Keeping it clean...

THE VILLA PARK COMMUNITY PRIDE
COMMISSION will conduct the 2015 Prainie
Path Cleanup on the village's portion of the
Illinois Praine Path on Saturday, Apnl 25, The
cleanup will take place, rain or shine, from 9
a.m. 1o noon. The annual event, which will
take place in commemaoration of Earth Dey
{(April 22), will begin at the Vila Park
Histoncal Museurm, located pest south of the
path at 20 5. Vilka Ave. Garbage bags and
waber will ba provided 1o all participants, who
should bring their own work gloves. The
photo on the right, taken Monday evening,
shows an sastwand view of the path near the
Villa Park border with Lomband. The [linois
Praire Path spans about 60 miles in Gook,
DuPage and Kane counties. Acconding to the
official Web site of the path—srsnaLippong—
the trad i the former Aght-of-way for the ofd
Chicago, Aurara and Elgin (CASE) electric
railroad, The CASE suspended its commuber
operations in 1957 and stopped 15 fraight
eparations in 1359. Tha llinces Praite Path,
accordirg o the Yeb sibe, bocame the lest
rall-bo-trail corersion in the nation in the
19608, Segrments of the path ane maintained
by local municipaliies, including the Village
of Willa Park, the Village of Lombard and the
Elmhurst Park Dhstrict,
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Willowbrook’s Best Buddies chapter puts on its prom

Willowhbrook High School®s Best Buddies
|:]|u|:|1|.':r heiwsbed o prowm o F"r.n.l:l}' evenang it 1hi=
Lombard Community Building. The special
night featured dinner, music played by o D,
dancing, a magician amd photos for the
attendees. Swdents from Willowbsook and
other area schools —including Glenbard East,
Aclclison Traul, Bartlen and Leyclen —amended
the event

“Hiest Buddies is o worldwide organization
that forms one-to-one  fricndships  with
individuals with disabilitics, and with their
peers,” said Willowbrook senior Relsey
Linnig, a eo-president of her school’s Best
Bueddies chapter, Linmg, who organized
Friduy's prom, has been involved with Best
Buddies since her freshman yedar.

“Iin our chapter an Willowbrook . we have
15 buddy pairs.” said Linnig. who noted that
her school’s chapter holds activities every
mianth, e lli'h.'-nmi:nl,' evienl —the Besl
Buddies Friendship Walk at the Brookfield
Zoo on May 2—will include students from
several [linois chapiers.

This is the second year that Willowbrook s
chapter has held & prom that ook place away
from the school, That event ook '|:-|ibL'-l,! #l the
York Center Park Disirict faciliny in Lombard,

Willowbrook special education teacher
Tiffany Lamberty, who serves as the school s
Best Buddies spomsor, said that Friday's event
provides a different setting than the prom that
Lakes |:|:|-|:|: near the end of the school yvear,

"'I'Ib:;.' |the Best Budcies students | ane !l||'|l:.'
i luded to o o the prom, kot o lob of them
feel uncomfortable going,” said Lamberty and
Friday's event. “When they go to the big
peoans, s really intimidating. This is a place
where everyone feels welcome amd invited amd
comiorable,”

Lamberty sand that organizations like Best
Bueddics. which was founded in 1989, will
continee to gain attemion. Best Buddies mow
featres about | 500 middle school, high
school and college chapeers,

I thimk s more awiareness 1= hu,-ing B,
these types of programs ame going (o beoome
miare popular, Kind of how Special Qlympics
has become a national staple.” she said.

Lambery and Linnig said that one of the
highlights for te students o Friday s prom is
Ll [sang fior plcluru:»..']'lu:-'u: pecimres will b

Best Buddles at W|Ilnwhrnnk...

Phatos by Chris Fox

THE ABOVE PHOTO shows the Willowbrook High School contingent from Friday's Best Buddies prom at the Lombard Community
Building. Willowbrook's Best Buddies chapler held the prom, which also included students from other high schools, The photo Dalow
shows Willowbrook seniors Kelszey Linnig (lefl) and Mia Ralling (right), who are co-presidents of their school's Best Buddies chapter,

posing for a picture with Glenbard East freshman Christian Williams (middle).

maide into a slide show, which will help the
students relive and remember the night.

Linnig will attend the University of 1linois
at Urbana-Champaign. She plans 1o study o
hacone a :».ru,'n:iul education 1eachier,

The |.||'h.'-|'||:|1ing Besl Buddies E"ri::nl,!\hip
Walk ot the Brookficld Foo is one of several
fricndship walks that are taking place around
the country this spring. According to the Best
Buddies Web site —www bestbuddies org —
more than 55 00 paricipants have walked i
over 26 sites since 209, The walks have
reportedly  ruised more than 35 million,
Proceeds from the walks help to fund Best
Buddics programs.

For mwre information abouwt Best Buddies
Hlinoas and the Frendship walk on May 2, visat
www bedbuddesi limms g,




