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Cullerton resigns Senate seat reportediy plans to plead guilty to federal charges

Former labor committee chalr was charged with being paid by unions without doing work
recent trial date was scheduled for al officials at utility giant Common- in Springfield during legislative ses-

By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS -

State Sen. Tom Cullerton, D-Villa
Park, resigned his seat on Wednes-
day, Feb. 23 and will reportedly plead
guilty in March to federal corruption

Cullerton, 52, a former chairman
of the Senate Labor Committee, was
first elected to the Senate in 2012 and
was seated in 2013. In August 2019,
he was indicted on muitiple charges of
embezzlement for allegedly receiving
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pay and benefits
from  Teamsters
Joint Councit 25
while doing litile
or no work for the
union.

Cullerton  had
denied any wrong-
doing and was
originally  sched-
uled to go-on trial
in 2020, but that was postponed due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. His most
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On Feb. 23, though, the Chicago
Sun-Times reported that Cullerton’s
attorney, Daniel Collins, had request-
ed a change of plea hearing and Cul-
lerton submitted his resignation to the
Senate.

U.S. District Judge Robert Gettle-
man scheduled that plea hearing for
March 8.

“Tom Cullerton served his constit-
uents in the 23rd Senate District for
nearly a decade. I look forward to
welcoming and working with a new
senator from the district,” Senate
President Don Harmon, D-Oak Park
said in a statement.

Cullerton’s indictment in 2019
grew out of a sprawiing investigation
by U.S. Attorney John Lausch’s of-
fice into public corruption in Hlinois
politics. That investigation also- led
to indictments of former Sen. Martin
Sandoval, now deceased, former Sen.
Terry Link and former Rep. Luis Ar-
T0y0, all Democrats.

It also led to'indictments of sever-

wealth Edison for allegedly trying to
bribe former longtime House Speaker
Michael Madigan, D-Chicago, in ex-
change for passing favorable legisla-
tion for the company.

Although Madigan himself was not
charged and denied any wrongdoing,
that controversy, among others, led to
him being ousted from the speaker’s
position by Democrats in the General
Assembly and, in 2021, Ius resigna-
tion from the House.

In October 2021, Cullerton’s at-
tomey filed a motion to dismiss most
of the charges. In that motion, he
explained that Cullerton had been a
member of the Jnternational Brother-
hood of Teamsters and worked as a
truck driver for Hostess Brands until
that company filed for bankruptcy in
2012, the same year he was elected to
the Senate.

“Cullerton had been elected to the
state Senate, but like most members
of the state legislature, he needed a
second job—one with some flexi-

bility, especially since he would be

sions,” his attorney explained.

In March 2013, John Coli, the
former president of Teamsters Joint
Council 25 who has also been indict-
ed, hired Cullerton and told him “to
complete his political responsibilities
and to attend picket lines and other
union events,” according to a state-
ment Coli made to a grand jury-that
was included in Cullerton’s court fil-
ing at the time.

Cullerton was charged with 39
counts of embezzlement—omne for
cach paycheck he received—as well
as illegally obtaining health care
through the union’s health insurance
plan.

Judge Gettleman denied the motion
to dismiss the charges and ordered the
case to

Cullerton’s seathllbeﬁ]ledbyap-
poil from the D party
organuahon in the 23 Senate district.

Prior to serving in the state Senate,
Cullerton served as Villa Park village
president from 2009 to 2013 and was
a village trustee from 2005 to 2009.
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* On Feb. 25, a group of Addison
Trail students was named as AT’s
Best. The AT's Best award honors
students who have achieved a “per-
sonal best.” The following catego-
ries have been used to recognize
tecipients: service, Blazer Pride,
cooperation, dependability, initia-
tive, leadership, humanitarian spirit
or umque contributions. Students
receive a pin or a T-shirt for their
efforts.

Honorees include:
¢ Jessica Clark, English teacher
and yearbook advisor nominated

seniors Mia Giometti, Fernando
Padua HI, Monsserrat Barrum, At-
ziri Valguena and Sara Bojczuk;
and, sophomore Suzette Mancilla.

* Anna  McSweeney, English
teacher and theatre director, nom-
inated the following students: se-
niors -Antonio Bruno, Dylan Her-
nandez, Julia LoPresto, Monsser-
rat Barrum; juniors Megan Sowa,
Grace Mendoza, Aiste Siupienius;
and sophomore Barbara Martinez.

 Christipa Trapani, social studies
teacher, and Hanna Sutton, English
teacher, nominated the following
students, all of whom are freshmen:

Nathan Redmaon, Raina Ashrafi,
Roberto Rizo Mut, Evelyn Villar-
real, Arabella Rodriguez, Marisa
Lloveras, Chloe Perez, Jacke Lee,
Christopher Mejia, Vanessa Boffro,
Mareli Pina Perez, Anthony Cichon,
Joseph Rohlfing, Vanessa Zink,
Aryan Shine and Krishna Mistry.

+ English teacher Katie Inzinga
nominated senior Kaitlin Meisinger.

* Social Studies teacher Mark
Olson nominated senior Isabella
Rojas; junior Brianna Matthews;
and, sophomores, Zachary Mor-
ris, Christian Zachari and Mekalah
Haywood.

* Olson, Inzinga and science
teacher Aileen Sullivan nominat-
ed freshmen Lesley Diaz, Jaden
Gutjerrez, Adan Garcia, Natalia
Loncar, Riannah Barghese, Viv-
iana Rojas, Julia Hecht, Lizzeth
Alvarez, Juan Juarez and Audrey
Bekielewski.

= Special education teacher Anna
Grice and science teacher Lau-
ra Garcia nominated the follow-
ing freshmen: Aimee Nava, Carly
Woehler, Bianca Angiulo, Renata
Betancourt, Yesica Alvarez, Mal-
lory Ruggero and Leo Valdez, and
sophomore Alfredo Alvarado, Jr.

Library board approves policy change

Teens can obtain cards more easily, check out more materials

The Addison Public Library’s
Board of Trustees voted on Tuesday,
Feb. 15 to update a circulation poli-
cy allowing middle school and high

school students to get a Teen Re--

stricted library card without a parent
or guardian present.

Under the new poficy, these cards
will now be called Teen Limited Ac-
cess cards and will allow students to
check out more types of library ma-
terials. The new policy also allows
the library to work with Indian Trail
Junior High School {o verify student
addresses, ultimately increasing li-
brary access for locat students.

At the Addison ,Public Library,
children under age 138 are able to get
their own library card with their par-
ent or guardian, who must provide
proof of address and a photo ID on
the child’s behalf. The Teen Limit-
ed Access card allows students in
grades 6-12 under the age of 18 to
get an Addison Public Library card
without a parent or gnardian present.

The Board of Trustees first ap-
proved the Teen Réstricted card in
January 2014. Head pf Teen Services
Elizabeth Lynch said this was an im-
portant step in improving library ac-
cess for Addison teens.

“We know from jtalking to kids
every day after school that many of
them want to borrow'from the library,
but alot of our kids have parents that
are working nights ahd weekends, or
are caring for family at home,” said
Lynch. “It becomes difficult for teens
to get a library card when their parent
isn’t able 10 come tg the library and
provide the documentation we need
16 issue a library card.

“The updated Teeré Limited Access

card means that it’s going to be easjer

* for those kids to get a library card,

so when we find the book that gets a
kid excited to read or the perfect tool
for their creative project, they’ll be
able to use their library card and take
those items home.”

Students who want to sign up for a
Teen Limited Access card will need
to show their school ID and fill out a
Iibrary card application. To complete
their registration, the library will also
need to verify the student’s address.
Addison Trail High School students
can verify their address with a copy
of their transcript, which they can
request from the school. Indian Trail
students can log into their Skyward
account, which shows their name,
birthdate, and address, to' provide
proof of residency. If an Indian Trail
student is unable to show proof of
address when signing up for a Teen
Limited Access card, the library will
work directly with the junior high
school to verify the student’s address.

“We are excited and grateful for
the opportunity to work together with
District 4 in helping our teen com-
munity sign up for a library card,”
said Jenny Cuevas, Head of Guest
Services. “Working with the schools
was'a crucial step in making this pos-
sible, since address verification pres-
ents a challenge. They welcomed the
idea to help the library with this ini-
tiative and for that we are thankful.
By working together, we are able to
support our teen community in their
educational, developmental and rec-
reational needs.”

In addition to changing the name,
the Teen Limited Access card also
comes with increased borrowing

Addison Park District coming events

 Addison Park Ditrict Preschool Open House Wednesday, March 16,
from 4-7 p.m. at Centennial Recreation Center. Please call 630-233-7275

for reservations.

* Addison Park Diistrict Spring Soccer for Youth registration deadline

Friday, March 11.
Visit: www.addisonparks.org

» Addison Park District Swim Lessons — next session began Monday,

-Feb. 28.
Visit: www.addisonparks.org

* Mom & Son Sparts Night Event — Saturday, March 12, 6:30 p.m. Come
dressed in your favorite sports team apparel. Enjoy gaines, contents, prizes
and pizza. Addison Park District Centennial Rec Center. Fee: $25R/$30NR.

Visit www.addisonparks.org

* Play Better Golf with the Addison Park District. Next session begins
carly March. Call 847-436-1652 to book the classes.

privileges. Previously, Teen Re-
stricted cardholders were mot able
to borrow video games or Library
of Things items. Now; Teen Limited
Access cardholders will now be able
to check out video games and items
from the Library of Things collection
in addition to books, DVDs, Blu-
rays, CDs, audiobooks, and down-
loadable materials.

Teen Limited Access cardholders
may borrow one charging cable and
up to three library materials at a time.
The only items that remain restricted
to Teen Limited Access cardholders
are internet-enabled devices like lap-
tops and mobile hotspots, This is un-
changed from the 2014 policy, which
testricted access to those library ma-
terials to ensure the library remains
compliant with the Children’s Inter-
net Protection Act.

With the new Teen Limited Access
card policy, Cuevas is looking for-
ward to helping more Addison teens
sign up for their library cards.

“We have to give a special thank
you to our Library Director and
Board of Trustees who have been
supportive in this new policy, and to

Women's Club
of Addison seeks
scholarship
applicants

The Women’s Club of Addison is
currently accepting applications now
through Monday, April 4, for two
$1,500 scholarships for the 2022-23
academic school year. They will be

awarded to two female graduating

semiors who have been accepted at an
accredited two or four-year college
or university, Candidates may attend
any high school but must be a current
resident of Addison.

Scholarships  will be awarded
based on scholastic achievement,
school involvement, community ser-

vice, and financial need. Applica-

tions are currently available through
the Addison Trail High School guid-
ance department and at the Addison
Village Hall information desk.

Decisions will be made mid-April
and the scholarships recipients will
be announced no later than Saturday,
April 30,

library staff who contributed,” said
Cuevas. “We are very excited about
this change.”

To celebrate the new Teen Limited
Access cards, the library is holding a
Teen Library Card Sign Up Drive on
March 21-25 from 3-4:30 p.m. each
day to encourage students to sign
up for the new Teen Limited Access
card. Any student who gets a library
card during the sign-up drive will re-
ceive a gift from the library.

Students may apply for a Teen
Limited Access card any time the li-
brary is open.

The Addison Public Library is lo-
cated at 4 Friendship Plaza in Addi-
son, IL. For more information about
getting a library card, please visit
addisonlibrary.org/get-a-card,  call
630-543-3617 or email circ5 @addi-
sonlibrary.org.
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‘Tickets for the 2022 Spring Con-
cert for Jimmy Zito, “Rockin’ the
House for St. Jude,” benefitting St.
Tude Children’s Research Hospital,
are now on sale.

The annual event will also be sup-
porting the Chicago Friars Club,

This year’s lineup includes The
Chicago Hitmen with Nick Psyho-
gios, Phil Feo, John Erst; Jack Ska-
Ion, Carlo Isabelli, Natalie Lande,
John Truncali, Doug Sylvester, Ken
Modaff, Chuck Sloka, Roger Reu-
pert and Dez Desormeaux.

Performances by Diva Montell,
Stefanie Lemmon-Brnegar, Tony
Ocean, The Jersey Girls, Jack D’ Am-
ico, Vito Zatto, John Anthony, Leah

+h

Oduro-Kwarten, Traci and Mike
Bruccoleri, Regina Karma, Lee Ste-
vens, Jackson Snelling, LuLu and
Lombard and Villa Park’s own, Matt
Kissane.

Hosting the event will be Ron On-
esti and Nick and Phyllis Psyhogios.

There will be handouts to the au-
dience and a guitar auction, this year
featuring “The Cornerstones of Rock
Guitar” which is autographed by afl
members of that show, including Ides
of March, The Buckinghams, Cryin
Shames, Shadows of Knight and oth-
ers.

For tickets visit www.arcadalive.
com.
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Klameckl honored
as 88's Best for January

1 Kt ki of Villa Park was

Wik k High School senior R:
named her schoul 5 recipient of the

88’s Best award for the month of

January. Kl kl was ized during the District 88 Board of Ed-
ucation 's Jan. 24 meeting. Sheis pictured (right) recently with Willow-
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Matt Kissane was recently given a huge shout-out. from fellow
entertainer and talk show host Tony Ocean during an Interview he
was conducting with Tom Farley. The Facebook Live show called
“Ocean’s Pit,” which airs weekdays at noon, was in the process of
concluding an in-depth interview with Farley when out of the blue
Ocean, aka Moe Carrara, announced that his good frlend Matt Kiss-
ane does an incredible Chris Farley impresslon. Even more, he add-
ed, Kissane co-starred with Tom and Chris’ other brother’s John and
Kevin in the A&E Blography “Chris Farley Anything For A Laugh!”
“J was totally blown away,” said Kissane. “It was so nice of Tom and
Tony to mention me." Matt Kissane and Tony Ocean will appear to-
gether in May at the Arcada Theatre In St. Charles as part of The Con-
cert for Jimmy Zito, “Rockin The House for Saint Jude’s Children’s

brook Principal Dan Krause. The 88’s Best honor recognizes students
tor their achlevements In and out of the classroom. Klamecki is an
accomplished student who has participated in a multitude of extracur-
ricular actlvities atWillowbrook. She has been named to the schoal’s
Distinction Honor Roll In each semester of her time at Willowbrook.
Kl kI Is an Ind of the Honor Soclety, the National
Engllsh Honor Soclety, the Math Honor Soclety, the World L
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Honor S and Willowbrook’s soclal studies honor society—Civi-
tas. She has also been named an Winols State Scholar. Klameckl Is a
member of Willowbrook's math team, as well as its Science Olympiad
and Scholastic Bowl teams. She’s also a member of Willowbrook’s
Environmental Club, Key Club and Blue Crew. Additionally, Klameckl
is a standout member of Willowbrook’s girls soccer team, serving as
a team caplain and earning recognition on the West Suburban Gold
Conference’s All-Conference Team. Klamecki has served as a lead-
er in the school’s New Beginnings program, a program in which up-
per-class students mentor freshmen and assist them in adjusting to
high school. She’s also served as an amb dor to assist

who transfer to Willowbrook. After she graduates from Willowbrook,
Klamecki plans to study sof or ring. She ul-
timately hopes to create or join a business that helps improve the
quality of life in third-world countries.

Hospital.”

DuPage County presents $10.6
million to DuPage Foundation

DuPage County presented a check
for $10.6 million to DuPage Founda-
tion this morning to mark the launch
of a strategic grantmaking partner-
ship known as the DuPage Com-
munity Transformation Partnership
(Partnership).

Over the next five years, the Part-
nership will implement a $10 mil-
Lion grant program to support social
service not-for-profit organizations
helping DuPage County residents
most severely impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic. The program
will focus on providing assistance
for food insecurity, housing insta-
bility, mental health, and substance
abuse.

In January, the County Board
voted to execute an agreement to
allocate $10.6 million to DuPage
Foundation in federal funds received
through the American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) for the grant program.
The Foundation received $600,000

to administer the program and dis-
burse the ARPA funids on behalf of
the county.

“Together, the County Board, DuP-
age Foundation and our non-profit
organizations will make a positive,
lasting difference to those work-
ers and families in DuPage County
who have been hit hardest by the
COVID-19 crisis. This partnership
fosters a sustainable, whole-commu-
nity approach to supporting those in
need,” said DuPage County Board
Chairman Dan Cronin.

“This is a wonderful opportunity
to provide transformative change
for our community, and our staff
and Board of Trustees are thrifled to
commence our partmership with the
county,” said DuPage Foundation
Presiden and CEO Dave McGowan.

Guidelines will be developed

-over the next few months and an an-

nouncement regarding the applica-
tion process will be made this spring.

Villa Park Library events

Editor’s note: Unless otherwise
indicated, information on each of
the following events and programs
can be found by visiting the library’s
website at vpplinfo or by calling
630-834-1164.

Ongoing programs
Harry Potter Book Night take- .
home kits now available
Everyone can celebrate all things
Harry Potter with the Villa Park
Public Library’s Harry Potter Book
Night take-home kits. These kits will
have fun activities and crafts to go
along with this year’s theme: Mag-
ical Journeys. Registration with a

valid email address is required. Info:
visit the library’s website at vpplLinfo
or calt 630-834-1164.

Library hosting
community storytimes

The Villa Park Public Library
will hold Rhythm & Rhyme Com-
munity Storytimes on the following
Mondays: March 21 and April 18,
all from 11:30 a.m. vntil noon. This
drop-in program will be held offsite
at the Oakbrook Terrace Park District
Heritage Center, located at 18325
Ardmore Ave., in Oakbrook Terrace.
Registration is not needed, but masks
are required for all attendees.
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Warriors’ season ends with a loss to York

Dukes edge V\///Iowbrook 53-45 in post-season opener; Warnors finish w:th a 20-7 0 record

STAFF REPORTS

The Willowbrook boys basketball
team’s 2021-22 season ended with
last week’s 53-45 loss to York in an
THSA Class 4A gare at the Glenbard
‘West Regional.

The Warriors led the Dukes 27-22
at halftime in the post-season opener
on Feb. 23. York outscored Willow-
brook 14-3 in the third quarter to take
a 36-30 lead. The Dukes maintained
the lead throughout the fourth quar-
ter.

Junior Joey Tumilty drained a
3-point shot with about 4:30 left in
the third quarter to provide Willow-
brook’s only points of that period.
Tumilty’s score gave the Warriors
a 30-26 lead. York then delivered a
10-0 run to end the quarter.

‘Willowbrook completed the sea-
son with an overall record of 20-10.
The Warriors’ record stood at 5-8
on New Year’s Day. Willowbrook
proceeded to win 15 of 17 games to
close the season. The Warriors® only
losses of 2022 were an 82-74 West
Suburban Gold Conference loss.at
Proviso East on Jan. 21, along with
last week’s loss to York.

Willowbrook and Proviso East
shared the 2021-22 West Suburban
Gold Conference title. Both teams
posted conference records of 10-2.
The Warriors avenged their Jan. 21
loss at ‘Proviso East with a 79-77
victory over the Pirates on Feb. 12 in
Villa Park.

York’s season ended with a 64-26
loss to Glenbard West in Friday’s re-
gional final. The powerhouse Glen-
bard West team advanced to this
week’s Bartlett Sectional. Two wins
in Bartlett would propel the Hill-
toppers to a super-sectional game
at Northern IHinois University. The
winner of the super-sectional in
DeKalb will advance to the IHSA
state semifinals in Champaign.

Senior Marquel Saleek scored a
team-leading 22 points for the War-
riors in their loss to York. Saleek
made four of 12 atterpts from be-
bind the 3-point line. One of his
3-point baskets cut York’s lead to 42-
40 with about 3:40 left in the game.
Saleek’s next 3-point basket reduced
the Dukes’ lead to 49-43 with about
34 seconds to play.

Junior Noah Campbell provid-
ed 10 points for Willowbrook. Ju-

| f cums FO)( F'HOTOS noak VEVlsy Publlshing
Willowbrook’s boys. ball team i the IHSA post-sea-
son with last week’s 53-45 loss to York in a semlfinal game at the
Class 4A Glenbard WeBt Regional. The Warrlors finished the season
with an overall record of 20-10. Willowbrook held a 27-22 halftime
tead, but the Dukes outscored the Warriors 14-3 in the third quarter
1o take a 36-30 lead with eight minutes to play in the Feb. 23 contest.
York's season ended with a loss to Glenbard West in Friday’s re-
gional final In Glen Ellyn. Senlor Marquel Saleek (above left - No. 3)
scored 22 points for Willowbrook In last week’s post-season battle
agalnst York. Junior Noah Campbell (above right - No. 25) added 10
points. Junior Joey Tumilty (right - No. 20) provided the Warriors’ only
polnts of the third quarter with a 3-point basket that gave the War-
riors a 30-26 advantage. York went on a 10-0 run to end the quarter.
Willowbrook won 15 of its last 17 games of the season. The team’s
record stood at 5-8 on New Year's Day. The Warriors claimed a share
of the 2021-22 West Suburban Gold Conference title with Proviso
East. Both teams posted conference ds of 10-2.

nior Isaac Sobieszczyk cored three  semifinal against York. Willowbrook
poigts and grabbed 15 rebounds. sank eight of 35 shots from 3-point

The Warriors made 17 of 62 at- range and converted three of four
tempts from the field in the regional free-throw attempts.

standings of the 10-team event.

2:00.25.

Willowbrook/AT boys swimmers compete at Leyden Sectional
Squad earns a fifth-place finish in the team standings

STAFF REPORT event, which he completed in 2:19.67.

The Willowbrook/Addison Trail boys swun.team Sampey added a ninth-place finish in the 100-yard
completed its season at the IHSA Leydeq Sectional breaststroke (1:11.62).
on Feb. 19. The combined squad of Warriors and Senior Michal Niémirski delivered an eighth-place

Blazers swam to a fifth-place finish in the team

The Willowbrook/Addison Trail swimmers who  freesfyle in a ninth-place time of 23.26 seconds.
eamed top-10 finishes in individual events included The 200-yard freestyle telay team of Sampey,
junior Alexander Dean, who finished eighth in the senior Gerald Legaspi; Hasler and Dean earned a
500-yard freestyle, which he completed in 5 minutes, fifth-place finish (1:40.11). The 400-yard freestyle
30.99 seconds. Dean provided another eighth-place  relay foursome of Niemirski, sophomore James
effort in the 200-yard freestyle, which he finishedin  Burns, Legaspi and Dean turned in another fifth-place

Sophomore Mjchacl Sampey placed eighth in the Burms, Sampey, Hasler and Niemirski earned a
200-yard individual medley (2:18.19). Sophomore  sixth-place finish in the 200-yard medley relay. The
Jason Hasler swam to a 10%-place finish in the same four swimmers finished the race in 1:52.10.

finish in the 100-yard freestyle, which he completed
in 51:26 seconds. Niemirski swam the 50-yard

effort with its time of 3:39.98.
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This is Villa Park calling. It sure
would be nice to see more Villa Park
residents turn out at the village meet-
ings to challenge this new rec center.
We got $10 million in grant money
and it looks like our elected officials
will probably double that amount or
more before they’re done. It’s about
time some of us start showing up.
Thank you.

LR

A few weeks ago, I got a flyer from
state Sen. Tom-Cullerton trumpeting
the 300 new laws from Springfield that
he had his hand in Jegislating. I wonder
how many of those laws separated the
taxpayer from more of his or her hard-
eamed money, and saddled Cullerton’s

i y with more burdensome
rules and regulations? My guess is all
of the above! Does he really think this
is something we wanted to hear? How
tone-deaf is this man? And now I hear
he has resigned and will reportedly
plan to plead guilty to federal embez-
zlement charges. Behind that smiling
face and fancy suit and tie is what ap-
pears to be just another corrupt linois
politician! 3

* % ok
Bill Gates says the chances of catch-
ing a severe infection from COVID-19
are dramatically lower, but he believes
another pandemic is likely. I know
Gates is filthy rich, but I didn’t real-
ize he's an epidemiologist, a COVID
prophet and an authority on COVID
all rolled into one. Gates sounds a lot
like the great Dr. Fraud-ci to me.
* k¥

I heard that Biden’s climate change

mouthpiece John Kerry warned Russia’

not to Jose sight of the bigger need to
combat climate change before Putin
invaded Ukraine. Wow, that tumed
out to be a real deterrent! Putin and
the president of China have to be be-
side themselves langhing at Kerry and
these regressive leftists and how feck-
Jess this nation has become. By the
way, did you climate change alarmists
know Russia has agreements with both
China and India to supply them with
millions of tons of coal? Now you do.
* kK

Can you believe it? Our former,
disgraced, twice impeached president
is complimenting Russian President
Putin for invading Ukraine! He says
the invasion would not have happened
if he were siill president; of course;
ot because the former president was
selling out our country to the Russians
and then they would just take Ukraine.
This man continues to be such a traitor,

* ¥

The teacher at Willowbrook who
was placed on administrative leave
sent a message to his teachers’ coun-
cil in which he said, among other

sarcastic remarks, “The problem s,
badly raised students will probably
be unmasked tomorrow.” If I were a
Willowbrook parent, I would be out-
raged, no matter my opinion on masks.
He even took it to social media. This
is not only a person of authority in the
classtoom, but in a leadership position
as both chair of the English depart-
ment and (now resigned) president
of the teachers council. Entitled to an
opinion? Yes, but the comment was an
affront to parents—who pay his salary,
by the way—with whom he appar-
ently disagreées. Another example of
an apparent liberal’s so-called “toler-
ance” of others’ opinions—or should
1 say intolerance——except if it doesn’t
align with his,
* ¥ ¥

Biden’s anti-energy policies (killing
the Keystong XL pipeline, pausing oil
and gas leasing on federal lands) ha-
ven’t just jacked up energy prices for
the American consumer. His policies
have funneled more money to oth-
er countries, .including countries that
don't particularly like us. Biden’s push
against our nation’s energy production
might be his’biggest mistake.

* kK

Did you see the recent poll showing
Biden has a positive approval rating in
only four of our nation’s 50 states? I
thought Biden received more votes
than anyone in U.S. history. A little
more than alyear later; he's under wa-
ter in heavily Democratic states like
Tilinois, California and New York. 1
don’t know pow accurate this poll is,
but I'm pretty sure there were no mail-
in responses;

* & &

Tn one way, the invasion of Ukraine
is a great opportunity to distract from
President %ll?t(i)en's poor leadership.
At the same time, it actually puts his
poor leadership in the spotlight: Gas
was going jup before the invasion,
and is certain to climb higher with
the sanctions he has proposed. So we
will now suffer more at the pump, and
elsewhere, éven more, and the presi-
dent even acknowledged that! Bui the
worst is: T vYouId ‘bet when Putin saw
how Biden;handled the Afghanistan
withdrawal,{ he figured the president
would be a pushover. And to think peo-
ple bought it when Biden campaigned
on his expetience with foreign policy.
Like many, 1 was not a fan of Trump
and his mean tweets, but Putin—who
reportedly lias been planning this in-
vasion for a long time—knew Trump
would react swiftly and severely. Putin
was just biding his time. And this is
coming from an independent thinker,
not Fox News, so don’t even go there.

* k¥

There are a lot of kids from our

area ding the University of Iowa,
which is_just over 200 miles away.
There are no COVID vaccine man-
dales, and there haven’t been any mask

irements in classes during the

2021-22 school year. In other words, .

it’s been a pretty normal year. Despite
some zealots' predictions, students
haven't been dropping left and right
from COVID. You would think some
Iilinois residents and legislators would.
take notice.
A * ¥ ¥
The Russian invasion of Ukraine
teminds me of the game Risk, which
i has mpredictable out-
comes, and also of Hitler’s invasion
of Poland in 1939. That outcome was
a world war. Now is the time for our
president to take the reins and heip
convince our world allies to raily to-
gether and put a stop to mad-man Pu-
tin. We are not the world’s police and
we need the strength in numbers. Even
Russians are risking their own safety
by protesting the invasion. Prayers go
to Ukraine.

L

1 hope Democrat voters are proud
of themselves. What's the Democrat
platform these days? It seems like it’s
in favor of open borders, being soft on
crime, stifling American energy pro-
duction, high inflation, forced mask-
ing of kids and blaming others. Let’s
not forget mass mail-in voting, ballot
harvesting and abandoning election
integrity.

* % %

So the former president not only re-
portedly took unauthorized documents
when he left the White House, he al-
legedly took secret and other classified
documents. I had a secret clearance
and know this is punishable by prison
time. I Can only wish that be sees the
inside of a prison cell.

* %k %k

This is in regard to the callers who
were complaining about schools being
closed. Yes, there wasn’t the snow that
they thought. My problem is, each call-

er’s complaint was that they had to fig-

ure out what to do with their children.
So, it wasn’t the fact that their children
were missing school or missing out
on an education; their complaint was
that their tax-funded day care was tak-
en away from them. This is the issue
these days. If you have children, you
should be willing 1o take care of them
and have something in place for an
emergency. Thank you.

* Kk k

Can you imagine the media cover-
age if one of Trump’s family members
had shady ties to Ukraine? Imagine
if one of Trump’s sons had been paid
$1 million per year by a Ukrainian
energy company, like Hunter Biden. I
think we all know what would happen.
There would be nonstop media cov-
erage. But with Biden’s son, nothing.
The mainstream media is a joke.

* k *

Qur area schools are encouraging

students o be respectful of every
That’s great. Hopefully they’ll enc
age teachers 10 do the same. Did
read that email from the Willowbi
teacher and president of the Distric
Teachers Council? It sure didn’t §
like he was respectfil and tolerar
a certain group of people—those.
wouldn’t be wearing masks to sct
1 wonder how many of his fe)
teachers feel the same way.
**¥ ¥

Hello. 1 just picked up my nev
cense plate sticker and I can’t |
but notice that someone at the
thought it would be a good idea to’
the month that the sticker expiret
the sticker as well as the Ticense §
number off the sticker—making
10 times easier for people to con
theft and fraud. Why is it that the,
iticians in this state love criminal
much that they want to make thei
50 much easier? It's ridiculous. T]
you.

* K A

1 noticed Vice President Gig
was in Europe fo try to secure
Ukrainian border. You might rerr
ber she’s the point person who's
posedly working on immigratid
our southern border. Well, Ukt
was invaded, and the U.S. Bc
Patrol reported more than 1.6
lion encounters with migrants a
the U.S.-Mexico border during
cal year 2021. That’s all workec
splendidly.

All-Conference Warriors

ball team were named to the West Suburban Co
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D88 students invited to BIG
IDEA Pitch Contest at COD

Addisan Trail and Willowbrook students
are invited to share their businessideas with a
panel of expert judges through the BIG IDEA
Pitch Contest, co-produced by College of
DuPage (COD) and Innovation DuPage (ID).

Students who have ideas for innovative
products and sexvices that solve real problems
to satisfy the needs of growing markets are en-
couraged to participate in the event. Success-
ful applicants will introduce scalable concepts
that can be accelerated by connecting to key

mentorship and business resources.

Finalists will pitch live to a panel of judg-
es and a livestreamed audience on April 13 at
CODTE

The top three contestants will receive a six-
month membership to Innovation DuPage, as
well as a cash prize (1st place is $5,000, 2nd
place is $4,000 and 3rd place is $3,000).

To apply; complete the written portion and
submit a video by March 6. For details, and to
apply, go to https://tinyurl.com/2ryy7zkv.

D88 stakeholders invited to
complete lllinois 5Essentials Survey

Throngh March 11, District 88 parents/
guardians are invited to complete the IHinois
SEssentials Survey. This research-based sur-
vey helps identify strengths and areas for im-
provement in a school’s learning environment
and provides stakeholders with a voice in im-
proving their schools.

The survey provides a comprehensive pic-
ture of a school’s organizational culture in an
individualized report measuring five “essen-
tials” critical for school success. Those are:

« Effective Leaders

«+ Collaborative Teachers

+ Involved Families

» Supportive Environment

» Ambitious Instruction

District 88 tmly values receiving feedback
and encourages parents/guardians to partic-
ipate in the survey. The goal is to gather a

variety of input to ensure we continue to ac-
complish our mission of working for the con-
tinuous improvement of student achievement.

District 88 is committed to creating and
sustaining an inclusive envn'onment for all

d staff and cc and
that focus aligns with the l]]mms State Board
of Education (ISBE)’s new Equity Journey
Continuum, an informational tool is meant to
help districts view data through the lens of eq-
uity and identify gaps in student achievement,
opportunities and supports.

Parent/gnardjan participation on the 5Es-
sentials Survey will be part of the criteria used
to determine District 88’s placement along the
equity continuum.

To complete the survey in English or in

Spanish, scan the! QR code above, or go t0-:
hitps://survey. Sipssentials.org/illinois. .
2" -
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{t's time for Jeff to hang up the
“"GONE FISHIN"™ sign
and spend a little more time with the family
{My boat misses me)




