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Second Iargest “SBG tnurnament in the country CIIIIIIII!I to Addison
County ready to welcome 3,400 teams, 13,000 athletes at Stardust Bow!

The DuPage Sports Commission
(DSC) and DuPage Convention &
Visttors Bureau (DCVB) are Just
weeks away from hosting one of thé

DCVB since 2017 to bring this event
to fruition—the welcome signs you
may see throughout DuPage com-
munities are just one final touch to
layers of coordination and

largest women’s tour in the
United States—the United States
Bowling Congress Women’s Cham-
pionships.

Larger than Chicago’s NFL Draft,
this 71-day ftournament will take
place from April 24 through July 3 at
Stardust Bowl in Addison. Organiz-
ing officials have been working with

Police Reports..........6

coliaboration by DCVB to deliver an
event of this scale.

As one of only aifew venues in
the country with 84 lanes and the
ability to host a tousnament of this
magnitude, Stardust Bowl Addi-
son-DuPage County will welcome
over 13,000 at.h]etes lizs famihes-<

Puzzles................. 13

approximately 400 visitors ‘each day
over the tournament’s 10 weeks.

With an average of only four hours
competing per day, guests fill their
off time with dining, shopping, and
entertainment.

The governing body reports USBC
members as affluent, educated con-
sumers with a strong lifestyle profile
and demographics-on par with other
popular spoits including golf and
baseball. o

E:trly numbexs 'mdlcate the event

=dib

A doneTal

will pgenerate significant impact
county-wide, with more than $12
million in estimated economic im-
pact,

As long-time partners in sports
tourism, DCVB Executive Director

" Beth Marchetti- and Stardust Bowl

Manager Jim Saffold completed the
bid process with officials with the na-
tional governing body in Arlington,
Texas in December 2016, putting
DuPage County on <the. short. list to
host the event.

DCEO/Mlinois Office of Tourism,
DCVB, the villages of Oak Brook,
Downers Grove, Addison, Lombard
and DuPage County all contributed
resources to help provide a cormpet-
itive bid.

Stardust Addison was selected in
2017 as host, and preparations have
been under way to welcome teams
from all over the country despite a
move from-2021 40 2022. Doubletree

SUBMITTED PHOTO Addison Independent

Viewpoint..............7 Classifieds...........15 annual Mr. AT competition

On March 25, nine senior boys competed In Addison Trall's annual Mr. AT event. During the compe-
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tition,

escorted a parent or guardian during the formalwear portion and
sessalon. The results of Mr. AT 2022 were as follows

Clown: Alex Martinez;

: Adam Sakieh; Mr. C:i

participated in a group dance, performed a talent, demonstrated thelr Blazer Pride,

Mateo Gomez; Mr. Sh pp

Enzo Claccia; and Mr. 1 i

Locks: Michael Retondo.

{from left): Mr. Blggsst Flirt: Frank Ruggleri; Mr. Class
M. Pearly Whites: Antonlo Bruno; Mr. Smarty Pants: Sebastian Sawina; Mr. AT:
lality: Fernando Padua Iil; Mr. Sweet Talker:
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District 88 holds inaugural esports Su

" District 88 is focused on connect-
ing with all students to foster an in-
clusive environment and a sense of
belonging to support each child on
his or her journey to success.

As part of that initiative, the. dis-

trict implemented esports (short for
“electronic sports”) as an extracur-
ricular opportunity for students this
year. ;

Esports is a form of sport competi-
tion that uses video games and often

Edward-EImhurstA Health to distribute
$100 million Community Investment Fund

Edward-Elmhurst Health (EEH) is accepting applications from not-for-
profit and nonprofit charitable organizations for monetary awards from its

$100 million Community Investment Fand, Created following EEH’s merger-

with NorthShore University HealthSystem, the intent of the Community In-
vestment Fund is to support organization: itted to enhancing commu-
nity health and well-being, advancing health equity and contribating to iocal
economic growth.

The Community Investment Fund helps EEH deliver on its mission to ad-
vance the health of its communities by contributing to programs that provide
new or expanded benefit and align with EEH’s 2022 priorities:
Community Health and Wellbeing-

* Access to healthcare by underserved populations

* Advancing health equity

* Addressing social determinants of heaith

* Addressing mental health and substance use disorders

Local Economic Growth —

* Expanding supply chain diversity 3

* Education, job creation and career development, with a particular focus
on furthér developing and promoting diversity and equity in the healthcare
workforce k

Edward-Elmhurst Health estimates it will allocate about $3- to $6-million
to community organjzations annually via the Community Investment ‘Fund,
with $4 million allocated in 2022. While there may be exceptions, typical
funding awards are expected to be $250,000 or greater. NoxthShore recently
announced the distribution of $2.6 million to seven organizations in Lake
and Cook Counties from its Community Investment Fund. |

Proposals for the 2022 funding cycle will be accepted orjline until May 1.
To submit a proposal and to learn more about the Edward-Elmhurst Health’s
C ity Iavestment Fund, including award eligibility and evaluation cri-

teria, visit www.eehealth.org/about-us/community—iuvestmem-fund.

takes the form of organized, multi-
player contests.

On Saturday, April 9, Addison
Trail hosted. the inaugural District
88 Esports Super Smash Brothers
Invitational. Students foin Willow-
braok and Addison Trail competed in
a double-elimination tournament of 1
vs. 1 Super Smash Brothers.

It was an exciting afternoon. that

On Saturday, Aprif 9, Addison Trall hbsted the inau

saw Willowbrook sophomore Yaris
Austria emerge as.the champion, fol-
lowed by Addison Trail junior Dan-
iel Urquide and Addison Trail senior
Kristopher Guadarrama.

The following Addison Trail stu-
dents participated in the event: Junior
Omar Ibarra, junior Daniel Urquide,
freshman  Peter Sanchez, senior

Kostadino Stavropoulos, senior Kris-

ok and Addlson Trall cc

per Smash Brothers Invitational

topher Guadarrama and sophormore
Jorge Molina.

The following Willowbrook stu-
dents participated in the event:
Sophomore Yaris Austria, sopho-
more Graham Black, senior Ulises
Calderon; senior. Cristiari Castaneda,
sopbomore Jared Creech, senior Car-
ter Rojek and freshman Nicholas Van
Dyke.
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igural District 88 Esports Super Smash Brothers
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Public health

officials announce
14,049 new cases of
coronavirus last week

The Tllinois Department of Public
Health (IDPH) today reported 14,049
new confirmed and probable cases of
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in
Hlinois, including 45 deaths since
April 8.

Currently, IDPH is reporting a
total of 3,094,485 cases, including
33,510 deaths, in 102 counties in 1I-
linois since the beginning of the pan-
demic. The age of cases ranges from
younger than one to older than 100

years.

As of April 14, 464 individuals
in Illinois were reported to be in the
hospital with COVID-19. Of those,
70 patients were in the ICU and 32
patients with COVID-19 were on
ventilators. The preliminary sev-
en-day statéwide case rate is 110
COVID-19 cases per 100,000 Illi-
noisans.

A total of 21,648,058 vaccines
have been administered in Illinois.
The seven-day rolling average
of vaccines administered daily is
19,799 doses. Since April 8, 138,595
doses were reported admnistered in

0iS.

Of 1llinois’ total population, more
than 76 percent has received at least
one COVID-19 vaccine dose, more

than 68 percent of Hllinois’ total pop-
ulation is fully vaccinated, and more
than 50 percent is boosted according
to data from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

. Data indicates that the risk of hos-
-pitalization ' and severe outcomes
from COVID-19 is much higher for
unvaccinated people than for those
who are up to date on their vaccina-
tions. - .

On April 12, IDPH' announced it
is using new federal guidelines for
tracking COVID-19 at the commu-
nity level. The new CDC guidelines
emphasize the case rate and hospi-
talizations in order to better track the

_impact of COVID-19 in communi-
ties.

In addition, as'a result of HHS an-*

nouncing that testing providers are
1o longer required to report some
negative test results, p)PH will no
Ionger know how many tests are be-
ing done and will therefore no longer
teport test and case pofitivity.
" All data are provisional and are
subject to change. H
Additional  information  and
COVID-19 data canybe found at
https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19.
html.

Immanuel
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

Coonacved to Carist 1o Care for Commanity

Gather with us for Weekend Worship
Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Education Hour between services at 8:45 a.m.

online worship is available at
www.immanuelelmhurst.org

142 E. Third St.
Elmhurst, IL

Handicapped accegsible and hearing loop enabled

ImmanuelEimhurst.org

£30-832-1649

211832

" Several Willowb

Women’s Bible Study Mondays at 4:30 p.m.
April 30 Game Night from 4-8 p.m.

You can watch them on our Website or on Facebook.
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Willowbrook students take
part in teaching conference

k High School who are. lled in the school’s Preschool Teaching
Internship class or are student assistants with the Little Warrior Preschool program attended and
volunteered at the recent lllinois Assoclation for Supervision and Curriculum Development (IL
ASCD) Pre-K and Kindergarten Conference in Schaumburg. The IL ASCD website describes its

iation as “an In issues, trends and research that relate to learning,
teaching and leading. (The group) offers leadership institutes, warkshops and programs that focus
on the quality of teaching and learning.” During the conference, students worked with Willowbrook
alumna Andrea Zulawskl (Class of 2019) and her mother, Nancy Zulawski, a retired Schoot DIs-

trict 45 teacher. They learned about 1g curr , dlff iated instruction, play-based
learning, chitd-centered activities, combining music and ent and social: snal health of
chlidren and teachers. Willowbrook Career and Tt i lon (CTE) her Stephanie Ennis

- helped coordinate this learning experience.

Be a part of the

Wotship Services Directory
for as low as $15 per week
Call...Brenda at 630-834-4450

St. Timothy Evangelical

Lutheran Church
547 N. Main St. ©
Lombard, IL 60148
{630) 627-2435

Sunday Worship Schedule

Bible Study ¢ a.m.
Worship Service at 10:15 a.m.

Redeemer Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Elmhurst

Please join us for worship!

Sundays:
9am Adult Education and Sunday School
10am Traditional Divine Service

- % Fully handicapped-accessible’ \
< Bible Study, Sunday School, Handbell Choir,

Everyone is Welcome! 1st Steps In Music classes

i live st 5
Gl segvices SIS Jie stioamad] 123 E. St. Gharles Road, Elmhurst, IL 60126

630/834-1411 wwiv.Redeemert CMS.com 8 |
FB/RedsemerOfEimhurst H

sainttimothy.org

216280
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Cami Whitaker receives ‘88's Best’
recognition at Addison Trail
Praises parents, coaches, teachers
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Cami E. Whitaker was recently
named as Addison Trail’s April
reciprent of 88’s Best recognition
for her outstanding academic
accomplishments. Whitakef, a
‘seniot, was recognized during
the April 11 District 88 Boa:d of
Education meeting.

“I would consider the biggest
influences on my life to be my
parents, gymnastics coacbes and
teachers,” she said. “My parents are
the most tenacious and kindhearted
people I know. They have raised
seven children, while owning
a small business — which is no
easy task. They have faced many
hardships, including the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic
and a fire at their business just this
past August.

They remained optimistic through
everything and worked even harder
to reopen their doors, They have
been the best support system and set
the ultimate exampleé for my siblings
and me.

“When you spend as much time
as I do in the gym, you become
very close with your coaches. My
coaches taught me how to be a
persistent and forward-thinking
person through multiple injuries
and surgeries. Most importantly,
they tanght me howto accept and
learn from my failudes. I also have
been extremely grateful for the
support of my teachers through these
unprecedented timeg, Their passion
for teaching and corinection to their
students have truly tnade an impact
on all of us.” i

Academic and
extracurricular
achievements:
* Named as a Statg Scholar
* Named to the Honor Roll alt
four years of her high school career
« Named as AT’s Best
Involvement at Addison Trail:

*USBC

Suites by Hilton in;Downers Grove

"was selected by tournament orga-

nizers as the host hotel, with dozens
of other hotels throughout DuPage
County additionally:allocating rooms
for the tournament room block.
With overnight stays and visitation
spread throughout the county, this
tounament is a strong example of
how DSC and DCV:B play a role un-
matched by any othér organization.
“When we hosted the Jonior Gold
Championships in 2015, the event
generated such significant hotel
compression that we saw an occu-
pancy lift throughout DuPage on
the Smith Travel Report,” said Mar-
chetti. “That is our goal as we pur-
sue sporting events—and it requires
work across multiple municipalities
and a shared vision for outcomes.
These types of wins are only possible

11 When you spend as much time as | do
in the gym, you become very close with your
coaches. My coaches taught me how to be a
persistent and forward-thinking person through

multiple injuries and surgeries. Most importantly,
they taught me how to accept and learn from my

failures.” — camiWhitaker

T ———

+ Math Team

* Marching Band

Community involvement:

* Club gymnastics (trains 20 hours
a week as a level 10 gymnast)

¢ Coaches gymnastics and
‘babysits on the weekends

Future plans:

« Whitaker plans to attend Cornell
University’s College of Engineering,
with the intention of majoring
in mechanical engineering and
minoring in robotics.

* While Cornell University
doesn’t award merit aid or athletic
scholarships, Whitaker received a
financial package to compete for t.he
‘Women’s Gymnastics Team.

* Whitaker hopes to pursue a
career in the robotics field, working
on innovative technology.

“Growing up in gymnastics,
you are constantly trying to reach
‘perfection,” she said. “This
perfectionism has translated to many
aother aspects of my life, especially
school. T have always been
motivated to have perfect grades,

a perfect GPA, etc. T have always
been fascil d by the adv

of technology and curious as to
how many benefits of technology
we have yet to explore. That
curiosity has grown into a desire to
be a part of the team behind these
advancements, which motivated me
to do wel] in school to further my
education.”

Continued from front page)

with collaboration.”

Village of Addison Mayor Richard
Veenstra stated, “The Village of Ad-
dison is proud to support the vision
of Stardust Bowl owner Henry Bar-
ber along with DuPage Sports Com-
mission’s vision for sports tourism.
Qur commupity team has worked
diligently in partnership with Beth
and Jim to stand ready to welcome
guests to Addison.” We look . for-
ward to welcoming the bowlers to
our community and are excited to
be a part of what we know will be
a successful tournament for USBC
athlétes.”

Second in size only to the USBC
Open Championships in Las Vegas,

reports over 3,400 registered teams.

Staff member comments:
“Whitaker was an absolute joy to
have in Advanced Placement (AP)/
college-level English Language
and Composition last year. She
consistently participated with
ker Zoom camera on and was
eager to discuss the readings we
were analyzing. Her thoughtful
contributions demenstrated nuanced
understandings of the texts at hand
and highlighted her close, critical
reading skills. Whitaker’s essays
consistently stood out from those
of her classmates, because they
were clear, concise, well-organized
and well-supported arguments and

Best recognltion for her outstanding

analyses. When she was sidelined by
a medical issue, Whitaker didn’t nuiss
a beat (or a class for that matter). She
kept pushing herself to complete her
work and get the most aut of class:
Her determination and tepacity are
her calling card and will serve her
well as she heads off to college.”

- Amy Ferraro, AT English

Department Head

“Whitaker has been one of the
most extraordinary students I have
worked with in my career. Her
continued work ethic, along with
her dedication to both her academics
and athletics, will put heron a -
path for great success at Comell
Umvers1ty and beyond!”

- Kevin Redding,
AT Director of Guidance

" “Whitaker is AMAZING! She
is a highly focused young woman,
who is a role model for her peers.
‘Whitaker always has her goals in
mind, and I am so excited to hear
about the impressive feats she will
accomplish after graduation.”

- Kira Bonk, AT science teacher

UBMITTED PROTO Rock Valley Publishing
Cami E. Whitaker is pictured here with AddisonTrail Principal Jack
the Women'’s Championships staff Andrews has been named as Addison Trail's Aprll reclplent of 88’s

Specmors are welcome and admis- Whitaker, @ senlor, was recognized during the April 11 | District 88

- sion is free.

Board of Education meeting.
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In Skokie. Dean Alej

4 0
discussed the novel “Night” by Holocaust sui

olocaust Museum & Educatiol
ttended -as well. The class recently read an:
rvivor Elie Wiesel, and the field trlp was

Addison Trail English students visit Holocaust Museum

On Aprif 6, 15 Addison Trail students In{teacher Annette Severino’s En
Bridge Program classes visited the Illinols

glish 10 a way for the students to expérlence what they read about and empathize with those
n Center who are being oppressed. The museum'’s theme is “Take a Stand™ against Injustice
d and treat people with respect.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Aock Valisy Publishing

Bond set for Addison -
man accused of arson at

Elmhurst

DuPage County .
State’s  Attorney
‘Robert Berlin and
Elwhurst  Chief
of Police Michael
Ruth have an-
nounced that bond
has been set for
an Addison man
accused of setting  Darlo Salas
fire to a vehicle in the parking lot of
an Elmhurst car dealership.

Dario Salas, 40, appeared at a bond
hearing where Judge John Kinsella
set bond at $200,000 with 10 percent
to apply. Salas has been charged with
twa counts of arson, a Class 2 felony.

On April 13 at approximately 1:14
am., officers with the Elmhurst Po-
lice Department responded to the El-
mhurst BMW car dealership located
in the 500 block of W. Lake St., for
a vehicle on fire in the west parking
lot.

Upon their arrival, officers found a
black Audi on fire. The Elmhurst Fire
Department arrived on scene and ex-
tinguished the fire.

It is alleged that on April 13, at
approximately 1 a.m., an individual,
later identified as Salas, entered the
BMW parking lot from the northwest
corner and approached the Audi ve-
hicles parked in the west parking Jot,
1t is alleged that Salas then poured
gasoline on the vehicle, set the. vehi-
cle on fire and then left the parking
lot.

An investigation intc the matter
led authorities to Salas who was tak-
en into custody by Elmhurst officers

BMW dealership

“ | commend }
the Elmhurst Police
Department for their
outstanding work in
identifying the fire as
intentional and for |
their work in not only
identifying Mr. Salals as
the man who allegedly
started the fire, but'also
for their extremely quick
apprehension of the
defendant” = |

- Robeit Berlin :

following a traffic stop it Addison
less than two hours later. ;

“Tt is alleged that Mr. Salas inten-
tionally set fire to an Augi located
at the Elmhurst BMW car dealer-
ship,” Berlin said. “Thankfully, the
Elmhurst Fire Department! was able
1o contain the fire to the Audi with
just the two vehicles on each side of
the Audi sustaining some gamage. I
commend the Elmhurst Police De-
partment for their cutstanding work
in identifying the fire as intentional
and for their work in not énly iden-
tifying Mr. Salas as the man who al-
legedly started the fire, but also for
their extremely quick apprehension
of the defendant.”

Salas’ next court appearance is
scheduled for May 11 for arraign-
ment in front of Judge Kinsella.

Coming events

- Tuesday, Aprll 26

Friday, April 22
Digital converting:
8mm flim to MP4

From 1-2 p.m. at the Addison
Public Library, learn how to use
the Creative Studio’s digitization
equipment to coavert 8mm film
reels to MP4. This class will pro-
vide a demo of the converting pro-
cess. Note: The Wolverine convert-
er works with 8mm and Super8 film
reels, but does not work with §mm
or Hi8 video tapes. Call 630-543-
3617 or learn more at: addisonli-
brary.org/events.

Saturday, April 23
Drop-In crafts

i (for kids)

From 2-2:45 p.m. at the Addison
Public Library, stop by and make
something with us. Call 630-543-
3617 or learn more at: addisonli-
brary.org/events.

Monday, April 25
to Friday, April 29
Hive Mind (for teens)

From 3-4:30 p.m. each day at_

the Addison Public Library, we'll
showcase different ways to calm
down, focus, and recharge. Try
some ASMR, simple crafts, or talk
with experts about mental health.
Call 630-543-3617 or learn more
at: addisonlibrary.org/events

Monday, April 25
Discover the

Life Changing Power
of Meditation

*Starting at 7 p.m. on Zoom via.

the Addison Public Library, join
long time meditator Arlene Sam-
sel for this transformational work-
shop. Call 630-543-3617 or learn
more at: addisonlibrary.org/events.

The job search for
older professionals

From 10 a.m. to noon on Zoom
via the Addison Public Library,
whether you have been looking for
a new job for a while or are new-
ly seeking a part-time job after
retirement, we’ll show you how
to adapt your job search strategies
for success. We’ll explore the new
job search norms, filling out on-
lipe applications, understanding
inter-generational work values,
succeeding in the interview, and
more. Call 630-543-3617 or learn
more at: addisonlibrary.org/events.

* Microsoft Excel basics
Starting at 7 pim. at the Adult
Program Room of the Addison
Public Library, this class will teach
Excel skills such as using basic
formatting and formulas. Call 630-
543-3617 or learn more at: addi-
sonlibrary.org/events.

Wednesday, April 27
Mid-day Desk Stretch

Starting at 11 am. on Zoom via
the Addison Public Library, join us
for a series of low-impact stretching
exercises we can do in our home or
work offices to offset our sedentary
work lives. Call 630-543-3617 or
learn more at: addisonlibrary.org/
events.

* Project Fresh (for teens)
Starting at 3 p.m. at the Addison
Public Library, each month we'll
give you a bag of fruits and veg-
gies, a secret ingredient to make
them delicious, and a.new chal-
lehge to develop your' cooking

skills. Call 630-543-3617 or learn.

more at: addisonlibrary.org/events

> Meet the threats

Starting at 7 p.m. at the large
meeting room of the Addison Pub-
lic Library, share your opinions at
this roundtable discussion of cur-
rent events from foreign policy and
social issues to the business world
and the legal system. If you’re con-
cerned about the direction the U.S.
is heading, this program is for youn.
Call 630-543-3617 or learn more
at: addisonlibrary.org/events.

Thursday, April 28
Is this a good time
to start a business?

From noon to 1 p.m. on Zoom
via the Addison Public Library,
Our speaker will walk you through
different business models, answer
your questions, and share resources
and a handout you can use to de-
termine if the time is right for you
to become a business owner. Call
630-543-3617 or learn more at: ad-
disonlibrary.org/events.

» Windows & Mirrors
Book Club (grades 3-5)

From 6 to 6:45 p.m. at the Ad-
dison Public Library, join us for a
discussion of The Boy at the Back
of the -Class by Onjali Q. Raif.
In the book, a new student named
Ahmet arrives in Mrs. Khan’s class,

- and one child is determined to be-
“friend him.

All participants will receive a
free copy of the book to keep; cop-
ies will be available starting Apr. 1.
Limit 6 ‘participants. Recommend-
ed for grades 3-5. .

Call 630-543-3617 or learn more
at: addisonlibrary.org/events.
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‘Working to thwart organized retail crime

To support retailess, update prose-
cuting resources - and promote: stale-
wide economic growth, the Miinois
Senate adopted o measure Jed by state
Sen, Suzy Glowiak Hilton (D-Western
Springs) to curb organized retail crime
and hiold ringleaders accountuble.

*“Organized retall crimes across the
stale hove disturbed residents, wreaked
havoc on businesses and stmted
growth within local economies"” Glo-
wizk Hilton' said. “By advancing the

Organized Retail Crime Act, Ilinois
has an opporumity to enact one of the
most comprehiensive crme-curhing ef-
foirts in the nation.”

In partoership with the Ilinois Re-
tail Merchani= Association and the of-
fics of the atomey general, Glowiak
Hilton'’s initiative defines organized
retail crime 5 a criminal charge and

theft of retail merchandise with the in-
tent to sell.

Under the proposal, prosecutirs
wonld have new opportunities 10 bring
charges against offenders regardless of
whre the crimes takes place. For ex-
ample, if the conspiracy, theft and sell-
mg in different jurischctions,
each jurisdiction would have the abili-

2iVes pros additionat
o charge crime ringleaders. Specifi-
cally, the measure codifies ORC #s the

Addison Trail’s Orchesis

plans annual show
‘Don't Stop the Dancing’ comes to
the stage April 29-30

On Friday, April 29 and Samurday,
April 30, Addison Trail will present
its annual Orchesis Show in the aods-
torium ot Addison Trail High School.
Corain times are 7 pan. each eve-
ning, plus an sdditional performance
at 2 p.m, on Saturday.

This year's theme is “Don’t Stop
the Dancing” and the event will fea-
ture more than 20 dance numbers
that showcase an array of styles such
as hip-hop, jezz, lyrical, salsa, mod-
em-comtemporary and musical the-
atre. Every aspect of the show — from
the choreography, to the costumes to
the set and lighting — is run by stu-
dents, and the production will feature
30 dancers, 30 escorts and five hosts.

The Orchesis recently elected new
officers which include: co-presidents
junior Miabella DiGrazia and senior
Gabriela Rojo; publicity, seniors
Monsserrat Berrum and Jennifer Val-

- dez; secretary senior Maria Angela
Doudalis; treasuser senior Marissa

L E Ven ts (Continued from page 5)

Silhouette Studio Basics:
Monograms

From 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Adult
Program Room of the Addison Pub-
lic Library, learn the basics of Sil-
houette Studio, the design software
used for the Silhouette Cameo vi-
nyl cutter, This class will show you
the basic editing tools and steps
for creating a monogram. Designs
created in Silhouvette Studio can
be cut using the Silhouette Cameo
into vinyl for decorating towels,
glasses, wood signs, and more. Call
630-543-3617 or learn more at: ad-
disonlibrary.org/events.

Friday, April 29
Story time outside

From 10-10:30 a.m. at the Addi-
son Public Library, it’s back. Join
us for Story Time Outside on the
west lawn of the library. Bring a
blanket to sit on if you would like
one. After story time, you may dec-
orate the sidewalk with chalk and
take home a craft. During the April
29 session, we will celebrate El dia
de los libros/Children’s Book Day!
All participants ages 2 and older
must wear a face covering if not
able to social distance. This pro-
gram is limited to 15 children total
and their caregivers; all children

Zucchero; wirdrobe juniors Domen-
ica D'Upo and Afste Sinpienius; and,
historian junicr Ava Colella,

The officets are happy to perform
in person With no restrictions for the
first time since 2019, prior W the
pandemic:: They also are excited to
have an added date this year, as the
schiool will host three shows,

“The audience members can ook
forward t |a high-snergy perfor-
mance, with strong technigue and
new types of donces we haven'rdone
in & while," the officers said.

“They als¢ can expect to see that
‘wow” factor, We want them to have

as good of a fime as we're having on”

stage.”
- Tickets at{ $7 for adults, $5 for
students and;children ages 3-12 and
$3 for senior citizens, but are free to
District 88 students with an ID and

- seniors. with a District 88 Senior

Gold Card. {Family activity passes
are not accepjted for this event.

must be accompanied by a caregiv-
er. Registratjon is now open. Regis-
ter for each session separately.

Ongoing events
Addison Park District
Swim Clinic

This is perfect for children who
have passed out of the Dolphins
Level in group lessons. Swim Clin-
ic is a greatiway to introduce chil-
dren to swim team. To qualify to be
in swim ¢linic, your child must be
able to swiim freestyle and back-
stroke properly for 50 yards with-
out stopping. In Swim Clinic, they
will learn proper starts and finishes,
work on making their strokes legal
for competition, and get familiar
with comman drills and games that
occur in practice on a swim team.
The class will have an emphasis on
stroke techhique and endurance.
Dates: Session 2: May 2-26. Times
7-8 p.m. Days: Tuesday and Thurs-
day. Info: addisonparks.org.

Addison Road Watriors
Running Club for
ages 16 and over

Are you currently a runmer or
thinking about getting into rup-
ning? Joinibg a running club has

tytop the entire crime. The Il
linois. attomey general would also hive
the ability to prosecute via a statewide

grand jury.

“The measufe targets individuals
stealing for profit, Dot nyont engaging
in petty shopliftung.” Glawiak Hilten

said, “Deterring retail crime starts with'
supparting law eaforcement, holding

criminals responsible and making it
tougher 10 resell stolen goods.”

To prevent stolen goods from being
s0id onling; the measure also credies
the Integrity, Notification and Fairness
in Online Retal Marketplaces for Con-

sumers Act, or the INFORM Act,u
quire third-party sellers to verify o

Jdefitity with bank account numbe:
other personal identifying informat

Sellers who do not comply may be

pended.

As smended, House Bill 1
moves for concurmence considera
in the House,

Edifor’s note: This was subm
by the affice of State Ser. Suzy Gl
ak Hilton.

Hoffman Estates woman gets three

years for starving two dogs to death

DuPage County State’s Attomey Eobert Berlin has
announced the second of two individoals sccused
of starving two dogs to deathi has been senteniced to
three years in the Mlinois Department of Comections,

'b—the maximurm available penalty.

Sarah Gotski; 21, of Hoffman Estates, appeared in
court in front of Jodge Michael Reidy, who handed
down the sentence. On Feb, 22, Gorski entered a plea of
guilty to three counts of aggravated cruelty (0 &nimals, 8
Class 4 felony.

On Nov. 8, 2021, Gorski's co-defendsnt, Andre
Narris, 29, of Hoffman Estates, was septenced 1o three
years in the IDOC, the miximum availible penalty,
aﬁupm“ouﬂymt!rm,glpbﬁufgmlr} 10 three counts

of aggravated cruelfy 1o ammals, also i frant of Tudge

Reidy.

On March 2, Naperville officert and Naperville
animal control personne] responded to a trail area
regarding a disposed of dead German shepherd. The
Gennan shepherd, later identified as Meliodas, or
“Otis,” was found wrapped in a bed sheet in a storage
container in a wooded area near a drainage ditch. He
weighed approximately 20 pounds, while this type of
dog should normally weigh approximately 70 pounds.

An investigation into the matter led authorities to
Gorski and Norris as the owners of Otis.

The investigation also found that the defendants had
owned at least two other dogs, Scooby and Bubba.

Through the detectives' invesngation, it was learned thi
none of the dogs had many visits to the veterinanan.

On March 13, a search wamant was execated on the
defendants’ home. When mvestigstors amived, they
found Scobby, a German shepherdhound mix, in'a
musted dog crate; filled with anima! feces, blood, and
unne.

He weighed approximately 20 pounds, was severely
starved, could pot walk, had massive sores mtluding
cme Where you coald abmost see his bone and had feces
stuck in hig fur.

‘Hubba, 8 Corgt, was nol Jocated a1 this time, Througt
their investipation, suthorties lesmed that Bubba
find died In the first week of March. Tnvestigators
subsequently found Bubba in a field wrapped in & sheet
where Gorski und Noms durnped him.

Both Ots and Bubba were Sent 1o the University
of lliinois Veterinary School for a necropsy where it
was determined that Otis died from canine parvovirus,
starvation and rat poisoning. Bubba, who weighed
only four pounds when he was found, died of severe
starvation. -

*Simply put, with Sarah Gorski and Andre Norris
responsible for their well-being, Otis and Bubba never
stood a chance,” Berlin said.

Gorski will begin serving her sentence on June 2.
She will be required to serve 50 percent of her sentence
before being eligible for parole.

great advantages for all running
abilities. Our club will incorporate
various distances, paces, and sur-
faces to performyour best. It will
provide guidance on goal setting,
strengthening, flexibility and nutri-
tion geared specifically for runners.
Local races will also be targeted in
this program. Location: ‘Club Fit-
ness. Info: addisonparks.org.

Open enroliment is
ongolng for the Addison
Park District Preschool

The Addison Park District pre-
school program curriculum reflects
the Illinois Early Learning and De-
velopment Standards. Visit www.
illinoisearlylearning.org for more
details. The Park District helps
children develop prekindergarten
skills, inciuding letter/name recog-
nition, listening skills, healthy hab-
its, cooperative play, fine motor,
and socialization skills. The expe-

. riences are both educational and

recreational, which aid in social,
physical, intellectual, and emo-
tional growth. Registration is tak-
en in-person at the Centennial Rec
Center. Call (630) 233-7275 option
3 for registration availability. Visit
addisonparks.org for required pa-
perwork due prior to first day of

program,

Join the Addison All Star
Summer Day Camp Program
beginning June 13

Participants will go on super-
vised hikes, learn to play sports,
adventure out to new outdoor plac-
es, plant a children’s garden, create
arts and crafts projects, have fun
with dance parties, and will enjoy
fitness and movie days. The pro-
gram will operaté in small ratios
and groups which will enable par-
ticipants to receive individual at-
tentioa in a fun, safe environment.
Enroll in a five day a week option
or as little as two days a week.
Times: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Com-
munity Recreation Center. Info: ad-
disonparks.org.

English conversation
groups

At 2 .p.m. Mondays on Zoom,
and at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at the
Adult Program Room of the Addi-
son Public Library, practice listen-
ing and speaking skills in a small
group setting. Learn more at: addi-
sonlibrary.org/events.

English reading circle
At 11 a.m. Tuesdays at the Adult

Program Room of the Addi
Public Library. Learn more at:
disonlibrary.org/events.

jHola! (drop-in)

Join the Addison Public- Libi
on Thursdays from 10:45 to 11
a.m. for an in-person bilingual
ry time in Spanish and Engl
Drop-in.

Info: addisonlibrary.org or
630-543-3617.

Computer basics

Learn computer basics from
p.m. at the Adult Program Roon
the Addison Public Library. I
addisonlibrary. org or call 630-3
3617.

Heroes story time

From 10-10:30 a.m. at the .
dison Public Library, join us
stories and activities about eve
day heroes, superheroes, and m-
Info: addisonlibrary.org or
630-543-3617.

Clubs and organizations are 1
come to send entries for this .
umn to: newsl@rvpublishing.c
Please include a phone mumbe)
e-mail address to contactfor in
mation.
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Tips to help older adults combat Ionellness, isolation-

Humans are social beings. Even be-
fore the coronavirus disrupted social
lives, experts have long studied the
health effects of isolation and loneli-
ness. There’s one group at high risk—

~ older adults,

As peaple get older, many are alone

‘more often. This lack of connection

Ieaves them vulnerable.

Loneliness (the feeling of being
alone) and social isolation (a Yack of
social connections) affect a significant
mumber of older adults in the US.

Many adults aged 50 and older are
socially isolated or lonely in ways that
put their health at risk, says-the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC). -

“Health problems associated with
social isolation and loneliness include
depression, anxiety, cognitive decline,
obesity, high blood pressure, heart

disease, stroke, dementia and Alzhei-
mer’s disease,” said Charles Lawler,
MD., with Elmhurst Memorial Med-
ical Group, an-internal medicine phy-
sician who - specializes in geriatrics.
“Some studies suggest that peaple
who feel lonely may have weakened
immune cells and have trouble fight-
ing off illnesses.”

‘What can older adults do to prevent
the negative health effects of social
isolation and Ioneliness? First, talk to
a doctor.

A doctor can assess their risk for
loneliness and social isolation and
work with them to help prevent asso-
ciated medical conditions.

People can also fry these tips to
combat loneliness and isolation. as
they age:

« Engage in meamngﬂﬂ productive
activities with othe‘t_§

» Join a support group for older
aduits or a religious organization for
spiritnal support.

« Find a sense -of purpose. It’s a
buffer against stress, anxiety and de-
pression.

« Structure days by setting goals
that become part of a regular routine.

« Help others.by volunteering at a
hospital, animal ‘shelter or organiza-
tion.

» Work for a social cause with oth-
ers who share the same values.

* Do something they enjoy each
day (e.g., reading, writing, drawing,
music, puzzles, games).

» Take a class (e.g., art, cooking,
swimming, yoga)

« Practice gratitude. It can lead to

‘more life satisfaction, among other

health benefits.
+ Maintain a healthy lifestyle (e.g.,

eaf well, get good sleep exercise Teg-
ularly).

=Consult with adoctor-who has ex-
-pemsem geriatric popnldtions and/or
seek help froma professmnal geriatric
counselor,

“+’Access community resources, in-
cluding AARP,dllincis Department on
Aging, Eldercare Locator and Nation-
al Gouncil on Aging.

Keep in mind, people can feel lone-
1y regardless of the amount of social
contact they have. Some people don’t
mind being alone and don’t feel lonely
when they’re alone. Others feel lonely
while among a group of people.

Changes in mood, energy level or
appetite that persist or interfere with
everyday life should not be dismissed
as a normal part of getting older.

For more information, visit EE-
Health.org.
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- Sullivan, Elizabeth Garcla

Frrorn

-About 500 students
attended Willowbrook High
School’'s 2022 prom on
Friday night at the Museum
of Science and Industry
in Chicago. Several buses.
transported the students
from Willowbrook to the
prom. One photo (left) at the
school shows (left to right)
seniors Vince Vassolo, Marc
Collura, Jordan Fiynn, Max
Silkaltls and Cristian Lager.
Another photo (below left)
shows (left to right) senlors
Rocco Luczak, Sophle

and Leo Latiker. One more
photo (below right) shows
(left to right) seniors Emily
Maher, Katle Wentworth and
Damian Rocha, Willowbrook’s
Class of 2022 will hold its
commencement ceremony in -
the school’s maln gymnasium
on Sunday, May 22.




~ Warriors close week with a

Triumph at
College of
DuPage lifts
team’s record

STAFI El.’- to 5-1
TlieR V&zlgwbrook softball team
won two of three games last week to

improve its overall season record to
5-1. :

The Warriors began the week.

with a 7-6-loss at Plainfield South
on April 11. One day later, Willow-
brook defeated Proviso West 14-1
in a five-inning game in Villa Park.
The Warriors finished the week with
Saturday’s 5-2 victory over Argoina
contest played at College of DuPage
in Glen Ellyn. -

Freshman Sonia Ruchala went
2-for-2 in last week’s game against
Plainfield South. Ruchala scored
one run and drove in one run. Senior
Grace Hayes delivered a 2-for-4 ef-
fort at the plate with one run batted
in.

The Warriors scored three runs in
the top of ‘the sixth inning to take a
6-5 lead, but Plainfield South won
the game by scoring two runs in the
bottom of the seventh inning.

Willowbrook: scored seven runs
in the first inning of its game against
Proviso West. The Warriors added
two tuns in the second inning, one

run in the third inning and four runs
in the fourth inning.

Ruchala went 3-for-3 with a dou-
ble and a triple in the win over Pro-
viso West. She scored two runs and
drove in three runs, Senior Josie
Chiano also drove in three runs for
the Warriors, while junior Emily
Pearson drove in two runs.

Freshman Hannah Kenny pitched
a complete game for the Warriors
in their victory over Proviso West.
Kenny recorded 13 strikeouts in five
innings. She allowed one hit and one
walk.

Argo scored two runs in the top of
the first inning of Saturday’s game,
but Willowbrook responded with
four runs in the bottom of the first
inning. The Warriors added one more
run in the fifth inning.

Willowbrook connected for three
hits in the game, while Argo had just

GHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Valley Publistitg
Willowbrook's softball team

two hits. The Warriors cc itted
three emmors. The Argonauts made
five errors. .

Junior Kayleigh Dennison ‘went
1for-3 and scored two runs for
Willowbrook in Saturday’s win.
Sophomore Karman Rowe pitched a
complete game for the Warriors. She
allowed two hits and no earned runs
over seven innings. Rowe, who fired
101 pitches in the \game, recorded
four strikeouts while allowing three
walks: & '

‘Willowbrook wif] open its West
Suburban Gold Gonference sea-
son with this weekls games against
Downers Grove Sopth, Morton and
Leyden. I

earned a 5-2 win over Argo on
Saturday in a game played at
College of DuPage In Glen El-

overall season record to 5-1 with
the victory. One photo from Sat-
urday’s game shows sophomore
catcher Isabella Dugo firing the
ball to first base, Another photo
shows junior Kayleigh Dennison
connecting for a double In the
fitth inning. Dennison eventually
scored on a groundout by senior
Caitlyn Kulczyski to give the War-
rlors a 5-2 lead. Argo scored two
runs in the top of the firstinning.
Willowbrook scored four runs in
the bottom of the first-inning.

lyn. The Warriors improved their

victory over Argo

=]
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Warriors at the net

Willowbrook’s boys volleyball team faced Bolingbrook in last
week’s match in Villa Park. The vislting Raiders defeated Willow-
brook 25-19, 25-21 In the April 13 contest. While Willowbrook's
overall record dropped to 3-8 with the loss, head coach Ryan Ba-
zon noted that the team has been very competitive in most of its
matches this season. Senlor Michael Mosbah (left - No. 17) provid-
ed eight kills and six digs for the Warriors. Senior Dom Faillo con-
tributed 16 assists and one ace, while junior Brandon Edwards
supplied tive kills, four digs and one ace. Senior Joey Pearson
made six digs. Another phato from the match shows junior Patrick
Dasbach (abové - No. 14). The Warriors will play at an invitational
at Downers Grove South this Friday and Saturday.
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I'm reading the Speak Out of
Thursday, April 7, and I'm getting
thoroughly ~disgusted. Practically
every single comment in that week’s
Speak Out is nothing but Biden
bashing. It’s getting a little ridicu-

* lous. Yeah, Biden’s trying to do the.

best he can for this country. Many
of us voted for him. That’s why he’s
there: to try to do what he can so
he can help the United States and
survive what Trump had destmyed
Thank you.

* *

There are a lot of people trying to
support the current federal govern-
ment, but we must really focus on
the train wreck of representatives we
have locally. Mlinois will not change
until we get rid of the folks who vot-
ed to teach your children about sex.
Tllinois is a train wreck and ail the
Madigan money that bought them
is gone. We need change. Vote them
out!

* ¥ ¥

A recent caller advised we should
frown' when seeing coal being
transported. Why? Coal is used for
electricity production, © aluminum

- production, steel manufacturing, ce-

ment and paper production, etc. If
this caller does not have any cement
in his or her life to. drive or walk on,
uses no electricity, no steel in their
car, no aluminum uses and no paper
uses, then frown at the coal train.

* ¥ &

I'm enjoying watching the left
squirm and have conniption fits over
Elon Musk’s offer to- buy Twitter.
Maybe if he takes over Twitter, he
will get rid of the twits on Twitter
who only censor conservative view-
points. When is the last time you've
heard of anyone on the left being
banned from Twitter?

* % k

Hi, this for the guy who runs Vil-
1a Park. When I voted for you, you
made it sound like you were going
to fix all kinds of stuff. Nothing has
been done. The streets are worse
than ever. There are more potholes
than ever. And now, I’'m betting the
newspaper won't put this in. Bye.

*ok k.

When the news media reports
that the U.S. gave in Ukraine $800
million in military aid, do they give
them cash or equipment? If they give
equipment, js it the inflated price the
government pays for everything, or
is it the real cost? Remember the
$400 toilet seats the military used
10 buy? And why do we make pub-
lic the list of things we are going
to send? The Russians monitor our
news media and get a step ahead.

Thank you
* %k

-1 do not consider myself an ex-
pert on Ukrainian-Russian ‘history
or relations. I fly a Ukrainian flag

in front of my house. I support the-

Ukrainian people and abhor the de-
struction of city after city. People:
men, women and children are being
slaughtered in the streets. This is
simply a case of evil versus good.
It is not a morality play because
people are bleeding and dying. Evil
must not succeed.
* &

This week’s truism: 1t’s amazing
when you see two normal-looking
human. beings watch or observe an
event and they can-have such a dif-
ference of apinion on what actually
happened. You see that'even more
today in Anierican politics.

* %k %

'I am totaﬁy amazed how through-
out DuPage; County, there are-no al-
lowances fdr yellow blinking lights

" on streets and-roads or yellow/red

lights late at night. What we have is,
in fact, the domplete opposite, where
you have stbp lights on timers. And
the amounti of gas wasted waiting
at red lights when there’s no traffic
on the opposite side is unbelievable.
More needsito be done. Explain why
we cannoti have yellow. blinking
lights like they have downstate or in
‘Wisconsin.
* ¥k
- To all the,people who want to give
the homeless job applications, or take
them to places that they know are
hiring so they can get work, I have
one question for you: Why don’t you
take them t¢ work with you and you
hire them? When people don’t have
a place to properly clean up, or have
the clothes {o wear to a job, or have
the ability fo get to and from that
job, or evert have a fixed address or
P.O. box to/put in their application,
those are roadblocks to them getting
employment. So, it’s not as cut-and-
dried as you think. Thank you.
* &k
Most of ps hard-core Democrats
need to realize our party is no longer
what it was{ Evolution takes its toll
in politics and everyday life; some
good, som% bad. Qur strong lead
in socialism over the conservatives
in government may be short-lived
when we mn out of the people’s
money. We need to do more than la-
bel people racist, etc. We Americans
need to preserve America as one. E
pluribus unurm. Rémember?
* k¥
Presxdeut Biden, why don’t you
swallow you: pride and open up the
Keystone Pipeline? Do something
good for a change and get us out of
recession. Bye.

* k *F

‘& good idea: Te

ime it a;wblemmunrcmnhy
What should aboot it Here's
“open our southem
barderto allow millions of peopleto

-illegally pour into our nation. I'm sure

absolutely none of the people who are

coming in are involved with drugs,

gangs, human trafficking or other

criminal activity, Biden deserves:to

be impeached for dereliction of duty.
* % * .

The new Iilinois revenue law re-
cently passed needs 10 require signs
on gas pumps. The sign should state:
“As of July 1, 2022, the State of II-
linois has suspended the infiation

the ta
ens a fine of $500 a day on statlons
that don’t comply. This is very hyp-
ocritical. In 2019, the Illinois pol-
iticians passed a 38-cent increase
in the gas tax. They did not require
signs for this adjustment. Hmm.
It must be an election year. This is
what makes Ilinois a joke. This
measure is not eliminating a gas tax;
it is only delayingthe increase. Big
deal. Can’t wait until fall when we
will geta whopping $50 check from

m’;’“p‘ﬁn“’“’m‘? et
on-it. Funny | w
- right hefore the clection, Gotta
filinois politics.
! * Xk ¥k

So I hear members of the I
House and Senate passed the la:
spending plan in state history
also voted themselves more
$485, in cost of living incre:
Keep alt this in mind when you
getting campaign literature this
from the incumbent representa
and senators around here who
‘posedly have been looking ou
_you'in Springfield the Jast two y

added one goal. Senlor Brooke Vandergrift p

Warriors tangle with Morton

Willowbrook’s girls soccer team played three matches fast week. All three matches were part
of the Plainfleld Classic Tournament. The Warriors began the week with a 4-0 win over Stagg
on April 11. Junlor Kennedy Vannoy scored three goals In the victory. Senlor Erin Fitzgibbon
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fed three

while Fitzgi detivered
one asslst. Witlowbrook
played a West Suburban
Gold Conference match
against Morton on April 14
in Villa Park. In addition to
belng a conference match,
the contest was part of the
Plainfield Classic: Morton
defeated Willowbrook 5-0. Th:

* Mustangs held a 3-0 haiftime

lead In the battle, which took
place in extremely windy
conditions. Willowbrook's
conference record slipped
to 1-1 with the loss.
Unfortunately for the Warrior:
Vannoy suffered an Injury lat
Int the first half of the match
against Morton. Vannoy (No.
9} is pictured at left during
that match. Another photo™
{above) from the match
shows junior Molly Brennan
(No. 15, left) and senior
Izzy Manning {No. 24, right)
The Warriors finished the
tour with y's
31 loss to Dundee-Crown
in Plainfield. Fitzglbbon
scored Wlllowbrook's goal
with an asslst from senior
Rachael Klamecki. Saturday”
loss moved the Warriors’
overall season record to 6-4.
Willowbrook’s schedule this
week includes Friday's home
match against Glenbard East




