-point shot3 in
the first quarter, added nine points
for the Warriars.

Montini won the title at Willow-
brook’s Thanksgiving invite with a
perfect 4-0 record.

Willowbrook held a 13-12 lead
over Plainfield East through one
quarter of last week’s contest. The
‘Warriors led the Bengals 26-25 at
halftime,

Plainfield East owned 'a 44-41
lead at the end of the third quarter.

A basket by Willowbrook senior
Lillian Vish tied the game at-49-49
with 4:15 to play. The Bengals then
scored seven unanswered points to
take a 56-49 lead.

Senior Tia Kelly scored a
team-leading 12 points for the War-
riors in last week’s loss to Plainfield
East.

Vish and junior Loralai Mc].u-
tyre scored 10 points each. Bru-
schuk scored eight points and
pulled down 18 rebounds. Junior
Kendall Medinger, who made a

pair of 3-point shots, contributed’

eight points. Gusman provided five
points.

Bruschuk and Gusman were both
named to the event’s All-Touma-
ment Team.

Bruschuk was ramed to the
All-Tournament First Team, while
Gusman received All-Tournament
Second Team recognition.

Willowbrook’s _season contin-
ves with this week’s West Subur-
ban Gold Conference home pames
against Hinsdale South and Addison
Trail.

Every
Thursday

L
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Willowbrook’s girls bask team finished its five-t

round-robin Thanksgiving invite last week. The Warriors complet
the invite with a 60-32 (oss 1o Montini Catholic on Nov. 20, follow
by a 60-56 loss 1o Plainfleld East one night later. wmwbrook wi
one of four games and finished fourth in s Invite. The Warrlors t
gan the event with a loss to Lockport on Nov. 16. Willowbrook eamn
its one win of the [nvite when it defeated Morgan Park on Nov. 17.T\
Warrlors—senior Elle Bruschuk and junior Ayaanl Gusman—we
named to the invite's All-Tournament Team. Bruschuk (No. 33 - abo
left) and Gusman (No. 10 - above right) are pictured with thelr med:
at the end of the event. One photo from the game against Plalntic
East shows senior Liflian Vish (No. 22 - below right) driving for
basket that tied the score at 49-49 with 4:15 left in the fourth quart
Plainfleld East then scored seven stralght points to take a 56-49 le:
One more photo (below left) from the Warrlors' contest agalnst t
Bengals shows senlor Tia Kelly at the free-throw line. Kelly scorec
team-leading 12 points Iin the game.
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Girls Volleyball Player of the Year: Calli Kenny
carried Willowbrook to new heights, third in the
state

Marquette recruit finished record-setting career with program'’s first state
appearance

By Joshua Welge

¢ Expand


https://www.shawlocal.com/my-suburban-life/
https://www.shawlocal.com/my-suburban-life/
mailto:contact@shawlocal.com
https://www.facebook.com/mysuburbanlife/
https://twitter.com/MySuburbanLife
https://www.shawlocal.com/my-suburban-life/news/
https://www.shawlocal.com/subscribe/
https://www.shawlocal.com/my-suburban-life/high-school-sports/
https://www.shawlocal.com/friday-night-drive/
https://www.shawlocal.com/my-suburban-life/enewspaper/
https://obituaries.mysuburbanlife.com/us/obituaries/chicagosuburbannews/browse
https://www.shawlocal.com/my-suburban-life/local-events/
https://www.shawlocal.com/my-suburban-life/newsletter/
https://www.thefirsthundredmiles.com/
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssCx60UY6IQbQjevydW581qSM-LKWBC-IXRI3Zl1WC9Nf8YlfklGqPFMq2baf5ZzIW-NQFkWjShuS_aMuGwUz5KRdomY08I5Evbjnoc0ruERnWu9smGMzEdRXoqwm59wzevDwquMswuMWFuK4IO8KXrMfbAMqEXnS1YQQBtLMd-CcS0KkaZ3Dc_ASFcWOd5PNZYnPPWrvGf0m6O2E_TMvm9_Frk_WBhpZtvjH6mb2Fl7BX8LahlGKg8EE3NFKFLtZ9E4ZSJEUTr9DK1GKCe-aWzwkmwGfpY8r7otvRspvhD6aUv2qUtwooxwnXquO7IHzpGyKnur29VvL5AFVCaet-BSEzIMK-9pgoTvD9uPGNfgaQKajOQJREDauum4Vc6Lk48U1rfrCO9YgzQecCAyBScipX3s0iVOzUKMXIc6lShzK5FXxNvv2jk2leAGp69UUfdmsak_xPPmWHuKPUrdq1YRhyBm4hnM7v4qWRwfjHpzdI0wyj_iBe-NGFbJvHyLhH6FabuTVwAvEH3pgqA84gKFPESc8yzNM9AhIxooJA8Kg3NEEqg1KWaPWgQUUZFUA-xyO6GmFNYSId8ZinJH-IKf5OW0ANoIZLWsPqpG9zXsJJs1p5FsfFKSzc1qRqhRcz9_ahkgSNoMdqi68XjdvOU4nukYDUsGYKVZChyNLxuwHAgH7UFhPzKymDYwa0pjkixNO0bgBhIpFj-ZyfFDYZyLSIV84r_-6myOCkeKzar2bUQRLSVzpYVD1zqwIK1pnATGExXtawLFydTiljWK2HPmWRHPwccOdSJ54d2u4CGz8n8FvtNFpT0wxHF783bpbuD17w0yie_A_DV8ngPK6uXmR9RPZs1aeONFdCeAQXhiPHMWwgL8sYBm4-fhJp2UADjHSnoVy6OTbo08ln4RfBv_hxLaaPZECjYnnuh40Ir7V382RIXCMnYu9k60p2-oEMk7_kwWD65rKAim4t_WYDIN6gNFcxeBvfwRzw7WDxZlhGKDmY-Fej5hNRZ4FaaqNYgq3yUzM8kD8oIQ4chUmcaIsWW3k4W8y3nv44SkV4A6AhcpP09RkJADvaHyCz4yLEtW8tGKu4shwg4XkMqeqjcPKtxdPQOAr8zCmdGF4hv6q-Cz9U-699n_9DmaQTA_GbBgZCWlRPXAFnCC8KZbQ_wRNhT3puuDewe6zLBOic_XPVrmLriy3VmzRlHhS7TVAnutAguRhEQPbdVNYRa8pnf2v_fHTdhPlkbP9FbVW5e9O8hJ7wz1YvrdpmoXo09y464C2d1YB7xGC-AUMvGxzvl7zIg1mfjhDQPBucBGbKQ2j1EGP7q-GMU91I_Fd4xQOLnZ9oDwx9ohQ7zit0v7sEGYJLRtOQD5gwFfOXjQPB1oasz3GmzK6G_t1pO1CDrow5hIkjAQa-ECVZ_-KuSq7Q04WphZr1qqr7gomMXXRJ-8ZW3-9uPOlah_JacegaDrrz2odtQ57JqWgk9lIpF34KpXgSPQBPxb5veCgH6q9yNYeYk_Z8RjsdrC7MvYB6Y25fXiiQp4_T_aGASNa8hcILPE8A2jWAYHbnwSlm5IPf3ExWtubaHpY7ndf1kK6b4WzD9cvJQrDWo&sai=AMfl-YRKsVvwMBQ0alR7HDPZ3MuspdGJC7qKf2VzwIGY_oGVqWDU7-DKABpfm5oI_ImMSW55sc0kUT-zSZ-4lklP47gjYsOe2y1cCMRwhJy21HOfn538eSAJwp4Pe1LClbrdHiy4UD7fx7d2LyuE13EPcSvGQdCHyJCOyFfJ_1B3KIY2fU2BESCwcWdlveeVqswfcfZd1SrzyEslGjUl_rva2L0Ikj-2MWVC-z2DEFGv1WilP_Vd2Fbcz7-b4KQ8o2jSA1OUjP9_Zm3dM6Ez_he_5nE_IjSC45P6UTXMLk1Sag&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIQz16bjbx7Z&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly8xMjNyZi5jb20&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.123rf.com/ai-image-generator/%3Futm_source%3DPS%26utm_medium%3DCPM%26utm_campaign%3DUSA%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%23display01p
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssCx60UY6IQbQjevydW581qSM-LKWBC-IXRI3Zl1WC9Nf8YlfklGqPFMq2baf5ZzIW-NQFkWjShuS_aMuGwUz5KRdomY08I5Evbjnoc0ruERnWu9smGMzEdRXoqwm59wzevDwquMswuMWFuK4IO8KXrMfbAMqEXnS1YQQBtLMd-CcS0KkaZ3Dc_ASFcWOd5PNZYnPPWrvGf0m6O2E_TMvm9_Frk_WBhpZtvjH6mb2Fl7BX8LahlGKg8EE3NFKFLtZ9E4ZSJEUTr9DK1GKCe-aWzwkmwGfpY8r7otvRspvhD6aUv2qUtwooxwnXquO7IHzpGyKnur29VvL5AFVCaet-BSEzIMK-9pgoTvD9uPGNfgaQKajOQJREDauum4Vc6Lk48U1rfrCO9YgzQecCAyBScipX3s0iVOzUKMXIc6lShzK5FXxNvv2jk2leAGp69UUfdmsak_xPPmWHuKPUrdq1YRhyBm4hnM7v4qWRwfjHpzdI0wyj_iBe-NGFbJvHyLhH6FabuTVwAvEH3pgqA84gKFPESc8yzNM9AhIxooJA8Kg3NEEqg1KWaPWgQUUZFUA-xyO6GmFNYSId8ZinJH-IKf5OW0ANoIZLWsPqpG9zXsJJs1p5FsfFKSzc1qRqhRcz9_ahkgSNoMdqi68XjdvOU4nukYDUsGYKVZChyNLxuwHAgH7UFhPzKymDYwa0pjkixNO0bgBhIpFj-ZyfFDYZyLSIV84r_-6myOCkeKzar2bUQRLSVzpYVD1zqwIK1pnATGExXtawLFydTiljWK2HPmWRHPwccOdSJ54d2u4CGz8n8FvtNFpT0wxHF783bpbuD17w0yie_A_DV8ngPK6uXmR9RPZs1aeONFdCeAQXhiPHMWwgL8sYBm4-fhJp2UADjHSnoVy6OTbo08ln4RfBv_hxLaaPZECjYnnuh40Ir7V382RIXCMnYu9k60p2-oEMk7_kwWD65rKAim4t_WYDIN6gNFcxeBvfwRzw7WDxZlhGKDmY-Fej5hNRZ4FaaqNYgq3yUzM8kD8oIQ4chUmcaIsWW3k4W8y3nv44SkV4A6AhcpP09RkJADvaHyCz4yLEtW8tGKu4shwg4XkMqeqjcPKtxdPQOAr8zCmdGF4hv6q-Cz9U-699n_9DmaQTA_GbBgZCWlRPXAFnCC8KZbQ_wRNhT3puuDewe6zLBOic_XPVrmLriy3VmzRlHhS7TVAnutAguRhEQPbdVNYRa8pnf2v_fHTdhPlkbP9FbVW5e9O8hJ7wz1YvrdpmoXo09y464C2d1YB7xGC-AUMvGxzvl7zIg1mfjhDQPBucBGbKQ2j1EGP7q-GMU91I_Fd4xQOLnZ9oDwx9ohQ7zit0v7sEGYJLRtOQD5gwFfOXjQPB1oasz3GmzK6G_t1pO1CDrow5hIkjAQa-ECVZ_-KuSq7Q04WphZr1qqr7gomMXXRJ-8ZW3-9uPOlah_JacegaDrrz2odtQ57JqWgk9lIpF34KpXgSPQBPxb5veCgH6q9yNYeYk_Z8RjsdrC7MvYB6Y25fXiiQp4_T_aGASNa8hcILPE8A2jWAYHbnwSlm5IPf3ExWtubaHpY7ndf1kK6b4WzD9cvJQrDWo&sai=AMfl-YRKsVvwMBQ0alR7HDPZ3MuspdGJC7qKf2VzwIGY_oGVqWDU7-DKABpfm5oI_ImMSW55sc0kUT-zSZ-4lklP47gjYsOe2y1cCMRwhJy21HOfn538eSAJwp4Pe1LClbrdHiy4UD7fx7d2LyuE13EPcSvGQdCHyJCOyFfJ_1B3KIY2fU2BESCwcWdlveeVqswfcfZd1SrzyEslGjUl_rva2L0Ikj-2MWVC-z2DEFGv1WilP_Vd2Fbcz7-b4KQ8o2jSA1OUjP9_Zm3dM6Ez_he_5nE_IjSC45P6UTXMLk1Sag&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIQz16bjbx7Z&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly8xMjNyZi5jb20&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.123rf.com/ai-image-generator/%3Futm_source%3DPS%26utm_medium%3DCPM%26utm_campaign%3DUSA%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%23display01p
https://ads.freestar.com/?utm_campaign=branding&utm_medium=banner&utm_source=shawlocal.com&utm_content=shawlocal_top_leaderboard
https://www.shawlocal.com/author/joshua-welge/

Willowbrook’s Calli Kenny makes a pass against Benet Academy in the 4A state semifinal Friday, Nov. 10,
2023 at CEFCU Arena in Normal. (Alex T. Paschal)

November 30, 2023 at 5:47 pm CST

Irene Mason’s first exposure to Calli Kenny, ironically, was not in a volleyball

setting.

Willowbrook’s volleyball coach was familiar with her future star going back to

when Kenny was 8 years old coming to basketball camps at the high school.


https://www.shawlocal.com/tags/willowbrook-preps/

Y

Mason knew the type of athlete Kenny, daughter of former Willowbrook three-
sport star Andrea Miller, was. So one can imagine Mason’s excitement when she
learned from former college teammates that coached Kenny in the Lions Juniors

club that Kenny’s favorite sport had become volleyball.

“Both girls [Calli and her sister Hannah], their favorite sport used to be
basketball,” Mason said. “I heard about the switch and any coach would be super
excited to get their hands on them and find out what they’re really about. Calli
didn’t disappoint.”

Y

She most certainly didn’t.
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The two sisters led Willowbrook to its first sectional title in 2021, and followed that

up with a 36-win sectional final appearance Kenny’s junior year.

¥
She saved the best for last this fall.

With Kenny, a Marquette recruit, and her sister, a Louisville commit, leading the
way, Willowbrook went 40-2, won its fourth conference championship, third

regional title and second sectional championship. Topping it all off, the Warriors
advanced to the state tournament for the first time in program history, finishing

third in Class 4A.

¥

It was a banner achievement for the program, school and Willowbrook community

that was not lost on Kenny. Rewarding their support meant the world.
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“I think it was even more special just because of how, coming in freshman year, the
reputation that Willowbrook volleyball had,” Kenny said. “Starting from that year
with coach Mason, who always believed in me and especially our team, coming up
short the last few years but being super successful I knew we could take the next
step. It being our senior year, the community coming together and our parents
after a couple playoff games, we thought oh my gosh we have to do it for our
parents. We knew how much it would mean for our coaches, parents, the

community. Everybody being a part of it made it more fun.”

Y

Kenny had 318 kills, 104 aces, 399 assists and 234 digs her senior year running a a
6-2 as a setter/right-side hitter. She holds the school record for kills in a single
season (321), aces in a single season (104), kills in a career (1,003), and aces in a
career (262), and reached the 1,000 career kill milestone in her final match of the
season. She had 17 kills and 15 assists in her final match, a three-set win over

Barrington in the Class 4A third-place match.

Those statistics, and the history Kenny made at Willowbrook, make her the choice
as the Suburban Life girls volleyball Player of the Year.
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Kenny made it her mission for this Willowbrook team to be the “GOAT,” or
greatest of all time at the school. She threw that statement out there after an early-
season match at Lyons Township, a match in which Kenny had a stunning 12 kills
in the third set to lead the Warriors past the Lions for the first time ever. Not even
a three-set sectional final with Oak Park-River Forest, which handed Willowbrook

its lone regular-season loss, would get in Kenny’s way.

“When she wants something and puts her mind to it, if there is a will to do it, it will
get done,” Mason said. “I remember using it as motivation before the Lyons match
telling her specifically we had never beaten them. She looked at me and nodded.
That is the kind of player she is. She loves those big moments more where she has

something to prove.”
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Willowbrook’s Calli Kenny goes up for a shot against Benet Academy in the 4A state semifinal Friday, Nov.
10, 2023 at CEFCU Arena in Normal. (Alex T. Paschal)

Kenny is proof that success on the volleyball court goes beyond the measurables of

height or size.

She stands 5-foot-9, relatively short for a future Division I setter and a right-side
hitter. But her explosive athletic ability and drive more than make up for what

Kenny may lack in inches.



Y

“Her athleticism and her strength really help set her apart,” Mason said. “When
you see her in person and realize she’s 5-foot-9, when she’s out on the court and
doing things she’s doing, she makes it seamless against hitters and blockers 6-foot
plus night after night. It doesn’t faze her. Calli is the old expression, it’s not the size
of the dog in the fight, it’s the size of the fight in the dog. She really brings it. Her

athleticism and ball control and skill set is so high, she doesn’t miss a beat.”

Kenny was one of Willowbrook’s better basketball players in two years playing the

sport in high school, and could also play softball. But volleyball stuck.

Y

Kenny provided a glimpse of what was to come during the spring 2020 COVID

season that was limited to 12 matches. Sophomore year, her skill set allowed
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Kenny to play out of position at outside hitter, and lead Willowbrook in kills, and

multiple statistical categories.

As a junior she returned to her comfort zone, at setter and right-side hitter.

Y

“She is the full package is what she is, wherever she is on the court,” Mason said.
“If she’s in the back row she can be a passer that other teams will avoid serving to.
Serving, don’t want to take away from that, I think she had 104 aces this season
And she gets touches when she is blocking. She is the total package. Marquette

knows that and sees that.”

Kenny looks forward to the challenge at the next level. She’ll be playing club until
the end of April, and from there do individual training before leaving for

Marquette in July.


https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuLZxWrrYS7SADdABsnVr79jPSpypHAPFlIoGbtknX_PZF0xe8P9U_WgTIhZmwdDW-2_GDL0e3szfVRiz4t7obS2-KllpqUUw1geYcSS8sm0hSwwAGX3KVyZeikG7q39ix-SRYq6Z59ILwz9ARjXRAtoRm56sxNHnW7t9zXm7sMSUOy9FqT6vEAD5yxAh0n_upDDqo825cVhrdCr1bnq5gJRG0vAJYpaISfFcRVFAzPiE5a3vom6FoLAeTfHUMyGVXUZlVUuuFI5Z4ZIVgUV6jxBQWidpvykX8CVKnwuCu4bbV1nQLGFyzvhtoqrJUhA2zhEyMXpBRto9NMAc-fQoJJxp8-l6LCDoZHyQOc4BOIALLfpfFhRAplmrNiAeihzJes31I40ZA9s1AHY2zYKxt_2crQ67LA1CKyCcdWYmbBGUNiyPhDoE1MkKy77zFHyqzLnV7Ke637fhqUWIWxbMoeXByl5HT5jquaNyhaXQGExJgimcoMOf7N7o1Xpy2TAWdSL9dEUPUBIIGVhA6nO02dGBr1QLJ7eoYEYIhWKfB-eWxQHrs_lto4A-niB8MiJQt9Chk8av-EDP_pQJ68jWLpk-u8QWJkiwmq3wd_2TSgSoPQsV1EW26RSW2xZm7hlsC0yABQsC4Kj5rVJEupjj-O-NGTyrRS35FctitNZJ1TuFqxHg1siFFvL62OyejRawHtLosIFBtFswoWuNg_nUwB6dBsw4FTLU052Zeyq1fRbAIus-434L6CDHmkqbhfvn6RadaFjDtEqejGl7lMBV4-5w-970PSzIT-vYaSuIx28ckWVcoUj-SljDu9dy8FsDKlMUrX0OljJOm8lErXp3QRxCFU60ZP8iFOD_w6Y2L1JWO8CDsZvs8NO0rfUNltOGW1K-8LsJ1Wb6O-TJ7qXjw2yDD7Mqwoc2Gsm2aAprTITEKz9pOGlcf--vpwn5oHbzMPlG7358h0cWTEGAWPGR9tlKbIF9Zdp5a0Yoyr-YGpziwcZeLXCeRZ2r5uFMIT4O-bn5pM0hxhL6h3FaCoYxhKRNUUFcGDEREszGKhLTF8CFmjNJVdvdIMPSMNAaPNIzGlT4jXlEvTTXCOvv-mi-KYbsVU30mohEP_xWp3WkdjM3TPAoorEQaK7jLiNTuUfjs_kgt26MR7DxxEIV7hERSyZKS0N1heDWEr4aHOu1phmZZGgKwLnJM2cc25jKcT3U1oPHMyePcvwUQTEnDeZMuEO8fQLTNt2FFi7yNeuy9_WZ77dnI6FFeHKPW1ZZZqYONBhVv7F1HMGt6R9G59WjsWYOdMleP4k0ZPRkzAYZvkCzDMoIreZVPd4K41mCDiLvAKa5yBFtXXwmDgtEj6onlrvYTmolYJ0HvIAD3LFD8MJ8EaRs6b0zYkrj_yD6kfd4YZQ1nweeM1DIbj4bdcbQ-x9pIrC-jgWLO-8t_GNFPW5GjOR77qPEanJ1Iu8_9a1t1LVCSEqF0dP7dfOIkWhdJ5fw&sai=AMfl-YQ1FYPag4RPeTmwQIVHDmYpiU_cYyMFvPrmimn38SyxAPPb5QV4gf9xxKDdgk-zfWH88OTO8BHYXBXZ4g2H8ZA33thH4aem0jHR2bEjwMZY5OALCj0d1_8J2SwRSM0EWDNnyC-sgMrKWqEZorgLERpWW1zsfUEM-69o9adcxOrLfPYlbVu4Wdiea5zf6MuK9L1FlB5OPeM8ALYOkstzmbJikddKtCJxiCSsY19Il-1m_MR85pIrGqXp4gONY-c6NX2epomf3RYIT7IraFuYiQDoOR1oOeSfqL-XSyI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBQgKY97PuA_&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9hYXJwLm9yZw&urlfix=1&adurl=https://join.aarp.org/bfcw23jdisdv360pros%3Fcmp%3DBAC-MEM-GOOG---dm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Ent_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus%26smt%3DCZ8WYBID4J%26keycode%3DUCW23DV1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay_prospecting%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3Ddm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Ent_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus_s-300x250%26utm_content%3Dad-ab_o-redbluetoothspeaker_v-CW23Cn_cta-joinnow_c-BFCW23Cp_ctac-red_null_null_s-300x250%26utm_term%3Dnull%26google%3D0%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuLZxWrrYS7SADdABsnVr79jPSpypHAPFlIoGbtknX_PZF0xe8P9U_WgTIhZmwdDW-2_GDL0e3szfVRiz4t7obS2-KllpqUUw1geYcSS8sm0hSwwAGX3KVyZeikG7q39ix-SRYq6Z59ILwz9ARjXRAtoRm56sxNHnW7t9zXm7sMSUOy9FqT6vEAD5yxAh0n_upDDqo825cVhrdCr1bnq5gJRG0vAJYpaISfFcRVFAzPiE5a3vom6FoLAeTfHUMyGVXUZlVUuuFI5Z4ZIVgUV6jxBQWidpvykX8CVKnwuCu4bbV1nQLGFyzvhtoqrJUhA2zhEyMXpBRto9NMAc-fQoJJxp8-l6LCDoZHyQOc4BOIALLfpfFhRAplmrNiAeihzJes31I40ZA9s1AHY2zYKxt_2crQ67LA1CKyCcdWYmbBGUNiyPhDoE1MkKy77zFHyqzLnV7Ke637fhqUWIWxbMoeXByl5HT5jquaNyhaXQGExJgimcoMOf7N7o1Xpy2TAWdSL9dEUPUBIIGVhA6nO02dGBr1QLJ7eoYEYIhWKfB-eWxQHrs_lto4A-niB8MiJQt9Chk8av-EDP_pQJ68jWLpk-u8QWJkiwmq3wd_2TSgSoPQsV1EW26RSW2xZm7hlsC0yABQsC4Kj5rVJEupjj-O-NGTyrRS35FctitNZJ1TuFqxHg1siFFvL62OyejRawHtLosIFBtFswoWuNg_nUwB6dBsw4FTLU052Zeyq1fRbAIus-434L6CDHmkqbhfvn6RadaFjDtEqejGl7lMBV4-5w-970PSzIT-vYaSuIx28ckWVcoUj-SljDu9dy8FsDKlMUrX0OljJOm8lErXp3QRxCFU60ZP8iFOD_w6Y2L1JWO8CDsZvs8NO0rfUNltOGW1K-8LsJ1Wb6O-TJ7qXjw2yDD7Mqwoc2Gsm2aAprTITEKz9pOGlcf--vpwn5oHbzMPlG7358h0cWTEGAWPGR9tlKbIF9Zdp5a0Yoyr-YGpziwcZeLXCeRZ2r5uFMIT4O-bn5pM0hxhL6h3FaCoYxhKRNUUFcGDEREszGKhLTF8CFmjNJVdvdIMPSMNAaPNIzGlT4jXlEvTTXCOvv-mi-KYbsVU30mohEP_xWp3WkdjM3TPAoorEQaK7jLiNTuUfjs_kgt26MR7DxxEIV7hERSyZKS0N1heDWEr4aHOu1phmZZGgKwLnJM2cc25jKcT3U1oPHMyePcvwUQTEnDeZMuEO8fQLTNt2FFi7yNeuy9_WZ77dnI6FFeHKPW1ZZZqYONBhVv7F1HMGt6R9G59WjsWYOdMleP4k0ZPRkzAYZvkCzDMoIreZVPd4K41mCDiLvAKa5yBFtXXwmDgtEj6onlrvYTmolYJ0HvIAD3LFD8MJ8EaRs6b0zYkrj_yD6kfd4YZQ1nweeM1DIbj4bdcbQ-x9pIrC-jgWLO-8t_GNFPW5GjOR77qPEanJ1Iu8_9a1t1LVCSEqF0dP7dfOIkWhdJ5fw&sai=AMfl-YQ1FYPag4RPeTmwQIVHDmYpiU_cYyMFvPrmimn38SyxAPPb5QV4gf9xxKDdgk-zfWH88OTO8BHYXBXZ4g2H8ZA33thH4aem0jHR2bEjwMZY5OALCj0d1_8J2SwRSM0EWDNnyC-sgMrKWqEZorgLERpWW1zsfUEM-69o9adcxOrLfPYlbVu4Wdiea5zf6MuK9L1FlB5OPeM8ALYOkstzmbJikddKtCJxiCSsY19Il-1m_MR85pIrGqXp4gONY-c6NX2epomf3RYIT7IraFuYiQDoOR1oOeSfqL-XSyI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBQgKY97PuA_&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9hYXJwLm9yZw&urlfix=1&adurl=https://join.aarp.org/bfcw23jdisdv360pros%3Fcmp%3DBAC-MEM-GOOG---dm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Ent_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus%26smt%3DCZ8WYBID4J%26keycode%3DUCW23DV1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay_prospecting%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3Ddm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Ent_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus_s-300x250%26utm_content%3Dad-ab_o-redbluetoothspeaker_v-CW23Cn_cta-joinnow_c-BFCW23Cp_ctac-red_null_null_s-300x250%26utm_term%3Dnull%26google%3D0%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://ads.freestar.com/?utm_campaign=branding&utm_medium=banner&utm_source=shawlocal.com&utm_content=shawlocal_article_local

¥
She leaves behind little regret from her last season at Willowbrook.

“Every other year I cried after our last game. Besides happy tears I had nothing to
be sad about this season,” Kenny said. “It was such a good way to go out. It was so
awesome to get the community and school together like that. I had teachers come

up to me and tell me thanks for bringing school spirit back to Willowbrook.”

Joshua Welge

| am the Sports Editor for Kendall County Newspapers, the Kane County
Chronicle and Suburban Life Media, covering primarily sports in Kendall,
Kane, DuPage and western Cook counties. I've been covering high school
sports for 24 years. | also assist with our news coverage.
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