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Girls Volleyball Player of the Year: Calli Kenny
carried Willowbrook to new heights, third in the
state
Marquette recruit finished record-setting career with program’s first state
appearance
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Irene Mason’s first exposure to Calli Kenny, ironically, was not in a volleyball

setting.

Willowbrook’s volleyball coach was familiar with her future star going back to

when Kenny was 8 years old coming to basketball camps at the high school.

Willowbrook’s Calli Kenny makes a pass against Benet Academy in the 4A state semifinal Friday, Nov. 10,

2023 at CEFCU Arena in Normal. (Alex T. Paschal)

https://www.shawlocal.com/tags/willowbrook-preps/


Mason knew the type of athlete Kenny, daughter of former Willowbrook three-

sport star Andrea Miller, was. So one can imagine Mason’s excitement when she

learned from former college teammates that coached Kenny in the Lions Juniors

club that Kenny’s favorite sport had become volleyball.

“Both girls [Calli and her sister Hannah], their favorite sport used to be

basketball,” Mason said. “I heard about the switch and any coach would be super

excited to get their hands on them and find out what they’re really about. Calli

didn’t disappoint.”

She most certainly didn’t.

https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvokqze5RT8-WiZ_ql4weUpYAvwwWc-qdKiuJgO8P-31HmUlgXZJ9g2a1VUa73JKvU2e1mPbvKSaN6dSDNg2cWbHcDE3lveDcVBbSrWIjdvsYVRPakpFr9Sc67d6B8122oJKELJlf08vF56fdZUUuDZ2FdV3wwT7TvCAynmNqMUqtoKe2TnVNrRPDPUpsVTJvY4qSjgkNGFFyay6dd-JJ4KQj3o1pgf4TDFWuzUlzxs5FDRI_yrElp_AikHwYVWiXyl79MWi_wZ7wcy5kk41eeBRPuUE1R4gIhcCmCLrAq0ZwiGCRxfu5FmPaYifopXqMMftpYMTig00aMLzvIJK7g8E0GA4Sl_IVvF71ooFzQlLZyz3tUo5NPIrhwUytuQdrIxFJS1jPHLxoL09-kimPWxRxAbopvZ7GOga2acaWuqBcyEn1gHcyJo9FcBptycvRxWBR5BstI9Rg_vExQlSvFKGB5YRu5VRHw1cGxrdAEP2MUb94XLJWS8w_wHyx8i32KrzrXe7Zrr_cGZKZba7MZnvOsU8NdcWcSMbMyHS1WzmbjKa3zGYg_vhNGGtk0lzghOg-3iD_lttQUD33QZJ7Ytw0Hbd2Iy4Fs6LX2cfCwatFZHLzz1QpmU9xIiGrBtF4_EbyGc9kn1NrOeAfjpnwWoJ-Sd8JTmvpRIQgUX8aEiJmyBWT5XlhSaSh0OqRFcFxi6zUZjBkBexqrrFe9u5D3yGyVpAxZX0YeS0fJnuMfK8CFPOea2dxdVB3lNaEgZeLjkcspdYKtn3OvFIUwjfKb0GyUql3PJGUEPqhzmSIivRJt-naJYpn04DDw5q0ktYgw54OBxLBRj15947GunC-W0KOtCAelXlUSS3sq56mMDgJigna-dy30_j_yRhSALHtV-JENMv6e-dnjDbBnR7K0z4qxTsHVEX0LOFpfqQmpK8GFuKalcOQJrIYhaldtFvAS0FSvAj1zlCHBG3ZvaaFg99dx02sWdJ_Czx-lMUorEcVUfrHbyrfHHBs_ImILz7lG_JKSZ6DOmIrgvIHtYF4TPIgunQVUJzYo424YCom1CJn3YEHciVKE7XLtEIPO3jPhknya7RhghV1HgQCsRGL5Cmpr0rIdhBSj2SFaPocBG99O7wg0bAeeklI1O94BbvqyZUTJ3YrEH13MqBBM72ug_pbie62-LwT2Q9buSsrrLDdvRS6MEVhD_xA2IaM-z5GagQY2r59kpFXXyuevmOVXq_oSja1KXuvn61n9Y1IelIuT2l-KT3Bus58pAHYv2iB5adt52X27JnumZlFLgrTgsiaYxt1Enp9mCcBRhGmb-eQB6O3ZEMNHHK0RDy63yS-Hp_iIRj5ScaeEjrAtgNOlHqjcyNi1NRJR2cODvh5Q7Okw9P38_rBeQjETUnGpMo1KCo6suqf8pj48UpLcAllxoJzj_GFuZjKh7PGM2_6mDQS2CJba60N8XrMjxQc1gt66n-s2WT8cdXDNvRqukO5UrFoyaV9WnbXmA&sai=AMfl-YT73brdphPsYW7JRTfm_S_qX3Qn3iPa9CM5f6E8LTO_ROXeCnd_AHfqWV9Qse_eKafQmVWTl1GWEWjTGMGnM_Ihi91bPMPQBcvCJ7hr5kEnpy_GyzEt0iZOk-ELD7vfMg3ciOk8-Ezc_VNnMda4bw1WinSa6PTgfxcRQ7_PElb7t8XKmXWD1CKKqx09OO1VOmHMlOVc6z-ri7KcaANZINBtRNKigWHBKLnnr6YkvvWOnU0D4SUlw4mNVAwL4yX8eiakZ_KJYGZuSb-61DP8UcICQHmo9CurxWn9vNU&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBTML0aJJVuv&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9hYXJwLm9yZw&urlfix=1&adurl=https://join.aarp.org/bfcw23jdisdv360pros%3Fcmp%3DBAC-MEM-GOOG---dm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Ent_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus%26smt%3DCZ8WYBID4J%26keycode%3DUCW23DV1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay_prospecting%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3Ddm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Ent_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus_s-300x250%26utm_content%3Dad-ab_o-redbluetoothspeaker_v-CW23Cn_cta-joinnow_c-BFCW23Cp_ctac-red_null_null_s-300x250%26utm_term%3Dnull%26google%3D0%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvokqze5RT8-WiZ_ql4weUpYAvwwWc-qdKiuJgO8P-31HmUlgXZJ9g2a1VUa73JKvU2e1mPbvKSaN6dSDNg2cWbHcDE3lveDcVBbSrWIjdvsYVRPakpFr9Sc67d6B8122oJKELJlf08vF56fdZUUuDZ2FdV3wwT7TvCAynmNqMUqtoKe2TnVNrRPDPUpsVTJvY4qSjgkNGFFyay6dd-JJ4KQj3o1pgf4TDFWuzUlzxs5FDRI_yrElp_AikHwYVWiXyl79MWi_wZ7wcy5kk41eeBRPuUE1R4gIhcCmCLrAq0ZwiGCRxfu5FmPaYifopXqMMftpYMTig00aMLzvIJK7g8E0GA4Sl_IVvF71ooFzQlLZyz3tUo5NPIrhwUytuQdrIxFJS1jPHLxoL09-kimPWxRxAbopvZ7GOga2acaWuqBcyEn1gHcyJo9FcBptycvRxWBR5BstI9Rg_vExQlSvFKGB5YRu5VRHw1cGxrdAEP2MUb94XLJWS8w_wHyx8i32KrzrXe7Zrr_cGZKZba7MZnvOsU8NdcWcSMbMyHS1WzmbjKa3zGYg_vhNGGtk0lzghOg-3iD_lttQUD33QZJ7Ytw0Hbd2Iy4Fs6LX2cfCwatFZHLzz1QpmU9xIiGrBtF4_EbyGc9kn1NrOeAfjpnwWoJ-Sd8JTmvpRIQgUX8aEiJmyBWT5XlhSaSh0OqRFcFxi6zUZjBkBexqrrFe9u5D3yGyVpAxZX0YeS0fJnuMfK8CFPOea2dxdVB3lNaEgZeLjkcspdYKtn3OvFIUwjfKb0GyUql3PJGUEPqhzmSIivRJt-naJYpn04DDw5q0ktYgw54OBxLBRj15947GunC-W0KOtCAelXlUSS3sq56mMDgJigna-dy30_j_yRhSALHtV-JENMv6e-dnjDbBnR7K0z4qxTsHVEX0LOFpfqQmpK8GFuKalcOQJrIYhaldtFvAS0FSvAj1zlCHBG3ZvaaFg99dx02sWdJ_Czx-lMUorEcVUfrHbyrfHHBs_ImILz7lG_JKSZ6DOmIrgvIHtYF4TPIgunQVUJzYo424YCom1CJn3YEHciVKE7XLtEIPO3jPhknya7RhghV1HgQCsRGL5Cmpr0rIdhBSj2SFaPocBG99O7wg0bAeeklI1O94BbvqyZUTJ3YrEH13MqBBM72ug_pbie62-LwT2Q9buSsrrLDdvRS6MEVhD_xA2IaM-z5GagQY2r59kpFXXyuevmOVXq_oSja1KXuvn61n9Y1IelIuT2l-KT3Bus58pAHYv2iB5adt52X27JnumZlFLgrTgsiaYxt1Enp9mCcBRhGmb-eQB6O3ZEMNHHK0RDy63yS-Hp_iIRj5ScaeEjrAtgNOlHqjcyNi1NRJR2cODvh5Q7Okw9P38_rBeQjETUnGpMo1KCo6suqf8pj48UpLcAllxoJzj_GFuZjKh7PGM2_6mDQS2CJba60N8XrMjxQc1gt66n-s2WT8cdXDNvRqukO5UrFoyaV9WnbXmA&sai=AMfl-YT73brdphPsYW7JRTfm_S_qX3Qn3iPa9CM5f6E8LTO_ROXeCnd_AHfqWV9Qse_eKafQmVWTl1GWEWjTGMGnM_Ihi91bPMPQBcvCJ7hr5kEnpy_GyzEt0iZOk-ELD7vfMg3ciOk8-Ezc_VNnMda4bw1WinSa6PTgfxcRQ7_PElb7t8XKmXWD1CKKqx09OO1VOmHMlOVc6z-ri7KcaANZINBtRNKigWHBKLnnr6YkvvWOnU0D4SUlw4mNVAwL4yX8eiakZ_KJYGZuSb-61DP8UcICQHmo9CurxWn9vNU&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBTML0aJJVuv&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9hYXJwLm9yZw&urlfix=1&adurl=https://join.aarp.org/bfcw23jdisdv360pros%3Fcmp%3DBAC-MEM-GOOG---dm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Ent_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus%26smt%3DCZ8WYBID4J%26keycode%3DUCW23DV1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay_prospecting%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3Ddm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Ent_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus_s-300x250%26utm_content%3Dad-ab_o-redbluetoothspeaker_v-CW23Cn_cta-joinnow_c-BFCW23Cp_ctac-red_null_null_s-300x250%26utm_term%3Dnull%26google%3D0%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://ads.freestar.com/?utm_campaign=branding&utm_medium=banner&utm_source=shawlocal.com&utm_content=shawlocal_articles_outstream
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv1RQjuY25y7Mx2-RWg04N44W96OfbHbYbrrG3t8WbkJu2RZPVR_WNJMidFa14Q-r2lfLGZ69X-lE2GXkUyxwhLDi6gvVUEzqh1HcNfmmJRQRr2qlrWChubLfe13fy6zxc7eczsdqKW1BkDE72mILf0D95ln_4IsCo2oUVkHPukuTiypGPApY_G_i6Av-KHga4XUaREWfYu_o-s2Scxv5tJ85wtMmZ_UW-JzkXZZCwAhWcSAEk5nWeeg4JZZ0DSf6wMqb78sbfOwymODSY1TuZ9yqLB_rn9nmDRfMueugcqUPPAT_oR0odYo9k0AIVPzj8JW5Z_ikLbp9b5sq5lGqAgRLdB9ejB6ijLRIS31WVMEsF_U8qOcLf1qsNkNW2jdJtWotePoI-NewmJm6ZPIupwHv-LzgG-kUXaP6fhylU5BNpYYIcOabkUyxgZiEzQb8MgnXrA-5o_pSYFlsNrNhOqiZVr1LlBeljXdwm-PQy-4KT5wBltqnUUNkNSY_eryRwPMpwy_rMyqgQvAKkb8LKSMjyM0HCYMNBwMnbp4Yg8zpM0LRPT7fWO2TFp_y4n6tXuEQjCIy7AJaV-9ATRfUK-wsbtxFWjGB5yOSH7ALX1pKg4QgbmEIc2YkSOPVmaGmh0vbq_ybqAiN-qoSoOerKAdPdhwFTz378YIfOLOP3C34_DQYMgT7X1XvsP75Wn0dTNxLFPkU3iSqG0qYr6IHk9OJBCiRS6uw2Fib5boRe6WBvyWnXgal190ezKMXPpkh1kkf01e92kEQIRN5d6EcmvRZiggQFvNfwQqKiPpczF6da_KByf11xkuWCEfH6wGJ146MuYGrhLr9H-h-QipqQ7IEgOJIS6kH8Gb3-1nh9kvSx1r6_2dsse7weRDO4OvHeZgjNFyOZmH0GifOiPPhJY6TgNnpWrWFijSgK066pjwm4N4G66tk2Boaxh9QOkM_zs2ViPZdKjRbmyx69fM4y6Lpdn7WJvgnfoOpl-cxG_jHaR4R7k7GOg9PmJL1KmfvUU86lQGLnE3IGo18ijk-XpHZ8pWhd_Q3sEuAavSVegw9H4M-AWTE12FWlP1t-zpdQWl5TfVVKNIYr-wM-c9nPQqFaWW81-eAd8OfSTDzFYIzJgh8wQH-QBSTCuepzm7Yguk6DyMNdC9QFz17km-X28w37FeJ1wA3Ci2NXq95Hb3K9BG9HerJfrhMMdyp7tZrh_PaX-_68onl2z_LmGLwgu8s9szkbil-sIGMghVXM8rk8xf15pJnyvgmOrJvnZ6f2lhx0f2A09QXQPp43-fxIKETHtREa1xOyLkDESiCkXPoNV8XI8vfPfVIsEDnsmK-hAdO_T9K5XxaT-xafKenG5x3CWb1MkAipT_M4mdtnqHQCctczDkrMOPdCv_vWf_4ubWsxTAzcAtFTnqitwWllin7TcGti2WDzsYAHV0Tc_Th__zZMw8rERj4TNxROc6Zi34lrVUfXWjoXzdJgBChd_Qg&sai=AMfl-YQ9tHBNrMsF4pnTQiwEpAnakIDNzd130EzN4wm7nDKtkmRcoiL32WAoGFESKjqJQGSebQQosLRcCRDJgWJ-PA3oOAAp4dirtM7hlFtVRQSC7adgN4Vp6apgSh2kWQ-QZia5QqpUkra6XeU8Aq-8HQ_1dLNpm7KPd0cSWg26uDRoEu4RmDEQfHkm5CSO6RC8br5K7bt6fMgkX9gmbe1VblIWEHlwFOGULRaa9q163aEaVf4RSEYt38wisG1MHAZkZ2RZm2sotZQaVMk4xXYq9AOIZg2wvcjrSIPEoh0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPNI-OnIJSIW&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9hYXJwLm9yZw&urlfix=1&adurl=https://join.aarp.org/bfcw23jdisdv360pros%3Fcmp%3DBAC-MEM-GOOG---dm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Ent_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus%26smt%3DCZ8WYBID4J%26keycode%3DUCW23DV1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay_prospecting%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3Ddm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Ent_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus_s-300x250%26utm_content%3Dad-ab_o-redbluetoothspeaker_v-CW23Cn_cta-joinnow_c-BFCW23Cp_ctac-red_null_null_s-300x250%26utm_term%3Dnull%26google%3D0%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv1RQjuY25y7Mx2-RWg04N44W96OfbHbYbrrG3t8WbkJu2RZPVR_WNJMidFa14Q-r2lfLGZ69X-lE2GXkUyxwhLDi6gvVUEzqh1HcNfmmJRQRr2qlrWChubLfe13fy6zxc7eczsdqKW1BkDE72mILf0D95ln_4IsCo2oUVkHPukuTiypGPApY_G_i6Av-KHga4XUaREWfYu_o-s2Scxv5tJ85wtMmZ_UW-JzkXZZCwAhWcSAEk5nWeeg4JZZ0DSf6wMqb78sbfOwymODSY1TuZ9yqLB_rn9nmDRfMueugcqUPPAT_oR0odYo9k0AIVPzj8JW5Z_ikLbp9b5sq5lGqAgRLdB9ejB6ijLRIS31WVMEsF_U8qOcLf1qsNkNW2jdJtWotePoI-NewmJm6ZPIupwHv-LzgG-kUXaP6fhylU5BNpYYIcOabkUyxgZiEzQb8MgnXrA-5o_pSYFlsNrNhOqiZVr1LlBeljXdwm-PQy-4KT5wBltqnUUNkNSY_eryRwPMpwy_rMyqgQvAKkb8LKSMjyM0HCYMNBwMnbp4Yg8zpM0LRPT7fWO2TFp_y4n6tXuEQjCIy7AJaV-9ATRfUK-wsbtxFWjGB5yOSH7ALX1pKg4QgbmEIc2YkSOPVmaGmh0vbq_ybqAiN-qoSoOerKAdPdhwFTz378YIfOLOP3C34_DQYMgT7X1XvsP75Wn0dTNxLFPkU3iSqG0qYr6IHk9OJBCiRS6uw2Fib5boRe6WBvyWnXgal190ezKMXPpkh1kkf01e92kEQIRN5d6EcmvRZiggQFvNfwQqKiPpczF6da_KByf11xkuWCEfH6wGJ146MuYGrhLr9H-h-QipqQ7IEgOJIS6kH8Gb3-1nh9kvSx1r6_2dsse7weRDO4OvHeZgjNFyOZmH0GifOiPPhJY6TgNnpWrWFijSgK066pjwm4N4G66tk2Boaxh9QOkM_zs2ViPZdKjRbmyx69fM4y6Lpdn7WJvgnfoOpl-cxG_jHaR4R7k7GOg9PmJL1KmfvUU86lQGLnE3IGo18ijk-XpHZ8pWhd_Q3sEuAavSVegw9H4M-AWTE12FWlP1t-zpdQWl5TfVVKNIYr-wM-c9nPQqFaWW81-eAd8OfSTDzFYIzJgh8wQH-QBSTCuepzm7Yguk6DyMNdC9QFz17km-X28w37FeJ1wA3Ci2NXq95Hb3K9BG9HerJfrhMMdyp7tZrh_PaX-_68onl2z_LmGLwgu8s9szkbil-sIGMghVXM8rk8xf15pJnyvgmOrJvnZ6f2lhx0f2A09QXQPp43-fxIKETHtREa1xOyLkDESiCkXPoNV8XI8vfPfVIsEDnsmK-hAdO_T9K5XxaT-xafKenG5x3CWb1MkAipT_M4mdtnqHQCctczDkrMOPdCv_vWf_4ubWsxTAzcAtFTnqitwWllin7TcGti2WDzsYAHV0Tc_Th__zZMw8rERj4TNxROc6Zi34lrVUfXWjoXzdJgBChd_Qg&sai=AMfl-YQ9tHBNrMsF4pnTQiwEpAnakIDNzd130EzN4wm7nDKtkmRcoiL32WAoGFESKjqJQGSebQQosLRcCRDJgWJ-PA3oOAAp4dirtM7hlFtVRQSC7adgN4Vp6apgSh2kWQ-QZia5QqpUkra6XeU8Aq-8HQ_1dLNpm7KPd0cSWg26uDRoEu4RmDEQfHkm5CSO6RC8br5K7bt6fMgkX9gmbe1VblIWEHlwFOGULRaa9q163aEaVf4RSEYt38wisG1MHAZkZ2RZm2sotZQaVMk4xXYq9AOIZg2wvcjrSIPEoh0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPNI-OnIJSIW&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9hYXJwLm9yZw&urlfix=1&adurl=https://join.aarp.org/bfcw23jdisdv360pros%3Fcmp%3DBAC-MEM-GOOG---dm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Ent_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus%26smt%3DCZ8WYBID4J%26keycode%3DUCW23DV1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay_prospecting%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3Ddm_dp_v-DV360_i-join_p-CW_t-DV360-Ent_f-mid_it-23-Promo_d-allscreens_g-usa_l-eng_dm-50plus_s-300x250%26utm_content%3Dad-ab_o-redbluetoothspeaker_v-CW23Cn_cta-joinnow_c-BFCW23Cp_ctac-red_null_null_s-300x250%26utm_term%3Dnull%26google%3D0%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://ads.freestar.com/?utm_campaign=branding&utm_medium=banner&utm_source=shawlocal.com&utm_content=shawlocal_article_local


The two sisters led Willowbrook to its first sectional title in 2021, and followed that

up with a 36-win sectional final appearance Kenny’s junior year.

She saved the best for last this fall.

With Kenny, a Marquette recruit, and her sister, a Louisville commit, leading the

way, Willowbrook went 40-2, won its fourth conference championship, third

regional title and second sectional championship. Topping it all off, the Warriors

advanced to the state tournament for the first time in program history, finishing

third in Class 4A.

It was a banner achievement for the program, school and Willowbrook community

that was not lost on Kenny. Rewarding their support meant the world.
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“I think it was even more special just because of how, coming in freshman year, the

reputation that Willowbrook volleyball had,” Kenny said. “Starting from that year

with coach Mason, who always believed in me and especially our team, coming up

short the last few years but being super successful I knew we could take the next

step. It being our senior year, the community coming together and our parents

after a couple playoff games, we thought oh my gosh we have to do it for our

parents. We knew how much it would mean for our coaches, parents, the

community. Everybody being a part of it made it more fun.”

Kenny had 318 kills, 104 aces, 399 assists and 234 digs her senior year running a a

6-2 as a setter/right-side hitter. She holds the school record for kills in a single

season (321), aces in a single season (104), kills in a career (1,003), and aces in a

career (262), and reached the 1,000 career kill milestone in her final match of the

season. She had 17 kills and 15 assists in her final match, a three-set win over

Barrington in the Class 4A third-place match.

Those statistics, and the history Kenny made at Willowbrook, make her the choice

as the Suburban Life girls volleyball Player of the Year.
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Kenny made it her mission for this Willowbrook team to be the “GOAT,” or

greatest of all time at the school. She threw that statement out there after an early-

season match at Lyons Township, a match in which Kenny had a stunning 12 kills

in the third set to lead the Warriors past the Lions for the first time ever. Not even

a three-set sectional final with Oak Park-River Forest, which handed Willowbrook

its lone regular-season loss, would get in Kenny’s way.

“When she wants something and puts her mind to it, if there is a will to do it, it will

get done,” Mason said. “I remember using it as motivation before the Lyons match

telling her specifically we had never beaten them. She looked at me and nodded.

That is the kind of player she is. She loves those big moments more where she has

something to prove.”
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Willowbrook’s Calli Kenny goes up for a shot against Benet Academy in the 4A state semifinal Friday, Nov.

10, 2023 at CEFCU Arena in Normal. (Alex T. Paschal)

Kenny is proof that success on the volleyball court goes beyond the measurables of

height or size.

She stands 5-foot-9, relatively short for a future Division I setter and a right-side

hitter. But her explosive athletic ability and drive more than make up for what

Kenny may lack in inches.



“Her athleticism and her strength really help set her apart,” Mason said. “When

you see her in person and realize she’s 5-foot-9, when she’s out on the court and

doing things she’s doing, she makes it seamless against hitters and blockers 6-foot

plus night after night. It doesn’t faze her. Calli is the old expression, it’s not the size

of the dog in the fight, it’s the size of the fight in the dog. She really brings it. Her

athleticism and ball control and skill set is so high, she doesn’t miss a beat.”

Kenny was one of Willowbrook’s better basketball players in two years playing the

sport in high school, and could also play softball. But volleyball stuck.

Kenny provided a glimpse of what was to come during the spring 2020 COVID

season that was limited to 12 matches. Sophomore year, her skill set allowed
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Kenny to play out of position at outside hitter, and lead Willowbrook in kills, and

multiple statistical categories.

As a junior she returned to her comfort zone, at setter and right-side hitter.

“She is the full package is what she is, wherever she is on the court,” Mason said.

“If she’s in the back row she can be a passer that other teams will avoid serving to.

Serving, don’t want to take away from that, I think she had 104 aces this season

And she gets touches when she is blocking. She is the total package. Marquette

knows that and sees that.”

Kenny looks forward to the challenge at the next level. She’ll be playing club until

the end of April, and from there do individual training before leaving for

Marquette in July.
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She leaves behind little regret from her last season at Willowbrook.

“Every other year I cried after our last game. Besides happy tears I had nothing to

be sad about this season,” Kenny said. “It was such a good way to go out. It was so

awesome to get the community and school together like that. I had teachers come

up to me and tell me thanks for bringing school spirit back to Willowbrook.”

Girls Volleyball

Joshua Welge

I am the Sports Editor for Kendall County Newspapers, the Kane County
Chronicle and Suburban Life Media, covering primarily sports in Kendall,
Kane, DuPage and western Cook counties. I've been covering high school
sports for 24 years. I also assist with our news coverage.
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