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Warriors play
in national
event

Willowbrook High School's
girls flag football program
completed its memorable
inaugural season by playing at
the NFL FLAG Champlonships,
which took place in Henderson,
Nevada, near Las Vegas. In
October, the Warrlors won the
title at the Girls Flag Foatball
State Championship at the
Chicago Bears' facility at
Halas Half in Lake Forest. In
November, the Warriors’ Black
team won five stralght games
to capture a title at the NFL
FLAG Reglonal Tournament
In Canton, Ohio. Winning the
regional champlonship in Chlo
secured a berth in the national
competition in Nevada, which
began on Friday. The Warriors
played three games on Friday
in Henderson. Unfortunately,
Willowbrook lost all three
contests, falling 21-7 and 28-0
before losing a 7-6 overtime
battie. Willowbrook played one
more game In Nevada, losing
28-0 on Saturday. Members
of the Warrlors, plctured
left to right at the national
competition, are: (front row)
freshman Maril Smrz, senior
Emily Pearson, senior Rimon
Karl, junior Jaydah Smith and
senior Olivia Brach; (back
row) junior Emma Anderlik,
senlor Kaylelgh Dennison,
senior Roslyn Sanchez, senlor
Kennedy Vannoy and genlor
Sarah Ball. The team’s coaches
are Rachel Karos and Nick
Hildreth.
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Two Addison Trail wrestlers win individual regional titles

Duarte and Olascoaga deliver championship efforts at the Oak Park/River Forest Regional

STAFF REPORT -

A pair of Addison Trail juniors
won individual titles at Saturday’s
THSA 3A wrestling regional at Oak
Park/River Forest High School.

Martin Dnarte and Elmer Olasco-
aga captured individual titles for the
Blazers at the regional. Duarte won
the 160-pound title at the regional,
while Olascoaga captured the event’s
195-pound champijonship. -

Duarte and Olascoaga will join .
one other Addison Trail wrestler in
this week’s individual sectional at’

Conant High School. The top four -

the 120-pound level at Saturday’s
regional. Amorn-Vichet, who earned
a 9-2 win over his opponent in the
120-pound  division’s. third-place
match, will enter the sectional with a
21-11 season record.

The Blazers finished fourth in the
team standings of the six-teamn re-
gional with their total of 90 points.
York won the regional’s team title
with its score of 230.5 points. .

Willowbrook -

finishers in- each of the sectiopal’s ~-¢armed an individual berth in this

weight levels: will qualify for the:
THSA Class 3A individual state meet,”
which takes place Feb. 16-18 at the.
State Farm Center in Champaign.
Duarte received a first-round bye
at the regional. He then earned’ a *

week's Clyas, 3A. Hinsdale Central

ish in the 13Z-pound weight level of

.:8apurday’s-Glenbard East Regional

in Lémbard.
Smith opened the regional by

Wiilowbrook senior Isaiah Smith-

Sectional with his second-place fin-.

first-perjod pin in the semifinal round. “Pinting his opponent in the first pe-
Duarte produced another first-period tiod of a quarterfinal match. Smith
pin in the 160-pound final, beating then won his semifinal match with a

Leyden junior Brian Gonzalez about Second-period pin. Smith lost a 5-3:

one rainute into the match.

Duarte will enter this week’s sec-
tional with an overall season record
of 24-5. -

Olascoaga also received a first-

decision to Wheaton Warrenville
South junior Cooper Hollis in the
132-pound final.

Smith will enter the sectional with
an overall season record of 24-12.

round bye at the regional. He pinned Smith was the only Willowbrook
his opponent in the second period of Wrestlér to earn a berth in the sec-
a semifinal match. Olascoaga pioned tional. The top three finishers in each
York senior Anthiony Mancini in the Weight class at the Glenbard East Re~

second period of the 195-pound final.
Olascoaga will head to the sec-
tional with a season record of 16-6.
Addison Trail freshman Josh
Amorn-Vichet earmed a sectional
berth with his third-place finish in

o -

Vedimah Fiyimgi

gional advanced to the sectional.

ee  Warriors—junior Noah
Brockie, senior Darren Jackowiak
and sophomore Elias Samayoa—
earned fourth-place: finishés at the
regional. Brockie finished fourth in

26th Annual Parade

on March 4, 2023 at Noon on Spring Road in Elmhurst

pdmininrst Armpit e

reealray fveen 2

the 145-pound level and completed
the season with a record of 27-16.
Jackowiak, who placed fourth in the
152-pound division, finished the sea-
son with a 24-20 record. Samayoa
wound up fourth in the heavyweight
level and wrapped up the season with
a 28-16 record.

Willowbrook placed seventh in
the team results of the eight-team
regional with its total of 52.5 points.
Naperville Central won the regioral
title with its score of 2135 points.

Right: Senlor isaiah Smith of
the Willowbrook wrestling team
earmmed a berth in thls week's

“IHSA Class -3A indlvidual sec-

tlonal at Hinsdale Central. when
he turned In a second-place fin-
ish in the 132-pound welght level
of Saturday’s Glenbard East Re-
gionat. Smith, wha is pictured on
the awards stand at the region-
al, opened the reglonal with a
first-period pin in the quarterfinal
round. He delivered a second-pe-
riod pin in the semifinal round
to ady to the reg s
132-pound championship match.
Smith lost a 5-3 decision in the
reglonal final. The top three fin-
Ishers In each welght class at the
Glenbard East Reglonal qualified
for this week’s Hinsdale Central
Sectional. The top four finishers
in each welght level at the sec-
tional wiil advance to the IHSA
individual state meet In Cham-
paign.
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Blazers’ girls bowlers win a regional title; Willowbrook takes second

STAFF REPORT

The Addison Trail a.ud Willow-
brook girls bowling teams claimed
the top two spots in the team stand-
ings of Saturday’s 12-team IHSA
Hinsdale South Regional at Bowlero
in Woodridge. Both teams advanced
to this week’s Hinsdale Central Sec-
tional at Suburbanite Bowl i in West-
mont.

Addison Trail won the regional
title with its overall score of 5,326.
Willowbrook finished second with its
total of 5,248. York (5,159) claimed
third, while Downers Grove North
(5,030) secured fourth, narrow-
1y edging out fifth-place Downers
Grove South (5,020) for the last
available team spot in the sectional.

The top four teams at the Hinsdale
South Regional advanced to the team
competition of this week’s Hinsdale
Central Sectional. Twelve teams will
battle in that sectional’s team compe-
tition. The top four teams.at the sec-
tional will qualify for the upcoming
THSA state meet, which takes place
Feb, 17-18 at the Cherry Bowl in
Rockford.

Addison Trail sophomore Val Piz-
zoferrato led the Blazers to their re-
gional title with her six-game region-
al total of 1,112 (an average of 185.3
per game) Senior Kylie Fiermuga,
who pearly matched Pizzoferrato's
total, contributed a six-game regional
score of 1,109 for Addison Trail. Se-
nior Hannah Melone (1,079), soph-
omore Amelia Leslie (1,014) and
sophomore Grace Cantizzo (1,012)
rounded out the Blazers’ regional
lineup.

Pizzoferrato, who wound up ninth
in the regional’s individual stand-
ings, bowled her best game of the
event in her second game, when she
fired a 257. Fiermugd, who placed
10" among all individuals at the re-
gional, also bowled her best game of
the event in her second game, when
she rolled a 206. E

Melone rolled a 223 in her fourth
game at the regional. She finished
12% in the event’s individual stand-
ings. Leslie and Cannizzo placed 19%
and 20", respectively, in the region-
al’s individual competition. .Leslie
fired a 190 in her fourth game of the
day, while Cannizzo shot a-189 in her
fifth game.

Addison’ Trail led Willowbrook
by 18 pins through five games at the
regional. The Blazers outscored the
Warriors 890 10 830 in the sixth and
final game to beat the Warriors by 78

pins. Addison Trail outscored York.

by 116 pins (890 to 774) in the final
game. The Blazers led the Dukes by
51 pins with one game to play.

Willowbrook bowling

Jonior Jacquelyn Porro led Wil-
lowbrook to its second-place finish
it the regional with her six-game
otal of 1,169 (an average of 194.8
ser game). Porro finished fifth in
he event’s individual standings. She
umed in her best game of the re-
rional in her second game, when she
olled a 246, Porto added a 227 in her
‘ourth game of the day,

Junior Olivia Williams of Willow-
srook, who placed sixth in the re-
rional’s individual competition, con-

tributed a snx—game score of 1,147,
‘Williams posted her best game of the
tegional—a 218—in her third game.

Willowbrook semior  Brianna
Smalling (1,059) placed 13* in
regional's  individual  standings.

- Smalling produced her best game of

the regional when she fired a 230 in
her third game.

Junior Lavren Carson of the Wa:«
riors supplied a six-game total of
951. Carson delivered her best game
of the regional when she bowled a

190 in her first game.

Willowbrook junior Annabelle
Thompson bowled four games at

the regional and tursed in an overall |

score of 644, which included a 195
in her final game of the day. Junior
Maddie Wolf bowled two games for

the Warriors at the regional. She pro- .

vided game scores of 150 and 128,

Addison Trall girls gymnastics

Addison Trail senior Maddie .

Muccianti earned an automatic sec-
tional berth with her fourth-place fin-
ish in floor exercises at last week’s
Wheaton Warrenville South Region-
al. Muccianti received a score of 8.9
for her routine on the fioor during the

Jan. 30 regional. She also eamed an’

at-large sectional berth on the uneven
bars with her regional score of 8.05.
That score produced a seventh-place
finish for Muccianti at the regional.

Addison Trail finished fourth in
the team standings of the Wheaton
‘Warrenville South Regional with its
total of 120.85. DeKaib won the re-
gional title with its score of 141.275,
‘Wheaton Warrenville South (138.15)
finished second, while - Kaneland
(120.975) claimed third.

" Muccianti landed in ninth place in
the regional’s all-around standings
with her score of 31.25..Juniof Nico-
lette Franczak of the Blazers deliv-
ered an eighth-place score of 31.55
in the regional’s all-around competi-
tion.

This week’s sectional competitors
will attempt to qualify for the THSA
state meet, which will take place Feb.
17-18 at Palatine High Schoal. The
top five finishers in each event 'of this
week’s four sectionals will automati-
cally qualify for the state meet.

Willowbrook's gils  bowling
team competed In Saturday’s 12-
team IHSA Hinsdale South Re-
glonal. The Warriors earned a sec-
ond-place finish In the regional’s
team standings to advance fo this
week’s Hinstlale Central Sectional.

Both teams advance to this Week Hinsdale Central Sectional

SURMITTED PHOTO Rock Valisy Publishing
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Addison Trall won the regh title.
York and Downers North placed
third and fourth, respectively. The
top four teams at the reglonal ad--
vanced to this week's sectional,
which will be held at Suburbanite
Bowl In Westmont. Willowbrook’s
gl lineup, pictured clockwi:

from the bottom, included: junlor
Annabelie Thompson, junlor Mad-
die Wolf, senior.Brianna Smalling,
Junior Jacquelyn Porro, [unior Oliv-
Ia Wililams and junior Lauren Car-
son. The top four teams at the Hin-
sdale Central Sectional will qualify.
for the IHSA state mest.

“TRIPS START AT $700.00 PER DAY**

Iﬂ?

Carry Out/ Delivery / Catering

1

+ Spring Rolls
! - On Order of $25

1 or more before tax.
: (Carry.Out Only)

One offer par visit.
Not valid with any other offers,

CHINESE MANDARIN RESTAURANT

312E. St. Charles Rd.,
Villa Park, IL 60181

www.Taefutogo.com

630-832-2269

Mon,, Wed., Thurs. & Sunday t1am-9pm
Closed Tuasdays « Fri. & Sat. 11am-gpm

ining Room Open
1

Crab Ragoon
On Order of $40

“or more before tax.,
(Carry Out Only) ~
- One offer per visit,

* Notvalid with any other oﬂars

L

WILD ALASKA SALMON & SEAFOOD

SHIPPED DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR OR PICK UP IN BENSENVILLE, IL
King & Coho Salmon
Salmon Burger
Halibut
Lingcod
~and more!

$can to shop or visit —
shorelinewildsalmon.com
(907) 314-2279
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Bond set for trio of Cook County residents charged with burglary from
Willowbrook Walgreens and fleeing authorities in a high-speed chase
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DuPage County State’s Attorney
Robert Berlin - and Willowbrook
Chief of Police Robert Schaller an-
nounced that bond has been set for
three Cook County residents accused
of stealing perfume and other mer-
chandise from a Witlowbrook Wal-
greens store located in the 500 block
of Plainfield Road.

Kyla Simmons, 20, of Chicago;
Duane Robinson, 23, of -Chicago;

. and Monteriana Williams 20, of Oak

time the vehicle made a U-turn oni
Route 83. At this time the officer
activated his emergency lights: It is
alleged that the vehicle sped up and
continued dnvmg reaching speeds
of up to 70 mph in a 35-mph zose.
Following a high-speed pursuit
which included multiple law enforce-
ment agencies and a Chicago Police
Department helicopter, the wvehicle
was located near Central Park Ave-
nue and Harrison Street in Chicago.

- Park, "each appeared in bond court. It is alleged that when Cook County

where Judge Joshua Dieden set bond  Sheriff’s deputies pulled in front of
at $75.000 with 10 pescent to ap- the vehicle, Simmons put.the car in

. ply for Simmons, $50,000 with 10 reverse and crashed into another offi-

percent to apply for Robinson and
$10,000 with 10 percent ta apply for
Williams.

All three defendants are’ charged
with one count of burglary (Class 2
felony) and one count of retail theft
(Class 3 felony). Additionally, Sim-
mons is charged with two counts
of aggravated fleeing and eluding -

(Class 4 felony) and Robi is

cer’s vehicle causing damage.

1t is further alleged that officers
found 21 bottles of perfume and ap-
proximately $5,000 in cash in the
Vehicle. All three defendants were
taken into custody at this time.

Following an investigation, it is
alleged that at approximately 9:25
p.m., Su'nmons and Robinson entered
the W together, followed by

charged with one count of robbery
(Class 2 felony). -

On Jan. 31 at approximately 9:42
p-m., officers with the Willowbrook

Police Department were dispatched,

to the Walgreens for a call for a retail
theft. A nearby Darien police officer
was on patro} at the time of the call
and located a vehicle suspected of
being involved in the theft at the in-
tersection of Route 83 and Plainfield
Road.

Wllllams a short time later.

It is alleged that Robinson asked a
stare clerk to double-bag twenty-one
bottles of perfume totaling approxi-
mately $1,668.58 and after the clerk
did so, Robinson grabbed the bag
from the clerk and fled the store. It
is farther alleged that Simmons and
Williams took items from the store
including -candy, band-aids and
Neosporin and fled the store.

“The type of criminal behavior al-

of law,” Berlin said “The allegations
that these three defendants entered
a retail store, stole merchandise and
then put the public at risk by lead-
ing authorities on a high-speed chase
through a résidential area, will not be
tolerated in DuPage County. The fact
that the defendants were in custody

less than one hour after the initial -

call sends the message that if you
commit this type of crime in DuP-
age County, we wjll use every tool
available, including neighboring law
enforcement agencies and the use of
a helicopter, if necessary, to ensure
you are caught, charged and held
responsible for your actions. I thank
the Willowbrook Police Department
for their work on this case’ and for
their continued efforts in keeping our
tetail establishients safe. I thank the
Darien, Villa Park, Hinsdale, Burr
Ridge, Berkeley, Bensenville, Qak
Brook, Elmhurst and Chicago po-

41. -

P
g

lice departments as well as the Cook.
County Sheriff’s Office for their as-
sistance on this case.”

“I would like to personally thank
the men and women of the Wil-
lowbrook Police Department that
worked collaboratively with officers

-from Hinsdale, Villa Park, Hillside;,

Elmhurst, Berkeley, Oak Brook,
Darien, Burr Ridge, Bensenville
and the Cook County Sheriffs Police
Street Crimes unit” Schaller said.
“These arrests demonstrate the im-
portance of collaborations between
local law enforcement to better pro-
tect communities and hold individu-
als accountable. I also thark State’s
Attorney Bob Berlin and his office
for their commitment to public safe-

The next court appearance for all
three defendants is scheduled Feb.
27 for arraignment in front of Judge
Brian Telander.

.The officer positioned his squad leged against these three defendants
car behind the suspected vehiele; al-  clearly displays their complete dis-
legediy driven by Slmmons atwhich regard for public safety and the rule

SUBMITTED.PHOTQ Aock Valiey Publrshlng

Villa Park reSIdent
celebrates his 94t blrthday

Viila Park dent Earl P (left) d his 94* birthday
at the York Township Senior Nutrition Center in Lombard on Jan. 30.
York Township Supervisor John W. Valle (right) surprised Pearson
with a cake. The senlor center's lunch crowd jolned In a cheerful
chorus of “Happy Birthday to You.” Per Pearson’s request, the cake
was cut ahd shared with everyone as dessert after lunch. “We wish
Earl a happy and healthy birthday,” sald Valle. “We are glad he is a
regular at the township and wanted to show him how much we care.”

Mating seasor means more coyote sightings

Late winter is mating season for
coyotes, and the Forest Preserve
District of DuPage County reminds
it’s not unusual to see these

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valiey Publishing

Future Warriors

Willowbrook High School r ly held Its | Curri
Showcase and Meet the Coaches/CIubs Night. The event pro-
vided incoming and current students and thelr p. /guard-

animals as they search for mates and
monitor their territories.

“Just because yom see a coyote
isn’t a cause for alarm. Consider
yourself lucky, and enjoy the rare
opportunity to chserve it from a

ians with information about the academics, clubs, activitles and
sports that are offered at the school. Participants were able to
meet with school ves from each aca-
demic area, athletic coaches/acﬂvlty advisers, District 88 Board
of Education members and Willowbrook and District 88 admin- -
istrators. Genevieve Kling (left) and Ruby Klngjl (right), who will ’
both begin thelr freshman year at the school in August, are pic-
tured with some of their new Willowbrook gear.

safe d " says Forest Preserve
District ecologist Dan Thompson.
“Whether you see them or not, coy-
otes are all around, and the more we
can understand they’re just trying to
live their lives, the more we can safe-
1y share our neighborhoods.”
Coyotes, after all, play a vital
role in the ecological community by
keeping populations of rodents and

other small animals in check.

In winter, when coyotes may
spend more time foraging for food,
they can also be easier to spot on the
snowy landscape or in areas with
limited vegetation and places to hide.

Thompson acknowledges coyotes
can be intimidating due to their ap-
parent large stature and may be bold-
er this time of year.

*They may view other canines, in-
cluding dogs, as competition. Like-
wise, they might approach a female
dog in heat as a potential mate,” he
said.

In DuPage, coyote breeding sea-
son peaks in late February or early
March. Litters are born in April, and
coyotes raise their young in dens un-
til Jate June.
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Warrlors lose key conference battle to the Mustangs

Downers Grove South wins WSGC tltle with a 10-2 record; Willowbrook finishes w:th a conference ‘mark.of 8-4

STAFF REPORT

The Willowbrook girls basketball
team wound down its regular sea-
son by winning one of three games
last week. The Warrjors finished the -
week with an overall season record
of 14-15.

Willowbrook began its week with
a48-15 West Suburban Geld Confer-
ence win at Leyden on Jan. 31. Three
days later, the Warriors completed
their conference season with a home
game against Downers Grove South.
The visiting Mustangs edged Wil-
lowbrook 4642 in Friday’s game in
Villa Park. With the victory, Down-
ers Grove South clinched the confer-
ence title with a mark of 10-2.

The -Warriors entered Friday’s

contest with a conference record of
-8-3. I Willowbrook had won Fri-
day’s game, Downers Grove South
and the Warriors would have had
identical 9-3 conference records.
‘Willowbrook defeated the Mustangs
49-40 in the teams’ first meeting of
the conference season in. Downers
Grove on Dec. 16,

The Warriors overpowered Ley-
den in last week’s game in North-
lake. Willowbrook led the Eagles
16-5 after one quarter. and 26-10 at
halftime. The Warriors’ lead grew to

37-14 by the end of the third quarter.

Senjor Sara Stout scored. a
team-leading 17 points for the War-
riors in last week’s win over Leyden.
Junior Elle Bruschuk, who provided
€ight of Willowbrook’s 16 first-quar-
ter points, added 12 poiuts. Senior
Rimon Kari, who sank a pair of
3-point attempts, contributed eight
points.

The Warriors and Mustangs were
tied at 8-8 through one quarter of
Friday’s conference battle. Downers
Grove South held a 20-18 halftime
lead. Willowbrook owned a 34-31
lead at the end of the third guarter.
Stout scored a basket early in the
fourth quarter to give the Warriors
a 36-31 lead, but Downers Grove
South then went on an 11-0 Tun to
take a 42-36 lead. The Mustangs
made a_pair of shots from 3-point
range during their 11-0 burst.

Willowbrook trailed Downers
Grove South 42-36 with less than
two minutes to play. Senior Yazmin
Setaram sank a 3-point shot to cut the
Mustangs’ lead to 42-39 with 1:20
remaining. Moments later, Bruschuk
connected on a 3-point shot to tie the
game at 42-42 with 54 seconds on
the clock.

Downers Grove South regained:

the lead by making a pair of free
throws with 46.5 seconds to’ play.
The Mustangs scored the final points
of the night when they made two
more free throws with 5.9 seconds
remaining.

Stout scored a team-high 14
points in Friday’s loss. Bruschuk,
who made a pair of 3-point shots,
contributed 10 points. Setaram sank
three 3-point baskets to provide nine
points,

]umor T1a Kelly delivered six
points by making two 3-point shots
in the second quarter.

Willowbrook finished the week
‘with Saturday’s 75-34 non-confer-

ence loss to Fremd in Vilta Park. Fre-
md, one of the state’s top Class 4A
teams, improved its overall season
record to 27-2 with Saturday’s win.

The Warriors played one game
this week; they tangled with Down-
ers Grove North of the West Subur-
ban Silver Conference in a crossover
game in Villa Park. Willowbrook will
open the THSA Class 4A post-season
with a Feb. 14 game against Whea-
ton North at the St. Charles North
Regional. If the Warriors beat Whea-
ton North, they would likely face St.
Charles North in the regional final on
Feb. 16.

Three Willowbrook gymnasts earn individual sectional berths
Sarah Ball of the Warriors delivers three top-three
finishes at the Glenbard West Reglonal

The Willowbrook girls gymnastics
team competed in Jast week’s IHSA.
Glenbard West Regional in Glen El-
lyn. The Warriors_finished second in
the team standings of the four-team
tegional. Three Willowbrook gym-
nasts earned individual berths in this
week’s Lake Park Sectional..

Glenbard West. won the team title
at the Jan. 31 regional with its total of
140.175 points. Willowbrook deliv-
ered a team total of 130.5 in its sec-
ond-place finish. Bartlett (128.875)
and Morton (110.175) claimed third
and fourth, respectively.

" Glenbard West advanced to the
sectional’s team competition. The
‘Warriors fell short of eamning one of
two available at-large team berths to
the sectional. The team champions
(DeKalb, Glenbard West, Lake Park
and Glenbard North) from four of
last week’'s regionals amtomatical-
1y advanced to the sectional’s team
competition. The two teams from
those regionals with the next-best
team scores (Wheaton Warrenville
South and Oak Park/River Forest)
claimed at-large team: berths with
their respective totals of 138.15 and
134.875 at different regionals.

All gymnasts who earned top-five
finishes in the regional antomatical-
ly qualified for the sectional. Addi-
tionally, the next 12 top scorers in
each individual event, and in the all-
around competition, from the four re-
gionals (Wheaton Warrenville South,
-Glenbard West, Glenbard East and
Leyden) that fed into the Lake Park
Sectional eamed at-large sectional
berths.

CHRIS FOX PROTOS Rock Valisy Publishing

Three members of Willowbrook’s girls gymnastics team advanced

1o this week’s Lake Park -Sectional after dellvering strong perfor-
mances In last week’s Glenbard West Regional. The top five finishers
in each regional event automatically qualitied for the sectional. Ad-
ditionally, some gymnasts earned at-large sectlonal berths. Willow-
brook senior Sarah Ball (above right) secured sectional berths in
three events—the vault, floor exerclses and the balan¢e beam. Ball
delivered second-place performances on the vault and in floor ex-
ercises at the regional. She also earned third-place honors on the
balance beam. Junior Mia McBride (right} of the Warrlors advanced
to the sectional with tap-five flnishes In two events. McBride placed
fourth on the balance beam at the regional. She also finished tifth in
the reglonal’s uneven bars competition. McBridé earned an at-large
sectional berth In the all-around competition wlih her _total region-
al score of 32.225. Soph Naomi Campbell (ab left) of Wil-
lowbrook also advanced to this week’s Lake Park Sectlonal. Camp-
bell finished fourth in the regional’s tloor exercises event. She also
earned a pair of at-large lonal berths. C. bell obtained one
of those at-large berths In the all-around competition with her total
regional score of 32.975. She also earned an at-large sectional berth
on the balance beam,”

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Vailsy Publishing
Willowbrook’s girls basketball team finished Its West Suburban
Gold Conference season with Friday’s 46-42 loss to Downers Grove
South In Villa Park. The Warriors led the Mustangs 36-31 early in the
fourth quarter, but Downers-Grove South delivered an 11-0 run to
take a 42-36 lead. The Warrfors tied the score at 42-42 with a palr of
late 3-point shots by senior Yazmin Setaram (No. 4 - above left) and
junior Elle Bruschuk (No. 33 - above right). Downers Grove South
scored the game’s {ast four points at the free-throw line. The Mus-
tangs won the conference title with a 10-2 record, Witlowbrook, which
beat the Mustangs earlier in the season, could have won a share of
the conference title if it would have won Friday’s game.The Warrlors,
whose overall season record fell to 14-14 with Friday’s loss, tinished
the conference season with an 8-4 record. WHiowbrook will open
the IHSA Class 4A playofis with next week’s game against Wheaton
North at the St. Charles North Reglonal.
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GIRLS BASKETBALL: DOWNERS GROVE SOUTH 46, WILLOWBROOK 42
Emily Petring, Downers Grove South hold off
Willowbrook for first WSC Gold title since 2001

By CHRIS CASEY
Shaw Local News Netwaork correspondent

VILLA PARK - Emily Petring
wasn't going to let it slip away. .

With a conference title within reach,
Petring’s Downers Grove South girls
basketball team saw its game-long tead
vanish into a deficit entering the fourth
quarter Feb. 8 at Willowbrook.

Petring, however, converted a
bucket through contact, missed the
free throw, found the loose ball and
drilled a 3-pointer with 5:50 remaining
to immediately erase the Willowbrook
lead. It was the last time the Mustangs
trailed in a 46-42 victory that clinched
the West Suburban Conference Gold
Division title.

The conference title was the first for
the Downers Grove South girls basket-
ball program since 2001.- -

“We just needed to settle down and
play as a unit,” said Petring, a Coastal
Carolina soccer commit. “This is a spe-
cial group and without a doubt my
favorite year [of high school basket-
ball]: We knew [the conference title]
was right there for the taking and we
knew we needed to finish strong. It
took all of us to get it done and T'm
happy that we did it.”

Petring’s five quick points were the
start of an 11-0 run, which included the
senior guard hitting another 3-pointer
as part of her game-high 20 peints.

Downers Grove South (17-12, 10-2
West Suburban Gold) then seemed to
be in full control, ahead by six until the
1:28 mark. Willowbrook’s Yazmin
Setaram and Elle Bruschuk hit back-
to-back 3-pointers to tie the game at
42 with just under a minute to play.

Petring pushed the ball down the
court, was fouled and converted both
free throws, which proved to be the

_game-winning points. Downers Grove
South’s defense held Willowbrook to
3-0f-15 shooting in the fourth quarter.

1 told the girls that this is going to
be a game of roller coaster,” Lyndsie
Long said. “IWillowbrook]) went up to
start the fourth quarter and we just
had to stay poised. We knew our shots
weuld fall.

“For this group to be the first to win
conference since 2001, it’s special. This
entire group is special. And Emily is
just one-of-a-kind athleticism. She just
wants it and has that passion and
desire that you just can’t teach. She has
that leadership quality that everyone
follows.” |

The Mustangs focused defensively
to try to shut down Willowbrook stand-
out forward Bruschuk. Despite making
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Phatos by Karen Naess for Shaw Local News Network

Downers Grove South's Emily Petring puts a shot up over Willowbrooks Sarah Stout on Feb.3 in Villa Park.

only one of her first 13 shots, the 6-foot
Bruschuk knocked down two 3-point-
ers in the second half, the latter of
which brought the Warriars level.

Bruschuk finished with 10 points, a
game-high 13 rebounds and three
blogked shots.

Willowbrook coach Dan Bannon,
who has spent this season transition-
ing into the head coach position with
headl coach Terry Harrell retiring, felt
his team just ran out of time.

“It was no doubt a game of runs,”

Bannon said. “Ithink if that game goes -

another minute, the outcome could
very well be different, but that’s not
how it works. We’re used to [Bruschuk]
drawing the extra defender and just
couldn’t get it going consistently
enogh on the offensive end tonight: I
thouight our defense was outstanding.
To hold that team to 46 points with
their size and speed is great. But we
struggled to score and that hurt us.
You have to give credit fo [Downers
Grove South].”
¥reshman Megan Ganschow and

junior Allison Jarvis each added
12 points for the Mustangs.

" Sara Stout led the way for Willow-
brook (14-14, 8-8) with 14 points.

Wlllowbmok’s Elle Bruschuk looks to advance the baII against Downers Grove South’s Alhson JaerS

| T |
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Former parish president accused of stealing from St. Demetrios Church
Bond for Addison resident set at $100,000

By Dee Longfellow
FOR THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT
According to a release issued on
Friday, Feb. 3 by DuPage County
State’s Attomey Robert Berlin and
Elmhurst Chief of Police Michael
McLean, a former parish President
of the St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox
Church in Elmhurst had been charged
with stealing approximately $700
from church memorial donations.
Peter Barkoulies, 68, of Addison,
appeared before Judge Margaret
O’ Connell who set bond at $100,000
with 10% to apply. Barkoulies has
been charged with four counts of Bur-
glary 1o a Place of Worship, a Class

The cast of Addi

Trail's pr

1 Felony.

According to the release, located
inside the church is a memorial ta-
ble where parishioners insert money
through a slot as a free-will offering.
Barkoulies had served as parish Presi-
dent from 2019-21 and in that role, he
was given a key to the memorial box
during that time. The key is typically
passed from president to president at
the completion of their term. Tt was
later determined that Barkoulies had
never retumned the key at the end of
his service, as required.

According to the investigation, it
is alleged that on four s¢parate occa-

y of Chi Teen Edition

rehearse for the upcoming performances on Thursday, Fab. 9, Friday,
Feb. 10 and Saturday, Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. plus a 2 p.m. show on Satur-
day. Tickets, avaliable at the door, are $7/adults, $5/ages 12-17, free

for pass holders.
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Dec. 8, 2022, and Tuesday, Jan. 25,
Barkoulies accessed the money slotin
the memorial table with the key that
he had not retarned. It is alleged that
in all, Barkoulies stole approximate-
ly $700 from the church. Barkoulies”
alleged thefts were discovered when
church officials grew suspicious when
they discovered funds were missing
from the memoral table contribu-
tions. On Friday afternoon, leaders
in the church contacted the Elmhurst
Police Department, which began an
investigation, after which Barkonlies
was located and taken into custody.
“The JMegations against Mr. Bark-

said. “As parish President, Mr. Bark-
oulies was enfrusted with the well-be-
ing of the parish. He allegedly betrayed
that trust by treating the parish’s me-
morial table as his own personal piggy
bank.

*] thank authorities at St. Demetri-
ous for bringing this matter to the atten-
tion of law enforcement. I also thank
the Elmhurst Police Department.”

“Mr. Barkoulies® alleged betrayal
of trust to this religious institution is
very disappointing,” Chief McLean
said. “However, the church commu-
nity should be thankful for the pro-
active cooperation between charch
leadership, the Elmhurst Police De-

are very dist ” Berlin

parument, and the DuPage County
State’s Attorney’s Office to stop these
thefts from continuing and bring the
individual “allegedly responsible to
justice.”

Barkoulies’ next court appearance
is scheduled for Wednésday, March
1, for arraignment in front of Judge
O’ Connell.

Members of the public are remind-
ed that this complaint contains only
charges and is not proof of the defen-
dant’s guilt. A defendant is presumed
innocent and is entitled to a fair trial
in which it is the govemment's bur-
den to prove his or her guilt beyond a
veasonable doubt.

Chicago Teen Edition opens Thursday

Addison Trail Theatre invites you
1o travel back to 1920s Chicago: a
time filled with sensationalized sto-
ries of female crimes and empower-
ment, nightclubs, flappers and — of
course — “‘all that jazz.” Step back in
time as the school presents its winter
musical, “Chicago: Teen Edition,”
on Thursday, Feb. 9, Friday, Feb. 10
apd Saturday, Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. There
will also be a 2 p.m. performance on
Saturday.

According to  concordtheatri-
cals.com, Chicago tells the story of
“chorine Roxie Hart, (who) murders

a faithless lover and convinces her
hapless husband, Amos, to take the
rap ... untl he finds out he has been
duped and turns on Roxie. Convict-
ed and sent to death row, Roxie and
another ‘Merry Murderess,” Velma
Kelly, vie for the spotlight and the
headlines, ultimately joining forces
in search of the ‘American Dream’:
fame, fortune and acquittal.”

Theatre Director Anna McSwee-
ney said bringing “Chicago: Teen
Edition” to the Addison Trail stage
has been more than a decade in the
making, after the rights were pulled

in 2009. But this year's strong female
cast brought about the perfect oppor-
tugity to perform the show.

“It’s a fun production and a dif-
ferent type of theatre that showcas-
es a deconstructed vaudeville style,”
McSweeney said. I hope the audi-
ence enjoys the cabaret, jazz setting
and is blown away by the talent we
have here.”

The talent is so deep in fact, that
.the show will feature double cast-
ing and six students will alternate




