Reason to smile...

MEMBERS OF THE WILLOWBROGOK
HIGH SCHOOL boys basketball team
cheer on their teammates during the fourth
quartar of last week’s West Suburban Gald
Confgrence home game-against Proviso
East. The Warriors edged the visiting
Pirales 96-94 in Villa Park. Willowbrook,
which extended its winning stroak to 14
games with the viclory, trailad Provisa East
7771 with less than five minutes to play in
the game, The Warriors then scored 15
straight paints in less than two minutes to
lake an B86-77 lead with under three
minutes 1o play. Tha Firates unleashed a
furicus rally of their own to take a 84-93
Jead with less than one minute remaining.
Sophomore Alehze Varge made two iree
throws with 37.8 saconds to play 1o give
Willowbrook a 95-94 lead. Senior Kyle
Rushing added one free throw with 5.8
seconds fo play. The Pirates missed a last-
second shot from 3-point range. Verge
poured.in 41 points for the Warriors. Thiee
nights later, Willowbroak earned a share of
the WSGC title by defeating Leyden 67-62
in Villa Park, The Warriors and Morlon
share the conference title with 3-3 racords,
This ia Willowbrook's first West Suburban
Geld Conference championship in boys
‘basketball since the schoal jvined the
conferencs at the beginning of the 1988-87
school year.
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Red-hot Warriors grab a share of the co#ference title

. There was plenty of Warrior pride on The Warrjors extended their winning streak
display during last week’s two boys hasketball 10 15 games with last week’s victories over the
games at Willowhraok High School. Pirates and Eaglks, Willowbroek completed

The red-hot Warriors finished their West:  the month of December with 2 6-6 record. The
Suburban Gold Conference (WSGC) schedule ‘Warriors haven’t lost since, reeling off 15
with a pair of home games—a Feb. 17 baitle straight wins to build a 21-6 record. The 21
2gsinst Proviso East followed by Friday's vicloties ties a program record for wins in a
contest against Leyden. Willowbrook won both season, The' 1971-72 Willowbrook boys team
games to earn a share of the WSGC title with finished its season wit a 21-3 record.
Morton. Both schools compiled conference Willowhrook can get a new school Tecord
records of 9-3. {Continued on the next pags})

i

= The Warriors are pumped up..
= THEWILLOWBRCOK BOYS BASKETBALL program won a share of the West Suburban Gald Gonference (WSGC) championship after closing out the conference season with a pair
== . of home victories last week. The above left phota shows (. to 1.) senicrs Micah Williams and Andrew Kanelos at the conclusion of the Warriors' 96-04 victory aver Proviso East on Feb. 17
Z_m-‘ The above right photos, showing the Willowbraok student section and the Warriors varsity cheerlsaders, are from Friday's conferénce game against Leyden. Playing their final home game
=g of the season, the Warriars defeated Leyden 67-62 to complste the WSGG season with a 9-3 record. Marton, which earned conference victaries over Addison Trail and Proviso East last
= - week, also finished the WSGC season with a 9-3 mark. Friday's victory extended Willowbrook's winning straak o 15 games. The Warriors have not lost since Dac. 27, when they suflered a
==2 64-53 non-conference loss to Leyden in the championship game of Glenbard West's holiday tournament, Willowbrook's conference record stond at 1-3 after & home loss to Downers Grove
== South on Dec. 16. The Warriars then won their last eight conferénce games to claim a share of the WSGC title in boys basketbal for the first time in scheol history. Willewbrook joined the

= WSGC during the 1985-87 school year. The Warriors last won a conferance championship in boys basketball 43 yeats ago, when they won the 197172 Des Plaines Valley Conference title.

Photos by Ghris Fox
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Villa Park holds ‘State of the Village’
at Willowbrook on Thursday

Villa Perk wisadonty doe raviet to abtest the Siae of the Viflugs address on Thewsday Feb 26
The svent il bagit 814-35 p 52, 1 he andronum of Witlewlesak High Schiool, luesied af 1250

8 Acdmors Ave

Ascordmg to & news Telease istud by the villape, “the preseatsion 18 an appretundy to 1eview
e accomplilenents of last your, :ciudig ongomg rmpwvernerts to the Tlinows Fraing Path und

the lagnck of a new villag Wi site Inchuded wiil be ai overview of exuibing sems on 5

ayear's

agendy, such 48 eontimued sireet aproviments o0d the arwal of 2 wew fise eagoe "
The event will also inctudo mforiaton about curnent preacts 0 sack village depert mers:

Police department to hold

its

quarterly SALT meeting on March 11

The Villa Park Police Department’s
upcoming quarterly meeting for Seniors And
Law Enforcemeint Together (SALT) will be
beld at 11 a.m. on Wednesdey, March 11, at the
Wildwood Commmmity Center, The center is
iocated at 320 E. Wildweed Ave.

Residents and guests are invited to arrive at

1030 am . to gather and enjoy coffse, pastries
and fellowship prior to the presentation.

Viila Park Police Detective William Lyons
will give a presentation at the meeting. The
Viila Park Senjor Concerns Commission will
SPONSOL & lunch for all of the meeung S guests
i liately after the p

Villa Park man arrested on drug and
gun charges at vacant business

Police recover cannabis and $10,000 in cash from refrigerator

by Bonnie MacKay =~

Informaticn cbtained by Villa Park police
led to the acrest of a 23-year-old Villa Park
man on drug and gun charges.

Villa Park officers received information
about activity in the 200 block of East St.
Charles Road, where it was reported that
people were - cumi'ng and going from a
business which was believed to Be vacant.

On Feb. 20 at approximately 8 p.m.,
officers stopped and spoke to a male subject,
idertified as Brian Pitlman, as he exited the
building, Upon speaking with Pitiman,
officers found he reportedly was in
possession of cannabis and $600 in cash.

When. officers checked -the vacant
business, they located an amount of
cannabis, cocaine, heroin and 38 pills of
Ecstasy from inside a bathroom in the
common area of the multi-unit business
building, according to a department press
release.

According 1o Villa Park police Detective
Sgt. Dan McCann, officers then learned that
Pitiman reportedly was residing within one
of the units inside the building.

Subsequently, officers obrained a search
warrant for the ugit, Upon searching the unit

officers recovered approximately 174 grams
of cannabis and $10,000 in cash hidden
inside a refrigerator, which MeCaan said was
4 stnuil porisble one. Officers aiso recovered
a loaded 9mm handgun,

The detecrive said the unit did not have
heat or water and was u vacant storefront in
a strip mall, .

Brian Pittman was taken into custody
without incident; zccording to McCann, who
added that officers are upsure how long the
Villa Park man hag been residing in the
building.

Pittman was charged with two counts of
possession of controlled substance, one
count of felony possession of cannabis and
misdemeanor charges for possession of drug
paraphiernalia, possession of firearm without
a valid FOID (Firearm Owners Identification
Card) and possession of firearm ammunition
without a valid FOID. ’

“The officer was very observant,” the
sergeant said, “and took the extra steps
necessary to find cut what was going on [in
the vacant storefront].”

Pittiman was. transported to the DuPage
County Jail, where as of press time, he was
being held in lieu of $50,000 bond.

Willowbrook seeks professionzle to
taie part in career fair cn March 26

Willowbrook High Scheol’s gundance depattacat 15 jonmg e Willowblock Paert
Ogamzainen (WPO; o hold a career and vieationat faiv on Thursday, March 75 The eveat will
pavide studuniy with an oppértanity to spoak doently with oxpemenced pinfosstonsts atout
vaiols cdreaes. The gosl of the fair 15 ta provite & sctiing m whach shedents can beuca abost a
cuiliede of professions ds ey conssder their [afures

For the fair 10 %e sueatas®s], pallcipads am nesad 6 reprosent their carecr fulds Those
win are ransstxd m perticpating coh downingd a towm that’s ava’abls ochine at
hitips /dupageE3 net/srie/puiilic/tibmi Piteine 1987

VPJWC ic accepting applicatione for
12015 scholarships through April 15

The Villa Puk Jumer Worrn'y Utiab (VPFWC) 18 \psisocng a scholarsinp peiigram to berefit
Fervatkc high 5 ool somors whe resiia? i Veil) Park The solinbesfeps pronmote and reward studeing’
1evelvement @ A vauety of conmnnety carvice achviting

Thia year, the VPTWC 11 anardiag two sorolirsheps—ons for 41,570 and ons for $500 The
winagrs will be rhosen based i their applcations and regemmrondativng reoeved  Those
swholarshigg ars not awan/ed based ca Hinaneta] need

The VPTWC will scept scholwishay spphicatocs witl Aped 15 For slors usnemation, S 60
apudy cnlme i "xdwxlmjanapp!xatuﬂ mhu.s.,v;uwcwpﬁumhm’

VRJWC to hoid candidates forum
at Village Hall on March 11

The Vilka Peck Juster Women's Clab (VPIWC) w.ll conduct a caredidates torum
oa Wednusday, March 11, at 7 pan. ar Vitla Park Village Hall, lecated at 40 8§

Ardiroze Ave

Camdidates 1zening for woats on the Villa Park Veilsge Board, the Pastict 45
Scheuol Board and the Villa Pack Libisry Bodrd have boen mvited to attend the forum,
which will 1aclade gnest:ons subinattod by recsdesin

ngl stration - for
quarry tours begins Saturday

TrPage County rebiogs wiil have an
depEtanity 10 (ke & twr of e Eanhua
Gwrry Hood Cuevol Paciity im Saterday,
Myrd 21 Tne Hizabmoa Quaxy Toess ate oo
pressntod by DuPage Covery Slwowager
Managemeat, the Elmba st Mistoe s.al Mmeam
end the Tivtnst Park Lastoict

The tuurs, w’ﬁ;:..h will be Led by DuPuge
Comty swlf, Wi depart fom linhur
Hhstos: gl Muenm, kmu;datlwﬁ Prk Ave.,
Elphurst, vip coach Bua svery 30 anstes firms
% am woil 130 pra Kah roar will lasg
spoinseately 2 bous The euat 5 85 par
Fersen The tour veldl peovice mformation about
how EaPag: Covmey Stommwater Mansgemsat
currently opersts the iy

The March 21 cvost 15 beimg praasnted in
chsc:van:«: of Nacnnel Flood Awaryness Week
to fustier 4 meats understardiing of how He
county manages fzodwater

The Elxzhurt Query Floed Cestol
Facility » an 8,300 avre-foot flocd ontrcl
1scility on whiclt comst o bigan 8 1953
The rescrvorr takes wdvantice of the old
Elmburst Chicage Stons Quarry, lpcaed s wh
of North Ave. 0a Tthuos Roote 83 m Elmburst
The two lsbes of the quarry s saparated by o
rock hiph widl wineh support Veest Ave These
15 4 “keyway” m e wel wiuch allews

March - "2T

duvertod flood water te 21 both lebes, The cast
bibe 1% ti dicoper of the fwo bobcy, with an
avevags cinptt of 209 feet

When Salt Creck water Clevatons near Jood
siage, exvess flood water beiing spliing mio a
divesyion ohaznel, wluch somveya the water 1oa
dhivs: sl Vitrr fon fills down Bhe Jrep shaft
mto ad00-foot ions ninee] i catres the W
unde Rouiz 83 for west &) east aad 1o the
wost leLe of the guuety. The water 15 then fos?
m the quarry uilit ek watir levehi bave
sectdod to safis Jovels. The water is Gien puniped.
back $0 Sale Cvoek at sali: Tow Fates

Followirg the quacry vunt pasicipdnts may
joem & guxiicd tour of the Limbent Histoncal
Muszum s new-exntut. By All Accoonts The
Story of Llmhurst * cnd wateh o boef film on
the gy s hstory:

Tt Logsttalion 18 avaloble throngh the
Phphurmt  Pak Distoets Wab oo at
W B g startind on Sataday Feb 28

Torequest accurmmdations £ vautars with
Urabibidns, wnd an  taml  to
PliMEucosss Bsibnhurst ops, of ekl 630-330-
6579 at Loast thrte weoks pren € B4 tour

For mace ifoerdtion abont nevt month’s
UOTY ToUt, Vil BV clembursthstery e of
caii the Ticahnest Higtoriod Museum at 630-
RIZ-1457

Willowbrook...

{Continued from the pravious page}

for wins in a season when it travels to Hinsdale
Ceniral for tonight’s regular-season finaie, The
Warriors will open the THSA Class 4A playoffs
next week with a March 4 game against either
Downers Grove North or West Chicago. A win
would propel Willowbrook to. the .regional
championship game on March 6.

Willowbrook’s successful season provides
8 complete fumaround from the 2013-14
campaign. Last season’s Warriors suffered
through 4 2-25 campaign and an 0-12 record in
WSGC action.

Sophomore Alonzo Verge, who's inhis first
season on the varsity team, has been the
standout performer for Willowbraok this
season. Through 27 games, Verge is scoring an
average cf 23 .4 points per game. Verge poured
in 41 points during last week’s wild 96-G4
victory over Proviso Easi on Feb. 18. He
scored 4 team-leading 23 points in his team’s
67-62 win over Leyden on Friday.

Willowbrock’s other standont players
include seniors Jake Bruns, Chris Roycroft,
Kyle Rushing and Micah Williams, aloag with
junior Kevin Miller. Bruns provided 18 points

in tpst week'’s win ovar Proviso East, while,
Rushing and Miller added 11 and 10 points,
respectively. Williams contributed eight points,
while Rushing scored six points, Rushing and
Miller each scored 11 points during Friday's
vigtory over Leyden.

“It is monumental,” said Willowbrook
coach Chrig Perkins of the team’s achievement
of winning & share of the champienship of the
WSGC, which featured several sirong teams
this season. Periins, a 2004 Willowbrdok

‘graduate and standout basketball player, said

after Friday's victory that the entire Warrior
community is sharing in the team’s success.

“I received several e-mails from alumni
from the 70s and R0s" said Perkins.
“Everybody’s been reaching out. They're just
so proud of the way the tearmn bas been playing.
They’ve been following us through the media
and Ccoming to the games. For the whoie
Willowbrook family, it’s a huge moment.™

‘While Perkins is proud of the Warriors®
anceess, he noted that team still has its eyes on
a productive post-seagon,

“For the whole Willowbrook family, it [the
conference title] is a huge moment,” said
Pexkins, “At the same time, bigger things are in
store for us corne playodf time.”

Student honored by the VFW...

wl‘_ﬁ'um.;
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JEFFERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL sighth-grader Isaiah Lewis {above, right) was
recognized earlier this manth for the essay ha wrcte for the Veterans of Fareign Wars
(VFW) Palriat's Pen Youth Essay Compestition. Isaiah, who is pictured with Jefferson
Principal Raul Gaston, submitied the essay last fall. The theme for the 2014-15 essay
competition was “Why | Appreciate America's Vaterans.” Each of the submissions was
Judged on a paint system in the areas of knowledge, theme and clarity. Mare than
100,000 middle-school students enter the essay competition each year. “Your paper
was very good and wall thought-out” stated Villa Park VFW Post 2801 Post
Commander Dan Thomas of Isaiah’s essay. lsaiah is shown hoiding the certificate he
received for his submission. The certificate designates him as an *Outstanding Young

Spokesperson of the Future”
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Two wins give Warriors a share of the WSGC title

Willowbrook's boys basketball
Pprogram hasn™t given Warrior fans too
much to cheer about in recent
seasons. That's changed during the
2014-15 campaign, which produced
the program’s first conference title in
more than four decades.

The Warriors needed a pair of
home victories over two challenging
West Suburban Geld Conference
(WSGC) opponents last week to
secure a share of the conference title
with Morton. It was not easy, but
Willowbrook pulled out wins in each
ganie. The Warriors earned a 96-94
win over Proviso East in a back-and-
forth thriller on Feb. 17. Three days
later, the Warriors closed out rhe
WSGC season with Friday’s 67-62
win over Leyden.

This is  Willowbrook’s first
conference title in boys basketbalfl
since the scheol joined the WSGC at
the start of the 1986-87 school year.
The Warriors last won a conforence
tide in bays busketball in 1971-72,
when they captured the Des Plaines
Valley Conference championship.
The 1971-72 team set a school record
for victories in a season with 21. This
season’s Warriors tied that mark with
Friday’s win over Leyden.

In addition to locking up u picce
of the conference title, last week's
wins extended the Warriors’ winning
streak to 15 games and raised the
team’s overall record o 21-6.
Willowbrook has not lost since it
dropped- a 64-53 non-conference
decision to Leyden in the Dec. 27 title
game of Glenbard West's holiday
tournament.

Willowbrook and Morton share
the 2614-15 WSGC championship
with identical 9-3 records. The
Warriors and Mustangs split their two
head-to0-head meetings.  Morton
earned a 92-70 homecourt win over
Willowbrook: on Nov. 17. The
Warriors avenged that loss with an
80-78 win over the Mustangs in Villa
Park on Fcb. 6.

Like Willowbrook, Morton closed

out the WSGC season with a pair of
wins last week. The Mustangs beat
Addison Trail on Feb, 17 before
defeating Proviso East on Friday,

“It’s amazing,” seid Willowbrook
senior Jake Bruns after Friday's win
clinched 2 share of the conterence
tidle. “T can’t believe we did jt.”

Bruns is one of the current
‘Warriors who was a member of last
season’s  team, which suffersd
through a forgettable 2-25 season.
The 2013-14 Warriors had an 0-12
WSGC record and finished the season
with 15 straight losses.

“Last year, every day cur heads
were down,” said Bruns. “This year,
we're screaming, we're yelling, we're
kaving fun in the locker room. Our
coufidence is high. We're having fun
ot there™

“It means  lot to come ont here
with fmy brothers and win a
conference  championship,”  said
senior Kyle Rushing. a threg-year
varsity piayer, following Friday’s
victory. “Mot just for us, bur for
everybody who ever went to
Wiilowbrook, who's going to go to
Willowbrook.”

Rushing said that he and his
teammates believed at the beginning
of the season that they could win the
conference title.

“It was one of our goals,” said
Rushing, who referred to & ream
meeting at the beginning of the
season. “We didn’t belleve it was far-
fetched. We just knew that we had to
put in the work, and that it wasn’t
going 1o be casy.”

The Feb, 17 victory over Proviso
East definitely was not easy. The
Plrates were secking revenge ugainst
the Warriors, who scored a 6865
victery teams” first meeting of the
season on Jan. 24 in Maywood.
Proviso Bast held a 42:37 halftime
lead in last week’s rematch in Villa
Park. The Pirates and Warriors were
tied at 61-61 at the end of the third
period,

It anyone cver writes 2 book about

the Warriors™ 2014-15 season, he or
she could devote an entire chapter to
the fourth quarter of last week’s game
against Proviso East. Willowbrook
outscored the Pirates 35-33 in the
period to ean the namow 96-94
victory. Proviso Eust held a 75-68
lead with 5:45 to play. The Pirates’
lead stood at 77-71 with just under
five minutes left in the game. The
Warriors then scored 15 straight
points to take a 86:77 lead with under
three minotes to play. Tnstead of
wilting, the Pirates mountad their own
furious rally to grab a 94-93 lead with
under one minute to play.

Sophomere Alonzo Verge helped
the Warriors regain the lead when he
made a pair of free throws with 37.8
seconds to play to pur Willowbrook
ahead 95-94. Verge fintshed the night
with 41 points—22 in the first half
and 19 in the second half. He made 13
of 23 shets, including four of 11
attempts from 3-point range. He sank
11 of 12 free throws.

“We tried 16 keep our energy as

high as possible and not let up,” said

Verge afler last week’s win over the

Pirates, “1 have confidence in my
teammates, and they have confidence
in me. We just try to feed off that.”
Rushing made one fiee throw with
5.8 seconds left to give the Warrdors
their 96-94 lead, The Pirates missed o

Driving force...

Pholo by Chris Fox

SOPHOMORE ALONZO VERGE (above) of the Willowbrook boys

basketball team drives down the court during Friday's West Suburban
Gald Conference game against Leyden. Verge scored 25 points in the
Warriors' 67-62 win. The victory gave Willowbrock its 15th straight win,
an overall record of 21-6 and a share of the conference titie. Verge
Pourad in 41 points in the Warriors' pravious game—a 96-94 conference
win over Proviso East on Feb. 17. Varge is averaging more than 23

3-point shot at the buzzer.

“Anytime you beat Proviso East,
it's sweet,” said Willowbrook couach
Chris Perkins after the game. “We
knew it was going to be up and down.
We knew we could run with them.”

Bruns scored 18 points in the
victory, which easily set (he team’s
$eason record for points in a game.
The Wartiars’ next-highest output was
their 80-point game against Merton
on Feb. 6. Rushing scored 11 points,
while junior Kevin Miller and senior
Micah Williams scored 10 and eight
points, respectively.

Verge scored 25 points in Friday's
win over Leyden. The Wardors held

(Centinued on the next page)
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The 1963-64

lenbard East alumni watched the current Rams defeat E

eventual state champion Pekin |
yaarbook, the Rams' post-season run 51
Willowbrook and West Leyden, Glenbard Ea
and beat West Leyden 60-57 In the ragiona! final. The Rams then
Naperville and Eigin befors defeating Bradiey 42-37 in a super-sactional championship game. According
to the yearbeok, the team finished the season with an overall record of 24-2. Members of the ieam
Gary Wilhite, Tim Waiss, John Kerzan and Bob. Hager; (back row)
etleader), Ken Parker and Mike Fleming. The
ast Aurora 54-52,

(pictured ieft to right) are: (front row)
Dan Stewart, Tena Haraldson (a 1963-64 Glenbard East che
G

PR

Rams’ Elite igt team ...

THE 1963-64 GLENBARD EAST BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM was recognized before Friday's Uipstate
Eight Gonference boys game between Gianbard East and East Aurora in Lombard. The 1963-64 Rams
earned six post-sgasan victories 1o advance to the Elite Eight-—tha state quarterfinals—which al the time
were playad at Assembly Hall at the University of lilincis at Urbana-Champaign. Glenbard East lost to
v the quarterfinal round. According to the 1963-64 Glenbard East
years ago included regional viclories over Lake Park,
st edged Willowbrogk 65-

j i

84 in a regional semifinal game
posted sectional victories over

points per game this season. He's been the team's leading scorer or co-
leading scarer in 23 games. '

Runner-up Warriors. .. snosey.imizzo

TWO WILLOWBRCOK WRESTLERS sarned runnar-up finishes
at the IHSA Class 3A individual state meet, which took place from
Thursday to Saturday in Champaign. Freshman Jack Jessen {top
photo) and junior Matt Rowland {bottom phota) each won three
malches in Champaign to advanca to the championship match of
their respactive weight divisions. Jessen advanced to the 170-pound
final, while Rowland battled into the 152-pound title match. Jessen
lost a 5-4 decision to Marmion junior Riley DeMoss in Saturday’s
finals, while Rowland dropped a 9-3 decision to junior Walter White
of Qak Park/River Forest. Jessen compleied the season with an
overall record of 49-3. Rowland, who acvanced fo the quarterfinals
of last Season's individual state meet as a sophomore, finished the
2014-15 season with a 47-3 record. Rowland's three losses all came
against White in successive weeks in the finals of the Leyden
Regional, the Glenbard North Sectional.and the state meet. White
finished the season with a perfect 36-0 record,
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Elmhurst files suit to reclaim sales tax rebate

Seeks over
$140,000 from
Lucky Motors,

which relocated
to Villa Park

By Dee Longfellow
Lor The Independent

VILLA PARK — The Inde-
pendent has learned that on
Feb. 11, the City of Elmhurst
filed a lawsuit against Lucky
Motors, Inc., claiming the auto
dealership violated terms of its
2010 sales tax rebate agree-
ment. ‘ ’

The 10-year deal with Lucky
Motors., Inc., provided the
dealership with a 50 percent
rebate of sales taxes the City
received from sales of used
vehicles either over the Internet
or at its Elmhurst location at
817 N. Church Rd. The rebate
agreement was capped at a
maximum of $50,000 per year
or a total payout of $500,000
over the 10-year agreement,

The City of Elmhurst com-
monly uses sales tax rebate
agreements as an incentive for
economic development and has
entered into similar agreements
with other locally-based auto
dealers, which have proven
successtul to the dealership
as weil as the City. The deal
with Lucky Motors, included a
recoupment provision, which
requires full or partial return
of any of the rebate payments
if the company relocates its
operations to a location outside
of the City during the term of

NSIDE:
Police Reports.......... 6
Faces & Places.......8-9

the agreement. The provision
called for 100% repayment of
rebates if the business relocates
before five years.

In September of 2014, Elm-

hurst -officials. observed ~ that
Lucky Motors had relocated
its business to Villa Park. City
Attorney Don Storino sent
a letter to Lucky Motors in
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Hot Rodders of tomorrow
Pictured are the Willowbrook studeints. who com,
took place on Feb. 14 and 15. They are (from left)
Brian Kraabel, senior Josh Bay and junior James
a consultant to the Willowbrook team. The stude

~F R FTLFES
* Par _°F

October requesting the busi-
ness repay the full $144,635 in.
rebates or face further action.
Despite continued attempts to
resolve the matter through fur-

- "?L:{;_

-
-

-

ther communications, BElmhurst
has net received payment from
Lucky Motors, and is filing suit
to reclaim what is provided for
in the 2010 agreement.

photo provided

peied in the Hot Rodders of Tomorrow Engine Challenge, which
senior Austin Denz, junior Vince Ayala, senior Rob.Letson, senior
Moore. With them is Villa Park resident Bill Reeves, who serves as
nts-competed against other high schools to see who could rebuild

a car engine the fastest. They had a chance to win scholarship money and advance to a national competition,

Classifieds..........
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QuPON.
$500 OFF |

1 Whole House Siding instailation YAl Replacemsnt Windows wilh FREE Low Efrgan 1
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Superintendent’s Student Leadersh1p Team prov1des youth 1ns1ght

ADDISON/VILLA PARK —
On Feb. 13, about 25 students
from_Adeson Trail and ‘Wil-
lowbrook attended a Superin-
tendent’s Student Leadership
Team meeting.

During that meeting, the stu-
dents spoke with District 88
Superintendent Dr. Scott Hel-
ton, Addison Trail Principal
Adam Cibulka and Willow-
brook Pnnctpal Dan Krause
about what is going well in
the district and what could be
improved from their perspec-
tive. They also reviewed the
calendar for the 2015-16 school
year with the admiristrators.

Later in the meeting, Willow-

brook Social Worker Erik Enge]
led the students in an exercise
to think about how District 88
student leaders could partner
with the elementary school dis-
tricts that feed into the District’s
high schools. The students dis-

cussed with the administrators

some ways they could mentor
the younger students on topics
such as substance abuse and
healthy relationships.

Helton meets with the Super-
intendent’s Student Leadership
Team throughout the school
year -to gather feedback from
the students and to hear first-
hand how they feel about Dis-
trict 88:

phote provided

Addison Trail senior Stephanie Diaz (second from right) speaks with her peers during the
District 88 Superintendent’s Student Leadership Team meeting on Feb. 13. The event offered
administrators a rare chance to learn how the youth really feel about their school and the

District.

District 88 takes part in

ADDISON/VILLA PARK
— Throughout the month of
February, Addison Trail and
Willowbrook students and staff
have been recognizing Afri-
can-American History Month
through various events and
learning opportunities.

For example, Disirict 88 stu-
dents, staff and administrators
were able ip ell_]Oy a viewing
of the movie “Selma™ as part
of African-American History
Month. Several
cials and legislators joined the
group for that viewing includ-
ing Addison Police Department

local offi- |

Director of Police Timothy
“Bill” Hayden, Addison Mayor
Rich Veenstra, State Rep.
Deb Conroy (D-46th District)

and State Rep. Kathy Willis -

(D-77th District), and District
88 Superintendent Dr. Scott
Helton.

Al Addison Trail, a Power-
Point presentation that shares
the history, -accomplishments
and contributions of African-
Americans is being displayed
throughout the month. At Wil-
lowbrook, information about
the history, accomplishments
and contributions of . African-
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African-American History Month ¥

Americans is being shared with
students and staff during Mon-
day announcements throughout
February.

Students from both high

schools will participate in the -

Black Student Leadership Con-
ference on Feb. 24 at College
of DuPage to leamn leadership
skills and to learn about the
college admission process and

pursuing a career. In addition,

Addison Trail students will
attend the Black Women’s
Expo from March 27-29 at
McCormick Place in Chicago.
From Feb. 9-13, Willow-

brook held Spirit Week to cel-
ebrate African-American His-
tory Month.

Both  schools  designed
‘[-shirts to promote African-
American History Month.

DuPage County praised for
obesity prevention efforts

DU PAGE COUNTY — The
FORWARD initiative, a pro-
gram of. the DuPage County
Health Department, is one
of only 11 counties and cit-
ies nationwide to be highlight-
ed for its obesity prevention
accomplishments on the Rob-

ert Wood Johnson Foundation
(RIWF) website.

Launched in 2009, FOR-
WARD has been the key driver
of the County’s efforts to create
healthier communities and has

See OBESITY, Page 6

DEU=* NEW SOCCER SESSION

~ STARTS MARCH 4th

F

JWEJ@@R-HELDS

% 360 'r,uu
f:'-“r.'.u-n-:r Hlay

CALL ILLINGIS SOCCER HALL OF FAMER
& ODEUM SPORTS DIRECTOR, TONY DALLAS,
AT EXTENSION 135 FOR MORE INFO

630-941-9292

1033 N VILLA AVE. VILLAIRARK » WWW ODEUMEXPC.COM



N Pace |0VP - FEpruary 26, 2015 { THE INDEPENDENT

Four Willowbrook students

VILLA PARK — On Feb. |
18, Willowbrook hosted a State
sendoft celebration for fresh-
man Jack Jessen and junior Matt
Rowland, who competed in the
lllinots High School Associa-
tion (IHSA) Boys Wrestling
State Tournament, held Feb. 19
to 21 in Chatnpaign. Jessen was
to compete in the 170-pound
division, and Rowland in the
152-pound division.

Another send-off was held on
Feb. 20 for senior Alex Lapin-
ski, who was to’compete in a
Humorous Interpretation event
at the THSA Individual Events
State Toarnament, held Feb. 20
and 21 at the Peoria Civic Cen-
ter.

Senior Tamara Mendez com-
peted in the THSA Girls Gym-
nastics State Meet, also held
Feb. 20 and 21 at Palatine High
School. She competed in the.
all-around, vault, bars and beam:
events,

) courtesy photos
Junior Matt Rowland (left) and freshman Jack Jessen were
to participate in the [HSA Boys Wrestling State Tournament.

compete
1

Senior Alex Lapinski was
scheduled to take part in the
IHSA Individual Events State
Tournament held in Peoria
last weekend.

in State competitions

f.

Y

Senior Tamara Mendez was
to compete in the IHSA Girls
Gymnastics State Meet at Pal-
atine High School Feh, 20-21.

|

courtesy photo

Rusnak named
National Merit finalist

- Pictured is Willowbrook senior Tyler Rusnak, who has been
named as a finalist in the 2015 National Merit Scholarship
Program. He is a member of Willowbrook’s DECA Team,
Math Team, National Honor Society, Civitas (the school's
social studies honor society), Scholastic Bowl, Key Club
and Gay-Straight Alliance. Tyler plans fo study botany at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Carleton Colflege or The
University of Chicago. :

News from VFW Post 2801

Pates to remember

* March 8 - Post 80th Anni-
versary — 10:30 am. — 4 p.m.

Celebrate the Post’s 80th
Anniversary this year. Kick-
off Bash is Sunday March 8th,
with a chicken and pasta din-

ner, 11:30 — 4 p.m. Come early

and enjoy coffee and pastries

-13:30 -11:30- a.m. The Thom

Mac Band will be perform
from 1-3 p.m.

Tickets are $9 in advance,
$10 at the door.

Menu includes fried chicken,
mostaccioli, mashed potatoes
& gravy, salad, coffee and iea,

(And coffee and pastries for
the early birds!)

* March 10, 10 a.m. Tech-
nology Classes begin again,
presented by SpeedTex of Villa
Park. These classes, held on
the second Tuesday of every
month, are for the not-so-tech-
savvy folks who are new to
smart phones, tablets, laptops,
etc. Classes are limited to ten
persons, so register early.

Topic for March 10 — Face-
book: setting up, navigating,
security, updating info, photos,
etc.

s Fee: 312 per student (spouses

6).

To registration, ‘call 630-50% -
0418 or via e-mail to: custom-
erservice(@speedtex.us

* March 21-- Post/Scouts. -

Mostaccioli Dinner — 5-8 p.m.

All-you-can-eat pasta dinner
hosted by Pest Troop 242 Boy
Scouts. Tickets include salad,
garlic bread, meatballs and/
or sausage, juice, coffee and

baked goods. Tickets are $8 for
adults, $5 Seniors & Children
4-12

* March 22 — Sunday Break-
fast from 8:30-12 noon

Menu includes: biscuits &
gravy, scrambled eggs, sau-
sages, pancakes, french toast,

" pastries, coffee, tea, juice, milk.

Tickets are $7/adults, $4 / kids
5-11.

* April 12 - Ladies Spring
& Summer Fashion Show,
beginning at 12 noon.

Sponsored by the Ladies
Auxiliary of Vilia Park VEW

For tickets and information,
call Jan Bakes 630-217-2147.
Proceeds support the VFW’s
Cancer Aid & Research Pro-
gram. The program will fea-
tare jewelry, shoes, accesso-
ries, fashions for every woman
including spring and stmmer
arrivals, presented by
Dress Barnof Bloemingdate. -

More dates to remember:

* Feb 26 — Men’s Auxiliary
Meeting 7:30 p.m. .

* March 8 - 80th Anniver-
sary Dinner 10:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

» March 9 - Ladies” Auxil-
iary Meeting 7:30 p.m.

.* March 16 — Post meeting

7:30 p.m.

« March 21 - Scouts/Post
Spaghetti Dinner 5-8 p.m.
~» March 22 - Post monthly
Breakfast 8:30 a.m. -12 Noon

* March 26 — Rock-N-Wings
5-8 p.m.-

» March 26 — Men's Auxil-
iary Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Activities Reminder
*» Every Tuesday — Bingo

The -

New - $5,000.00 potentiai
Prize

* Every Thursday — Wing
Night — 5:30 - & p.m.

Check out the Bar specials

* Every Friday - Fish Fry
(best in the area) 5:30 - 8:30

PLIIL
Menu includes: fried shrimp,

Fish/Shrimp combos, beef/sau-

sage sandwiches, combos, hot

dogs J

Villa Park
Chamber
to host
scholarship
fundraiser
for WBHS

VILLA PARK — On March
5 beginning at 8 a.m,, the Villa
Park Charober of Commerce
will host a breakfast-at Willow-
brook High School with pro-
¢eeds. to the chamber’s Scholar-
ship Fund for WBHS students.
Tickets are $25 a person. There
will an optional tour of the high
school beginning at 9 am. for
anyone interested.

‘Musical entertainment wil?
be provided by WBHS students .
and breakfast will be prepared
and served by The Brook Cater-
ing Co., which is comprised of
WBHS students enrelled in
culinary classes at the school.

To register for this Scholar-
ship Fundraiser, go to dupage88.
net/site/public/files/?item=2072
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Addison Trail boys basketball team gettig ready for home stretch

Blazers earn
No. 9 seed at
East Aurora

-sectional
By Mike Miazga
Correspondent

The Addison Trail boys bas-
ketball team was rewarded for
its improvement this season.

The.Blazers earned a Top 10
seed in the upcoming Class 4A
East Aurora sectional. Addison
Trail is the No. 9 seed in the
22-team field.

Io recent action, Addison

Trail dropped a pair of West
Suburban  Conference Gold
Division games to Proviso
East. The Blazers lost 68-66 on
the road (a- makeup game due
1o weather) and 69-60 at home.

“It was two different games
in a sense,” said Addison Trail
coach Brendan Lyons. “in the
one game we were down by
20 at halftime after playing the
worst half of basketball of the
season and then we had a great
third quarter and came back
and cut it to five, but we didn’t
have ehough left to finish it
off. In the other game, it was
tied with 30 second left and we

gave up an offensive rebound
put-back with four séconds left
and that was the difference. We
played well for the most part in
both games. But against a team
like Proviso that is very aggres-
sive defensively with pressing
from baseline 1o baseline you
have to take care of the bas-
ketball and rebound and have
a great tempo. We didn’t get to
that point in both games. We
had tee many turnovers and
we gave up too many offensive
rebounds.”

Jaavion Bradley led Addi-
son Trail in one of the Proviso
games with 23 points. Taylor

White was the Blazers’ leading
scorer in the other game with
18 points. .

“We're getting good con-
tributions collectively as a
group,” said Lyons. “When we
are playing well we get really
good team efforts, We continue
to play solidly.”

Lyons also lauded the play of
Dante Frontier and sophomore
Jack Kalbas.

“Donte had two solid games
against Proviso,” said Lyons.
“Jack played well and gave us
a fot of good energy.”

The two losses put Addison
Trail at 14-8 overall.

“I like this group,” said
Lyons. “The big thing is we
need to get back to playing
better defense in the half court, -
We've played a lot of close
games early in the year that we
won with good defense. The
differences in our wins and
losses have not been by wide
margins. The guys understand
we have to do that. It's just a
question of going back to that
and getting a counple of breaks
to go our way.”

Addison Trail played its West
Suburban Conference cross-
over game earlier this week.

Wililowbrook’s Rowland and Jessen finish second at state wrestling

Fenton’s Alfaro fourth;
Addison Trail’'s
Jastrzebski strong at

state bowling finals
By Mike Miazga
Correspondent

The Willowbrook wrestling pro-
gram’s long list of accomplishments
over the years just got a litile larger.

Willowbrook junior Matt Rowland
and freshman teammate Jack Jessen
each tooksecond in their respective
weight classes at the recent Class 3A
state finals in Champaign.

Rowland, wrestling in the 152-pound
division, won his first match 9-4 over
Hinsdale Central’s Juwan Edmeoend and
then scored a 6-1 victory over Wheel-
ing’s Munkhtulga Zuunbayan. In the
semnifinals Rowland was a 5-0 winner
over Alton’s Nicholas Delcach. -

In the finals, Rowland dropped a 9-3
decision to familiar foe Walter White
Jr., of Oak Park-River Forest.

Rowland finished the season with a
50-4 record.

At 170 pounds, Jessen won his first
match via fall in 2:58 over Highland
Park’s John Ciancio. He then scored
an 8-3 win over Sandburg’s Brian Kra-
\sowski. In the semifinals, Jessen downed

Belleville East’s Matthew Striegel 7-4.
Jessen then dropped a 5-4 match to

Marmion’s Riley DeMoss in the 170-

pound state championship match.

Jessen finished the year 52-4.
Addison Trail wrestling

Addison Trail senior Anthony Metalle
went 1-2 at the Class 3A state wrestling
finals in Champaign.

Wrestling in the 145-pound division,
Metallo opened with a pinfall win in
5:05 over Marmion’s Michael Callahan.
He then lost 7-3 to Crystal Lake South’s
Eric Barone. In the consolation bracket,
Metallo dropped a match by fall in 5:59
to Yorkville’s Brody Sharp.

Metallo finished the season 38-10.
Fenton wrestling

Fenton senior Juan Alfaro placed
fourth at 170 pounds at the recent Class
2A state wrestling finals in Champaign.

Alfaro started off with a 6-3 win
over Champaign Central’s Trystan
Schoonover. He then pinned Lemont’s
John Polk in 5:38. '

Alfaro then lost 13-2 to Troy Triad’s
Cole Witzig in the semifinals.

Alfaro came back to score a 5-4 win
over Geneseo’s Cole Hunzeker in the
consolation bracket and then lost via
pinfall in the third-place match to Oak
Forest’s Patrick Kristin.

Senior Antoine Bess wrestled at 120

pounds and lost viafallin 1:56 to Wash-
ington’s Elijah Oliver in his first match
and then lost via'major decision to Oak
Forest’s Alan Durham. Bess finished the
year 32-11. .
Willowbrook girls gymnastics

Willowbrook senior Tamara Mendez
competed in two individual events snd
the all-around competition at the recent
IHSA state gymnastics finals at Palatine
High School,

Mendez placed 33rd on beam with
a scare of 7.825 and tock 34th on the
vault with a 9.200,

In the all-around competition, Men-
dez was 32nd with a score of 33.425.
She earned a 9.200 on vault, a 9.125 on
beam, a 7.8250 on beam and a 7.2750
on floor exercise.

Addison Trail girls bowling

Addison Trail senior Amanda Jastrze-
bski finished 44th at the IHSA state girls
bowling finals at Cherry Bowl Lanes
cutside .of Rockford.

Jastrzebski Tfound herseif tied for 41st
place after the first day of competition.
She rolled a 1,242 series that included
a 661 effort (203, 245 and 213 games)
and a 581 (203, 206 and 172 games).

On the final day, she rolled games of
182, 178 and 194 for a 554 and then
came back in the final session with
games of 224, 223 and 214 for a 661.

Jastrzebski finished with a total score
of 2,457 and averaged nearly 203 pins a
game for the tournament.
Willowbrook girls basketball

The Willowbrook girls basketball
team -lost a 51-35 decision to Hoff-
man Estates in Class 4A regional play
recently. ‘

Hoffman Estates led 15-11 after the
first quarter and 26-18 at halftime.

Michala Giammarrino led the Was-
riors in scoring with 10 poinds (1 three-
peinter). Sam Schmidt had six points
and nine rebounds, while Breonna
Brown added six points. Sidney Planz
had five poinis, Kalyn Konrath had
seven rebounds and Cheyenne Brunig
had two steals.

Addison Trail girls basketball

The Addison Trail girls basketball
team dropped a 49-28 decision to Elk
Grove at the Class 4A Addison Trail
regional.

Addison Trail’s Kelly Delawder
advanced to the sectional portion of
the Class 4A state 3-pointing shooting
contest.

Fenton girls basketball

" The Fenton girls basketball team lost
40-26 to Glenbard North in quarterfinal
action of the Class 4A 8t. Charles North
regional.

Addison Trail’s O’Neill 12th on beam at state gymnastics

By Mike Miazga
Correspondent

Addison Trail sophomore
girls gymnast Kennedy O’ Neill
finished her season with a bang,

O’Neill earned a state medal
on beam by placing 12¢h in the
event at the IHS A state finals at
Palatine High School. '

O'Neill finished with a score
of 7.90 on beam on the final day
of competition. She advanced

to the finals after tying for 10th
place with a 9.075 in the pre-
liminary round.

O’Neill alse placed 27th on
bars with an 8.80 and took
24th in the all-around compe-
tition with a 36.00 score. In
the all-around she scored 9.275
on vault, 8.800 on bars, 9.075
on beam and 8.850 on floor
exercise (total average score of
9.00).

“With beam this year I've
mostly stayed clean and stayed
on the beam,” said O’Neill ear-
lier last week. “T've made sure
that I have good form and good
presentation and show every-
thing off on beam.”

(¥Neill added that she
increased her skill level on the
bars. “1 worked hard over the
summer and increased my skill
difficulty,” she said. “That has

paid off a lot this year. I do
some things that not a lot of
peeple do. It was weird at first
learning it, but once I got it
and mastered the skill it wasn’t
hard at all. A lot of times peo-
ple will gasp when they watch
because they aren’t used to it.
It’s an eye-opener and net a lot
of people are used to it.”
(’Neill has been competing
in gymnastics for the better

part of a decade, starting off in
a park district program.

“My parents put me in there,”
she explained. “I tried every
other sport and gymnastics is
what stuck with me.”

(O’ Neill did club gymnastics
up until she entered Addison
Trail. }

“1 just decided to do high

See GYMNASTICS, Page 17



Staying focused

Fenton senior Antoine Bess ends season at state tournament

By Mike Miazga'
Correspovident

Fenten senior wrestler Antoine Bess
said a focused mind can'lead to big things
in the sport.

“You have to keep your mind focused
and that's something I've improved on
a lot,” he said. “It’s a really huge part of
wiestling, Wrestling is a great sport where
anybody can be good. It doesn’t matter
how big or fast you are, as long as you
have that successful’ mentality. You must

have the proper mindset.”
Confidence also plays a big role.
“That’s part of it too,” he said. ] feel
like every match I've had 've gained
more confidence regardless if I wen or
lost.”

-Bess has combined the mental side with
an improved tcchnical gamc this scason.
That helped land him a spot in the Class
2A state finals tournament this past week-
end in Champaign.

Bess aiso takes pride in the level of his
conditioning on the mat.

THE INDEPENDENT ! FEBRUARY 26, 2015 - Pace |7

“My conditioning is probably the best
thing I have,” he said. “Because of my
conditioning I can wrestle for a long time.
Wrestling is a very taxing sport. I feel like
I can go on fofever out there. You can't
get gassed out there:”

Bess started wrestling in high school
Be wrestled his first year at Elk Grove
High School. -

“One of my friends bet me I couldn’t do
it (wrestle),” he said. “T had to prove him
wrong. He said I wasn’t cut out for it. F
ended up doing well with it.”

Bess would like to wrestle in college
and would like to study exercise science/
kinesiology.

Getting to the state tournament was a
crowning achievement for Bess.

“Not making it last year was heart-
breaking. I lost in the sectionals,” he said.
“T was downtrodden the whole sunumer. It
motivated me for this year. Getting there
means a lot to me. It’s something I've '
worked on for the past four years. This
makes up for last year. This means so
much to me and fo the Fenton program.”

‘Addison Trail’s Metallo finishes strong

Senior wrestler
competes in Class

3A state finals
By Mike Miazga
Corvespondent

Addison Trail senior wres:

tfler Anthony Metallo saved
the best for last.

Metallo wrapped up his high
school “wrestling career - this
past weekend in Champaign
with his first-appearance in the
Class 3A state finals. ’

“Making -it down there

Immediate impact

- By Mike Miazga
Correspondent

Willowbrook freshman-Jack

Jessen was a known commod-.

ity on the wrestling circuit
before he - ever stepped foot
onto a high school mat.
Jessen has enjoyed tremen-
dous success at the youth
national level -(earning four
national titles} and continued

that into his first high school.

* GYMNASTICS

Continued from page 7

means a lot,” he said earlier
last week. “I’ve been work-
ing every year trying to make
it and have come up short
before. I finally did it.”
‘Metallo, who was 36-6
heading into the towrnament
with 23 pinfall wins, said he's
noticed an overall uptick in all
parts of his wrestiing game.
“Pretty much everything has
improved,” he said. “I have
more of a mental focus. The
mental appreach to wrestling
is very important. You can be
physical and have it all there,

season where he qualified for
the Class 3A state finals tour-
nament at 170 pounds.

“I've gotten better at learn-
ing moves and getting smicoth-
er with my shots,” he said
earlier last week. "I work hard
at escaping. I feel I can get
away from anyone. 1 believe
in myself.”

Jessen said he’s most com-
fortable when he’s wrestling
on his feet. “T do a lot of hand

4

school gymnastics,” she said.
“There was a ot less stress
involved and it gave me time
to do other things such as track
(O’Neill competed in the 100,
200, triple jump and long jump
last year as a freshman) and
dance.”

O’Neill also is a standout in
the classroom where she has
a 4.5 grade-point average. She
doesn’t mind the busy schedule
she has between academics and
extra curricular activities.

“Club gymnastics taught me
how to manage my time,” she
said. “I'm very good at doing

that. I plan everything cut so [
can make time for everything.”

('Neill noted having the
experience of being in the state

" meet as a freshman has helped

as well. )

“It gives me more confi-
dence,” she said: “Going in
I know what to expect. Last
year 1 had no idea what to
exgect. I'm very happy with
what has happened. My goal
was to make it downstate all
four years. To qualify this year,
I was so excited. It shows the
hard work is paying off and that
is very exciting.”

but once you start doubting
yourself, that takes away from
everything., I try and go out
there and do whatever it takes.
I'm very determined. I go out

there every fime and wrestle

fike it’s my last match.”

Metallo cited his - perfor-
mance in the Class 3A sec-
tional several weeks ago as
one of his favorite achieve-
ments.

“In the sectional tournament
I pinned three kids in a row to
make it to state,” he said.

Metallo has been wrestling

Willowbrook freshman Jack Jessen has quickly

since he was six or seven years
old. He had been playing in
the Addison Cowboys football
program when he noticed a
flier for wrestling.

“I said I'd try it. Why not?”
he said. “T fell in love with
the spott. I love the individual
part of it. You don’t have to
worry about anybody else out
there but yourself. When you
beat someone one-on-one il

feels great becanse you did .

it.”
Metallo, who also played
four years of football at Addi-

son Trail, said he would like
to play football in college and
is looking into the University
of Wisconsin-Platteville as a
possible destination.

Metallo added the experi-
ences he had in football and
wrestling at Addison Trail will
stick with him for many years
to come.

“Our school has the greatest
coaches,” he said. “They have
taught me so many different

things. I've learned so many

different life lessons through

my years here.” %

made a name for himself in high school wrestling

fighting .and go for a lot of
shots. I have a lot. of offense,”
he said. “I feel very comfort-
able on my feet. I like being
on offense on my feet.”

Wrestling is nothing new for
Jessen, who has been involved
with the sport since he was
five in the Villa Park Young
Warriors program.

“1 love the compeiitiveness
of everything,” he said. “It’s
you and the other guy on the
mat. It’s a good combat sport
that I've fallen in love with
for years.” ’

Jessen  downplayed the
earlier success he’s had or
any notion of what might be
around the comer for him.

“I'm still trying to real-
ize my potential,” he said.
“The experience I’ve had has
helped me tremendously with
my technique and my mental
game. I've become stronger
because of it and I'm calmer. 1
go out there and I do my thing.
I'm not distracted by the stage
I'm on or the crowd. I don’t
see it as pressure. I'm oniy a
freshman. I'm just trying to
make something happen.”:

Jessen said wiestling kids

three grade levels higher
doesn’t bother him. “I don’t
see age,” he said. “You see
kids getting bumped up all
the time in age divisions. I’ve
been wrestling older guys for
a while.”

Jessen said his rise to suc-
cess could not have happened
without the support he's
received.

“Thave received a lot of sup-
port and there is a big family

environment around here,” he
said. “That also has been a big
help.”

Jessen was excited that he
attained one of his major goals.

“My goal was to get down-
state this year,” he said. “Any-
thing I do down there is icing
cn the cake. Looking back 1
could have never imagined
myseif being in this spot, And
I still have three more years to
improve.”

s TR IV
Filit o
SAND BEACH
RESORT
SINCE 1928
4833 Sand Beach Dr.
Eagle River, Wl 54521
715.479.4340
www. pitliksresort.com




Bill Ackerman - backerman@shawmedia.com
Addison Trail's Nichelas Conrad (left) drives across the court Feb. 20 in a road game at Hinsdale South. The Blazers are looking to
recapture some of their early season success when they start postseason play Tuesday.

AT, TC, York boys hoping for playoff hoops success

By DAN SANTAROMITA
dsantaromita@shawmedia.com

The road to the state finals for
Class 3A and 4A boys basketball teams
starts with regional tournament
games beginning Monday. Here’s the
outlook for Addison Trail, Timothy
Christian and York.

Addison Trail

Class: 4A

Regional: Proviso West

Sectionak East Aurora

Seed: No. 9

First game: 7 p.m. "l'uesday vs. No. §
Metea Valley

Outleok: The Blazers got off to a hot
start this season, winning 10 of the
first 11 games, but have struggled
since. AT lost seven of its final eight
West Suburban Gold games to finish
4-8 in the league.

Seniors Taylor White and Matt
Gontarek have been key for the Blaz-
ers this season, but younger players
such as sophomore Jack Kalbas and
juniors Nick Conrad and Eric Grygo
also have contributed to a balanced
team.

AT earned the No. 9 seed, which

is the program’s best sinece 2001, The
Blazers open against Metea Valley,
which enters the postseason with an
eight-game winning streak. The win-
ner likely faces top sectional seed Ly-
ons Township, which won the West
Suburban Silver, in the regional final
March 6.

Timothy Christian

Class: 3A

Regional: Timothy Christian

Sectional: Westinghouse

Seed: No. 11

First game: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday vs.
No. 6 Westinghouse

Outlook: The Trojans shared the Met-
ro Suburban East title to win the pro-
gram’s first conference title since the
2008-02 season when they won the Pri-
vate School League in its final year of
existence.

Timothy heads into the postsea-
son having won six of its final seven
games. Robert McGivney, a 6foot-6
senior, has stepped up as a key play-
er on the interior while guards Riley
Chapman and Ben Lodewyk have set
the tempo for the team,

The Trojans open the postseason
against Chicago public school West-

inghouse, which is the No. 6 seed in the
Class 3A sectional. The winner likely
faces No. 3 North Lawndale Charter,

York

Class: 4A :

Regional: Glenbard West

Sectienal: East Aurora

Seed: No. 7

First game: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday vs. No. 10
Naperville Central

Outlook: The Dukes have been led by
senior guard Jayvon Thomas, whose
ability to score has been crucial for
York this season. The supporting cast
has given York some bright spots as
well, even if this regular season hasn’t
matched the last few years.

The guard-heavy team lacks size
and Naperville Central, which is
York’s first playoff opponent, has
some size. Junior Harrison Hallstrom
is one of the Redhawks top players and
is 6-foot-7. York has topped some taller
teams this season, including Hinsdale
South, which features 6-foot-11 Barret
Benson, but it does alter the matchup.

The winner of that game likely
takes on No. 2 seed Benet, which beat
York 39-31 Dec. 13, in the regional final
March 6.

IC Catholic girls
back to state finals
for second time

~ By DAN SANTAROMITA
dsantaromita@shawmedia.com

RIVER FOREST - It took more than
30 years for IC Catholic to get to state in
girls basketball for the first time.

The second time will now come just
a year later.

The Knights beat Seton Academy
42-29 in a Class 2A supersectional at

- Concordia University on Monday to

advance to the state semifinals for the
second time in as many seasons. IC
will play Breese Central at 8:15 p.m. to-
day at Redbird Arena in Normal.

“Going down there last year was
such a goal for us and to come back this
year, it's incredible,” forward Anjella
Farmer said. “We just wanted to win
and at the end of the day we showed
who wanted it more.”

Last year in the supersectional the
Knights also knocked off Seton Acad-
exnny, 40-38.

The 8ting (21-7) scored the firsi four
points of the game, but the Enights
quickly responded with a 14-0 run, IC
(20-11) led the rest of the game. The
Knights litnited Seton to 9-for-37 shoot-
ing (24.3 percent).

The Knights returned just two start-
ers, Erin Maloney and Chiara Gaudio,
from last year’s team, which took
fourth in Class 2A. Maloney was re-
cently honored as honorable mention
THSA Academic All-State.

This season, depth and chemistry
have heen keys to the team'’s success.

“We're such a family,” Farmer said.
"We blend together so well. We love
each other and we fight for each other.”
- Coach Aubree Lawrence-Schuett
tried to distance comparisons to last
year's team and last year’s match up
with Seton Academy.

“We're a different group this
year as compared to last year,” Law-
‘rence-Schuett said. “I feel like this
year player-for-player we’ve got a little
more depth. Claire Gibler, our fresh-
man, gives us that.”

Gaudio led IC with 13 points. Gibler
had 11 points and five rebounds and
Farmer added nine points.

IC enters the state semifinals with
11 losses, which is more than any of
the other three teams in the final tour,
However, the Knights’ schedule in the
Metro Suburban West was loaded with
bigger schools, a fact that could make a
difference downstate.

“Our conference schedule was
pretty tough,” Lawrence-Schuett said.
“We played some really good teams,
We only played one 2A school in the
regular season. It’s a super competi-
tive schedule. It was tough along the
way.”
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Twilight racing part of 2015 Elm]

SUBURBAN LIFE MEDIA

ELMHURST - Racing after dark
will be the newest exciting change to
the Superior Ambulance Elmhurst Cy-
cling Classic on July 24.

This year, the Elmhurst Cycling
Classic, which will be around Elm-
hurst College and at Wilder Park and

“Introducing twilight racing
to the Elmhurst Cycling Classic
is going to increase
the excitement factor.”

Tim Radcliff
Race director

is part of the Intelligentsia Cycling .

Series, will feature twilight criterium
racing - high speed racing after work
and after dark.

“Introducing twilight racing to the
Elmhurst Cycling Classic is going to

increase the excitement factor,” race
director Tim Radeliff said. “Not only
will four of the fastest races occur af-
ter 5 p.m., the professional men will

Know more

For mfermation on the Elmhorst
Cycling Classic and the DuPaga Cycling
Foundation, visit www.elmhorst
eyclingelassic.com or www.dupage
cyclingfoundation.org.

actually be racing the course under
the stars. ... Elmhurst is unique in
that it has all the right ingredients for
successfigl twilight racing.”

The event in downtown Elmhurst

hurst Cycling Classic

features spectator parking at York
High School and in downtown parking
garages, easy access to food vendors
and plenty of spectator room at the fin-
ish line near Wilder Mansion.

The Elmhurst Cycling Classic is
the primary fundraiser of the DuPage
Cycling Foundation, a nonprofit crga-
nization that raises funds for commu-
nity nonprofits primarily in greater
DuPage County. Proceeds from the El-
mhurst Cycling Classic are distribut-
ed to area charities. The event has suc-
ceeded in donating more than $21,000
in its first two years.

Elmhurst Chiefs PeeWee Green wins league title

The Elmhiurst Chiefs PeeWee Green team captures the 2014-15 Northwest Hock-

Photo provided

ey League white division with a 9-2-1 record that included four shutout wins.

The squad alse won the title at the 2015

Chicago Presidents Cup Tournament

Team members include: Blake Becker, Aaron Berman, Charles Bianchi, Ryan

by defeating the Soo Sal Dan Bombers from Ontario, Canada, 3-1 in the final. |

‘Brown, Mikey Cook, Will Fallon, Murphy McFarlane, Evan 0’Donneil, Emmett Pas-
chen, Tommy Pedote, Mark Schneider, Andrew Sheehan, Frank Temple, Spencer
Wheatland, Nico Wilkens, and Tyler Zochalski.

~
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IC boys to play for regional title

SUBURBAN LIFE MEDIA

IC Catholic's boys basketball team
advanced to a Class 2A regional final
at Lisle High School by winning two
regional games earlier this week, IC
Catholic beat Westmont 52-34 Monday
with 12 points from Troy Burrows and
11 from Will Lyles.

Burrows scored 21 poinits in Tues:
day’s 54-46 semifinal victory against

Aurora Christian. Austin Reed added -

19 points,

IC will play St. Edward in the re-
gional final. It will be the fourth meet-
ing between the two teams this season
and the Enights lost the previous three.

BOYS BASKETBALL 74
Addison Trail

Hinsdale South beat the Blazers 48
33 in the West Suburban Gold finale
Feb. 20. AT finished 4-8 in the Gold. The
Biazers bounced back with a 45-34 win
against Lane Tech the next day. AT fin-
ished the regular seascn Wednesday at
Glenbard West, losing 60-42.

~ Timothy Christian

gULLS/50y

Spring Break Camp
Mar. 30-Apr.1  Ages:5-14

Pitching Club 3
Mar. 8-29  Ages: 8-10
Spring Break Camp
Ages: 5-14

The Trojans went to Chicago Chris-
tian on Feb. 20 to take on the fellow
conference-leading Knights and left
Palos Heights with a 43-35 win. Robert
McGivney led TC with 16 points and 11
rebounds.

Timothy sealed its share of the Met-
ro Suburban East by beating Ridge-
wood 57-50 Tuesday. TC finished 10-3
in the MSC East, tying atop the league
with Illiana Christian.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
York

Bartlett ended the Dukes’ season
in a regional final Feb. 19. The Hawks
beat York 50-40. Jessica Bianchi scored
16 points in the loss.

WRESTLING
York

Neither Michael Ordonez (138
pounds) nor Tommy Helton (285) won
a match at the Class 3A state tourna-
ment. Ordonez lost his only match and
didn’t get to compete in the wrestle-
backs. Helton went 0-2.

IC Catholic
Freshman Joey Bianchini went 2-2
in the Class TA state tournament at 106
pounds. Bianchini won his first-round
match before being pinned in the quar-
terfinals and won one more match in
the wrestlebacks. ¢
Addison Trail

Anthony Metallo won his first-

round match at 145 pounds in the Class
34A state tournament, but lost his next

two.
GIRLS GYMNASTICS M
Addison Trail

Kennedy O°Neill advanced to Satur-
day’s event finals at the state gymnas-
tice meet. She took 12th on the balance
beam. She also tied for 24th in the all-

arcund and tied for 27th on the uneven
bars in the preliminaries.

BOYS SWIMMING
York

Peter Barabolak placed second at the
York sectional to advance to state in
diving. He is York's only state qualifier,

GIRLS BOWLING
York

The Dukes placed 21st at the state
tournament. Hannah Schwarz was
York’'s top bowler, tying for 39th indi-
vidually. Schwarz posted an average
score of 206.2 at the tournament.



