| Registration

aegins Apr il5

THE PEVL
1S INTL

#BeBunt

Cold plunge

Several members of the Villa Park Police Department joined other area law en- 8o far raised over $8,700. Their fundralsing efforts will continue through the end of
forcement officers to take part In Saturday afternoon’s 2022 Polar Plunge at the March. Willowbrook High School Princlpal Dan Krause (not pictured in the éabove
Oak Brook Bath and Tennls Club. The event’s participants taok a brief piunge into photo) joined the Villa Park Police Department team in Saturday’s Polar Plunge.
an outdoor pond at the club during wet and chilly conditions. The Polar Plunge Is Krause first took part in the plunge in 2020, after Villa Park Detective Donald Glam-
a fundraiser for the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Specilal Olympics lllinols. The marino—the resource officer at the school—spoke to him about making a donation
members of the Villa Park Police Department who took the plunge on Saturday have to the team.
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Warriors’ offense shines in first week of the season

Willowbrook scores 19 total runs in lImpressive wins over Bartlett and Glenbard East
STAFF REPORT o =5 = Thas, D) 7 —_— O

The Willowbrook baseball team 1 .
opened its 2022 season with a pair \ )
of victories last week. The Wartiors
‘began their season with an 11-5 win
over Bartlett at Lee Pfund Stadium in
Carol Stream on March 14. Willow-
brook moved to 2-0 with an 8-1 win
over Glenbard East in Villa Park on
March 16.

Senior Max Vaisvila and Jjunior
Isaac Sobieszezyk both homered in
the Warriors’ win over Bartlett. So-
bieszczyk connected for a two-run
homer in the first inning. Vaisvila
drilled a two-run homer in the third
inning. Vaisvila's blast gave the War-
rors an 11-0 lead, o

Sobieszczyk went 2-for-3 and
drove in four runs. He scored three
Tuns. Vaisvila went 1-for-4 and drove
in three runs,

Junior Joey Tumilty, who was
Willowbrook’s leadoff hitter, went
2-for-2 and scored three runs. Sopho-
more Aiden Baerenklau went 2-for-2
and scored one n.

Senior Jacob Skinner pitched the
first three innings for the Warriors,
Skinner didn’t allow any runs. He
recorded five strikeouts while giving
up one hit and one waik,

Willowbrook scored one run in CHRIS FOX PHOTOS frock Vally Publsting

the first inning of its game against Willowbrook's baseb team opened its with a pair of wins last week. The Warrlors beat Bartlett 11-5 on March 14.Two days later,
Glenbard East. The Warriors scored Willowbrook earned an 8-1 home win over Glenbard East. One photo from the Warriors’ March 16 win In Villa Park shows senior Max Valsvlla
three runs in both the third and the (above left - No. 1) at the plate. Another photo shows junior Isaac Sobleszezyk (above right - No. 9) heading toward third base, where Wil-
fourth t;:]m“]gtsﬁ and added one more  jowhrook head coach Vic Wisner instructs him to stop. Vaisvila and Sobleszczyk both homered in Wiltowbrook’s March 14 win over Bartlett.
Tun 1o the six lnpmg. ) g 0
Senior Jacob Kutella went 3-for4 3 and scored two runs, Sobieszezyk Vaisvila worked the first three and Saphomore Dayne Meyer pitched batters. [

and drove in three tuns in the War- went 2-for-3 and drove in two runs.  two-third innings on the mound, He three and one-third scoreless innings. Willowbrook’s schedule this week
Tiors’ win over the Rams. Kutella hit  Junior Alex Chaltin went 1-for-3 and  struck out five batters while allowing He allowed four hits and Do walks. includes home games against Glen-
apair of doubles. Tumilty went 2-for-  scored WO runs. one run, three hits and three walks, Meyer struck out two Glenbard East  brook South and Glenbard South.

- Warriors start season

by winning two of

| three matches in the
‘Windy City Classic

STAFF REPORT.

The Willowbrook girls soccer team began its
2022 season by Playing three home matches Tast
week. The Warriors won two of the three match-
es. All three contests were part of Reavis High
School’s 32-team Windy City Classic.

The Warriors opened their season with an 8-0
win over Oak Lawn on March 15, Two days Jat-
er, Willowbrook suffered a 2-1 loss to Glenbrook
South. The Warriors bounced back from that loss
by beating Plainfield South 2-0 on Saturday.

Junior Kennedy Vannoy scored three goals in
the first half of the Warriors’ match against Oak
Lawn to help Willowbrook to 2 5-0 halftime lead.
Seniors Rachael Klamecki and Brooke Vander-
grift each scored one first-half goal. Vandergrift
scored another goal early in the second half Se-
nior Mackenzie Parente netted a goal to increase
the lead to 7-0. Sophomore Natalia Garcia-Avila
scored the Warriors’ final goal of the match.-

Vannoy scored a goal early in the March 17
match against Glenbrook South to help the War-
tiors to a 1-0 haiftime lead. Glenbrook South
pulled out the victory with a pair of second-half
goals. "

: ! f ! s CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Valiey Publishing Vandergrift scored the Warriors® first goal in
Nillowbrook’s girls soccer team slarted its season with an 8-0 victory over Oak Lawn in Villa Park on March 15. The match Saturday morning’s contest. Willowbrook's next
art of Reavis High School’s 32-team Windy City Classic. Senior Brooke Vandergrift (above left - No. 6) scored two goals for goal came on an own-goal by Plainfield Sonth.
Warrlors In the win over Oak Lawn, Senior Mackenzle Parente {above right - No. 16) added one goal. Junior Kennedy Vannoy The Warriors will play at least one more
t pictured) provided three first-half goals in Willowbrook’s Seagon-opening win. The Warriors continued play in the Windy Clty  match in the Windy City Classic this week.
ssic with two more home matches—a 2-1 loss to Glenbrook South on March 17 and Saturday’s 2-0 win over Plainfield South. Willowbrook will open its West Suburban Gold
lowbrook will play at least one Mmore match in the tournament this week. The Warriors will begin their West Suburban Gold  Conference schedule with an April 5 match at

rference season with an April 5 battle at Addison Trail. Addison Trail.




12VP » Thursday, March 24, 2022 - Rock Valley Publlshmg

omatlt qudk.ﬂﬁ“ﬂuh \in

. Why did they get rid of drive-up
mail drop at Villa Park Post Office ?
Editor’s note According to the
‘Villa Park Police Department in No-
vember, there were incidents of mail
theft from the collection boxes.
R R
If some Villa Park Village Board
members want to continue wearing
masks at board meetings, that’s np to
them. But why would those members
remove their masks while they are
speaking. Does that make sense?
* K ¥

So JB Pritzker and Lori Lightfoot
got booed at the South Side Irish Pa-
rade. Good! They deserved all the
boos and jeers they got because of how
they have run this state, and a once dy-
namic city, into the ground.

* ¥k
The United States was energy in-
dependent two years ago. In fact, the
- U.5. was exporting oil at that time, The
8. is producing 1.5 million barrels of
oil less than we were two years ago. To
lower inflation and especially the cost
of fuel, we need to be energy inde-
pendent again. Biden wants to get oil
from Iran, Venezuela or Saudi Arabia?
That’s not smart. When oil is taken out
of the ground and used for fuel, it has
the same effect on the planet no matter
where on earth it was drilled. Drilling
oil in Russia, Saudi Arabia or the U.S.
is all the same. The only real effect is
the cost of the oil to the American con-
sumer. Open up the Keystone pipeline,
make our own fuel and Jower the cost

of everything. »

To the caller who said I can’t com-
pare Lombard or Villa Park to Aurora
for a “Love Local” kind of event, I do
realize what’s going on and I know
they are two different-size popula-
tions, s0 maybe you misunderstood.
The idea is to have a similar event,
tailored to our-size villages, just moxe
than once a year on Small Business
Saturday—maybe a weekend side-
walk sale in the summer, with food
samples from our restaurants. And yes,
1 think there are enough businesses to
hold such an event for two days, like a
Saturday and Sunday. It would certain-
ly aftract people to Lombard's down-
town, and Villa Park’s, t00.

* ¥ ¥

To all of you who don’t want to place
‘blame on President Biden for the nising
pas prices, I saw them go up the very

day after he was inangurated. Coinci-

dence? I think not, after immediately
announcing his so-called energy/green
plans. T was no fan of Trump, but T was
better off financially (call me selfish
if you want), and Putin' didn’t want to
mess with a president you call a “mad-
man.” It seems Biden isn’t listening to
those experts in the military who are

warning publicly that the sanctions are
not going to have much of an effect,
and that we may end up with boots

on the ground, or missiles in the air,”

to help defend our NATO allies. I will
take Trump’s mean tweets—which I
can ignore—over Biden's unwilling-
ness or inability to listen to military
and economic leaders, which could
affect our very well-being as a nation.
That we cannot ignore.
EE TN

Is anyone paying attention to what
this administration is doing? They do
not care about the American people.
Russia is taking over Ukraine and
Biden and his staff are negotiating a
deal with Russia and Iran—suppos-
edly to prevent Iran from having a nu-
clear weapon. My word, .people, you
elected an idiot. Look into it. As big of
a jerk as Trump was, at least he loved
America.

X

A caller last week claimed Chicago
was the 40th fnost violent city. There
are 19,495 cities in the U.S. I'm glad
they are happy being in the top 40.
Last year, there were 25,532 violent
crimes in Chicago. 1 guess that’s not
too many. There were 797 murders in
Chicago last year; that isn’t too bad,
either, accord:hg to the caller. Really?

Hooray! Odr ma.llards are back in
our yard for the fifth year. They have
found their regular food and nesting
spot. Finally something normal and
wonderful! We have had nine to 13
ducklings every year, even during
COVID! t ;

* ¥

T've been a resident at hn: same ad-
dress for 12 years now, and I am still
receiving a lotof mail for the previous
owner. I've also had the same mail car-
rier for a few!years now. One would
think that by now with all the return
mail I give thém that the postal work-
er would know who lives and doesn’t
live at my address. I also get mail for
my nelghbor§ on my block and the
next. Are these workers incompetent

‘or lazy (don’t waht to separate it prop-

erly)? If I madle the amount of errors
at my job, I'd be given the pink slip
by now! Comé on USPS! You can do
better!

* ¥ ¥

Catalytic converters are once again

being stolen during the day at Walmart
and Willowbreok High School. I don’t
know what to do to stop this, but we
somehow have to keep our eyes open
everywhere and protect our vehicles.

* & %

Jan. 20, 2021, Joe Biden was hand-
ed an oil independent country, Now
this inept president is going to Vene-
zuela and the Middle East and asking
them to ramp up production. It is be-

yond belief- how incompetent this ad-
ministration is. I am bcgmmng to be-
lieve their entire agenda is to destroy
the U.S. as we know it. Please tell me
what they have done for the Ameri-
can people. How much better is your
life today, other than your go-to that
Trump is not president?

* %k ¥

Biden said he would do everything
be could to lower gas prices. Then he
said there was nothing he could do,
stating Russia was -Tesponsible. Gas
prices were way up before Russia
invaded Ukraine. Remember when
prices dropped slightly, and Biden's
administration tried to take credit? But
when prices rise, it’s Russia’s fault, it’s
COVID’s fault, it’s the oil companies’
fault.

ToE KK

Many people seem very emotional
about the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
T would hope people would try to learn
more about Russia, Ukraine, Crimea
and the border issues in that region
‘before making conclusions. Things are
not as simple as they appear. That's
all.

ok ok

It’s time for everyone to realize we
are in a revolution and civil war when
it comes to pol.mcs ‘We need to unite,
if America is gm.ng to survive as it
was. The first step is to change our
Senate and House seating from left to
right. It needs to be arranged more like
a checkerboard so our representatives
are. integrated, not segregated. That’s
a start for unification. Too simple? Try
it. h )

From Wiktionary: “Tramped Up™:
“Fraudulently devised or comcocted;
false, adjective. Faked, fabricated or
falsely manufactured. Usually in the
phrase trumped-up charges referring
to legal accusation made for illegiti-
mate reasons.” Now then, I know it
doesn’t need to be said, but there are
some people who need help, fike the
QAnuts, Kamala Harris, 93.45 percent
of California and 80 percerit of the en-
tertainment business not in California.
So, quite obviously Trump is the king
of tromping up stuff. From the elec-
tion being stolen, to his popularity, to
his achievements and the size of some
people’s hands. I'm sure the phrase
was around long before Trump came
into the world. I guess it’s that true,
that there are no coincidences.

* k%

How much longer can we afford
to play the game of “Hidin’ Biden?”
What's the difference between a so-
cialist dictator and a socialist presi-
dent who is not held accountable for
anything by his followers or the main-
stream media? -

* ok %k

I’'m sure you heard on the news that
Willie Wilson gave $200,000 in fre¢
gas to 10 gas stations in Chicago. Wil-
son is a millionaire businessman who’s
run unsuccessfully for mayor of Chi-
cago in the past. I also read that Wil-
son is giving $1 million more in free
gas to people this week. Some might
say Willie Wilson is grandstanding. I
don’t. I applaud him because he's ac-
tually trying to help out the little guy.
1 don’t see any Chicago celebrities,
sports or otherwise, stepping up to
belp. I certainly don’t see the abysmal
Chicago mayor or the Democratic Par-
ty stepping up—you know; the ones
that always say they are for the little
guy. Keep on doing what you're doing,
Willie!

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Valley Publishing

Warriors win their opener

The Willowbrook softbalt team kicked off Its 2022 season with
a 16-0, four-inning victory over Wheeling in Villa Park on March
17. Senior Caitlyn Kulczyski (above - No. 19) tired a perfect game
for the Warrlors, striking out alf 12 batters she faced. Ofiensive-
ly, Kulczyski went 3-for-4 and drove in one run. Willowbrook
scored seven runs In the first inning. The Warrlors added five
more runs in the second inning. Playing in her first game with
the Willowbrook program, freshman Hannah Kenny tripled in he
first at-bat. In her next appearanceé at the plate, Kenny hit a home
run over the center-field fence. Junior Kayleigh Dennison weni
1-for-4 and scored two runs. Dennlson is pictured below while
rounding third base and heading home to score a run. Fresh:
man Sonia Ruchala went 2-for-4 and drove In two runs In hes
first game as a Warrlor. Sophomora Lindsey Rugg went 2-for-3
and drove in one run.The Warriors’ upcoming schedule includes
this leheader against P Central.
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itholic Prep’s Nick Renteria capped
r year with state championship
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Alex T, Paschal/apaschal@shawmedia.com

IC Catholic Prep’s Nick Renteria celebrates his win over Yorkville Christian's Isaac Bourge during the Class 1A 120-pound finals Feb. 19 at the
IHSA state wrestiing tournament in Champaign.
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182 potruls; Jayden Colon, Monticd, 50,
145; Phifip Dozler, Glenbard West, v, 195;
. fsaiah Gonalez, i€ Cathofie Prep, sr., 285;
 Marko nvanisevic, Hinsdale Gentral, so.,
no-mamm,m 5., 182 Hamrison
Konder, Downers Grove North, s, 138;
Sordan Lewis, Downers Grove North, sr.,
285; David Mayora, Montini, so., 152;
JTadon Mims, 1 Cathelic Prep, sr., 220; fim-
1y Nugent, Dovmers Grove South, st., 135;
WNick Renterts, 1€ Catholic Prep, s, 130;
Dizma Rodriguez, Morton, se., 190; Alex
Tagler, Lernont, st.,570; Cordy Tavose, Hin-
sdiale Cestiral, jr.. 137; Jermifer Villagomez,
Morton, st 10,

hump. It was all about being mentally
‘tough in tight situations.”,

KatMMﬂn

Noﬁh.imﬁzm&‘ars} Ygtk.se,&l;&:
Mikey Rosch, Wheatan Novdh, i, 170;
Caoper Schodrof, Lyons Township, sr., 170;
Wil Schuessler, Dommmkw
170; Brennan Skoda, Glenbard West, sr.,
192; Lutke Swan, Bowsers rove Seafh, Ir.,
132 ker Wilms, Lemont, &7, 220

to keep it close and get (Nick) at the
end.” coach Renteria said.

man year at St. Laurence in Burbank.
Elmhurst native Calcagno, a sopho-
more, was introduced to Renteria in a
firsthand manner as a precocious
eighth grader.
“Nick started it off between the two

{Mims being the other) whern I was

smaller,” Calcagno said of working out
with Renteria two years ago. “It made
me get better.”

In the aftermath of crowning three
individual state champions, the
Knights advanced to the team guarter-
finals with a one-sided sectional final
triumph over St. Laurence.

“It wasnice to come back and see
those guys,” Nick Renteria said of com-
peting against his former teammates.

The Knights’ season, however,
ended in Bloomington with a
gut-wrenching five-point loss to Trem-
ont.

Nick Renteria received forfeit victo-

ries in both of the Knights’ team post-

season matches,
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e and  Glenbard West's Braden Huff (left) and Ryan Renfro celebrate the final seconds of a 56-34 win over Young in the Class 4A state championship
arsto  game March 12 at State Farm Center in Champaign.
g with
twho “Braden combines his unique tal- “(Braden) made every player onthe can’t wait for a couple of years toroll by
Ellyn  ent with a cool and calm demeanor,” team better through his leadership and come back here and be reminded
Pecilunas said. “He never gets rattled and focus,” Molek said. “He showed about everything we were able to
n-lov- by an opponent or the moment, He’sa  every day what it took to be a state accomplish,” Huff said. “It’s awesome
“He fierce competitor who doesn’t want to  champion and that examplerubbed off and really exciting to see what we did,
fabout lose at any game or drill. His positive on, not just the team, but the entire and cool to see the whole town come
ichar- and jovial attitude masks his drive. He  school and local community.” together behind our team. The ride
ftthat always is thinking team-first, which is Huff is the rave superstar unwilling  from my freshman year to now has
about jillustrated-by his many passes when to speak freely about himself nor take heen crazy, just coming in as freshman
aving his coaches are imploring him to too much of the credit. He chooses his  and not knowing what to expect and
k. His  shoot. It's rare to see such a high-level words carefully and speaks slower suddenly being on the varsity level.
¢+ will  player be liked by so many people.” when discussing personal achieve- “I was a littfe skinny guy running
LE Assistant coach Rod Molek said ment or his legacy. up and down the court, mainly to the
hJim Huff's unrelenting work ethic and But that’s just Huff - a humble corner to hopefully to shoot 3s and
imate modesty rubbed off on his teammates, teammate who shies away from the then to now. It has been unbelievable.
jhases including helping Hinsdale South spotlight and would rather be hanging It was an unforgettable experience. ...
tindi- transfer Bobby Durkin quickly adapt with his teammates. I'm beyond gratefiil that it happened.”
to his new teammates last summer. “It’s an honor to have a legacy and I Sois Glenbard West and Glen Ellyn.
IBaskethall team
boys Caden Pierce, Glenbard West, senior,  Bobby Durkin, Glenbard West, 'ﬁ‘uommm MENTION
guard: Princeton recruit A mulfl-purpose sendor, = Decommitted Cole Andrews, Wheaton Academy, seniot:
two-way threat who averaged IL7 points,  from Army. A first-year Glenbard West Jacob Bozeman, Downers Grove North,
4.9 rebounds and 2.0 assists whileburying  player after transferring from Hinsdale Junlor; Tyrese Buffkin, Glenbard East, senios;
pville 47 3-pointers. South. Hematched aClass 4A state finals ~ Noah Campbell, Willowbreok, jumior, 1P.
rifer- Ben VanderWal, Timnothy Christian, record with seven 3sin the state semifinal  Hanley, Riverside-Brookfleld, senior; Johnny
fgers senior, forward: Averaged 26,6 points, win over Bolingbrook. Durkin averaged 129 Hilgart, IC Catholic Prep, senior; Drew
aged  10.0 rebounds, 2.3 assists and 2.3 blacks. points, 4.4 rebounds and 3.4 assists o go Kircher, York, senior; Brady Kunka, Benst,
Nared Metro Suburban Blue Division Con-  with 82 3-pointers, senior; Gabe Madej, Fernwick, senior; Emory
ference Player of the Year. Furman recruit. Tavari Jahnson, Lyons, senior, guard:  Marshalf, Montinj, junior; Joevona McCottry,
3 Akron recruit who averaged 16.5 points, Rivetside-Brookfield, seniof; Braylen Mere-
| SECOND TEAM A5 assists, 2.0 rehounds, 2,0 steals and dith, Wheaten Warrenville South, junior; Ben
ingis Earrett Bolte, Hinsdale South, shot 51 percent from the field. Named to Dosterbaan, Hinsdale Central, jnior; Nik
first  senior, forward: Averaged19.2 points, the All-Tournamnent team at the Jack Tosh Polanowskd, Lyens, Junior, Rourke Robin-
219 95rebounds, 25 assistsand L2 steals per  and Burlington MK, West Suburban Sitver  son, Wheaton Warrenvifte South, sentor,
%4 game. Team captain. Scored 30-plus points  All-Conference. guard; Andrew Stokes, Montinj, seniof; Kyle
inmuttiple games. Hillsdale College recruit. SR Marquel Saleek, Willowbrook, Thomas, Benet, senior; Dominic Trelenberg,
nior, Jalen Browm, Glenbard South, junior,  senior, guard: Averaged 20.1 points, 65 Nazareth, senion; Paxton Warden, Glenbzd
er., forward: Averaged 146 points, 13.9 tebounds, 37 assists and 26 steals West  West, senjor Brendan Yarusso, 5t frangs,
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nlena Edwards named Willowhrook’s new assistant nrmcmal
She will officially begin her new role on July 1

During its March 21 meeting, the
District 88 Board of Education ap-
proved the administration’s recom-
mendation to name Alena Edwards
as Willowbrook High School’s new
assistant principal, effective July 1.

Edwards wilt succeed Bob Daly,
who has served as an assistant prin-
cipal since 2018 and will transition to
anew role.

Edwards
during the 2020-21 school year as
a dean and also is an adviser for the
class of-2023 and the AMEMSA
(Arab, Middle Bastern, Muslim and
South Asian) affinity group.

“I couldn’t be more pleased with
the board’s support to appoint Ed-
wards to this position,” stated District
88 Superintendent Jean Barb
Y am confident her positive energy
and passion for doing what is right
for students will make a tremendons
impact.”

Before coming to District 88, Ed-
wards was a dean at York Community
High Schoof, where she also served as
an interim assistant principal of stu-
dent services and coordinated the Ex-
tended School Year (ESY) program
for a sSummer.

Edwards began her career as a
teacher assistant and a special edu-
cation teacher at Waubonsie Valley
High School. She then taught special
education, served as a 504 Plan coor-
dinator and led a bridge class to belp
incoming freshmen prepare for high
school at Metea Valley High School.
During her time at those schools, Ed-
wards also coached boys and girls vol-
leyball and Special Olympics bowling
and track. Additionally, she sponsored
Positive Behavioral Interventions and
Supports (PBIS) and Student Council.

“Bdwards has only been with us
for two years, but she instantly con-

LU
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joined ~ Willowbrook

‘nected with and engaged students and
families and made a huge impres-
sion,” said Willowbrook Principal
Dan Kranse. “We couldn’t be more
excited to welcome her to the admin-
istrative team, and I know she will be
an amazing asset 1o ensure the. War-
rior Pride at Willowbrook contmues
for years to come.”

Edwards eamed her Bachelor of
Arts degree in psychology from Uni-
versity of Michigan, where she also
minored in statistics. She:eamned her

Master of Arts degree in spec1a1 adu-

about the: schoolhand community cul-

cation, her adl ative

and completed credits for her Direc-
tor of Special Education Certificate at
Lewis University. Edwards also took
continuing education courses at Au-
gustana University.

“In this new position, I hope to
partner with staff to keep building
relationships with students to help
each child reach his or her full poten-
tial,” Edwards said. “1'look forward
to learning and understanding more

ture and ent our environment
of inclusion and bc]ouging for all
students and staff. Our school has so
much to be proud of, and I want to
celebrate all of our successes.”

As an assistant principal, Edwards
said three of her main goals are: (1)
To assure students and staff she is
there to assist and support them; (2)
To listen to a variety of voices and
make sure Willowbrook represents
all stakeholders to build on Willow-

brook’s tradition of excellence and
keep the school moving forward;
(3) To enhance the district’s mental
health resources and initiatives.

“And my fourth goal is to try and
surpass Principal Krause’s relentless
passion, energy and enthusiasm,” Ed-
wards said with a langh. “District 88
truly is like a goldmine. It’s incredibly
evident everyone here works together
10 put students first.”

Edwards lives in Kane County
with her husband and two children.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Viila Park Review

The District 88 Board of Education recenily approved the administration’s recommendation lo name Alena Edwards (pictured) as Willow-

will succeed Will

brook High School's new

principal, effecti

princlpal—Bob Daly—

k's

ufy 1.
who will transition to a new role. Edwards joined Willowbrook during the 2020-21 school year as a dean. Before coming to Willowbrook,
Edwards was a dean at York Community High School.
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n’s Big and Tall—a pioneer
in xts re'ml niche that survived a dev-
astating fire at its original location

and thrived for 70 years by. adapting
1o changmg consunier tastes—will-

sell ifs enitire inventory and clase its
doors, said co-owner Bruce Kraus. -

“As a specialty store, we draw
from' a wide area and we've been a
destination Jocation for many years,”
Kraus said. “My family and our em-
ployees know so many cusiomers by

name and have had such tremendous
relationships with them for so long.
We’ve appreciatéd their loyalty more
than we can-say, but the time has
come for A new chapter to-begin.”

The business, located ‘at 15 W.
’Nor:vh Ave., Villa Park, will hold
its storé-closing sale from 9 a.m. to
8 p.m. Thursday and Friday, 9 a.m.
t0-6 p.m. Saturday, and 11 am. ta 4
p.m. Sunday. It will return to normal
husiness hours—9 am. o 6 pm.

I Martln s Big and Tall to sell inventory and close its doors

Mondays-Saturdays and 11 am. to
4 pm. Sundays——unhl the remaining
inventory is sold.

Bruce’s father, Martin Kraus, be-
gan his career as a window trimmer,
designing the merchandise displays
that drew customers into retailers in
The Loop and nearby suburbs in the
late 1940s and early 1950s.

“Bemg a window ftrimmer was
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Villa Park Police
Department urges
motorists to avoid

distracted driving
Extra patrols will be

walching for distracted
drivers throughout April
April is Distracted Driving Aware-
ness Month, and the Villa Park Police
Department is partnering with the 1I-
linois Department of Transportation

(IDOT), the Llinois State Police and -

more than 200 local law enforce-
ment agencies thronghout the state
to remind motorists to “Drop It and
Drive.”

“Texting while driving puts ev-
eryone on the road at risk by distract-
ing.a driver visually, manually and
cognitively,” said Villa Park Police
Sgt. James Cihak. “During Distract-
ed Driving Awareness Month, we’re
working to increase awareness of
these dangers and encourage all mo-
torists to give driving their full atten-
tion.”

At a time when traffic fatalities
are on the rise in Hlinois and across
the country, the Villa Park Police De-
partment is committed to reducing
the traffic crashes caused by distrac-
tions like texting or talking on a cell
phone.

Motorists can expect to see in-
creased patrols and enforcement
zones during the entire month of
April. Villa Park Po]:ce will be tick-
eting drivers who 1ext or use their
cell phones while driving.

The distracted driving campaign
is administered by IDOT with federal
traffic safety funds. !

Willowbrook Music
Boosters to hold

Trivia Night on April 9
Registration and payment

deadline is April 6

The Willowbroock High School
Music Boosters willhold their eighth
annual Trivia nght on Saturday,
April 9. The ypcoming event will
take place in the school’s cafeteria
from 7 to 10 p.m. Check-in will be-
gin at 6 p.m.

The registration and payment
deadline is Wednesday, April 6.

Teams of 8 to 10 players are rec-
onumended. The entry fee is $10 per
person. For teams of 11 to 15 play-
ers, the entry fee it a flat $150 for
the team. Proceeds will go toward
scholarships, grants and other music
department needs. There will also be
raffles and prizes, including a prize
for the team with the best theme.
Teams are encouraged to be creative,
decorate their tables and dress in cos-
tumes.

Food and drinks ‘are allowed, but
alcohol is prohibited.

All players must be at least 13
years old, or currently in eighth

To register, or for full event de-
tails, visit whhsmusicboosters.org/

For quesﬁon§ or more informa-
tion, send an email to info@wbhsmu-

—

—
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Michigan State University's
IModel United Nations Conference

From March 18-20, eight Wil

High S

SUBMITTED PHOTO Vilia Park Reviaw

peted In Michi; State Unl-

versity's Model United Nations (MSUMUN) Conference. The Willowbrook students (pictured, from
left to right) who particlpated in the event are: freshman Natalie McKenna, junior Sean Maciejew-
ski, senior Nathanlel Falco, junior Riley Biggs, junior Kevin Diederich, junior Lia Galindo, junior
Neeraja Kumar and freshman Tyler Zabilka. About 300 students from 30 schools took part in the
conference. Competitors presented their country’s point of view, debated, compromised and pro-
duced solutions to varlous Issues. For more information about the event, visit www.msumun.org.
Wiltowbrook represented Germany In the General Assemblies to debate important Issues, such as
the Chernobyl accident in 1986, funding priorities for the United Nati: and the I 1i-Pal
conflict. Students also competed In Speclafized Commitiees and Crisis Committees, represent-
Ing a Chicago alderman in the 1920s, a Roman general during a war with Germanic tribes and a
religious leader at the Colony. Willowbrook earned several awards at the conference,
including the Best Del Ion (first place} honor in the small group category. (This is the first time
that Willowbrook has received a team award at this event.) Additionally, Riley Briggs won the Best
Delegate (first place) award (1920s Chicago Prohibition). Neeraja Kumar received the Book Award
{third place) honor (Jamestown Committee). Lia Galindo aiso earned Book Award (third place) rec-
ognition (Worfd Cocoa Foundation).

»_y
o M art’ " s (Continued from front page)

kind of a big thing in those days. He
worked at independent men’s cloth-
ing stores and there were quite a
few of them back then,” Krans said.
“Sometimes there'd be two or three
clothing stores within a few blocks
of each other.”

In 1952, Martin Kraus borrowed
$1,200 from his father to finance his
own store and struck out on his own,
opening Martin’s Store for Men at
Lincoln, Lawrence and Western in
the Lincoln Park neighborhood.

Its evolution from regular sizes
to a big-and-tall store began when
a taller-than-average man lamented
that he couldn’t find shirts that fit
him properly.

Kraus special ordered a box of
shirts, and the grateful man pur-
chased all of the shirts.

“The rest, as they say, is history,”
Bruce Kraus said. “The single in-
stance not only set a new course for
the store in terms of what we so]d it

portant to him that he always went
the extra mile to please his custom-
ers, and it was a philosophy that he
instilled in anyone who worked at
the store.”

Kraus recalls that the focus ex-
clusively on big and tall sizes was
unique at the time, and custom-
ers were especially grateful for the
store’s selection. The store in Lin-
coln Park burned to the ground in
1984 when a fire started in a nexgh-
boring business.

“We were in the store and we
smelled smoke, so we all got out
of there. It was one of the biggest
fires in the city that year because it
destroyed that business, our store, a
restaurant, and a six-flat apartment
building,” Bruce Kraus said. .

The Kraus family rebuilt with a
single building on the entire site and
reopened the business after the fire.
The family maintained the Lincoln
Park busi while opening the Vil-

lapped for 15 years, the sale of the
Lincoln Park store cleared the way
for its demolition and the construc-
tion of a six-story apartment building
in recent years.

Meanwhile, competition has be-
come much fiercer today, as many
department stores, online retailers
and even specific brand names have
all entered the arena. The transition
of the workplace to more casual at-
tire and the recent work-from-home
trend have also influenced customer
demands.

The decision to close the store
doesn’t mean Kraus is headed for
the easy chair any time soon. In the -
1990s, he responded to another con-
sumer need by starting a sock com-
pany to serve larger-than-average
men.

After considerable research,
Kraus developed patented machin-
ery that makes wider socks, and
1 hed the Extra Wide Sock Co.,

also set the tone for our relati
with customers. Service was so im-

la Park &
While the- two locations . over-

in 1996. He will continue to devote
time to that business.
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Badmlnton team defeats Oak Lawn

The Willowbrook badml team d d Oak Lawn 15-0 in last week’s dual meet in Villa Park.
The Warriors won all 10 singles contests and all five doubles matches in the March 24 competition.
One photo (top left) shows Willowbrook’s No. 1 team of 17 Becca Lopez Egen (fore-

ground; hitting a serve) and Emma Rattana (background). Another photo (above) shows senlar Ame-
lia Gesicki, who joined junior Emma Foley at No. 3 doubles. Also pictured (left) is the Warriors’ No. 4
doubles team of seniors Claire Harr (foreground) and Molly Williams (background).

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Aock Valley Publishing

\Warriors battle Rams and Raiders

Willowbrook’s boys volleyball team began its 2022 season with a pair of road matches last week. The Warriors fost-25-B, 25-12 to Glenbard East in Lombard on March 22 Two
days later, Willowbrook faced Glenbard South In Glen Ellyn. After losing the first game, the Warriors won the second game fo even the match. The decisive third game was a
tight battle. The teams were tled at 17-17; Glenbard South won the next point 1o take an 18-17 lead. The Raiders maintained the lead for the rest of the game on their way to a
25-22, 21-25, 25-21 victory.-Senior Dom Faillo (above left - No. 23) handed out 22 assists for the Warriors In their March 24 loss to the Raiders. Junior Brandon Edwards bashed
13 Kills for Willowbrook in the three-game loss, while senior Michael Mosbah connected for seven kills. Senior Franky Goles made 12'digs. Goles (above right - No. 3) is pictured:
While watching senior Joey Pearson recelve a Glenbard South serve. “We're still learning,” said Willowbrook coach Ryan Bazon after the loss to the Ralders “Our goal is to.
progress as the year goes 6n.” The Warriors witl open their West Suburban Gold Conference season with an April 5 home match against Leyden: 3
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State send-off at Willowbrook

On March 24, Willowbrook High School held a state send-off celebratlon for the cast and crew of the
school’s lllinols High School Assoclatlnn (IHSA) Contest Play, “Good People.” The praduction, which

was directed by Will

/Theatre Di Regina , qualified for the IHSA

Drama State Competition. Willowbrook's performance tock place on Friday, March 25, at Oak Lawn Com-
munity High School. Willowbrook’s cast and crew of 54 sludents earned second-place honors at the
state competition. Reavis High School of Burbank clalmed the first-place award for fts prasentatlon

of “Mojada: A Medea In Los Angeles.” The foll

g descrip t Www. f.org—

provides detaifs about Willowbrook’s presentation at the state event: “When Margie Walsh (played by
Willowbrook junior Amelia Tortorici) loses her job at a South Boston dollar store, she reaches out to old

flame Mike {played by Willowbrook sop

e Sean O'B

hta), a Southie boy (Southie is a blue-collar

Villa Park Library events —

Editor’s note: Unless otherwise indicated, information on each of the fol-
lowing events and programs can be found by wsxlmg the library’s website at
vppl.info or by calling 630-834:11 64

Taesday, April 5-Wednesday, April 6
Library hosts AARP Safe Driver Course

The Villa Park Public Library will host a two-day AARP Safe Driver
Course on Tuesday, April 5 and Wednesday, April 6 from noon to 4 p.m.
Participants attend both days. The cost is' $20 for AARP members and $25
for non-AARP members, payable by check to AARP and collected by the
instructor on the fisst day of the class. All class materials will be provided.
Registraﬁon is required.

Saturday, April 9
Virtual SAT practice test at the Library

The Villa Park Public Library will hold a virtual SAT Practice Test on
Saturday, April 9 from 10 am. to 2:15 p.m., proctored by Huntington

‘Learning Center. Students will need to have a calculator, two pencils, a

quiet area, and the ability to download an answer sheet. All registrants
must live in or attend a high school in Villa Park or Oakbrook Terrace.
The test will begin promptly at 10 a.m. All test-takers will be automati-
cally registered for the virtual SAT Results Follow-Up Session on Thurs;
day, April 10 from 6:30 to 7 p.m. Students will return with results from
Saturday’s SAT Practice Test to hear a clear explanation of the numbers
and to ask guestions. Diane Kilcommons, director of Huntington Learn
Center Elmhurst, will explain categories of questions and the structure of
the SAT, and even supgest a few strategies.

Both sessions will be held online via Zoom. Registration with a valid

Boston neighborhood) who left the neighborhood and became a successful doctor. Margle’s attempt to
hit Mike up for a job takes on a threatening cast when she realizes the power a secret from Mike’s past
tiolds. From Pulitzer Prize-winner David Lindsay-Abalre, “Good Peaple” looks at the dangerous conse-

quences of choosing to hold on to the past or leaving it behind."

The Moreci Family Invites You to Experience
the Finest Selection of Ialian Cuisine. Roberto’s Ristor:
One-of-a-Kind Gourmet Specis {om Created by

Inguire abont our private party hucheons fi Corporafe 3evtings.

ROBERTO’S
R{STORANTL & PIZZERTA
R Tuh
463 SPRING ROAD

ELMHURST

Tsvervations 630.279-8486
Piaeria 6302796474
WPEsvbercarinarmic.com

Enjoy Gus Dutdoor Dining Avea

Roberto’s Pizzeria

Established in 1962
AST Y. CARRY E
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did not identify any other ARPA funds that
they would like to see reallocated to be put to-
ward the trust fund. :

“If it was up to me, I would have taken $5.5
billion a year ago—$4.5 billion to completely
wipe out this debt that we have to the federal
government ... and $1 billion to get back to
our $1 billion sdlvency target, which is part of
the law today,” Sen. Win Stoller, R-East Peo-
ria, said at the GOP news conference.

GOP Senators said a $16 billion revenue
windfall in recent years—including $8.1 bil-
lion from ARPA, $3.4 billion from a previous
federal stimulus and $4.6 billion in state reve-
nue growth beyond what was projected for the
current year—should have first been used to
pay down the deficit before other allocations.

Democrats called their action a fiscally
prudent measure that goes a long way to ad-
dressing the trust fund problem while allowing
other necessary expenditures of ARPA funds.

“You know as well as I do that we've used
the ARPA funding during this emergency to
support those institutions and those businesses
who have been on the frontlines and delivering
bealth care in our communities,” Harris said in
response to Republican criticisms March 23.

He pointed to spending for hospitals, nurs-
ing homes and purchases of personal protec-
tive equipment, as well as trust fund payments

to gig workers and increased unemployment

payments to workers which were paid by the
federal government.

“And actually, I’m proud that we spent that
money to be sure that these Illinoisans were
protected, and the fact that you want to take
it away from them, you think we shouid have
shorted them—shatne on you,” he said.

Pritzker pointed to other expenditures of
federal funds such as to aid child care provid-
ers, small businesses, homeowners and rent-
TS S <k F

Interest accruing
As of March 23, the state had already ac-
crued $41 million of interest on the debt and

it continued to accrue at a rate of 1.59 percent._

That interest was due to be paid by Sept. 30,
according to the U.S. Treasury.

By November, without action, that interést
was expected to grow to $80 million, Hoffman
said. Interest can’t be paid through ARPA, so it

would require a General Revenue Fund allot-
meunt, he added. Taking action by November
would diminish that amount, he said.

GOP lawmakers argued that Demodcrats

-could have staved off some of that interest

accrual by acting earlier. When lawmakers
passed a budget last year, Sen. Chapin Rose,
R-Mahomet, and other Republicans called out
the- majority party for not acting on the trust
fund deficit.

“When I brought this up a year ago, and
I said you are failing fo take action, you are
going to make this- worse, and you’re going
1o hust people,” he said Thursday. “And here
we are a year later. That's exactly what’s hap-
pened.”

Because Democrats put off action on the
trust fund for over a year, the GOP said, inter-
est ot only accrued on the outstanding debt,
but jnterest rates for the bonding the state is
considering to pay down the remaining $1.8
billion will have increased as well.

In July, Pritzker incorrectly told Capxtol
News Tllinois that ARPA funds could not be
used to pay down trust fund deficits although
several states had already done so.

Other debt repayment

The measure also allocated $898 million
in general revenue funds to pay off old group
health insurance bills, an added $300 million
to pension payments beyond statutory levels
and $230 million to pay off the unfunded -
abilities of the College Hlinois savings pro-
gram—all “cornerstones of Pritzker’s debt
retirement. initiatives put forth in his budget
proposal. Those allotments wilt come from the
state’s General Revenue Funds from the antic-
ipated Fiscal Year 2022 surplus.

The pension spending would create $1 bil-
liop in savings to the state’s pension system
aver its life, while the group heaith insurance
payments would save over $100 million in in--
terest and the College Iltinois payment would
create a$75 million savings, according to esti-
mates from House Democrats,

_“By following through on our commitments
to dedicdte one-time revenues to “one-time
costs or Habilities, we are delivering Mlinois-
ans, a stronger budget and a stronger state for
years to come,” Pritzker said.
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Villa Park- is apparently getting
a grant worth $10 million from the
state’s Illinois Department of Nat-
ural Resources toward a new rec-
reation facility. Can’t the state find
more important—or should I say
more urgent—ways to give away
money? I get that a new recreation
center would be a nice amenity for
the ‘community, but 1 bet there are
more pressing needs Villa Park could
address first. Example: Let’s say Ite-
ally needed a2 new roof but got a great
deal on a {fill in the blank), and spent
the money on that instead. I think the
,taxpayers peed to speak up, since the
village is also spending some of its
own money for this.
: * k ok
It is sad to read so many opinions
of uninformed people who néver un-
derstood how the U.S was weakened
by foreign-made goods, easy access
to firearms and an inadequate health-
care system. Case in point: How
many of yon have done anything to
stretch a gallon of gas by making
sure your tires are properly inflated,
replaced dirty air filters or driven less
aggressively? Also, Trump’s first im-
peachment was over him irying to
withhold arms frorn Ukraine. Should
we surrender to Russia for cheaper
gas? I would consider that un-Amer-
ican.
* Kok
1 was reading about a Quinnipiac
University poll that asked if the U.S.
was attacked similar to how Ukraine
was attacked, who would stay and
fight and who wonld leave? The
poll showed 68 percent of Republi-
cans and 57 percent of Independents
would stay and fight, while 52 per-
cent of Democrats would choose to
leave. In the same poll, 40 percent
of Demacrats say they would stay
and take up arms, while 25 percent
of Republicans and 36 percent of
Independents would leave. The re-
sults of this poll don’t surprise me at
all. For years, I’ve heard more than
a few Democratic politicians, many
progressive leftists and many college
and university students and profes-
_sors continually trash this country. If
it’s not “this country is systemically
racist,” it’s something else. If that's
what they believe, then I guess I can
see their point. Why fight for a coun-
try you already despise?
* k%

I'm sure amyone who opposes
Ketanji Brown Jackson’s nomina-
tion to serve on the Supreme Court
will be accused.of racism. Here’s a
reminder—more than 30 years ago,
then-Senator Joe Biden voted against
Clarence Thomas’ nomination to the
Supreme Court. Did anyone accuse

Biden of racism?
* Kk *k

Throughout this terrible Russian
invasion of Ukraine, I have asked
myself more than once: What is the
United Nations doing? The UN.
General Assembly took a vote with
141 of the 193 pations condemning
the invasion, but that was basically
a symbolic vote. If the U.N. is trying
to broker a peace deal, or organizing
food, medical and humanitarian aid,
I haven’t seen or read anything in
the media about it. This once again
proves to me how useless and incom-
petent the UN. has become.

* & %

Iheard that leaders of a student-run
recreational ballet club at Princeton
University recently denounced ballet
as, quote, “ah imperialist, colonialist
and white supremacist art form” and
spelled out. goals to “decolonize”
their group:  Ronald Reagan once
said that freédom is never more than
one generation away from extinc-
tion. With woke regressive leftists
such as thege students coming up
through the franks; it looks like that
generation has arrived.

* %k

Someone :left an answer to my
post, 5o here is my answer to them.
The formeér, disgraced, lying,
twice-impeathed president was, he
says, “a good friend” of Putin and
Putin would never do anything to
hurt the U.S. The former president
also denied weapons to Ukraine un-
less they gave him “dirt” on Biden’s
son. If Ukraine had those weapons
then, instead of now, they would
have been in much better shape to
fight the invading Russians. The
former president still has not taken
back his remarks about Putin being a
“genius.”Does that tell you where he
stands? Please look at the facts.

* & & .

If you believe Biden's claim that
rampant inflation and high gas prices
are Putin’s fault, yon haven’t been
paying attention. Inflation and gas
prices were already high before Rus-
sia invaded Ukraine. The only thing
Biden bas been good at is making ex-
cuses. Every problem is Putin’s fault,
Trump’s fault, COVID’s fauit, oil
companies’ fault, etc. Biden couldn’t
run a lemonade stand.

LX) al

It seems like the COVID-19
pandemic is pretty much over in
our area. I'm thinking about all of
students whose lives were affect-

_ed over the last two years. Schools

closed to in-person learning, forced
masking, quarantines, siliva - tess,
desks rearranged for six feet of sep-
aration, arrows on the floor,

reports of so-called case counts, etc.
So many sporting events,. concerts,
plays, dances, graduations and oth-
er events were canceled. Was any
of that worth it? Was even ope stu-
dent in DuPage County hospitalized
because of COVID-19? We know
there have been zero deaths related
to COVID-19 in DuPage County res-
idents under the age of 20. Will any-
one apologize? Will anyone admit
the obvious—that COVID-19 didn’t
severely impact healthy children? 1
doubt it
* k¥

Remember when the economy was
booming, unemployment was at an
all-time low, gas and products were
cheap, other countries weren’t walk-
ing all over us, fair economic trade,
no threats of war, border control,
lowest violent rates, America pros-
pering and we weren’t destroying our
kids’ futures? Oh yeah, mean tweets
and a dislike for his personality made
you vote against him. Dumb! Reagan
once said “The downfall of society

will be the uneducated voter.” Point

proven.
* %k

Our country is filled with people
doing terrible things. Murder, as-
sault, carjacking and more. People
are stealing catalytic converters ev-
ery day, and how about the lowlifes
stealing mail and doctoring checks?
Retail theft, identity theft, fraud, etc.
There are so many dishonest people
out there. But of course, there’s no
dishonesty or fraud in our elections.

Those are perfectly safe.
H LKk R

Democrat-run cities and states are
high-crime, high-tax disasters. Why
would anyone want to give Demo-
crats more power?

* &

We have a president who can't
communicate with his own people,
so we can be sure he is incapable of
negotiating with Russia and Putin.
America could end up in a nuclear
war if sorneone doesn’t take the bull
by the horns.

* ¥k

The “O’Biden” administration
have a ripple effect on America
years to come and it has three n
years to take the country down.
my Democrat comrades going
keep the momentum going or chi
180 degrees? Russia and Chm§
becoming emboldened by w
weaknéss.

* %k *

‘Watch out! There's a sub-v
ant of Omicron that is leading
new wave of COVID-19 infect:
across Europe. It's called B
They could call it R2-D2 for :
care. There will always be a:
COVID sub-variant. T can alr
predict what’s going to happer
this new sub-variant becomes 1
widespread here, it will give
Fraud-ci, Allison Arwady, Roch
‘Walensky and all the other unele:
bureaucrats a new sense of purg
so they can spread fear and pust
more vaccines, more mask-wea
and more restrictions.
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Warriors
place ninth
at the Windy
City Classic

Willowbrook’s girls
soccer team won a pair of
matches last week to earn
a ninth-place finish In the
32-team Windy City Classic.
The Warrlors won four of
five matches during the
season-opening tournament
Willowbrook played four of '
its five tournament contests
on its home fleld In Villa
Park. The Warriors began
the event with an 8-0 win
over Oak Lawn on March
15. Willowbrook then lost a
2-1 decision to Gienbrook
South on March 17.The
Warriors rebounded from
that loss to beat Plainfield
South 2-0 on March 19.
Playing its fourth straight
home match to start the
2022 season, Willowbrook
earned a 2-1 victory over
Homewood-Flossmaor on
March 22. Seniors Rachael
Klamecki (top lett - No. 23)
and {zzy Manning (bottom
left - No. 24} scored one goa
each for the Warrlors. Senio
Erin Fitzgibbon assisted
Klamecki’s goal. Willowbroo
traveled to Reavis High
School—the host of the
Windy City Classic—for last
week’s ninth-place match
against De La Salle Institute
The Warriors defeated the
Meteors 1-0 on March 24.
Willowbrook junior Kennedy
Vannoy scored the match’s
only goal with an assist
from Klamecki. The Warrlors
wihI return to action on
April 5, when they will open
their West Suburban Gold
Conference season with a
match at Addison Trail.




* BASEBALL
Continued from page 18

St. Francis

Coach: Tom Ciombor (2nd season)

2021 record: 19-11 (9-2 Metro Subur-
ban)

Top players: Rocco Tenuta, jr., IF; TJ
McMillen, jr., IF; Vince Polizzi, sr., IF;
Will Gilroy, sr., OF; Bennett Worde-
kemper, sr., P; Will Ricamato, sr., P;
Thomas Smith, jr., IF. -

Worth noting: The Spartans are look-
ing to continue their uphill ckimb after
winning conference, regional and sec-
tional championships last season. The
Spartans averaged over nine runs a
game to punch a ticket to state for the
third time in eight years. Tenuta bat-
ted .485 with three home runs and
Polizza, a Loras commit, batted .4086.
Wordekemper had an ERA of 3.15 last
year to be among the top returnees on
the mound. :

“We return the core of our offense
and 95 percent of our pitching,” Ciom-
bor said. “We play a challenging non-
conference schedule with the likes of
Nazareth, St. Viator, Joliet Catholic
and Montini to name a few.”

Timothy Christian

Coach: Brian Whartnaby

2021 record: 21-9 (7-5 Metro Subur-
ban) !

* Top players: Fletcher Roemmich, sr.

88; P (Taylor); Donald Tober, jr., C/P:
Casey Folkerts, so., IF/P,
' Worth noting: Roemmich is the big
bat in the lineup, batting over .400 last
year and leading the team in extra-
base hits, Tober is the ace of the staff
and a talented hitter and Folkerts is
looking to build off a promising fresh-
man season as a starter.

“This team is deep on the mound
and is returning six varsity starters in
the lineup,” Whartnaby said. “We did
graduate three everyddy starters who
really performed well down the
stretch, so we'll be looking for who's
going to step up to fill their shoes.
We've got guys that support each other
and enjoy playing the game. There’s a

Fletcher Roemmich hit over 400 fast season and led Timothy Christian in extra-base hits,

Gedraitis hit .288 and played multiple
positions.

“Solid defense and good hitting will
be the strengths,” Cocks said. “Our
pitching needs to step up and prove it
¢an hang with other teams an the
schedule, The pitching is the key to the
season. If we can get it, we will be tough.
If we cannot, we will struggle bad.

“I wilk definitely say that this team
worked very hard this offseason to
get _um:wn. After going through a
tough season like we had last year,
these guys could have packed it up.
Howeverjthey didn’t and have worked
very hard in the offseason and I'm
excited to get another year with these
guys.” -

|

Wheaton Academy

Coach: Justin Swider (4th season)

2021 regord: 11-15 (5-6 Metro Subur-
ban)

Top _._mﬁqm" Hudson Williams, jr.,
$8/P; Alex Bagley, jr., OF/P; Andy
Roman, j¥., C; Alex Valdez, sr., 1B/DH;
Will Lechjer, sr., IF/P.

Wheaton North

Coach: Dan Schoessling (23rd sea-
son)

2021 record: 13-15 overall (9-12
DuKane)

Top players: Will Fletcher, sr., P
(Heartland); Aaron Holland, sr., C (Wis-
consin Whitewater); Fred Elftmann, sr.,
P; Quinn Flanagan, sr., $8/P; Tyler
O’Connor, jr., IF/P; Jackson Moore, sr.,
I¥/P (Olinois Wesleyan).

Worth noting: A deep lineup with a
solid rotation is part of the reason why
expectations are high for the Falcons.
Fletcher, the ace of the staff, is looking
to build off a 2.04 ERA with 44 strike-
outs and a 3-1 record in 41 innings last
season. Holland led the team with 22
RBIs, while throwing out 18 runners.
O’Connor batted .341 with 21 RBIs and
27 runs scored last season.

Wheaton Warrenville South
Coach: John Scherrman
2021 record: 7-19; (5-15 DuKane)
Top players: Tommy Boba, sr., P
(Cineinnatiy' Nnle Poacloa .ar  BIR..
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nosed group of guys. Behind the plate,
we will look to sophamore Eric
DeCosta to give us a lift at the plate.”

Willowbrook

Coach: Vic Wisner (10th season)

2021 record: 13-10, 12-6 (West Subur-
ban Gold)

Top players: Max Vaisvilla, sr., P
(Loras College); Jacob Skinner, sr., P;
Bennett Fleming, sr., C; Isaac
Sobieszezyk, jr., 3B.

Worth neting: Sobieszczyk hit over
400 last season to earn team MVP hon-
ors while Skinner was the team’s best
pitcher. Jacob Kutella, a senior first
basemen, is a player to watch after hit-
ting .378 last season and being named
to the all-conference team. =

“I really feel like our pitching is
going to be good,” Wisner said. “We
will be fast on the bases. Jacob Skin-
ner should be really good, Max fought
through some injuries and looks
unhittable right now.”

Vo
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commit Hannah Organ, last year’s
conference Player of the Year and an
All-State selection who hit .474 with 23
RBIs and also struck out 115 of the 368
batters she faced. Alse back is Olivet
Nazarene commit Apestolovich, Noel,
Orgam and Levine.

“We continue to play the best compe-
tition in the Chicagoland area with
games versus Marist, Lincoln Way Cen-
tral, Lyons and St. Ignatius,” Schultz
said. “R-B will be the smallest 4A team
when the state tournament starts since
we missed the cutoff to the 3A enroll-
ment threshold by 1.5 students.”

St. Francis

Coach: Ralph Remus

Last year’s record: 13-12

Top returning players: Brooke Hartz-
ell, sr, IF; Grace Wanshek, sr., C;
Sadie Racky, sr.,; OF; Taylor Austin,
sr., IF; Meghan Suess, so., P; Hailey
Dillon, jr., OF.

Worth noting: Remus, who has 483

| careerwins, could win No. 500 this sea-

son. He has some returning hitters and
believes his offense will be adequate.
Hartzell hit .411 last season, Wanshek
1494 and Racky .371 to lead the return-
ing players. Remus also is counting.on
returners Katherine Globe at first
base, Ella Malachowski in the outfield;
Leah Grivetti at third base and fresh-
men Maggie Stewart and Lilia Craw-
ford to make the Spartans better.
Suess went 6-6 in the circle as a fresh-
man. 8t. Francis will spend five days

in Myrtle Beach for early spring

games.

“Learning more about this team as
we move along,” Remus said. “Young
pitching staff will improve as we move
along. I am expecting us to have a
much better defense this year. We are
working hard on that in practice now.”

Timothy Christian

Coach: Lindsay Slovey (sixth sea-
son)

Last year's record: not provided

Top retuming players: Emily Slovey,

Last year's record: 5-16, 4-11 confer-
ence

Top returning players: Makenzie
Blaine, sr., P; Jordan Karesh, sr.,
C/3B; Hayden Bos, so., CF/SS; Mary
Niemeyer, sr., 1B; Kaitlyn Lauretig,
sr., 88; Grace Heiden, jr., 2B; Kailey
Malkowski, sr., OF.

Tep new players: Diellza Dilipi, jr.;
Jenae Silva, jr.

Worth noting: The Sentinels return
seven starters and are hoping to be
more competitive with the stronger
teams in the conference. Blaine, who
batted .321 last season and pitched
Westmont’s five wins, will pitch the
majority if not all of the Sentinels’
games. Karesh, who hit .245, will
assume all of the catching responsibil-
ities. Zapinski said she is a “natural
leader.” Bos, who hit .292 with a .382
on-base percentage, will be West-
mont’s leadoff hitter and spark plug.
Sophomore Callie Devine was West-
mont’s mostimproved player last year
and Zapinski is projecting a breakout
season.

“After missing the COVID year, our
seniors got their feet back under them
last year and hopefully will have a
strong season this year,” Zapinski said,

Wheaton Academy

Coach:' Autumn Ratliff (second sea-
son)

Last year’s record: 0-7-1 c

Top retieming player: Emma Tate, jr., P,

Top new players: Audrey Lopatka, jr.;
Kiley Shahady, fr.; Moriah Husted, fr,

Worth nofing: The Warriors, like last
season, are fielding a JV team. The
programireceived a boost with trans-
fers Lopatka and Shahady.

“We have a young program as we
are starting from the ground up again
since COVID,” Ratliff said. We are
planningion being more competitive
this yeariwith some of the new addi-
tions to or team as well as having so

many SJ,E..@E. 3
Wheaton North
Coach: Allie Ravanesi (first season)
Last year's record: 20-7, 11-3 DuKane
Oosmmnmsmm
Ton. returning nlavares Eanvon

third baseman Lauren Vaughn, who
hit 457 with 12 doubles, eight homers,
32 RBIs and 39 runs scored last season,
is currently injured but Ravanesi
hopes to have her back by mid to late
April. Also back in the fold is ail-con-
ference pitcher Metz, all-conference
catcher Harveth and all-conference
outfielder Sipowich.

“After coming off a 20-7 season last
.year, needless to say we have some
expectations to uphold angd work to get
done,” Ravanesi said, “This program
is definitely moving in the right direc-
tion. We had a good season last year,
but they do not hang banners for good
Seasons, 0 we cannot be complacent.
We need to be hungry and show up and
play ball.”

Wheaton Warrenville South
Coach: Jeffrey Pawlak (12th season)
Last year’s record: 16-10, 8-5 DuKane

Conference
Top retuming players: Leah Adamek,

sr., 88; Emma Schusler, sr., 2B; Josie

Siebert, sr., 1B; Katie Jensen, jr., 3B;

Parker, Leonard, so., RF; Marissa

Lutes, jr., OF/P.

Top new player: MacKenzie Sowonik,

i, C. R
Worth noting: Sowonik will lead the

way behind the plate with her positive”

attitude. She was up with the Tigers'

varsity last year but tore her ACL a

month befare the season. Her fresh-

man year, Sowonik tore the ACL in
her other knee, so this will be her first
season playing for WW South. “Her
upbeat attitude is contagious and she
will lead a relatively new group of
pitchers this season,” Pawlak said.

The Tigers return their entire infield,

soit should be a strength with Adamek

at shortstop, Schusler at second base,

Siebert at first base and all-conference

third baseman Jensen, who hit .315

last season with a .419 on-base percent-

age. Jensen and all-conference out-

fielder Leonard, who hit .381 with a

-437 on-base percentage, will lead the

way offensively. Lutes logged 18

innings in the circle last season and

will share pitching duties with sopho-
more Maddie Pool and freshman Pres-

lav Whricht

Emily Pearson, jr., $S/9B; Zaida Ser-
rano, jr., OF; Josie Chiano, st., OF.

Worth neting: All-conference selec-
tions Kulczynski, a Stetson commit,
and Hayes, who will play in college at
Elmhurst, lead Willowbrook’s return-
ing players. Kenny, who starred on
Willowbrook’s sectional champion-
ship volleyball team and West Subur-
ban Gold champion basketball team, is
among the top additions to the softball
team,

“The last two weeks of practice
have shown me the potential this team
could reach if we continue to put the
work in,” Karos said. “Our seniors and
juniors are all great leaders that can
continue to push and help our under-
classmen continue to improve with
each practice. Our goal for this season
is to compete, decrease mental errors
that cost us some games last year and
get the ball in play to force teams to
play defense. I believe with this lineup
we will be able to do that and surprise
some teams along the way.”

York

Coach: Brendan Holba (third sea-
son)

Last year's record: 20-3, 11-1 West Sub-
urban Silver, first place

Top returning players: Emily Fuji-
wara, sr., 2B; Lindsey Bingham, sr.,
38B; Haley Sandoval, sr., OF; Kara Jen-
sen, sr,, P/1B; Molly Heiss, jr., OF.

Top new players: Avery Kanouse, fr.,
P; Caitlin Ledbetter, fr,, IF/OF.

Worth noting: The Dukes will have a
different look in the circle this season
with Suburban Life Player of the Year
and All-Stater Lauren Derkowski now
at Michigan. A large group of return-
ing players provides a strong core for a
team that won a Silver title and
reached a sectional final last year.
Fujiwara, ICA second-team All-State
and York’s top Female Junior Athlete
last year, hit .400 with nine doubles,
seven homers and 28 RBIs and is back -
to anchor the lineup. Alse returning is
Bingham, ICA third-team All-State
after hitting .382 with seven doubles
and 11 RBJIs. Sandoval was York’s
leadoff hitter last season and hit .340




