Giving Tree...

ARDMORE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL'S
Giving Tree project will benafit 23 families
this holiday season. Information about the
project went aut 10 Ardmere families during
parent'teacher conterences. PTA Giving
Tree chalr Lori Toliusis worked with
Ardmore Scheol social workar Andrea
Paris to identify 23 families In need.
According to Toliusis, sach classroom at
the Villa Park school anonymously
adopted a family. Students then pullad
tags from their classrcom’s cardboard
qgiving {ree. Each tag indicated an item that
the family needed. “We have items from
feod 1o clothes to' toys, and we try to
include something for Mom and Dad,” said
Toliusis. “Then our Ardmore families
always add more.” The picture on the right
shows five Ardmare fifth-graders with
Toliusis and some of the Giving Tree gifts.
The students (left to right) are: Owen
Pierce, Audrey Hinrichs, Josy DeMito,
Gillian Enriquez and Evan Barnes.
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Village mourns the loss of former deput_y_ﬁc;li_cé

by Chris Fi

Mark Jotmson, who grew up in Villa Park
and spent more than 30 years as a member of
the Vilia Park Police Department and 15 years
on the District 88 Board of Education, passed
away on Saturday at the uge of 66.

According o a statement released by
District 88, Johnson, who was diagnosed with
bone cancer in the spring, passed away with his
family by his side.

Johnson attended Villa Park"s Washington
Elementary School and Villz Park Junior High
School (now Jackson Middle School). He
graduated from Willowbrook High School in
1966, He then attended Illinois State
University, where he earmed a bachelor's
degree and a master’s degree.

Johnson is survived by his wife Phyllis,
their four daughters—Kristin, Melissa,
Stephanie  and ~ Bethany —and  five

grandehildren. All four of Johnson's danghters -

graduated from Willowbrook High School.
“Mark truly represents all that District 88
stands for —building futures for students and

waorking for the continuous improvement of

student. achievement,” said Dr. Scott Helton,
District 88’ superintendent, in the statsment.
“He wag pari of this district in so many ways.
He graduated from District 8%, His children are

Students honored....

THE ILLINOIS STUDENT ASSISTANCE
COMMISSION (ISAC) recently announced
the: Ilinois State Schotars for 2015-16. The
list included 57 seniors from Willowbrook
High Schoal. The phote on the right shows
several of the honored students. Accerding
1o ISAC, the llinois State Scholar program
recognizes  students  for  outstanding

. academic achievement. State Scholars rank
in the top 10 percent of the state’s high
school seniors at 671 high schools
5: throughout lliinois. Seleciion is based on
I+ studenls’ SAT, ACT or Praiie Siale
= Achievament Exarn (PSAE) scores, as well
as their class ranking at the end of their
junior year. The honored students wil
receive a certificate noting the achievement.
See the following page for the complete list
=« of Willowbrook’s llinois State Schalars.

LU PRy

&3

Wednesday, December 17, 2014

graduates, and he was a board member for 15
years. He was dedicated to guiding this district
in a positive direction in the best intergst of
studenis.”

The statcment issued by District §8 noted
that  Johnson received Willowbrook’s
Distingunished Aluroni Award in 2012. Johnson
joined ihe District 88 Board of Education in
1999, From 2003 to 2011, he served as the
board president.

Johnson joined the Vilia Park Police
Department as an auxiliary officerin 1978. On
his final day as a swom officer—June 30,
2K)9 — Yohnson told the Villa Park Review that
he had planned to pursue a career in music
education.

“I was going 10 be a music teacher,” said
Johnson, who received his master’s degree in
choral music. “The dramatic 90-degree turn to
police work was very stange, but something I
never regretted.”

Tohnson explained that he was working as a
salesman after graduating from coliege when
he became interested in the Villa Park Police
Department’s CB radio club. Members of the
club would assist the department on Friday and
Saturday nights by using their CB radios to call
for police assistance if it was needed,

“Tn order to do this, you had to fill out an

application,” said Johnson of his interest in the
CB radio club. “The officer brought me the
wrong application. He brought me an
application to be a part-time officer. [ thought
that could he interesting. That's how T got
started. 1 got the wrong application and stayed
around 31 years.”

Johnson joined the Villa Park Police
Department as an auxiliary officer in 1978. He
was then an auxiliary ynit coordinator and a
commwnity service officer. He was hired as a
full-time officer in 1983.

Johnson was among the first group of
police officers in Tllinois to serve as a Drug
Abuse Resistance Education (DARE) officer.
The DARE program came to Illinois in 1987,
In his capacity as a DARE officer, JTohnson
spent time in ares schools encouraging children
io avoid drug use and violence.

Fohnson was promoted to the rank of
sergeant in 1996, Two years later, he wis made
4 watch commander. In July of 2004, Johnson
and Robert Budig were both proinoted o the
tank of deputy chief. Johnson's official title up
uniil his final day as a sworn officer was Chief
of Support Services. His responsibilities
included supervision of the department's
records and investigative divisions.

(Continued on the next page)
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MARR JOHNSON |above;, a former
Villa Park deputy police chief, died on
Saturday at the age of 6. Johnson, who
grew up in Villa Park and graduated from
Willowbrook High School in 1966, retired
from the department in' 2009. He had heen
& member of the District 88 Board of
Education since 1999,
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Singing in the mall...

WILLOWBROOK HIGH SCHOCLS CenterStage show choir sang holiday songs
outside of the second floor Carson Pirie Scott at Yorktown Center in Lombard an
Dse. 0. The abeve phote shows somce mombers of the choir during the evening
performance. Willowbrook's music department will present its third and final halicay
concert of the manth tonight in the school auditorium. The concert, which will begin
at 7 p.m., will include performances from the chamber orchestra, symphony
orchestra, treble choir, beginning choir and concert cholr, as weil as the beginning
guitars and guitar ensemble groups.

Photo by Chris Fox

Villa Park police arrest
village resident for
child pornography ...
VILLA PARK POLICE OFFICERS,
working a joint investigaiion with the
Wheaton Police Depariment, served a
search warrant Dec. 12 at a Villa Park
residence in the 400 block of North
Douglas Avenue. Officers localed a
computer reportedly  containing
images of child pornography during a
search of the residence. Christepher
McMahan, 28, (left) was charged with
child pornegraphy and transported to
DuPage County Jail in Wheaton,
where as of press time he was being

> e, O
CHRISTOPHER McMAHAN held in lieu of $100,000 bond.

Willowbrook’s lllinois State Scholars

The Illinois Student Assistance Commission ([SAC) announced this month the
Illinois State Scholars for 2015-16. Selection is based on students’ SAT, ACT or Prairie
State Achievement Exam (PSAFE) scores, as well as their class ranking at the end of their
junior year. The honorees, several of whom are pictured on the previous page, include
the following 57 seniors from Willowbrook High School.

Abdulaziz Ahmed Sarah Dvorak McKenna Mintz
Madison Aiello Nicholas Enfrasio Asra Mubeen
Furkhan Ali Thomas Fitzmaurice ‘Wesam Nijim
Morgan Amaya Molly Frobel Abby Pakeltis
Liam Atkins Micala Giammarino Haley Patel
Alyssa Barrantes-f eonard Damiel Head Elizabeth Pegler
Joshua Beausoleil Michelle Jelinek Michael Rogalski
Brooke Bimber Kristian Johansen Tyler Rusnak
Margaret Brown Gloria Johuson Nicholas Russell
Jessica Budig David Jones Shukan Shah
Mika Cabudel Cassandra Joyce Muhammad Shahzad
Ira Canete Andrew Kanelos Atif Siddiqui
Nicholas Carperos Gideon Karasek Laura Smith
Giselle Caner Thomas King Olivia Smith
Jessica Cookingham Avery Kirchner “Erin Stanis
John Corkery Elizabeth Koivun Erin Sulla
George Dawson Alexander Lapinski Hannzh Trewitt
Lauten Downer Isabelle Martinez Henry Wallace
Joscph Draus Kelly McNamara Kelli Wysoglad

Newspapers announce hours, closures|

and deadiines for holiday issues

The Lomderdian anct Vills Park Review 6%, Lovated 4t 116 5 Mo 31, Lombard, will te
clesed on Dac. 24 a=d 25 tn chacryanee of Cladstnag

The efice wul mopen ot 11 a1 on Frday, Do 26, and wil] close ar 5 pan The Dac 34 ssue
of the nowspapers witk be delivered on Wednesday, Dec 31, as sehedulad Normid deadlines
wisl be ohscrved a1 fha Dec 24 cad Dec 31 s3sues

Al gdrtonal submissiens for the Dec. 24 issue must be 1ocoeved by 5 pow Fruday, Dec 12
The deadlzne tor classified adverismg will remain Mondwy, Dec 22, at noon. Fer the Dec 31
155, cddonal submissions ronst be receved by 3 pm Veiday, D 26 The deaiime tar
chisgiiled adwnrtigmg will remam Menday, Dog 29, at ason.

The Lomburdian «ne 130l Park Review newspaper office will be closed between nowe: and
2pm. en Prday, Dec 19 &2 will close at 2 p m.on Wednesday, Dec. 51, {or Now Year<Eve
Fhe office will remnam close? wail 9 am cm Fueday, Jus: 2,2015

Copy for ks ¢z witehes may be maded to 116 S Main St , Lowmban), IL 60148 tated 10630~

6237027, o o-Eailed 1o lombast ap@sbogiobal et

Villa Park Youth Baseball offers
online registration for 2015

Villa Park Youth Baseball's online
registration for the 2015 season is up and
nmning at the organization’s Web site,
www.vpyb.com. Players are able to register
online for the new season and 1o participate in
upcoming camps. Visit the Web site for
complere details.

In-person registration for the 2015 season
will take place on Jan. 10 and Jan. 17 at the
Towa Community Center, locaied at 338 lowa
Ave. Each repistration session will take place
from 9 a.m. to neen. Candy bar pickups and
uniform fiting will be available at each of the
sessions.

Villa Park Youth Bascball will welcome a
former Major League Basebull player who will
conduct an instructional camp in 2015. There
will be a one-time charge of $25 for the 90-
minute clinic. All pacticipants will receive a 12-
week hitting manual.

Villa Park Youth Baseball is open (o any bay
or girl between the ages of 5 to 18, All baseball
registranis must be at least 5 years old by Sept.
1, 2015, and must not be older than 18 as of
Sept. 1,2015. Girls fast-pitch softball is open to
players ages 8 to 14. All softball regismants must
be 8 as of Jan. 1, 2013, and must not be older *
than 18 years as of Jan. 1, 2015.

The Villa Patk Police Department
cncoBrig?d Tisileeda 1o tko action to
pravent s of haliday packiies from
doorsteps

Aseciding t a seocnt nows seleate sl
by the poliie dapartrey, thefis ofpackoges
From residential dorsteps are boing repuried
W the wikice Thy cxlesie stared that thieves
otien prow] sculitnlscds lockmy for 4
quck way to mike a low-rek et
Packizjes are oftzn delvercd to nnovuapied
home sad et outnde she Front door,
making the et vulrerable 1o theit

Police urge residents to guard
against theft of holiday packages

delvery sigatures apd tacking sumbers. as
well as haviog delivenies schediiled whon
they knew they 'l be home Ree:dents should
alep ask tor tewt or s-mal Alerts of delwvery
TF possible, bave the packages dolivered 1o
work, or to 8 fumdy merther friead or
nagibor who wisl be Lome

“Package theit 18 a qime of oppoemty,”
sad Vilts Park Poliwe Chwef Robert
Pavcichix 1n the rcleave “Let's wosk
fraither to 12due those oppotneetes ”

A always, residents should not hesitate
s ¢all 9-1-1 10 repost any SUSPCICUs persans
OF aGkiVItics

lL Pohee encourage resdants to a4k fa

Mark Johnson...

{Centinued from the previous page)

“Police otticers get a bum rap so often, that
they don’t have any feelings, that they just go
about doing their job,” said Johnson on his last
day on the force in 2009. “That really is so
untrue. If they dide’t have feelings, if they
didn’t care about people, if they dida't want
society to work and run properly, they
wouldn’t be in this job.”

Johnson continued to work for the Villa
Park Police Department after his retirement as
a full-time officer. He contributed 25 a civilian
on & part-time basis,

A longtime member of St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Villa Park, Jobnson also spent
several years as a choral director at Christ
Church in Oak Brook. A self-described
classical music lover, he enjoyed composing

e

MUsic pieces,

In addition to music, Johnson's interests
included cooking and gardening. While he
understood that classical music, cooking and
gardening might not necessarily be the primary
interests of a majority of police officers,
Johnson said that it was essential for all
officers to find and enjoy some hobby or
activity away from the job. .

“If police officers don't have diversicns, the
Jjob really gets to them,” he said. “If they
internalize everything they deal with on a daily
basis, it will take their soul away.”

Visitation will be held from 3-8 pam. on
Friday, Dec. 19, a1 Steuerle Funeral Home Ltd.,
350 S .Ardmore Ave. The funeral service will
begin ar 10 a.m. on Saturday Dec. 26, at St.
Panl Lutheran Church, located at 545 §.
Ardmore Ave., proceeding to Chapel Hill
Gardens West Cemetery in Oakbrook Temace,

A life of service...

Fite phato hy Chiis Fox

MARK JOHNSON (above), who spent more than 30 years with the Villa Park
Police Department, died on Saturday. He was 68 years old. Johnson was diaghosed
with bone cancer earlier this year. The above photo was taken at the Villa Park Palice
Department on Johnson's final day as a sworn officer—June 20, 2009, Johnson

joined the department as an auxiliary officer in 1978, He was promoted to the rank
of deputy chief in 2004 and served in that pasition until his retirement. Johnson grew

up in Villa Park and graduated from Willowbrook High School in 1886. All four of his
children also graduated from Willowbrook. “Mark was a great cop and friend fo all
here,” said Villa. Park Police Chief Robert Pavelchik. “He will be missed.” In addition
to spending more than three decadss with the police department, Johnson served
on the District 88 Board of Education for the last 15 years. He was the president of

the school beard from 2003-201t.
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Senate Bill 16 stopped by |
grassroots opposition

Strong “grassroots” opposition by
suburban residents has defeated a
controversial education funding reform
bill that would have stripped more than
$39 million from local schools,
according 1o State Ser. Chris Nybo (R-
Elmburst),

State lawmakers adjourned the fall
veio session in Springfield earlier this
month withowt acting on Senate Bill 16.

“The outstanding efforts of local
residents and education leaders
stopped Senate Bill 16 in its racks,
which shows just how moch can be
accomplished when we  work
fogether,” Nybo said. “We must keep
an cye on the issue of equality in
education funding reforn, however,
because the components of the now-
defimnet Senate Bill 16 could eusily re-
emerge in another form once the new
General  Assembly convenes in
January.”

The 24th District senator says a
serics of public forums in scveral
suburban communities this fall sent a

clear message K state lawmakers that
suburban residents are not willing to
increase their already high propeny
taxes or comprormise their children’s
educational resources.

Nybo and state Rep. Sandra Pikos
{R-Glen Ellyn) parinered with local
educators to host one of the community
forums Nov. 17 at Wesmont High
Sehool, More than 100 Jocal residents
attended and heard presentations by Dr,
Darlens ). Ruscii, regional
superintendent of schools DmPage
County; Kevin Carey, superintendent
of Community Unit School District
201; Jim VYroman, vice president of
District 200 School Board; and Mimi
Rodman, execudve director of Stand
for Children.

During a House of Representatives
committee hearing about Senate Bill 16
in Noveinber, the online witness glips
of oppcments outumbered propoznents
by six to one. In addition, more than
8,500 people signed onlive pediions
against Senate Bill 16.

Rotarians donate coats

THE ROTARY CLUB OF LOMBARD recently donated a mountain
of warm coats for needy Lombard School District 44 families thanks to
the club’s Warm Coats program. Pictured with the donated coats are
club members {I. to .r) Jean Nolan, Deanna Wilkins and Kethy Volpe.

Residents may qualify for
IHEAP utility assistance

Rep. Conroy, D-Villa Park, is
encouraging residents to determine if
they qualify for the Low Income Home
Enerpy Agssistance
(LIHEAP). Under LIHEAF, utility bill
payments are made on behalf of cerain
low-income households.

“After experiencing last year's
record-breaking cold temperatures, it is
important that we ensure the health and
safety of the most vulnerable families
in our communities, Conroy said. This
state  program  provides [inancial
assistance to hard-working families
who are struggling to make ends teet
this winter and I strongly enccurage
peapie 1o see if they qualify.”

LIHEAP is a state and federally
funded energy assistance program for
low-income farilies in which heating
bill payments are made on behalf of
houscholds. In DuPage County
LIHEAP applications are processed—
umtil funds are exhavsted—on a Grest-
come, first-served basis. Applications
are’ teken by appointment anly at any
of the Township General Assistance
Offices or direcrly a1 the DuPage
County Administration Building.

Program .

Clients must bring all required
documentation when applying for
assistance, including:

* Proof of gross income from all
housshold members for the 30-day
income pericd beginning with the date
of the application.

* A copy of their current heat and
electric bills issued within the last 30
days {if they pay for their energy
directly).

~ A copy of their rental agreement
(f they are reniing) showing that
atilities are incleded, the moenthly
rental amount and landlord contaci
information.

* Proof of Social Security nutmbers
for all househeld members,

¢ Proof that their household
received TANF or other benefils, such
as Medical Eligibility or SNAP, if
Teceiving assistance from the Dlincis
Department of Human Services.

For more igformation about
LIHEAP or for assistance in
applying for the program, contact
Conroy’s  full-time constituent
services office ar 630-415-3520 or
RepDebConroy@ gmail.com,

A single-person | hold can
qualify with a montlly income of up to
$1,459; a two-person household up o
$1,966; a family of three can eam up to
$2,474; and a family of four can eam
up to $2,981. Benefits are paid directly
1o energy vendors on behalf of eligible
households. The exception s
households whose heating costs are
included in their rent.

Need to say
thank you?
CALL SPEAK OUT

63 9-TAl
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Remembering the hungry

MEMBERS OF LOMBARD VFW LILAG POST 5815 and its Ladies Auxiliary presented donations to the
tombard-Vilia Park Food Pantry and the ‘York Township Food Paniry Dec. 12. Picturad presenting a $250
donation to the Lombard-Villa Park Food Pantry's Coordinator Silas Glisson {certer) are post membars {,
fo .) Ron Wisniswski, Bemard Bucholz, Tony Marcney, Gene Ferguson, post Commander George Miller,
Giusappe Voipe, Jim Gilmore, Dennis Jensan, Tom Zilla and Mike Mikalecky.

Impaired Driving Prevention Month

The holidays are considered by
many to be: a magical time of year, full
of tmes with family, food and
celebrations. However, for many
families in Mlinois, the 2014 hokday
season will be the first without a loved
ame who lost their lite on the roads of
Hlincis. December is designated
“Nationul Tmpaired Driving Prevention
Month,” a time 10 riise awareness
sbout the comseguences of driving
under the intluence of alcohol and
drugs.

In 2012, 335 people in Dingis were
killed in alcohol-related crashes, which
was 35 percent of the 956 oral crash
fatlities. In the same year, nearly
40,000 (37,126) DUL amests were
recorded by the Tilincis Sectefary of
State’s office, which is down just
slightly from 2011 (38,704 DUl
arrests).

Another alarming fact is that the
number of high school-age drivers who
have at least once driven after drinking
alcohel or used marijuana or other
iltegal drugys is on the rise. According
to the Illinois Youth Survey, 16.2
porcent of 12th-graders drove after

drinking alcohol in 2010. In 2012, that
number rose to 17.5 percest, The
survey also indicates that in 2010, 26,3
percent of 12th-graders drove after
using rourijuana or other illegal drugs.
That number rose to 21.2 percent in
2002,

In addition, research has shown that
use of a cell phone is just as dangerous
as drinking under the influence of
alcohel and dmgs. According to the
study, A Comparison of the Cell Phone
Driver and the Drunk Driver,
... When driving conditions and time
on lask were controlled for, the
impairments associated with using a
cell phone while driving can be just as
profound as those associated with
driving while dnumk.”

Once again, young drivers are
greatly impacted by distracted driving.
Nationwide, 10 percent of all drivers
under the age of 20 involved in fatal
crashes were reporied as distracted at
the time of the crash. This age proup
has the largest proportien of drivers
who were dismacted.

Families, and schools can become
involved in spreading awareness and

Photos by Steve Spoden

importance of the preventon of
impaired driving in a mamber of ways.

= Have the talk: Driving is a serious
responsibility. Discuss what it means to
be a sate driver with your teen and set
ground rules for when they're behind
the wheel. If your teen is on the road,
they should stay off the phone. ’

= Make a family pledge: Print out
the pledge forin and have every
member of your family commit to
distraction-free driving. Set a positive
example for your kids by putting yonr
cell phome in the glove compartment
every time you drive.

¢ Celebrate the holidays with a
substance-free pany in December or
arrange for transportation for gucsts
who car; legally drink.

« Restrict aight driving, According
1o the Governors Highway Safety
Administration (GHSA), close to two-
thirds of faral crashes that ooccur al
night with 16-year-old drivers behind
the wheel arc speed related.

Prevention First is Ilinois’ only
nonprofit Tesource center specializing
in preventing alcohol and other dmyr
use among youth and pregnant women.

North Poje - Santa Claus - P.(2. Box 56099 — North Pole, AK~ 99705

West Suburban Wellness is collecting toys for the Lombard-Vifla Park Food Pantry
Christmas Tay Drive. Lastyear over 450 needy children were able to experience the j oy of
Christmas due to the food pantry’s assistance.

December 8 — December 2214, 2014

You can receive a FREE New Patient Exam & FREE Treatment in
exchange for One New Toy.

r Incl 1val

+ Consultation & Exam: (A $120 ValueT)

* X-Rays (if necessary): (A $120 Valuel)

* Report of Findings Consultation: (A $50 Valuet)
* 1 Treatment (if necessary): (A $51 Value!

{ Offer Expires: Monday, December ZZnﬂ

Call {630) 629-9500 Teday!

West Suburban Wellness - 1127 § Main St - Lombard, Il - www.westsuburbanweliness.cam

West Subirban
WELLNESS

Narural Care. Heolthy Famifies.
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Warrlors comeback bid vs. Hornets faIIs short

The Willowbrook boys basketball
team bad a chance to pull out a
victory in Friday's West Suburban
Gold Conference home game against
Hinsdale South. The Warriors, who
irailed the visiting Homets throughout
the second halt, could not hit enouph
big shots or grab enough key
rebounds to grab a lead.

Hinsdale South clung to a slim
lead down the sirerch and defeated
Willowbrook 57-50 in Vills Patk. The
Warriors fell to 4-3 averall and 1-2 in
the . conference. The Homets

‘improved 1o 3-4 overall and 1-1 in
conference play.

Sephomore Alonzo Verge pourcd
in 31 points for Willowbreok. Verge
connected on 10 of 25 field-goal
attemprs, including two of eight shots
{rom 3-point range. He made nine of

10 free throws. Senior Micah
Williams and junior Kevin Miller
both scored five points. Senior Chris
Roycroft added four points.

“We had every opportunity to win
tonight’s game,” said Willowbrook
head coach Chris Perkins after the
loss to the Homets, which marked the
ieam’s second straight conference
loss. The Warriors opened the
conference season with a home win
over Addison Frail en Dec. 5, One
night Jater, they lost a conference
game at Morton. “We had open looks,
We didn’t knock them dewn. Thar's
part of basketball. It’s a make or miss
game. Their |Hinsdale South’s)
rebounding really hurt us. They got a
lot of second-chance points.

Hinsdale South pulled down 41
rebounds,  while  Wiliowbrook

managed 25 rebounds.

Verge scored 14 first-half points
for the Warriors, who trailed Hinadale
South 30-26 at halftime. Verge's
driving layup cut the Homets’ lead 1o
37-36 with three minutes left in the
third quarter. Hinsdale South scored
the last seven points of the period to
build a 44-36 lead with eight minules
left in the game.

Williams, who contributed all five
of his points at the beginning of the
fourth quarter, sapk a 3-point shot o
cut the Hornets® lead to 46-39 with
less than seven minutes 10 play. He
added another basket about 30
seconds later to tim the lead to 46-41.
Verge™s basket off 1 turnaver reduced
the lead 1o 46-43. A steal and basket
by Miller made the score 48-45 with
less than five minutes 1o play.

The Warriors missed three 3-point
shots that would have tied the game
during the next few minutes. The
Homnets delivered a big blow to
Willowbrook's hopes by making the
first of owo free throws with 55
seconds to play. Hinsdale South
missed the second free throw but
grabbed the rebound, forcing
Willowbrook 10 commit a fou?. The
Hornets then sank both attempts 10
take a 33-47 lead with 49 seconds
remaining. Verge drained a 3-point
shot ar the 40-second mark to slice the
lead to 53-50, but the Hornets closed
the game out with four free throws
and 2 steal in the closing seconds.

Willowbrook will play Hs last
conference game of the month this

Offensrve threat... Photos by Ghris Fox

SOPHOMCRE ALONZO VERGE {above) of the Wiliowbrook boys
basketbail team brings the ball down the court during the second half of
Friday's game against Hinsdate South. Verge led all scorers with 31

.points in the West Subwban Gold Conference battle. The visiting

Hornets defeated Willowbrook 57-50 in Villa Park. The spectators
included University of lllirois head coach John Groce, whao atiended the
game to watch Verge and Hinsdale South junior center Barret Benson
({Mo. 53, background), who had 14 points and 18 rebounds.

week againsi Downers Grove South.
The Warriors will kick off Glenbard
‘West’s holiday event in Glen Ellyn
with Monday night's pame apainst the
tournament host,
Glenbard East

The Rams struggled last week,
losing a pair of Upstate Eight Valley
games by wide margins. West Aurora
beat Glenbard East 72-38 on

to think the Rams covld at least
compete with West Aurorz, but the
visiting Blackhawks outscored the
Rams 28-7 in the second quarter to
take a 40-14 halftime lead. The lead
grew 1o 62-21 by the end of the third
period.

Junior Zach Walsh scored 14
points for the Rams, who played the
game without junior Patrick Peterkin,
who missed the {irst of six games due

1o suspension.

‘Walsh provided a team-leading 12
points in Saturday’s game at Neugua
Valley, Junior Terrance Lakes added
10 points for the Rams, who were
outscored 20-7 during the fourth
quarier.

The Rams’ conference season
continues with Thursday’s yame at
East Aurora und Friday’'s home
contest against Waubonsie Valley.

Leadmg scorer...

GLENBARD EAST JUNIOR Zach Walsh {above) drives to the basket
during Thursday's Upstate Eight Valiey Conference hoys basketball
game against West Aurora. Walsh scored 14 points for the Rams, who
suffered a 72-38 loss. Walsh scored a team-leading 12 points in
Saturday's 68-45 conference loss at Neugua Valley. “We've got to figure
out a way to be consistent,” said Glenbard East coach Scoit Miller after

Thursday in Lombard. Two nights
Iater, the Rams dropped a 68-43
decigion at Neuqua Valley. The two
losses left Glenbard East with an
overall recond of 4-4 and a conference
nrark of 2-2.

The Rams beat Bartleit on Dec. 6.

=

Thursday's game. “We've just gat to compete and take care of the
basketball, We had too many turnovers and we didn't play hari enough.”

One night earlier, Bartlett beat West
Aurora. Those results wonld lead one

Not your average crowd.

THE WILLOWBROOK HIGH SCHOOL student section featured some interesting outfits at Friday night's
boys basketball game against Hinsdale South. The above phato shows some membars of the student section
cheefing on the Warriors during the second half of the gama, The students’ loud and colerful support wasn't
quite enough to help Wiliowbrook {o a victery in Villa Park. The Hornets defeated the Warriors 67-50.

A conference win...

=, ba

Fie Pl

JUNIOR ASHLEY BAOWN (above) helped the Glenbard East
girls baskstball team to its first Upstate Eight Valley Conference
victory of the season on Friday in Lombard. Brown scored 11 points
in the Aams’ 40-24 win over West Aurora. Glenbard East improved
to 4-4 overall and 1-2 in the conference. Brown scored six points
during the first quarter with two fiald goals, including a 3-point shot,
and one free throw. She made five of six free-throw attempts in the
fourth guarter. Senior Allison Hansen addad eight points for the
Rams, while junior Brittany Paganucci provided seven points and a
strong defensive effort against West Aurora’s top outside shooter.
Junier Amanda Chlebek added six points for the Rams, wriose
season continues with Saturday's cenference game at East Aurora,
The Chicago Sky of the WNBA named Glenbard East its “High
School Team of the Week” winner for its 2015 competition. All Jinais
high school girls basketball teams are sligible to win the Sky's weekly
honor. Nominatiens from parents, coaches, school faculty members
and players are welcome. The Sky will prasent 12 winnars during the
2(314-15 season. Those 12 tsams wil} be eligible for the Sky's *High
School Team of the Year™ award, which will be determined through
online voting and announced at halftime of a Sky gama in 2015. Visit
the Sky's Web site at www,wnba.comvsky for more information,
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Addison Trail boys basketball team off to nice start

Blazers go 4-1
through first five

games

- By Mike Miazga
_ Correspondent ]

The Add]son Trail boys basketball
team’s hot start to the season continued
at its own Addison Trail Invitational
recently.

The Blazers opened play in the pre-
holiday tournarent by scoring a 56-46
win over Stagg.

“We got off to a slow start and got
down 9-0,” said Addison Trail coach
Brendan Lyons. “We started to come
back and tied the game at 17-17. We
played much better the next three quar-
ters on the defensive end of the floor.
We gave up 29 points after the first
quarter. [t was a nice wakeup call for

Addison Trail girls basketball

us.

Strong shooting helped Addison Trail

pull out the win.
- “We shot it well in the second half,”
said Lyons. “We had eight 3s overall.
Stagg is a tough team to play. They mix
defenses all the time. We came out and
were more aggressive in the second half
and picked up the tempo of the game.”

Taylor White led the Blazers with 14
points. Matt Gontarek had 12 points on
four 3—p01nters Ryan Zygowwz added
11 points off the bench.

*“We had some good halance with our
scoring,” said Lyons. “It was nice to see
Ryan play well. He’s a guy we expect
0 help us this year and he contributed
for-us. I thought as the game went on
we were very inselfish and moved the
ball welk and found open guys for shots
and they knocked them down. We did
enough to build the lead and hoid on. It

was a good win.”

Earlier, the Blazers dropped a 56-51
West, Suburban Conference Gold Divi-
sion game to District 88 neighbor Wil-
lowbrook.

“From an energy and effort standpeint
we were great,” said Lyons. “We com-
peted for four quarters. But we shot 31
percent from the floor, We led by a point
at halftime and were up by three at the
end of the third and with four minutes to
g0. We couldn’t separate ourselves from
them. It was a hard-fought game to the
end. We saw some things that we need
to correct, but I was proud of the effort.
If we come with that effort every game
we aré going to put owrselves in a posi-
tion to win more times than not.”

White had 16 points to lead the Blaz-
ers. “Taylor has been playing very well
for us,” said Lyons. “He’s averaging
around 17.5 points a game and he’s

scormg a vatiety of ways whether
i’s shooting the three or making free
throws or scoring in transition. He's not
one-dimensional in how he scores. He’s
very important for us,”

Lyons said the Willowbrook game
will be a preview of what else is to
come in the conference. A

“We know the conference is going to
be competitive,” he said. “Willowbrook
has a solid team.”

The Blazers played two more games
in their towrnament ealier this week.
Addison Trail also will head to Centra-
lia for a Christmas tournament.

“We have five games over the next
week-and-a-half,” said Lyons earlier
last week. “If we play with that same
high energy and correct some of our
mistakes, I feel we have a chance to be
in every one of those games.”

/4

team improving on offensive end

Baumgartner
providing spark
for Blazers
By Mike Miazga
Correspondent
The Addison Trail girls bas-
ketball team is giving oppo-

nents a run for their money.
“We're hanging with teams
-and competing, but we haven't
been able to finish,” said Addi-
son Trail coach Rob Schader.
“We lost some games we could
have won. We lost by three to
Fenton and lost by nine to Ilki-
ana Christian. We lost to Hins-
dale South by 10 oz 12 and lost
to Leyden by 10. We're scoring
more points but we’re giving
up points, plus rebounding and
furnovers have hurt us.”
Addison Trail was 1-8 overall
through its first nine games.
“The girls are fighting hard,”
said Schader. “We’ve been real-

ly good defensively at times,

but then we’ll give up second
chances. We've struggled a lit-
tle with rebounding and we’re
turning the ball over too much.
We had 24 turnovers against
Iltiana Christian.”

Schader said the team cer-
tainly isn’t lacking in the effort
department.

“The girls are getting after
it and dive on the floor for
balls, but we’ll have one or two
breakdowns and that’s hurt us,”
said Schader,

Schader said the team also is
encountering a talent-rich West
Suburban Conference Gold
Division. “Maost of the confer-
ence is pretty well-matched
with Proviso East and Mor-
ton,” said Schader. “We got it
down fo six in the third and
fourth quarter against Morton.
They had a couple good scor-
ers. We got it down to five
points against Iliana Christian
and then we had a couple 3s go
in and out and we end up [osing
by eight or nine. We also had
a tough time with free throws
against [lliana.”

A major bright spot for the

Blazers has been the play of
Rachel Baumgartner. “Rachel
is playing great,” said Schader.
“She’s scoring 10 to 12 points
a game ‘and is such a hard-
working kid.”

Schader also cited strong
play from Stephanie Messina
and junior Maria Koulogeorgas

“Steph Messina has been
playing well and Maria- has
been doing a very nice job scor-
ing,” said Schader. “She had

“one game of 18 and another of

i6.”

Addison Trail played Down-
ers Grove South on Tuesday
and will face Leyden Friday in
another WSC Gold game.

“The gitls are trying hard and
keeping their spirits up,” said
Schader. “These kids fight to
the end.”

Fenton girls basketball team
faces strong conference competition

Fritz starring for Bison

in recent contests
By Mike Miazga
Correspondent

Fenton girls basketball coach Tim Andersen
had an inkling a recent three-game siretch in
the schednle would present some major chal-
lenges.

He was correct. The Bison dropped three
Metro Suburban Conference West Division
games to Elgin St. Edward, Glenbard South
and Riverside-Brookfield.

“It was a rough stretch for ns,” sald Ander-
son. “We played some very good teams. St
Edward was ranked 10th in the state in Class
3A and had a 7-O record. Those three games
will be the toughest three-game stretch we will
see all season. R-B was B8-0. It was an experi-
ence. We knew going in two of those three

would be really tough and St. Edward was

right up there with those two. They have a very
good team. It was a learning curve that is going
to help us figure some things out.”

Fenton lost 54-35 to St. Edward. “It was
not a 20-point game,” said Anderson. “We
were down by seven in the fourth quarter. We

gave them everything we had. They made a

push midway through the fourth. They hit
two 3-pointers and that was the dagger. I was
happy with how our girls played. We competed
very well and performed fairly well. The com-
pete part always comes first.”

The Bisen alse dropped a 44-32 game to
Glenbard South. “Again, I thought we played a
good game and were competitive,” said Ander-
son. “This was another case where there was a
height differential. St. Edward had a 6-3 girl
who had 19 points; but only had cne offensive

play all three teams again. It’s about us moving

rebound. We did a good job keeping her off the
boards. Glenbard South has a 6-4 girl and we
did a nice job keeping her off the boards. Glen-
bard South was a little bigger and quicker.” -

The three-game stretch came to a close with
a 82-34 loss to Riverside-Brookfield.

“R-B shot us out of the gym,” said Anderson.
“They have a 6-7 girl, but they hit 13 threes
and shot 53 percent. There is nothing you can
do. It was a shooting barrage. There only are
a finite number of things you are able to do
when a team shoots like that against you. And
it wasn’t like these were wide-open looks. R-B
deserves a lot of credit. They have a really
good team. They have everything. They have
three gnards. It’s not a matter of stopping one
of them, it’s three of them. We didn’t have an
answer.”

Anderson lauded the recent play of Dana
Fritz, “Dana isn’t intimidated by anything or
anyone,” he said. “She’s been one of our big
leaders because of how hard she plays.”

Fenton was 2-5 after the three games. “We
played really good teams that sent a pretty
strong message of what we need to improve
on to move forward,” said Anderson. “We'll

forward at this point in the season. We know -
what we do well and what we need to work at.
Sometimes we go into shooting droughts. We
showed in our games against Addison Trail
and Eane Tech that we can shoot well. The
potentjal is there to put the basketball in.the
basket. It’s a huge priority for us right now.”

Fenton played Ridgewood on Tuesday and
will head to St. Viator for a Christmas tourna-
ment.
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Willowbrock girls bowling team faring well

Fenton wrestlers
continue strong
start

By Mike Miazga
Correspondernt

Willowbrook girls bowling
coach Bill Eufarsio likes what
he is seeing from his team thus
far.

“The season has started with
a great deal of optimism and
enthusiasm,” he suid.

The varsity team features
first-year senior bowler Lau-
ren Mast, juniors Kelly Con-
ley, Maddie Weinheld, Haley
Doyle and Julia Bergh, along
with sophomore Jordan Tiberi
and freshman Dana Sasenick.

“They all have displayed
moment of great individual
success,” said Eufrasio.

The coach noted Tiberi and
Sasenick have been the team’s

most consistent bowlers. “Jor-
dan and Dana have registered
some excellent scored,” said
Bufrasio. “We still are search-
ing for consistency as a team.
The girls continue to work hard
at. practice to improve their
skills.”

Eufrasio noted the program

-also shows promise at the

junior-varsity level, “The JV
team keeps showing continual
improvement,” he said. ’

First-year senior bowlers
Mia Railing and KJ Wangler
along with first-year sopho-
morg bowler Olivia Pennebak-
er have been key IV contribu-
tors. “Mia, KJ and Olivia are
very athletic and their skills
are improving rapidly,” said
Eufrasio,

Willowbrook's program cur-
rently features 27 bowlers. “All
members of the team are pro-
vided with the opportunity to

earn competition. time,” said
Bufrasio, “Assistant Coach
Kevin Allen and I feel our
proudest moment so far this
season was having 22 bowl-
ers-compete in a match against
York. This is an indication of

‘our growth as a program and of

a very positive future,”

Willowbrook competes in the
Lisle tournament Saturday.
Fenton wrestling

The Fenton wrestling team
was off to a 5-1 start in dual
matches, Fenton had wins over
Hoffman Bstates, Palatine,
Maine West, Kelvyn Park and
Chicago Mather.

“We have had quite a suc-
cesstul start to the season,” said
Fenton coach Brian Hastings.

At the Fenton Weiss tourna-
ment, the Bison placed second
out 10 teams. Milton (Wis.)
won the tournament.

Senjor Corey Muniz (106

pounds), Oscar Ledezma (145)
and Joe Oweina (152) won

_individual titles.

Second-place finishers
included senior Antoine Bess
(126) and juniors MannyMo-
rales (113) and Nathaniel Mill-
er (120). -

Taking third were seniors
Grayson Kaspar (152), Juan
Alfaro (182) and Rodrigo Cas-
tapaneda (220), along with
sephomore Angel Nava (132)
and freshman DylanButts
(160). Sophomore Ivan Rodri-
gnez (182) placed fifth.

Through late last week,
Ledezma and Muniz each were
7-0. Oweina and Morales. were
7-1. Kaspar was 6-1. Alfaro
and Nava were 8-2 and Bess
had a 7-2 record.
Willowbrook girls basketball

The Willowbrook girls bas-
ketball team dropped a recent
43-31 ‘West Suburban Confer-

ence Gold Division game to
Downers Grove South.

Downers Greve South led
10-2 aiter the first quarter and
17-11 at halftime. The Trojans
outscored Willowbrook 11-7 in

-the third guarter and 15-13 in
the fourth-quarter.

Josie Zabran led the Wamors
with 11 points. Sam Schmidt
added six peints.

In earlier action, the War-
riors scored a 58-24 win aver
Leyden in WSC Gold play.
Willowbrook led 14-2 after the
first quarter and 23-18 at half-
time. The Warriors scored 1t
points in the third quarter and
held a 24-2 edge in the fourth
quarter. Zabran had 19 points
on 8-for-8 shooting. Michala
Giammarrino had 10 points
{two 3-pointers). Alyssa Ress-
inger and Schmidt each had 10
points. '

Willowbrook boys basketball team making strides

Miller’s strong
outside shooting
benefitting

Warriors
By Mike Miazga
Correspondent

Willowbreok boys basketball
coach Chris Perkins has seen
positives from his sguad thus
far.

Through the first six games
of the year, the Warriors were
4-2 overall and 1-1 in West
Suburban Conference Gold
Division play. Willowbrook
defeated District 88 neighbor
Addison Trail and lost to Mor-
ton in its first two conference
games.

“We're doing alright so far,”

said Perkins. “We are forcing a
lot of tarnovers and converting
those into easy baskets for us.
We’re mixing up the full-court
pressure with half-court traps
and trying fo speed. teams up.
It’s been a group etfort defen-
sively.”

The Warriors have received a
number of key contributions on.
the offensive end. Sophomore
Alonzo Verge Jr. was leading
the team in scoring through the
first six games. Junior Kevin
Miller and seniors Jake Bruns,
Kyle Rushing and Chris Ray-
croft also have helped. |

“Alenzo has been our lead-
g scoler every game so far
and is averaging over 20 points
for us,” said Perkins. “He gets

to the basket and puts pressure

The Cabs are one gume aay.
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on the defense when he does
that.”

‘Perkins noted Miller has been
a big help from the perimeter.
He had five 3-pointers in each
game against Addison Trail and
Morton.

“Kevin has been shooting the
ball really well for us,” said
Perkins.

Perkins likes the progress

he's seen offensively thus
far. “We’re frying to get. bet-
ter offensively with our read
option oftense,” he said. “Guys
are gelting more comfortable
making the proper reads. We're
switching - some defenses on
the fly and getting stops. It's
a different style of play than
last year. The key is the kids
are getting more confidencé in

what we are trying to do. We're
playing OK right now and I
think we can play a lot bet-
ter. I'm waiting for us to put
together a complete game.”
Willowbrook  played at
home Tuesday against Down-
ers Grove South in ancother
WSC Gold game. The Warriors
will head to Glenbard West at
Christmas for tournament play.

recreational opportunities.
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Winter camp E

coming over holiday break

VILLA PARK — The Parks
and Recreation Department is
offering Winter Camp for kids
age 5-12 to offer fun activities
to do while on holiday break
from school. '

Winter Camp will be held
Dec. 22, 23, 26, 29, 30, 31 and
Jan. 2 at the Iowa Community
Center, 338 N. Iowa.- Camp is
available 9-am. — 4 p.m. daily
with a $28 fee; if your camper
needs to extend their camp day
Sunrise and Sunset Carmps are
available for additional fees.
Campers will enjoy theme days
with many games and activities
to keep them busy.

Please send a nonperishable
lunch each day. Snacks and
drinks will be provided. Sign |
up for the full week or camp or J
just the days you like.

Get personalized
letters from Santa

The Villa Partk Recreation
Department is offering a Letters .
from Santa program. Imagine
the joy and surprise when your
child receives a personalized
letter from Santa. Just com-
“plete ‘a form available at the
recreation buildings or online at
vprd.org. The fee is $3 per letter
residents; $4 non-residents.
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Willowbrook students designated as Illlinois State Scholars for 2015-16

On Dec. 2, the lllinois Student Assistance Commission {ISAC) announced the Illinois State Scholars for 2015-16, and 90
District 88 students earned that honor. The following students from Willowbrook Hi
betically; not as pictured): Abdulaziz Ahmed, Madison Aiello, Furkhan Ali,- Morgan
Joshua Beausoleil, Brooke Bimber, Margaret Brown, Jessica Budig,
Carter, Jessica Cookingham, John Corkery, George Dawson, Lauren Downer, Joseph Draus, Sarah Dvorak,Nicholas Eufrasio,
Thomas Fitzmaurice, Molly Frobel, Micala Giammarino, Daniel Head, Michelle Jelinek, Kristian Johansen, Gloria Johnson,
David Jones, Cassandra Joycem, Asra Mubeen, Andrew Kanelos, Gideon Karasek, Thomas King, Avery Kirchner, Elizabeth
Koivun, Alexander Lapinski, lsabelle Martinez, Kelly Mcnamara, Mckenna Mintz, Asra Mubeen, Wasam Nijim, Abby Pakeltis,
Haley Patel, Elizabeth Pegler, Michael Rogalski, Tyler Rusnak, Nicholas Russell, Shukan Shah, Muhammad Shahzad, Atif
Siddiqui, Laura Smith, Olivia Smith, Erin Stanis, Erin Sulla, Hannah Trewitt, Henry Wallace and Kelli Wysoglad. -

gh School were selected (listed alpha-
Amaya, Liam Atkins, Alyssa Barrantes,
Mika Cabudol, Ira Canete, Nicholas Carperos, Giselle

VILLA PARK CoMMUNITY CALENDAR

Thursday, Dec. 18
VYPRD Holiday Pajama Party

From 6:30-7:30 p.m., kids ages 3-5
are invited to the Iowa Center for a
Holiday Pajama Party to read a book,

enjoy hot chocolate and make a hol- -

iday craft. Fee: $10. Pre-registration
required. Info: 630-834-8970 or visit
vprd.org.

Monday, Dec. 22
VPRD - Cockie Decorating,
. Ornament Making Party
From 10-11:30 am., kids ages 3-12

. are invited to the Towa Center to deco-’

rate cookies for Santa and make orna-
ments to take home. Fee: $12, Pre-reg-
istration required, Info: 630-834-8970
or visit vprd.org

Monday, Dec. 29
Enchanted Castle lock-in

Join other teens from .neighboring
communities for this night of fun. The
lock-in will be held from 8 p.m.-mid-
night at Enchanted Castle in Lombard
for kids ages 10-17. Each participant
gets’ 60 game tokens: Pre-registration
is required with the Villa Park Recre-
ation Department. Info: 630-834-8970
or vprd.org

Wednesday, Dec, 31 )

New Year’s Eve afternoon celebration

Area adults and seniers are invited to
join in fun at this year’s New Year’s Eve
Afternoon Celebration hosted by Parks
and Recreation at the Popular Franc-
esca- Amici’s Restaurant, 174 N, York
Road, Elmhurst, The festivities will

begin at 11:30.a.m, with a countdown
to noon. Fee: $42 for residents/$45 non-
residents and must be paid as soon as
possible. Seating is limited. To register;
call 630-834-8525.
Ongoing events...
= Letters from Santa

The Villa Park Parks and Recreation
Department is offering a Letters from
Santa program. Just complete a form
available at the recreation buildings and
online at vprd.org Fee: $3 per letter resi-
dents; $4 non-residents.
* Winter Camp

Parks and Recreation is offering Win-
ter Camp for kids age 3-12 to give them
fun activities te do while on their. holi-
day break from school. Winter Camp
will be held Dec. 22, 23, 26, 29, 30,
31 and Jan. 2 at the Iowa Community
Center, 338 N. Iowa. Camp is available
9 am.-4 p.m. daily with a $28 fee._ Info:
call 630-834-8525 or visit vprd.org
* Winter Break Chess Camp

_ This camp is great for kids ages 6-14

who want to learn the game of chess or
need to brush up on their skills. The
beginning Chess Camp will be held
from ¢ a.m.-noon Dec. 29-Jan 2. Chess
Camp for experienced players will be
held from 9 am.-3 p.m. Dec. 29-Jan. 2.
Call 630-834-8970 for more informa-
tien.
+ Library offering technology training

Need to update your skills on vari-
ous computer programs- or develop
your technical skills and learn new ones
online? The Viila Park Public Library’s
new resource, Atomic Training, will
give you the information you need to

increase your proficiency or.to - learn
new skills. Atomic Training provides
libraries across the countty with a com-
prehensive online database of how-to
training tutorials. Info: go online to the
library’s website, vppl.info, or call 630-

'834-1164, Ext. 3.

« Widows or Widowers

(W.0.W.) meet each month -

Widows or Widowers (W.O.W.) of
the Western Suburbs meets on the third
Thursday of each month and offers a
variety of social activities. The meet-
ings are held at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall, 537 S. York Road, Elmhurst,
starting at 6:30 p.m. Admission: $5.
Info: (630) 620-4060 or wow.cfsites,
org.
* Electronic items disposal

From 9 am. to noon on the third
Saturday of every- month, the village
of Villa Park has coordinated with Roy
Strom, the village’s waste- hauler, to
offer E-Waste “the right way”— a con-
venient, cost free drop-off €lectronic
disposal solution. The drop-off site has
been relocated to the Village Hall park-
ing lot, located at 20 S. Ardmore Ave.
Info: call (630) 592-6052. .
*+ Indoor Walking Group
" Now that the weather has turned cold-
er, stop by the lowa Community.Center
gymnasium for your daily walk. Indoor
walking is available 7-9 am, Monday-
Friday. No need to-pre-register for this
free drop-in program.
* Villa Park Men’s -

Garden Club meetings

On the fourth Tuesday of every
month, the Men’s Garden Club of Villa

Park has monthly meetings at 7:30 p.m.
at the Villa Park Recreation Center, 320
E. Wildwood.
* Your Place for Seniors

Area sepiors are invited to “Your
Place” at the Community Rec Building,
320 E. Wildwood, to play Pinochle,
bridge, canasta, a board game or what
ever game is being played. Hours are:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Fri-
day from 10:30 am-2:30 p.m.; and,
Tuesdays from 1-2:30 p.m. (NOTE:
*Your Place” does not meet on the sec-

-ond Thursday of the month.) Info: (630)

834-8525.
* VPRD’s Reader’s Theater Group
Would you like to perform without
having to memorize scripts or lyrics?
Join the Readers” Theatre Group each
Monday from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the
Community Rec Building, 320 E. wild-
wood. Free; no registration needed.
Info: Jenny Casale at (630} 834-8525.

'+ Sentor Concerns Commission

The Senior Concerns Commission
meets the first Monday of each month
at 6 p.m. at Village Hall, 20 S. Ardmore
Ave. The meeting is open to the public.
Seniors and those interested in issues
related to seniors are invited, For infor-
mation contact the Village Manager’s
office at 630-392-6052,

* VFW Bingo

The Villa Park VEFW hosts Bingo
every Tuesday from 5:30-10 p.m.

Clubs and organizations are welcome
to send entries for this column to.: Quest-
Publishing@aol.com. Please include a
phone number or e-mail address 1o con-
tact for information.
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Sal’s Beverage
World building
cleser to completicon

Village Board
approves liquor
license for new

store

By Paul DelGuidice
For The Villa Park Independent

VILLA PARK — Folks driv-

ing by 298 W. Roosevelt Road
in Villa Park the last few months
surely will have noticed a new
building under construction.
The location, where the Bak-
ers Square Restaurant stood
vacant for nearly six years, will
soon be a Sal’s Beverage World
retail Hquor store.

“It’s going up and it looks

fantastic,” said Village Man-.

ager Richard Keehner. )
The Villa Pack Board of
Trustees, at its Formal Meeting

held in Village Hall on Mon-

day, December &, approved a
liquor license for the new store.
The Class B-Packaged Ligquor
license, allows Sal's to sell
alcoholic liquor in its original
packaging. No consumption of
liquor on the premises will be
permitted.

“Thank you for the time
yow’ve spent on this project,”
said Village President Deborah
Bullwinkel. “It looks like it is
going to be a lot bigger build-
ing than we thought. . .(it) looks
great.”

The new building will be
11,700 square feet with stor-
age in the basement. The old
restaurant building was demol-
ished in September and plans
called for comstruction of the

- of Sal's

new storg (0. be completed by
Christmas.

“We’re about a month away.
We hoped to open by Christ-
mas, but that isn’t going to hap-
pen,” said Sal Liotta, owner
Beverage World,
in his address 1o the Village
Board before Monday’s license
approval vote, “We plan on
having a big party before the
Super Bowli™ :

Sal’s Beverage World has
another location on St. Charles
Rd. in Elmhurst, just east of
Villa Ave. According to Liotta,
the -two stores. will serve dif-
ferent custormers and he has
no plans to close the Elmhurst
location. Liofta’s main focus
has been the completion of the
new store in Villa Park, how-
CVET.

“The sign should be up in the
next couple of weeks,” he said.
“It will be the same sign that
we have in Elmhurst.”

The project is estimated to
cost $2 million, According to
Liotta, it could generate more
than the $5 million in revenue
produced at the Elmhurst store.
Additionally, ten new jobs will
be created at the Roosevelt
Road location. According to
Village Manager Rich Keehner,
the store will generate “signifi-
cant positive sales tax revenue”
for Villa Park. ’

“I've been trying to build this
building on Roosevelt Road for
the last four or five months, but
the weather hasn’t been coop-
erating,” said Liotta, “U'm try-
ing to hurry up and get it done,
¥ want to get out of the mud.”

all photos provided

On -Dec. 9, a new face took over as Principal of Willowbrook,
as State Sen. Tom Cullerton (D, District 23) served as Princi-
pal for a Day through the lllinois Principals Association (IPA).
Pictured are (from left) District 88 Superintendent Dr. Scott
Helton, Cullerton and Willowbrook Principal Dan Krause. °
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Left to right: Villa Park Lions President Tom Cantlin, Villa Park Lions 'Rich Hamlin and York

Township Supervisor John W, Valle.

Villa Park Lions donates toys,
beoks to York Township families

VILLA PARK — Earlier this month, the Villa
Park Lions Club Christmas Party was held at La
Tosca Ristorante.

The party’s-theme again this year was “Litera-

- ¢y For The Young”. Guests were asked to bring

a book along with a toy for donation fo the York
Township Food Pantry which will distribute the

gifts to families with children in York Township.

York Township Supervisor John W. Valle said,
*“The Lions are known for their big hearts, Their
generous donations will put smiles on the faces
of a lot of children this holiday season. York
Township is grateful for the ongoing support of
the Villa Park Lions Club.”

Senator Cullerton serves as Principal for a Dajf

VILLA PARK — On Dec. 9, a.new face took

over as Principal of Willowbrook, as State Sen. .

Tom Cullerton (D, District 23} served as Prin-
cipal for a Day through the Iilinois Principals
Association {(IPA).

The Principal for a Day program provides an
opportunity for principals and other administra-
tors to build and refine relationships with their
state and federal legislators: Partjcipation in the
program ‘invelves state and federal legislators
visiting schools in their legislative district, inter-

acting ‘with staff and students and performing

selected administrative tagks,

During his visit, Cullerton enjoyed a tour of
Willowbrook, stopped by several classrooms to
speak with students and staff and led the school
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

“The Principal for a Day program is a great’
-~way for us to share with legislators what’s going
on at Willowbrook, in District 88 and in educa-
tion throughout the 11.8.” said Willowbrook
Principal Dan Krause. “We always enjoy open-
ing-our doors to showcase our students, staff and
programs to Cullerton and other legistators.”

Above left: Cullerton {left) speaks with Willowbrook Academic Resource Center science

tutor Daniel Fernandez (center) and Krause. Above right: Cullerton {right} tours Willowbrook
and speaks with students and staff in the scficol’'s College and Career Center. Also pictured

is Krause,
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Hicholas Sanchez, 6, and his
sister, Gianna, 3, of Addison
try to decide what they want
for Christmas during Breakfast
with Santa.

Lorag Mundt - For Shaw Media

.
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lakayla Burton, 7, of Addison tells Santa what she ;Mantl for Christmas
during Brealfast with Santa on Saturday at the Addison Park District
Community Center,

Lizzeth Alverez of Addison receives candy cahes from Mrs. Clatis on

Dec. 5 during the Addison Christmas Tree Lighting.

Photos by Larae Mundt - For Shaw Media
Dyian Alvarez, 6, of Addison works on an art project Saturday at the Addison Park District Community Cen-
ter during Breakfast with Santa.

Fynn MacShane, 10, of Lombard is
excited to have survived a round
of hot potato Saturday during
Breakfast with Santa at the Ad-
dison Park District Community
Center.

District 88 mourns Beard of Education member

SUBURBAN LIFE MEDIA

DuPage High School Dis-
trict 88 Board of Education

member and Willowbrook
High School alumnus Mark
Johnson died
Saturday with Y
hisfamilybyhis o
side after being ﬁi" =
diagnosed with "y
bone cancer this }‘
spring, accord-
ing to a district Mark
news release. Johnson
“It is with
great sadness District 88 shares
the news,” the release stated.
Johnson served on the Dis-
trict 88 Board of Education
since 1999 and was president
from 2003 to 201t. He graduated
from Willowbrook in 1966 and

received the school’s Distin-
guished Alumni Award in 2012,
His four children also graduai-
ed from Willowbrook, accord-
ing to the release. . :

“Mark truly represents all
that District 88 stands for -
building futures for students
and working for the continu-
ous improvement of student
achievement,” Superintendent
Scott Helton said in the release.
“He was part of this district in
50 many ways - he graduated
from District 88, his children
are graduates and he was a
board member for 15 years, He
was dedicated to guiding this
district in a positive direction
in the best interest of students,”

Along with being on the
Board of Education, Johnson
also served as deputy chief of

police for the Viila Park Police
Department, and he was part
of the District 45 Foundation,
Kiwanis Club of Villa Park
and Tri-Town YMCA. He also
was a council member of St.
Paul Lutheran Church in Villa
Park and a PADS worker, the
release stated.

Johnson often said his fa-
vorite aspects of being on the
board were shaking hands
with all the potential for.the fu-
ture that walk across the stage
on graduation day, seeing the
successes and dedication of
students whom receive the
District 88’s Best award, and
working with faculty and staff
who have demonstrated them-
selves to be among the best in
the area and knowing their
passion is focused entirely on

«the development of the stu-
dent, according to the release.

Johnson and his wife, Phyl-
lis, shared a passion for the
arts, and they were big support-
ers of the fine arts program in
District 88, the release stated.

A wake for Johnson will take
place from-3 to 8 p.m. Friday at
Steuerle Funeral Home in Vil-
la Park. Funeral arrangements
are scheduled for Saturday at St,
Paul Lutheran Church in Villa
Park. Johnson will lie in repose
from 9to 10 a,m, The funeral will
then take place, followed by the
funeral procession to Chapel
Hill Gardens West Cemetery in
QOakbrook Terrace.

The Johnson family asks
that you share your thoughts
and well-wishes at caringbridge.
org/visit/markjohnsons,



Tough games part of plan for IC boys | -

By DAN SANTAROMITA
dsantaromita@shawmedia.com

ELMHURST - IC Catholic
boys basketball has been put
through a grinder early in
the season with the hopes of
the tough schedule paying off
come playoff time.

For the second straight
Friday, the Knights took on
a bigger school with a good
program and came out on the
losing end. IC lost its home
opener against Riverside
Brookfield 69-42 Dec. 12 after
dropping a 57-36 game at St.
Patrick a week earlier.

IC had opened the season
with four straight wins and re-
bounded from the losses with
a 61-46 win against Fenton on
Tuesday, but the two losses
show the Knights still have a
ways to go.

“Tt’s tough, we'have to learn
to come together as a team be-
ing so young,” coach T.J. Tyr-
retl said. “We're starting two
sophomores and three juniors
and we're still looking for a
leader to siep up.”

Junior Rhashaun Epting
scored 13 against the Bulldogs,
but had just two in the first half
as the Knights trailed by 23 at
the break. Junior Will Lyles
scored 10 points and sopho-
mere Jordan Rowell had eight
points and nine rebounds.

“Obviously RB is a top 20
team, a big school, so it was a
little bit humbling,” Tyrrell
said. “We know we have a good

Erica Benson - ebenson@shawmedia.com

IC Catholic’s Will Lyles squeezes past iwo Riverside Brookfield defend-

ers Dec. 12. The Knights lost to the Bulidogs, a Class 4A team, for the -

second of back-to-back losses.

team here, It’s just getting the
guys to believe it and bring
it consistently. It’s good that
these things happen early to
get us some growing pains and
learn to work through those.”

The new Metro Suburban
West provides a number of
bigger schools as competition
for the Knights. St. Edward is
the only other Class 2A school
in the conference along with
the Knights.

“Tt will be good to play
and see that kind of competi-
tion and work through these
things,” Tyrrell said.

Against the Bison, four dif-

ferent Knights scored in double
figures led by Lyles’ 17 points,
Epting scored 14 points, Troy
Burrows added 13 and Ausfin
Reed contribuated 11 points.

“Jordan Rowell has been
playing through some pain
and he’s really working hard,”
Tyrrell said. “Will Lyles has
been doing an cutstanding job
battling for us. I think we have
some unique matchups that
we can give some teams some
mismatches. We've still yet to
play a 2A school. The goal is
still a long playoff run and we
got to work towards that and
keep that in our sights.”

] ‘Kr_f SELSAR )
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Blazers basKetba]l takes
home tournament title

SUBURBAN LIFE MEDIA

Addison Trail’s boys bas-
ketball team is on a five-game
winning streak.

AT won its own pre-holi-
day invite and also picked
up a West Suburban Gold
win against Downers Grove
South. Jaavion Bradley
scored 21 points and Taylor
White scored 14 against the
Mustangs.

In their tournament title,
the Blazers defeated Stagg 56-
46, Lake Park 45-43, Universal
School 75-33 and Naperville
Central 55-34 in overtime.
The win against Naperville
Central came Wednesday
and was led by 14 points from
Kevin Grygo and 10 from
Matt Gontarek. White was
the tournament MVP for the
8-1 Blazers.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Timothy Christian

The Trojans picked up a
pair of Metro Suburban East
wings last weekend ic improve
to 5-3 overall and 3-1 in the
league. Timothy defeated
Guerin 39-33 on Dec. 12 with
18 points and nine rebounds
from Joe Bishop. A day later,
the Trojans beat Elmwood
Park 45-32.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
IC Catholic

The Knights beat Fenton
50-23 on Dec. 12 to improve to
7-3 overall.

Timothy Christian

Juliana Stremler’s 11 points
led the Trojans to a 43-41 win
Saturday against Westmont.
Kaitlyn Gehrke also scored in
double figures with 10 points.
Timothy is now 5-4 en the year.

Addison Trail

Maria Koulogeorgas
scored 19 points, but the
Blazers lost Saturday against
Willowbrook 58-32. Downers
Grove South beat the Blazers
51-33 on Tuesday.

WRESTLING
York

Michael Ordonez (138
pounds) and Tom Helton (285
pounds) were second at Pros-

‘pect’s Mudge/McMorrow

invite Saturday. The Dukes-
were eighth as a team.
Addison Trail K
The Blazers were seventh
at Prospect’s Mudge/McMor-
row invite, Mike Huynh (113

pounds) and Jaime Valdez (126
pounds) both placed second.

Hall of Famer
Dan Hampton
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Scribe makes holiday
wish list, checks it twice
Surtdro

M. S. Claus
cfo The North Pole
Dear Mr. Claus:

Aside from my disdain for
bad heliday music and a partic-
ular FM station in the Chicago
area that insists on playing this
stuff 24/7 for six weeks, I think
I’ve been a good boy.

Because I'm a big believer in
applying the old “you miss 100
percent of the shots you den’t
take” adage to making out a
holiday wish list, my list is a
bit lengthy. That said, hopefully
yow’ll deliver on a vast major-
ity of my requesis.

Al T want t
son is ...

- To have the “Do-it-Your-
self Messiah” done for me.

-- To require people who a.)
either stand in line for a store
to open on Black Friday (and
Thanksgiving night, as well), or
b.) are seen on the nightly news
fighting with each other for
position in the checkout line, to
work long hours in retail next
holiday-season.

-- For Chicago Bears head

coach Marc Trestman to stop
telling Bears fans how he’s
been trying to “grow men” and
how wonderful the team’s prac-
fices were throughout the week,
feading up to yet another shel-
lacking, Oh, and to see Trest-
man, Aaron Kromer and Mel
“Tucker file for unemployment
on Menday moming {i.e., the
day after the 2014 season mer-
cifully ends this Sunday).

- For Honda to siop air-
ing its stupid Happy Honda
Days commercials. Last year
it was Michae! Bolton’s annoy-
ing crooning. This year, it’s
Gumby and Pokey, G.I. Joe,
Skeletor, Strawberry Shortcake
and Stretch Armstrong making
sales pitches, Sheesh!

- For the Salvation Army to
set up two collection buckets at
participating venues next holi-

holiday sea-

day season - ‘one for regular-

donations, and the other for
donations that would be used
to purchase winter clothing for
those I see out and about wear-
ing shorts in 30-degree weather.

All T want this holiday sea-
son is ...

--To catch the re-run of
“Swamp People Christmas,”
which aired in mid-December
on The History Channel.

— For Santa to put a lump
of coal In Anheuser-Busch’s
stocking for its decision not to
irot out the famous Budweiser
Clydesda]es and feature them
in its holiday advertising cam-
paign this year. It's the best
holiday commercial ever made.

--For public restrooms to

SET
Mike
Sandrolini

Columnist | :., ' _~,1

do away with hand dryers and
automatic soap dispensers and
use paper towels and good, old
fashioned bars of soap instead.

- For mew Chicago Cubs
pitcher Jon Lester, who'll be
making $25 million this com-
ing season, to donate the entire
salary from one of his future
starts to my IRA. (That works
out to around $750,000 per start
if he starts 32 games in 2015.)
I'm admitledly not holding my
breath since I'im 2 White Sox
and Cardinals fan.

--For the makers of Dino-
vite®, a dietary supplement
for dogs, to make Dinovite for
humans. If you’ve ever heard
their radio commercials, Dino-
vite apparently cures every
canine-related ailment under
the sun.

—-For any parent who rou-
tinely calls their young son
“buddy” to, well, call him by
his first name. (Unless more
and more parents are naming
their sons Buddy these days.)

--For the caps on bottles of
Glaceau Vitamin Water not to
be fastened so tightly that you
practically need a vice grip to
get the cotton-pickin’ things
off.

-- For Bulls star guard Der-
rick Rose, who recently wore
an “I Can't Breathe” T-shirt
during pregame, to also wear
an “l can’t shoot 3s” or an “I
can’t stay healthy” T-shirt dur-
ing pregame warm-ups. (Rose
wore the T-shirt to support Eric
Garner, the African-American
man who died after reportedly
being choked by a white New
York City police officer last
Juby.)

-~ For companies that adver-
tise on “Family Guy” to kindly
consider pulling their sponsor-
ships, particularly after airing
an episode earlier this month
titled, “The 2,000-year-old Vir-
gin.” I haven’t seen the episode,
nor wifl I, but I've read enough

“about it to know it’s highly

offensive—I'd go.as far to say
blasphemous—io those of the
Christian faith, no matter what
one’s denominaticn happens to
be. The creators of this program
are, of course, free o produce
whatever trash they’d like, but
is nothing sacred anymore?

trict 88 remembers

Mark J ohnson

Willowbrook
alum, Board
member Joses

fight with cancer

VILLA PARK — Tt is with
great sadness District 88 shares
the news that Mark Johnson,
District 88 Board of Educa-
tion member and Willowbrook
High Schoo! alumnus, has
passed away.

Johnson was diagnosed with
bone cancer this past spring
and passed away with his fam-
ily by his side on Dec. 13.

Johnson could always be
counted on to make the tough
decisions Board members face
to ensure a high-quality edu-
cational experience for the stu-
dents of District 88. He often
said his favorite aspects of
being on the Board were shak-
ing hands with all the potential
for the future that walks across
the stage on graduation day,
seeing the successes and dedi-
cation of stedents who receive
the District 88’s Best award
and working with a faculty and
staif who have demonstrated

Johnson served on the District themselves to be among the
88 Board of Education since photo provided  best in the area and knowing
1999 and was President from  pictured is District 88 Board their passion is focused entire-
2003 to 2011. He graduated of Education member and ly on the development of the
from Willowbrook in 1966 Willowbrook High School Y elopmont of 1
and received the school’s is-  alumnus Mark Johnson, who studept. Johnson and_ his wife,
tinguished Alumni Award in passed away on December Phyllis, shared a passion for the
2012. His four children also 13 after Jahbattle with b?ne arts, and they were big support-
- cancer. Johnson was a tre- :
Er 3]‘3}11 atf-:?nfﬁom Wﬂlo\xtrbrclnlo tllfl- t mendous asset to the District g?st?-if ctﬂ%eg LR rall
ark iy represents a1 0at - gg family and will be greatly '
District 88 stands for - building missed.
futures for stndents and work- . . .
ing for the continuous improve- Along with being on the Dis- day, Dec. 20, 2014, at St. Paul
ment of student achievement,” wWict 88 Board of Education, Luthetan Church in Villa Park
said Dr. Scott Helton, District Johnson also served as Deputy 5 ’
88 Swperintendent. “He was Chief of Police for the Villa Pterment at Chapel Hill Gar-
P dens West Cemetery in Oak-

art of this district in so many Park Police Department and )
gvays — he graduated from Disji was on the District 45 Founda-- Prock Terrace. Arrangements

trict 88, his children are gradu- tion, the Kiwanis Club of Villa Were ha.ndled' b? Steuerle
ates and he was a Board mem-  Park and Tri-Town YMCA. He  Funeral Home in Villa Park,
ber for 15 yeass. He was dedi- also was a Council Member of ~ The Johnson family asks that
cated to guiding this district in St Paul Lutheran Church in  you share your thoughts and
a positive direction in the best Villa Park, as well as a PADS  well-wishes at caringbridge.
inkerest of students.” worker. orgfvisit/markjohnson3.

Funeral services for John-
son were scheduled for Satur-

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION Grade School

A Tradition of Faith, Family, and Academic Excellence
Preschool 3 through 8th Grade

New Student Registration: January 25th from 10am to 1pm

Classroom Differentiation Including
Enrichment & Intervention Programs

Strong Catholic Spiritual Formation &
Sacramental Preparation

Standardized Educational Testmg &
Benchmarking

Athletics - No Cut Policy
Suburban Parochial League

Righ School Preparedness - Graduates Performing Arts & Clubs
Consistently Placed in Accelerated

Programs

Christian Service Opportunities
. . Leadership Opportunities
Consistent Top Performers - Local High ’

School Science, Math, & Speech Contests Full & Half Day Kindergarten

Smarthoard Technology in Every Classroom * 5 Day per Week Preschool 4

This inyestment pays dividends for life.
Please call Mrs. Sheila Wachholder at 630-530-3420 to schedule a tour today.
132 Arthur Street, Ebmhurst, lllineis GOiZE
www./cgradeschoolelmhurst.org
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- Where $10 or less still buys a great meal.
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208 T Q® e g

r'l"!

@ﬁﬂ! Qp ::;‘5 *{ipi
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and relatives at

Maple 1T

Family Restaurant

courtesy phato
On Dec. 17, Knights of Colum-
bus Juan Pablo i Council No.
14069 gave a monetary dona-
tion to benefit Perks & Possi-
bilities Café. The caféis run by

" students in District 88’s Tran-

sition Program, which helps
students ages 19 to 21 learn
life skills, obtain job training
in a community sefting and
successfully transition to
adult life. Pictured are (back
row, from left) Chuck Seriano,
Treasurer of the council, Lori
LaBarbera, Vocational Aide
with the Transition Pro-
gram, David Macnak, Deputy
Grand Knight and Financial
Secretary of the council and
{front row} studenis in the
Transition Program.

LIZZADRO MUSEUM GF LAPIDARY ART

Sharing the beauty of stone and fromoting earth science

For unique gifts visit the Museum Shop
www.lizzadromuseum.org

220 Cottage Hill Ave. Elmburse, IL 60326 630 833-1616

gsxmlﬁtms Cafe

Coffee shop
operated by
District 88
Transitional

students

ADDISON — When you
visit Perks & Possibilities
Café inside the Addison Public
Library at 4 Friendship Plaza
in Addison, you're greeied by
the welcoming aroma of fresh-
ly brewed coffee, snacks and
juices lining the counters and
— of course — friendly smiles.

The café is-run by students
in District 88’s Transition Pro-

© gram, which helps students

ages 19 to 21 learn life skills,
obtain job training in a com-
munity setting and snccess-
fully transition to adult life.
Perks & Possibilities Café is
open from 9 to 11 am. Mon-
day through Thursday and
will celebrate its fifth year this
March.

An exceptional characteris-
tic of the café is it’s a com-

|| munity project that has united

intergovernmental  agencies,
local businesses and donors
t0 support stndent learning.
Perks & Possibilities Café is a
result of the support provided
by the community, and that
generosity continues. )

On Dec. 17, Knighis of
Columbus Juan Pablo Il Coun-
cil Ne. 14069 gave the café
a monetary donation, That
money was raised through
selling Tootsie Rolls during an
intellectual disabilities drive
hosted by the council.

“Knights of Columbus
hosts an intellectual disabili-
ties drive each year, and we
distribute  the proceeds 1o
organizations that meet those
needs,” said David Macnak,
Deputy Grand Knight and
Financial Secretary with the
council, “We wanted to sup-
port organizations in Addison
to keep the money local, and
Perks & Possibilities Café is a
perfect fit,”

Macnak and Conncil Trea-
surer Chuck Seriano came to
the café to present the contri-
bution. Lori LaBarbera, Voca-
tional Aide with the Transi-
tion Program, said the dona-
tion will be used to expand
the café’s services to provide
more opportunities for stu-

' dents in the program.
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~ Addison Trail students participate in
On Dec. 19, a group of Addison Trail juniors and seniors (pictured) participated in a colle
in isit, students toured the campus and heard a presedntation about the
traveled to the University of lowa for a visit, where they heard a presentation about the admission
part of the Guidance Department’s

g the visi

District 4 receives federal g

Addison one of 18
communhities supported
by Bright & Early DuPage

WHEATON — Illinois Governor Pat
Quinn announced last week the Illinois
recipients to receive funding through a
competitive federal grant program from
the U.S, Department of Education and
Health and Human Services. Through

efforts to allow students to experi

this program, Mincis will receive $20
million per vear, renewable for four
years, to expand.access to full-day pre-
school services for four-year-olds in 18
communities around the state.

Three of those communities are in
DuPage County—Addison, West Chi-
cago and Wheaton/Warrenville-—and
two of those (Addison and Whearon/
Warrenville) have collsboratives sup-

EBY GOV Qi NEDRED.

Police Reports.........6 Sports................ L1300 A il Change Special :
Smart Mama ......... 15 Classifieds..........17-18 = DVANTAGE i A " wow: - .
— . : CAR CARE CENTER «*317.95 A ;
THD  SHTHMSuTes iy |2 630-543-139y S v e | o

"

~ Food & Drink gpeciais

Coupons

Wiliiti

i

at wh.i:epir:ncn'g.:.lf_-usrrl

ES GolECTah & By Mijuets

college visits

ported by The DuPage Community

Foundation’s Bright & Early DuPage.
The grants—Preschool Development

Grant/Expansion Grants—are award-

‘ed to school districts throughout the

country and are intended to help build,
develop and expand high-quality pre-
school programs for low to moderate-
income families. 1n just the first year,
the Prescheol Development Grants will

Mon.-Fii 8-6+ Sat 8-3

T A e TP

process and
ence college campuses firsthand.

24 HOUR YOLENE
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photo provided

ge visit to University of Iinois at Urbana-Champaign. Dur-
programs offered at the university. On Oct, 30, 44 juniors and seniors
toured the campus. The trips were

rant forhea_rly_cidu?:at-io?'

serve more than 33,000 additional chil-
dren across the United States.

About Addison’s Early
Childhood Collaborative

The mission of the Addison Early
Childhood Cellaborative is .to ensure

See GRAM; Page 2

A g
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AT football players receive state r

Pictured are five Addison Trail student-athletes who have received state-lev
Jake Atiyeh, Eric Gilliam, Matt Gontarek, Tyler Schroeder-Zelek and Mike. Ry

- — — N P B

"

'

B ke

ecoghition
el recognition for their success on the football field. They are {from left) seniors
harczyk. Atiyeh, Gilliam, Gontarek and Schroeder-Zelek were named to the 2014

e 8
phetes provided

lllinois High School Football Coaches Association {IHSFCA) 7A Academic All-State Team. Rybarczyk has been named to the All-State Team.

TCD plans 40th anrviversary community open house

Prepping students
for the 21st
century workplace

ADDISON Technot-
ogy Center of DuPage (TCD)
turned 40 this year, but its mis-
sion and viston are sharper
than ever: helping DuPage area
high school students explore
a career interest while equip-
ping them for postsecondary
education and a career. TCD
invites parents, interested stu-

21, 2015, from 6:30 to 8:30
pm. TCD is the advanced,
elective career and technical
education campus for Z4- high
schools- in DuPage Ceunty and
Lyons Township, offering both
high school and ¢ollege credit.

During “the evening, Open
House visitors may see any or
all of TCD’s 21 program areas.

In addition, there will be an

optional, 30-minwte career pre-
sentation at 7 p.m. for parents
and ‘students called High Tech,

ther investment in the industry.
Se Americans want manufac-
turing jobs — as long as it’s
for somebody ¢lse. A panel of
Chicago area manofacturers
sort facts from fiction and offer
an eye-opening view of the
opportunitics open to qualified
young people in this high tech,
high paying industry. Featured
companies include TCD busi-
ness partners Arrow Gear in
Downers Grove; Bison Gear in
St. Charles; DuPage Machine

dents, alumai, and the com-
munity at Jarge to attend the
40th Annual Community Open
House on Wednesday, January

* GRART

Continued from page 1

High Pay — No Thanks (7)"
More than 90% of Americans

value a strong manufacturing

sector and 82% support fur-

Products in Bloomingdale; and
Fidelity Tool & Mold in Bata-
via. Seating for the presenta-
tion is limited.

that coordinated and comprehensive quality
early learning experiences are available, accessi-
ble, and most importantly, utitized by the diverse
farnilies and young children of Addison so that
they can achieve their maximum potential.

“The grant from The DuPage Community
Foundation has been so instrumental in continu-
ing and enhancing the work of the Addisen Earty
Childheod Collaborative,” said Chuck Wartman,
assistant superintendent for Addison School Dis-
trict 4. “The DuPage Community Foundaticn
has provided an opportunity to our collaborative
to have a central focus which is to educate and
communicate t0 all community partners, service
providers, and families about the importance of
kindergarten readiness and easly intervention.

“Expanding access to full day preschool
means a richer day of learning that helps pre-
pare children for success in kindergareen and
beyond,” said Theresa Nihijll, executive director
of Metropolitan Family Services DuPage. “We
are excited to partner with a great team of orga-
‘nizations to keep building a strong foundation
for children in our community.”

Metropolitan Family Services DuPage serves
as the fiscal agent for both the Addison and
Wheaton/Warrenville early childhood collabora-
tive efforts. L

“Through the support of the Foundation, we
have been able to seed collaboratives in areas
where they are needed most,” said Barb Szczepa-
niak, Foundation director of programs. “These
collaboratives have been able to put systems in
place to help families learn, understand and pre-

pare their children for-success when they enter
kindergarten. The anncuncement of the grants to
school districts in Illineis and especially DuPage
will greatly support our collaborative efforts and
is particularly exciting because it’s confirmation
that the Foundation’s initial investments helped
position these communities to be eligible to
apply for and receive this funding.”

More about Bright & Early DuPage:

Bright & Early DuPage is piloted and funded
by The DuPage Community Foundation. The

Board of Trustees of The DuPage Community
Foundation believes that Bright & Early DuPage
is an opportunity. for the Foundation to work
with a variety of funders (i.e., individuals, orga-
nizations, foundations, etc.) {0 address a funda-
mental quality of life issue that will create a

better future for DuPage County citizens for

- generations to come.

To date, the Foundation has established an
endowment of more than $5.5 million from
which income will be used to address early
childhood care and education and workforce
developrient issues in perpetuity. The Founda-
tion expects to contribute hundreds of thousands
of dolars to Bright & Early DuPage projects
over the next several years and will seek funds to
extend the scope of this critical initiative.

It is estimated that for every dollar invested in
earty childhood education, $7 to $10 is saved on
remedial education, health and criminal justice
expenditures. For more information, visit defdn.
org/he.

TCD’s member High School
districts include:

* Hinsdale Township H.S.
District 86

« Glenbard Township LS.
District 87

* DuPage H.S. District 88

* Community H.S. Dist. 94

* Community H.S. Dist. 99

+ Fenton CHSD 100

* Lake Park CHSD 108

* Wheaton-Warrenville
CUSD 200

* Westmont CUSD 201

s Lisle CUSD 202

* Naperville CUSD 203

TCD by the numbers...

Abeut TCDY's 2014 seniors:

P05 contiaued their educa-
lton at o commenky college or
BENIversity

5% confinuesd their educution
through an industry apprentice-
shap :

3% continued thex education
through a techeeal school

84% earned a National Career
Readiness Cerificate (NCRO)
~ see act.orgleertificate

Eamed 5,299 hours of col-

tege creds
TCI¥s state-certified teah-
ers have at least 2,000 hours of
work experzence 1n their fields
They hold bachelor’s and
master's degrees as well as

industry  certthcaton:  and
licenses
See tedupage.org for carmcu-

la, program-spectfic certfick-
tons and coflege credst avail-
able

AT holds 29th annual
Toys for Tots initiative

ADDISON — This holiday
season, Addisen Trail sto-
dents and staff participated in
the 29th Annual Toys for Tots
service project, in cooperation
with- the Addison Community
Switchboard. :

This “year, Addison Trail
sponsored more than 90 chil-
dren from Addison, The Toys
for Tots service project was
organized by Addison Trail’s
‘Business  Professionals  of
America {BPA) and the group’s

advisors, Jullann Boudouris
and Jeff Laschinski.
Individuals, groups and

depariments at Addison Trail
are invited to sponsor z child
for a mmimum $50 commit-

ment to buy and wrap gifts for
that child. This year, nine clubs,
16. classes, three departments
and 27 faculty/staff members
patticipated in the program,

Phone calls were made to
each home to confirm infor-
mation and ask what the child
needs and wants. That allows
sponsors to meel the specific
needs of each child. This year,
gifts were collected on Dec, 9,
and students in Addison Trail's
Business Work Program sorted
and bagged the gifts. The pres-
ents were delivered on Dec, 10,
with the help of business teach-
er Mike Maaske and Addison
Trail junior Alexis Tellez.

See photo o page 9.



THE INDEPENDENT | DECEMBER 25, 2014 - Page 9A
_“

- g

all photos p}ov[ded

{Above left): Addison Trail science teacher Nick Pingel (center) visits with-alumni (from left)
Joe Amato, Frank Amato, Hugo-Reyes and Nate Mueller, all from the class of 2014.
{Above right): Addison Trail Counselor Shane Cole (third from left) visits with alumni {from
left) Trinity de Guzman, class of 2014, Ryan Domino, class of 2014, Fionna De Guzman, class
of 2014, Viviana Hernandez, ¢lass of 2013, anid Fatima Baig, class of 2014. . '
{Right): Roman Flores.(left, class of 2013) and Rachel Murray (right, class of 2014) visit Addi-
son Trail art teacher Tim Hockensmith. )

photo provided

Addison Trail participates in Toys for Tots service project
This year, Addison Trail sponsored more than 90 children from Addison through the 29th Annu-
al Toys for Tots service project, Toys for Tots is organized by Addison Trail’'s Business Pro-
fessionals of America (BPA) and the group’s advisors, Juliann -Boudouris (pictured at right)
and Jeff Laschinski (pictured third from lei ). Also pictured are Addison Trail husiness teach-
er Mike Maaske (left) and Addison Trail junior Alexis Tellez (second from.left), who helped
deliver the gifts to the Addison Community Switchboard, as well as Mary Arbaugh, President
of the Addison Community Switchboard.
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Addison Trail hosts
annual Young Alumni Day

ADDISON — On Dec. 19, Addison Trail hosted its annual
Young Alumni Day, where alumni from the last 10 years are
invited back to the schocl. About 170 alumni attended the event,
which involved visiting with friends and former teachers, coaches
and staff members; seeing the school; and enjoying refreshments.

“Young Alumni Day is an opportunity for recent Addison Trail
graduates to return to their alma mater and visit with their former
teachers,” said Addison Trail Assistant Principal Mike Bolden.
“Every year, the Addison Trail staff looks forward to reconnect-
ing with alumni to see the path they have taken after graduation.”
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WB’S DECA Team hears fr

Group preps for
regional

competition
VILLA PARK — Willow-
brook’s DECA Team is gearing
up for its Regional competition
on Jan. 22, 2015 DECA is a

competitive club that prepares
future leaders and entrepre-
neurs for careers in marketing,

finance, hospitality and man-.

agement.

As part of the team’s prepara-
tion for Regionals, 13 members
of the group attended the IIli-

nois Foundation for Marketing
Education (IFME) Carser Day
with the White Sox recently.
That event included a semi-
nar, where three members of
the White Sox marketing staff
discussed ticket saies, market-
ing of team merchandise and

phote provided

Willowbrook DECA students enjoy a White Sox game during the lllinois Foundation for

Marketing Education (IFME) Career Day on Sept. 26. Pictured are
Carter, sophomore Gabriela Rios, sophomore

{from left) senior Giselle

Molly Behrendt, sophomore Kellie Lanigan,

junior Kyle Ezell, senigr Juan Gallegos, sophemore Jacob Boehm, junior Julia Smith, senior
Michael Roby Il, junior Zachary Boehm, senior Richard Thorne, junior Natika Khaliq and

junior Jorge Saenz,

We want to print your news!
Is your church hosting a special event?
Community Calendar listings are free!
Send details to QuestPublishing@aol.com
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Suburban Bank & Trust |

Open Your Accoust in Person
Elmhurst Locations:
150 E. Butterfield Rd.
513 Spring Rd.
400, Lake St,
Wood Data: 372 N, Wood Dale Rd.

shtBankNow.com
SBT. Buank where your business matters.
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om Sox marketing staff

overall marketing strategy. dents then stayed for the White
They also answered questions  Sox versus Kansas City Royals
asked by DECA students. Stu- game.

YR GHEIREAR VIS PORE NG AL TION

e R IE SPORTING AUCTION

EEOEAR B AN TRV — MATTCON L
Setiing 900 Guns from 2 Auction Rings

Gooper 21,.223; Waatherby German & Japanese Varmitmasters; Browning Safari; Win. 73 Special Order
w/ 98% orly. blue: Yiin, 92's, 94's, BE's; Browning levers; H, Win., Springfield M1 Barards inc/anipers;
8- M1 carhinag, many in WWw ¥ configuration; Win, 528 Sporter & 520 Targel; Kimber of Cragon rifles;
Springtield Ammory 1922 trainers; Rem 121 & 514 Rutiedge hors rimfires; Win. 101's pigecn grade, 12
820 ga.; Brownlng Superposed & Citerl's; Several Win. 12's Inc/28ga. skoat, trap, deluxe; Dutstanding
Coil SAA's; Complet et of Coll 2nd Gen. perc, revolvars, N3, Pythons; Anaconca AbLC, NIB; 115, Gov't,
modals & 1911°s; Colt 1860 Army; Colt 1855 3rd model; Calt 1349 undlrets; 50- SEW revolvers uld to NIG
inc/Perlormancs Conter: Quistanding collection of esrly military sida ans; Bushmaster Arm pistal; Win. 70,
Pre War carbing, .22 Horpet: Coll -380's & Muslang plstols; Nazi proofed hand guns; Win, 51, NIB; Pre 98

High Standard pistols; Colt Oiamond Backs; Desert Eagte; Win. low wiail, takedown, .22WGF; Savage 595
inc/ Rare 2 tiarre| se1 300 Savaga/a10: Wi, Q4AE's; Win. 95, .405; Coll Pre 98 Lighlning, med. frame nifle;
Liutic trap guns inc/2 brl, set; Win. 1880, .22 short deluxe; Win. 21, 16 ga,, grade 3; Ruger Red Lahals:
Browning A5's; Ruger Minl 14; Wariin 30 A's & [¥s; Win. 37'3; 7/ Huniar & carbifies; .458 African rifla;
Win. 56 takas down: ifin. 92 .44 Y naay,; S/A MIA; Win. 42 skeet: Browning Cynergy 2 barrel set; Win. 21
16ga. fieid grada; Win. 84 Take down, qrade 5; Many out of procluction Colt & SEW revolvers in orig. boxes;
Colt SAA LS. calvary D.R.C.; ER&A Corp obl barrei 1911 only 15 imported; Ammurition; Relcading; Knives;
Miitary & More; Air rifles; Set of Coll minfature revolvers
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ANGELOG'
RISTORANTE & BANQUETS

; ’ Frme Hel Cutsine th an elegarit and comioriable dimng atmosghere
Famdly-Ovmed and Qperated
(630) 833-2400 » 247 N YORK » ELMHURST
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[Ealbarn lonch

Try Our Lunch Buffet
Monday thru Friday 11am-2:00pm

Open for dinner 7 days a week

ANGELCSOMYORK.COM

i e T

10 OF

' YOUR TOTAL CHECK
. OF $59 OR MORE
' Angelo’s Ristorante § Banquets (630} 833.2400

247 N. York Road » Elmhurst
Good after Spm. One coupon per table Not valid with Early Dimner Specials
Not valid with any other ofters or specials Expires F2,31/ 14
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DistricT 88 BoARD OF EDUCATION NEWS

Approves 2014
proposed tax

levy
ADDISON/VILLA PARK —
During its Dec. 15th meeting,
the District 88 Board of Edu-
cation hosted a public hearing
regarding the 2014 proposed

tax levy and then approved the’

tax levy. ]

The proposed tax levy for
2014 was reviewed during the
Oct. 20 and Nov. 10 Board
meetings.

At its Nov. 10th meeting, the
Board adopted a resolution to
establish the aggregate amount
of taxes estimated to be lev-

S

ied for the year 2014 in the
amount of $52,471,267. That
request represents a 4.9-per-
cent increase, but the district

‘expects to receive an increase

of about 2.3 percent, based
on the Censumer Price Index
(CPI) at 1.5 percent and limited
new-property growth. The final
tax extension will be released
in March 2015.

"For more information about
the 2014 proposed tax levy,
visit dupage88.net/site/public/
files/?item=1936. .

For frequently asked ques-
tions about the tax levy, visit
dupage88.n¢t/site/public/

files/%item=1189. Dr. Scott Helton at shelton@ | BG% i Dralisiones, Ainczon & Hog
dupage88.net or 630-530-3990. : : La990s |
L | 1 pre i T )] I =1 ) — 2 g 1 L el

Vacancy on Board
of Education .

In compliance with [ili-
nois School Code and District
88 Board policy, District 88
announces a vacancy on its
Board of Education.

The seat iy open until a can-
didate is elected after the April
7, 2015, school board election.
To apply for the position, go
to * http://tinyurl.com/ppvggj2.
Selected candidates will be

interviewed by the Board of

Education during the Jan. 12,
2015, Board meeting.

For questions or more infor-
mation, contact Superintendent

Is Addiction Destroying your family?
Call 1-844-208-3049 1o speak with an addiction
eatment specinlist

# Drug and aleohol rresument
® lurerventon Assistance

® Insurance Accepted, Free Covernge Check
® Long Term Success
® One Year Affercare

Inpatiear Drug and Al
Regain Control Today, C

www.4rehabiliil

The (ubs are one game away.

b i wili co gnything to make
Sure fisey win the tifie. Anything.
Killing the Curse’ hits a home run

R
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IMMANUEL
LUTHERAN"
CHURCH

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
AT9:00 AM.

NEW YEAR’'S EVE SERVICE
AT 7:00 PM.

Visit www.ileelmhurst.org
for more defails.

630-332-1649

orship ogrviegs

loistings

LCMS

Join us for worship -
. Sundays at 10:30am.

ELMHURST

2]

CHURCH

groups and mission.

ednes

g PRESBYTERIAN

Connecting the community with Christ thru
worship, education, Stephen Ministry, small

Prinee af _(paaag Lutheran Chunch

ELCA
1213 Army Trail Blvd.
Addison, Tilincis 60101
Phone: 630-543-3458.
e-mail: prince_of_peace@sheglobal.net
www.popaddison.org

143 E. Third St,
(3rd & Michigan)
Elmhurst; IL

St. Luke;s

159 W. North Ave., Elmhurst. -

New Year’s Eve Service

at 5:00 p.m.

Inthe

. sn Chi-Rha (6, 7, B3h graders): WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Adult Christion Studies 6:15-7:45 p.m. i R
SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE Cross Traingrs (3 years- 105 (nigh sehal): Sunday e e
5:00 PM 7 8th grade) 6:15-7:45 pm, ., Wednesdayat 7
bt - Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Christian Education: Pre-K and up
pee ORI Pl Sty www._elmhurstéhurch.org Sunday at 9:30-10:15 AM
8:30 Traditional and 11:00 Family 367 Spring fel.| Acrass Feom York High Schos Adult Bible Study - Wednesday, 2
ADULT BIBLE STUDY AND 630-834.7750 Tiataa | 9:30 AM and 8:00 PM £
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL i o
9:30 A.M. Y 3

Lutheran Church

The friendly little church around the corner

BETHEL
| UNITED CHURCH
@ - OF CHRIST
315 E. 8t. Charles Rd., Elmhuzst
www.bethel-ucc.org
630.279.4040

Sunday Worship & Sunday Schoot

office@LCelmhurst.omp
Haidicapped Accessible

“Hearmg Loop Enabled
18RAR

vl v B 80 Cort R Sty
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S| Bungalowon 3
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Addison Trail
recognizes
Students of
First Semester

ADDISON — Each sémes-
ter, Addison Trail departments
establish criteria that guide the
nomination of a student who
displays Blazer Pride to receive
Student of the Semester recog-
nition. ’

Criteria typically include:

Extraordinary achievement

Outstanding effort

Commendable attitude ~and
motivation S

Demonstration of ability to
overcome obstacles

Continuous exemplary per-
formance

On Dec. 16, 14 students were
recognized as Students of First
Semester for the 2014-15 school
year and were presented hy the
staff member who nominated
them. Those students are: Art:
senior Cassandra Terrill, CTE
business: senior Brandee Sam-
low; CTE family and consumer
science: senior Danigl Baeza;
CTE industry and technology:
senior Adrian Villarreal; Eng-
lish: senior Franc De Guzman;
ESL: junior Luz Dominguez
Avelar; Math: senior Dayana
Ramirez; Music: senior Eliza-
.beth Lodzinski, Physical edu-
cation: senior Yesenmia Melen-
dez; Reading: junier Sebastian
Fuentes; Science: junior Selena
Velasco; Social studies: junior
Angelo Feéola, Special educa-
tion: senior Martin Carrille Jr.;
and, World languages: fresh-
man Bryan Florian. .

Pictured are Addison Trail students who
year. They are {back row, from left

photo provided”

‘were recognized on Dec, 16 as Students of First Semester for the 2014-15 school
) junior Angelo Feola, senior Adrian Villarreal, junior Luz Dominguez Avelar, senior Franc

De Guzman, senior Elizabeth Lodzinski, junior Sebastian Fuentes; {front row) senior Cassandra Terrill, senior Yesenia

Melendez; junior Selena Velasco,

Florian. Not pictured: senior Martin Carrille Jr.

senior Daniel Baeza, senior Brandee Samlow, senior Dayana Ramirez and freshman Bryan

Addison Trail hosts Principal’s Cup of Cheer &
To open their doors and spread holiday cheer, on Dec. 12, Addison Trail students and faculty hosted its annual Principal’'s

Cup of Cheer. {Top left): Addison Trail Principal Adam Cibulka {left

ADDiIsoN CoMMUNITY CALENDAR

Wednesday, Dec, 31
Family New Year’s Party
From 2-5 p.m, at the Centen-
nial Rec Center, the Addison
Park District invites families
for a dip in-the pool and then
a rockin’ DJ and a delicions-
ice cream sundae bar. Enjoy an
inflatable jumpy, family games,
a countdown and a balloon
drop. Register before Monday,
Dec. 15 and save; the registra-
tion deadline is Tuesday, Dec.
23. All ages are welcome. Fee:
$5 for resident; $8 for nonresi-
dents per person. (before Dec.
15); $8 for residents; $10 fot
nonresidents per person Dec.
16 or later. Info: Call 630-233-
7275.
Ongoing events...
+ Addison Park
District open gym
The Park District will be
having an open gym for all
ages from 3-3 p.m. Mondays,
‘Wednesdays and Fridays, and

from 6-10 p-m. Fridays and
Saturdays at the Centennial Rec

Center gymnasium, Fees: $2.50

for children in eighth grade and
younger on regular days, or $4
for extended days and week-

ends; $3 for ages high school

and older on regular days, or
$5 on extended days and week-
ends. Info: go to addisonparks.
org or call 630-233-7275, -
» Widows or Widowers
(W.0.W.) mieet each month
Widows . or.  Widowers
(W.0.W.) of the Western Sub-
urbs will meet on the third
Thursday of each month and
has a variety of social activi-
ties, The nieetings are held at
the Knights of Columbus Hall,
537 8. York Road, Elmhurst,
starting at 6:30 p.m. Admis-
sion: $5. Info: (630) 620-4060
or wow.cisites.org,
* Active Adults Senior Club
Adults, ages 55 or better,
are invited to Park District’s

Active Adults Senior Club on
Tuesdays from 12-2 p.m. at
Community Rec Center, 120 E.
Oak Street. For more informa-
tion, contact Teresa Grodsky at
(630) 233-7275, option #2.

» Holiday lights recycling

The Addison Park District "

has teamed up with Elgin
Recyeling to keep your holi-

" day lights out of area landfills.
Now through Monday, Jan. 18,

residents drop off non-working
holiday lights at all Park Dis-
trict facilities. Lights eligible
for recycling: mini-lights (or
Italian lights), C7 lights, C%
lights, rope lights, LED lights
and extensiorn cords.

Clubs and organizations are
welcome to send entries for
this coliumn to: QuestPublish-
ing@aol.com. Please include

a phone number or e-mail”

address 1o contacs for informa-
tion.

' Department Director of Police Timothy “Bill”

all photos provided

) greets (from left) former Addison Trail Principal Jim
Mortier, Addison Mayor Rich Veenstra and Addison Trustee
Harry Theodore. -

(Top right):. Cibulka (left) greets (from left} Addison Police
ill” Hayden, Deputy
Chief Joseph Maranowicz and Deputy Chief Brian Goss.
{Below): Addison Trail seniors. (from left) Amanda Peters,
Lauren Szydlowski and Maribel Huitron serve guests during
the event. They are enrolled in the school’s Hotel/Restaurant/
Travel Industry course.
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Fenton bo

Biagi scores 25
against IC Catholic
Prep; Bison slowed
by injuries, illness

By Mike Miazga
Correspondent

The disabled list for the Fen-
ton boys basketball team has
been quite crowded lately.

Fenton has been slowed by
both injury and illness of late.
The Bison lost recent Metro
Suburban Conference West
Division games to IC Catholic
Prep, Aurora Central Catholic
and Glenbard South.

“It’s been rough for the guys
the past week,” Fenton coach
Josh Payton said late last week,

Willowbrook girls basketball team defeats Morton, Hinsdale South

“We're dealing with illness and
injuries and they have really
bogged us down, We haven't
been at full strength lately.”

Fenton lost 79-70 to ACC
in a game Payton was pleased
with how his team played.

“That was probably our best
all-around perfermance,” he
said. “We had a good perfor-
mance there by a lot of play-
ers.”

With injuries and illnesses
adding up, Fenton has been
limited on the practiee court,

“There were two days where
we had eight players available
out of '14.” said Payton. “It’s
heen various things such as
torn thumb ligaments, a rolled

ankle and a bad back and there
are guys fighting the flu. At dif-
ferent times we’ve been miss-
ing different guys. It’s been a
tough skid, Hopefully we can
get everybody back healthy or
as many as possible by (mid-
this week).”

Payton noted he was
impressed with the ‘team’s
offensive prowess in the ACC
garme.

“The fact that we put up 70
points is really big,” he said.
“Last year we wore averaging
in the high 30s. To get that type
of output where you basically
are doubling your point aver
age from the previous season
is huge.”

Sophomore guard Bryan
Larsen has made a difference
for the Bison of late.

“Bryan is such a player,” said
Payton. “He played the frst
half against ACC and then his
back tightened up. He’s done a
phenomenal job.”

Junior guard Eric Trujillo
also played well in the game.

“Eric sparked us off the bench,”
said Payton. “His ball-handling

ahility and getting to the rim
have been critical. He gets a lot

‘of people open looks.”

Senior Jeremy Biagi, a for-
ward-center, had 25 points in
the loss to IC Catholic Prep.
“That was a great game for
him,” said Payton. “We strug-

ys cagers pushing through adversity

gled in the first half of that
game putting - together our
offense. Our defense played
pretty " well. We held them to
24 points, but we only scored
12. It was a struggle on offense
the  first half, but a defensive
victory. Jeremy stepped up for
us and poured in everything he
could to keep us competitive.”

Fenton will compete in the
expanded Luther North tourna-
ment over the holidays.

“The field has been doubled
there,” said Payton. “This is our
first year there, You're guar-
anteed four games and poten-
tially five. This is a tournament
where we think we can be com-

petitive. I'm optimistic.” f

Warriors sitting at 4-2
in conference through

end of first round
By Mike Miazga
Correspondent

The Willowbrook girls basketball
team finished off the first round of West
Suburban Conference Gold Division
play in style.

The Warriors scored a pair of over-
time wins against Hinsdale South and
Morton. Willowbrook was 7-5 overall
and 4-2 in WSC Gold play after the
Morten win.

In a 44-41 overtime win over Hins-
dale South, Josie Zabran had 22 points
for the Warriors. Sam Schmidt added
eight points and Michala Giammarrino
added five points. Zabran also had 10
rebounds.

Hinsdaie led 13-7 after the first quar-
ter, but Willowbrook came back to take

a 20-16 lead at halftime. Willowbrook:

led by a point at 28-27 heading into the
fourth quarter.
“We didn't shoot particularly well

Addison Trail gymnast Casey Boksha wins individual title

By Mike Miazga
Correspondent

The Addison Trail girls gym- for,

Terra Garcia was the winner
of the Michael Myer Award
-as  Addison Trailcoach

against Hinsdale South,” said Willow-
brock coach Terry Harrell. “We played
well enough to get it done.”

In a 53-51 overtime win against Mor-
ton, the two teams were tied 15-15 after
the first quarter and 27-27 at halftime.
Willowbrook outscbred Morton 12-9 in
the third quarter, but Morton held an
11-8 edge in the fourth quarter, forcing
the extra session.

Zabran again led Willowbrook with
18 points to go with eight rebounds.
Giammarrino added nine points and
five rebounds, while Alyssa Spada had
seven points. Breonna Brown added six
points. Sam Schmidt pulled in a team-
high 17 rebounds and had five assists.
Alyssa Ressigner had three blocked
shots.

“We've been up and down for most
of the season,” said Harrell, “For awhile
we would win one, fose one, win one,
iose one and most of these games have
been by six or eight points, Lately, cur
defense has gotten better and we’ve
won conference games. We’re not scor-
ing (as much as) we would like, but the

meet,”

she said. “The girls are
continuing to improve and are
looking forward to the break so

defense has been much better. We're
starting to come together. It took -us
a little while to gét back to where we
should be playing. We've made some
adjustments with ball-handling. We’ve
figured out what we need to do.” i

Harrell has been pleased with the
team’s guard play of late.

“We’ve had some good puard play
from Michala (Giammartrino)-and Kel-
see (McGowan),” he said.

Bench play also has aided the team's
plight. “This last week here our bench
has been beginning to emerge a little bit
and that’s-a good thirg,” said Harrell.

In the Hinsdale South game, Harrell
liked the defensive efforts of Browd
and Cheyenne Brunig. “That was really
good to see their efforts,” he said.

Willowbrook has been paced in the
post by Zabran and Ressinger.

“Our posts have been solid most of
the year,” said Harrell. “Josie is averap-
ing 16 points and nine rebounds and
Alyssa Is averaging six points and eight
rebounds. Sam Schmidt is averaging six
points and eight rebounds for us and has

shown improvement of late
is sophomore Jessica Rosal.
“Jessica has really stepped up

been solid for us.”

Willowbrook opened play earlier this
week in the Wheaton Noith Christmas
tournament. )

“We’ll see what kind of depth we
have in that tournament,” said Harrell,

“There are so many games so quickly
that you can’t just depend on five our
six players. You need your bench to
contribute. We are making progress. As
we are gaining experience and the girls
are getting more comfortable, we are

playing together as a team more. I think

we have good things ahead of us.”

Earlier, Willowbrook scored a 58-32
conference win over neighbor Addison
Trail. Willowbrook led '18-11 after the
first quarter and then used a 16-2 second-
quarter to pull away.

Zabran had 13 points. Giammarri-
no added 11 peints (three 3-pointers).
Schmidt had 11 points ds well (two
3-pointers). Spada scored eight points.
Zabran also had seven rebounds, while
Kelsee McGowan had seven assists,
Willowbrook shot 6-for- 10 from the

3-point line. %

“The team is doing great
so far,” she said. “I am very
proud of what they have done

nastics team recently placed
sixth at the Hersey Invitation-
al.

The Blazers finished with a
team score of 130.075.

Individually,
sha won the beam event with
a score of 925 Kennedy
O’'Neill was fifth on bars and
floor, sixth on vault and eighth
in the all-around scoring.

Casey Bok--

Brandi Kissee explained, “her
dedication, hard work and
perseverance in the gym. She
is semeone who is consistent
with her routines and is some-
one the team always can count
on.”

Kissee likes what she is see-
ing in practice and in com-
petitions, “The team is doing
a great job staying motivated
and focusing on their goal each

they can focus on new skills,
The team has done a great
job of going into the gym and
being focused on what they
need to accomplish for the day.

.Some days I do rot even need

to tell them what they need to
work on because they already
know what I'am going to say.
Practices run really smooth
and they get a lot done.”
Another gymnast who has

recently,” said Kissee. “She is
a sophomore who is competing
all-around this year. Last year
she only competed in 'three
events and worked really hard
over the summeér to add bars.
If I' ask her to try a new skill,
once she gets the skill, the look
on her face is priceless.”

Kissee is anxious to see what
the team can accomplish in
2015,

already and I'm excited to see
where they are going to be at
the end of the season.”

Addison Trail returns to
action Jan. 8 with a West Sub-
urban Conference Gold Divi-
sion treet against District 88
neighbor Willowbreok in Vilia
Park. The team's final regular-
season home meet is Thursday
Jan. 15 against Leyden.
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Jeff Nellessen (top right) leads
a music production class Sept.
3 at Addison Trail High Schoot
that focuses heavily on the use
of technology.

Bill Ackerman file phato

Photo provided by the Addison Historical Socic

An illinois Cestral Railroad train travels south near the old depot at Lake Street and Addison Road in the early 1900s.

Look back at the area’s biggest stories

By MARY BETH VERSACI

mversacishawmedia.com

MARI GRIGALIUNAS

msleditorial@shawmedia.com

As the new year nears,
it’s time to revisit what made
2014 memorabie. From a big
anniversary to atrport noise,
this year’s top stories will live
on long after the ball drops
next week.

1. Happy anniversary

What happened: This year
marked Addison’s 130th an-
niversary as an incorporated
village.

The Addison area was first
settled abont 1834 by Euro-
pean immigrants looking for
farmland, and it was incorpo-
rated 50 years later.

Addison celebrated its
anniversary at the final Rock
‘N’ Wheels concert of the
summer. Addison singer and
songwriter Joe Kalish debuted
a special song he wrote just
for his town and later sang it
again at the annual Mayor’s
Community Charity Ball in
November.

Englishmen Hezekiah
Dunklee and Mason Smith are
credited as being the first set-
tlers to stake out homesites in
the area, inspiring its original
name of Dunklee’s Grove.

Many of the early.settlers
to the region wexre German
Lutherans, and Addison de-
veloped largely thanks to the
institutions started in town by
the Lutheran Church.

Next week

Find out what stones you
need to be followmg 1n 2015,

More memonies

Share your top 2014 mem-
ortes with us at facebook.
com/mysuburbanlife.

Quote of note: “As
residents of Addison, there
is so much we need to be
proud of and recogmize and
celebrate,” Addison Mayor Rich
Veenstra said.

The pop-

26,942 .0

Addison, according to the 2010

census
&

2. Technology growth

What happened: DuPage
High Sechool District 88 is
increasing the presence of
technology at its schools as
students’ personal use of tech-
nology continues to grow.

A few years ago, the dis-
trict started a bring-your-own-
device policy that allowed
students to use their smart-

phones, tablets and laptops in
class. More students are now
taking advantage of the oppor-
tunity, and a laptop checkout
program to increase students’
accessibility to technology
also was expanded this school
year.

New this year, District 88
students can take a blended
online P.E. class for individu-
alized fitness instead of a tra-
ditional P.E. class. Students
are given heart rate monitors
along with physical tasks or
benchmarks. They meet peri-
odically with their teacher but
exercise on their own while
the heart rate monitor collects
data about their workont.

This is the first class that
uses the district’s Nucleus
learning management system,
which allows teachers to
post class information and
assignments online, a5 well as
set up class forums or discus-
sions similar to online college
courses.

Quote of note: “It's
definitely a needed and
essential part of how kids are
learning,” District 88 Divector of
Technology, Leaming and Teaching
Aaron Lenaghan said.

l The number of laptop
carts each District 88
school has

3. No noise

What happened: Voters in
siburbs near Chicago (O’Hare
International Airport over-
whelmingly showed their
support Nov. 4 for measures to

help mitigate airport noise.

In Bensenville, residents
voted in favor of developing ¢
planto address noise, requir-
ing airlines to “fly quiet” fro:
10 p.m. to 7 a.m. and establis}
ing a noise level metric. Kact
referendum measure receive
more than 90 percent of the
vote.

Similar measures passed
in Bloomingdale, Ttasca and
Wood Dale as well, with abou
80 percent to more than 90
percent of the vote.

Airport noise also was a
major campaign issue in the
race for the DuPage County
Board District 1 seat, which
represents Addison, Bensen-
ville, Bloomingdale, EIm-
hurst, Itasca and Roselle.

The topic flared up-dutring
a board meeting Oct. 14, with
claims of politicking and
inaction.

Several members of the
public, including former
District 1 candidate Rolland
“Rolly” Waller and former
county clerk candidate Jean
Kaczmarek, both Democrats,
spoke during the meeting
about the board’s slow re-
sponse to increased noise ne:
O’Hare airport.

Quote of note: “I feel that
[the board] can play a much
bigger role,” former DuPage
County Board District 1 candidate
Rolland “Rolly” Waller said,

The lowest percentage

7, of votes an O’'Hare
noise referendutn measure
received in the Nov., 4 electio
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YEAR OF THE CHAMPION |

By DAN SANTAROMITA
dsantaromita@shawmedia.com

With 2015 in its early
stages, there is no better time
to take one last look back on
the successes IC Catholic,
Timothy Christian and York
student athletes had in a slew
of sports during the 2014 cal-
endar year.

School: York
Sport: Boys track
Place: State champions

State run: The Dukes won
a fifth boys track state title
in the spring to send retir-
ing coach Stan Reddel out a .

winner. York scored 40 points,

just edging ahead of the 36

points scored by Edwardsville

and Lake Park and the 34
points from Neuqua Valley.
Quote; “Everyone who

came down contributed,;

everyone wanted to do well for

each other, And we wanted to
do this for coach Reddel. He is
a phenomenal coach, heisa
phenomenal guy and he’s our
friend.” high jumper Reid Smith

Name: Kelly McNamara, Addj-
son Trail/Willowbraok co-op
Sport: Girls swimming, 100-
yard butterfly
Place: State champion

State rum; McNamara had
been building towards this
state title, which she won in
November. She was sixth in
the 100-yard butterfly as a
sophomore and second as a
junior. The senior capped it
all off by breaking her own

school record in the prelims to

earn the top seed in the final,
which she won with a time of
54,83 seconds.

Quote: “T'm a liitle bit in
shock. I wasn't actually sure
ifI would win or not, so it’s
really nice.” Kelly McNamara

School: Timothy Christian
Sport: Boys soccer
Place: Class 1A runner-up
State run: The Trojans
made it to state for the first
time since winning in 2009
by defeating Latin in penalty
kicks in the supersectional.
Once at the Corn Crib in
Normal for the finals in No-

Have a question or comment?
Contact Sports Editor Jason Rossi, jrossi@shawmedia.com or 630-427-6271

York track title tops list
of memorable moments

T2 photo by Bil Ackerman -

Timothy Christian goalkeeper Ben Lodewyk is mobbed by celebrating teammates Oct. 28 after the Trujans won a penalty kick shootout against
Latin to earn a berth in the state semifinals. TC went on to finish second at the Class 1A state finals.

vember, Timothy won another »~

penalty shootout in the semi-
final against Harvard before
losing 2.0 to Columbia in the
final. Senior Tyler Vlasak led
the team with 27 goals and 16
assists in 25 matches.

Quote: “Ti’s something
they’ll never forget, Ultimate-
ly they came up a litile short,
but in time I think they’ll
realize they accomplished
something pretty special.”
coach Joe Grit

Sehool: York
Sport: Boys track, 4x100 relay
Place: Second in Class 3A.

State run: Jeff Ostling, Josh
Farrar, Greg Gornick and
Itoro Akpakpan teamed up to
earn the highest finish and
most points for York in one
event. All four were seniors
last spring and finished in
41.48 seconds, just two-hun-
dredths of a second behind
winners Lake Park.

Quote: “That was an awe-

o4

43

X Manica Synatt file photo - msynett@shawmedia.com
Addison Trail-Willowbrook co-op senior swimmer Kelly McNamara competes in the 100-yard butterfly final
in November during the IHSA state meet. McNamara earned her third state medal and first championship
i her final high school meet.

some moinent, an awesome Name: Jordan Rowell, IC varsity athlete in three sports
experience. We really cleaned  Catholic as a freshman-and capped
things up. All year, we had Sport: Boys track, 206-meter off his fantastie school year
one bad handoff here or one dash by earning all-state honors
bad handoff there. We put it Place: Third in Class 1A

all together.” Joff Ostling State run: Rowell was a See CHAMPION, page 22



York’s Ryan Camp dribbles past Wheaton North's Nick lordan
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Tuesday at York's Jack Tosh tournament. The Dukes went 2-2 at the
event and take a 6-5 record into 2015.

York gets ‘great experience’
at Tosh Holiday Tournament

By DAN SANTAROMITA
dsantaromita@shawmedia.com

ELMHURST - Hosting the
32-team Jack Tosh Holiday
Tournament last week made
for a busy week for York
players, coaches and staff off
the court, but the Dukes also
had some tough games on the
court.

York, which had made the
final the past two years, went
2-2 at the tournament. The
Dukes opened with a 58-47
win against Minooka before
losing 64-48 against River-
side Brookfield. In the con-
solation bracket York beat
Hinsdale South 53-51 and lost
65-46 against Wheaton North
in the finale.

“This was a great tourna-
ment for us,” coach Vince
Doran said. “We got great
experience. We played four
very good teams and to come
out 2-2 was really good, actu-
ally, playing the competition
we played and getting in the
winners’ bracket right away.
Two good wins, Minooka has
done well here after we beat
them, they won their next two
games, and ... Hinsdale South,
who is very talented. We com-
peted against RB and Whea-
ton North, we just let those
games get away firom us.”

Senior Jayvon Thomas re-
turned to the team after miss-
ing York’s two games before
the tournament. The guard
scored in dowuble figures in all
four games and led the team
each game. He scored 28 in
the loss against RB and av-

eraged 20.75 points per game
during the tournament.

“It was nice getting Jay-
ven back,” senior guard Luke
Libert said. “Obviously he’s
a very good offensive play-
er. He allows us to drive and
kick for threes. We hadn't
been shooting it that well,

but once we got those drive.

and kicks we knocked them
down a little better.”

Libert scored in double fig-
ures in each of the Dukes’ past
two games. The first consola-
tion game had a little moxe in-
trigue because Doran coached
Hinsdale South through the
2010-2011 season before. tak-
ing over at York. Doran still
teaches at the Darien school
and knows some of the play-
ers on the team.

“A couple of those kids
I have in class and are real
good kids so I guess they can't
talk any garbage to me the
rest of the year,” Doran joked.

York now brings a 6-5 re-
cord into 2015. The first game
of the year will be Jan. 6 at
Naperville North. The Dukes
return to West Suburban Sil-
ver play Jan. 9 against Down-
ers Grove North in Elmhurst.

“We're going to get into
the heat of things now with
a tough nonconference game
first with Naperville North,
who is playing real well right
now,” Doran said. “In league
play we're 1-1right now. We're
going to get down the stretch
and get into some real battles.

“Everyone is looking forward

to playing in some exciting
games coming up here.”
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IC Catholic’s boys basket-

ball team won all three pool
play games at the IC/West-
mont Invite to make the tour-
nament final on Tuesday, IC
defeated Elmwood Park 63-48,
Latin 68-54 and Evergreen
Park 75-47.
" In the final St. Edward beat
the Enights 58-41. Troy Burrows
and Rhashaun Epting scored 10
points each in the final.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Timothy Christian

The Trojans went 1-3 at
York’s Jack Tosh Holiday
Tournament. El1k Grove beat
the Trojans 35-38 in the first
round. In consolation play,
TC lost 58-52 against Sand-
burg before beating Ridge-
wood 61-51. In the finale, Tim-
othy lost 65-38 against Stagg.
| Ben Lodewyk averaged 10.75
points per game during the
tournament.

“We love to play big teams,
it helps to toughen us up,”
coach Jack LeGrand said.
“We're getting there. We made
about five steps forward in
this tourney, and then about
two steps back.”

The Trojans (6-8) are trav-
eling to California for a ser-
vice project that will include
a game on Jan. 6 at Crean Lu-
theran High School in Irvine.

“We’re excited to get there
and I think [against Stagg]
we might have been looking
ahead to some of those fun
times,” LeGrand said of his

team’s performance in the
tournament finale. l/
Addison Trail

The Blazers won their
opener at the Centralia Hol-
iday Tournament, beating
University City (Mo.) 57-40 in
the first round. Taylor White
scored 17 points and Zachary
Novak added 14. In the quar-
terfinal on Tuesday, AT lost

| IC boys play for tourney titie

50-25 against tournament host
Centralia after shooting 5-for-
37 from the field.

WRESTLING
York

The Dukes placed eighth
out of 16 teans at DeKalb’s Don
Flavin Invite on Tuesday. York
went 2-1 in pool competition
with wins against Waubonsie
Valley (50-36) and Stagg (54-16)
and a loss to' Naperville North
(58-15). In day two bracket com-
petition, the Pukes lost to Pros-
pect (64-13), Batavia {46-28) and
Plainfield Central (39-27).

GIRLS BASKETBALL
IC Catholic

The Knights took on big
school competition at the Os-
wego East Holiday Classic
Tournament and went 2-2,
placing sixth out of 16 teams.
In the consolation bracket the
Knights beat Harlem 51-27 and
lost 48-3% against Metea Valley.

By DAN SANTAROMITA
dsantarcmita@shawmedia.com

OSWEGO - Whatever York’s
girls basketball team has been
doing to prepare for and play at
the Oswego East Holiday Clas-
sic Tournament the past two
years has been working.

The Dukes defended their
| tournament title and beat some

strong teams along the way.

York entered last year’s tour-
nament with a losing record
and won the title. This year the
Dukes entered with a 64 record
after some up and down play,
but turned it on around Christ-
mas to retain the title.

“T think every start to every
season yow're always trying to
find the right balance, the right
players and matchups and
what you do well,” coach John
Constable said. “I think last
year and this year, this year in
particular, we just found the
right balance at the right time
on offense and defense.”

Sarah Milkowski was
named the tournament MVP
and Jessica Bianchi joined her
on the all-tournament team.

I A year ago Bianchi was the

Lady Dukes

defend tournament titie

MVP and Milkowski was also
all-tournament.

Milkowski averaged just
under 18 points per game and
eight rebounds through the
first three games, but felt sick
in the final against Sycamore,
Milkowski didn’t score and
pulled in four rebounds.

“If you had told me her stat
line at the end of that cham-
pionship game and that we
would have won, I wouldn't
have believed you,” Constahle
said, “Megan Backman came
off the bench and was on fire.
She single-handedly kept us in
the game offensively. Jess Bi-
anchi and Alyssa Kovatchis did
a great job of finding her.”

Kelly Polte, who was out
sick for the first two games
of the tournament, made her
only start against Sycamore
and grabbed a team-high six
rehounds while matching up
against a player Constable de-
scribed as a strong post player.

Backman had a team-high 18
points in the 50-43 victory and
was 5-for-6 from 3-point range.
Bianchi had 15 points and six
assists. Kovatchis scored nine
points and had four assists,

Earlier in the tournament,
York defeated Joliet 63-33,
Flainfield North 46-26 and West
Suburban Gold leader Proviso

East 50-43. Constable credited |

the team's overall defense, es-
pecially the play of Jamie Ko-
vatchis, for leading the team’s
title run. :

“There wasn't a game that
she had [to guard] a player that
... wasn't usually a 1520 points
per game scorer,” Constable
said. “Especially in the cham-
pionship game, she had her
hands full with a girl from Syc-
amore that can flat cur score.
Jamie Kovatchis was just on
lock down.”

The 10-4 Dukes next play at
Lake Park on Jan. 6. The next
West Suburban Silver game
is at Dowmers Grove North on
Jan. 9.

“I think momentum wise we
have the senior gnards to keep
us competitive in every game
that we play this year,” Con-
stable said. “If we play defense
the way that we did during this
tournament and we're able to
shoot the ball the way we did ...
I think we’re going to be pretty
good.”
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Continued from page 20

in three track events in the
spring. He was third in the
200-meter dash, sixth in the
100 dash and was a part of the
Knights’ 4200 relay, which
placed eighth.

Quote: “I loved the atmo-
sphere and I loved seeing
the big crowds. I kind of got
nervous, but when the race
starts, you just have to run
your race.” lordan Rowell

Name: Reid Smith, York
Sport: Boys track, high jump
Place: Third in Class 3A

State rws: Smiith, a senior
last spring, took third in the
high jump by clearing 6-foot-
8. He was the top individual
place winner for state champi-
on Dukes,

Top-10 finishes in the high

jump for Smith, who was
ninth in the event as a jumior.

School: York
Sport: Boys track, 4x200 relay
Place: Third in Class 3A

State run: Jake Sacksteder,
Josh Farrar, Greg Gornick
and ltoro Akpakpan gave
the Dukesa second top-three
relay finish at state. Sackst-
eder was the only junior with

three seniors. Farrar, Gornick
and Akpakpan medaled in two

relays at state,
The relay

1:26.66 v

in the state final race.
School; IC Catholic
Sport: Girls baskethall

York's Josh Farrar (middle) nears the finish fine in the 100-meter dash
finals on May 31 at the state meet in Charleston. Farrar was fifth in the
event, helping the Dukes win the team championship.

Place: Fourth in Class 24

State nm: The Knights won
every game in the regional and
sectional rounds of the playoffs
by double digits and edged Se-
ton Academy 40-38 in the super-
sectional to earn the program’s
first trip to state. At state, IC
lost a pair of close games to take
fourth, Seniors Grace Vitek and
Rory Manion were standout
seniors for the Knights,
9 State trophies IC has in

girls basketball,

Name: Josh Farrar, York
Sport; Boys track, 100-meter
dash

Place: Fifth in Class 34

State nn; Farrar finished
with a time of 10.87 seconds in
the 100-meter dash final. Then a
senior, he also competed in the
4x100 and 4x200 relays as both
events placed in the top three.

L E !

IC Catholic’s Jordan Rowell waves
to the crowd in May after receiv-
ing a state miedal for his finish in
the 200-meter dash. Rowell, then
a freshman, placed third in the
event in the Class 1A field.

Events in which Farrar
earned all state honors,
including two relays.

i

Shaw Medla iile phmns

York’s Reid Smith competes in the high jump at the Class 3A state meet
in May. Smith placed third in the event and helped the Dukes to the

‘team title in the process.

Name: Matt Plowman, York
Sport: Boys track, 800-meter

rumn

Place: Fifth in Class 3A
State run: Plowman, also

a standout cross country

runner, used his distance

running experience to con-

tribute to the Dukes’ track

title by placing in the 800-me-
ter run. He finished the race
in 1:54.80.

Quote: “It’s cool to medal,
butI just wanted to get points
for my team. It was a fast race,
a good race, and I was just
happy to be a part of it.” Matt
Plowman

f*ﬁ ChevyDrives leagn com
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Have a question or comment?
Contact Sports Editor Yason Rossi, jrossi@shawmedia.com or 630-427-6271

Holiday tourney time for AT, IC, TC, York hoops

T

By DAN SANTAROMITA
dsantaromita@shawmedia.com

It’s holiday season, which
in the world of high school
sports means basketball towx-
naments. Here's the outlook
for boys and girls teams from
Addisen Trail, IC Catholic,

Timothy Christian and York: ]
BOYS M
Addison Trail

Tournament: Centralia Holiday
Tournament

Location: 2100 E, Calumet St.,
Centralia

First game: 9:15 p.m. Monday
vs. University City (Mo.)

What o watch: Despite grad-

uating a lot of key talent from |

last year’s team, AT s 9-1 and
has twe tournament titles al-
ready at Elmwood Park and at
the Biazers’ own pre-holiday
tournament.

Senior returners Tavlor
White and Matt Gontarek have
been key, but newcomers Jaavi-
on Bradley, Eric Grygo and
Ryan Zigowicz have stepped up
to make AT a deep team.

A win against University
would mean a likely meeting
with host Centralia in the see-
ond round.

IC Catholic

Townament: IC/Westmont Invite
Location: 217 S. Cottage Hill,
Elmhurst

First game: 7:30 p.m. today vs.
Elmwood Park

What to watch: IC co-hosts
this tournament with West-
mont, per usual, and even has
the same pool play opponents —
Elmwood Park, Latin and Ever-
green Park — as last year, when
IC fmished in third place.

Junior Rhashaun Epting
leads an athletie, but young,
IC roster which is 6-2 entering
tournament play, Juniors Will
Lyles and Troy Burrows and
sophomores Austin Reed and
Jordan Rowell are also part of
the Knights’ young core.

Timothy Christian
Tournament: Jack Tosh
Holiday Classic

L
. Sports {o your phone

Visit shawurl.com/texds o
sigh up il receive sports scores
and sherts from Suburban Lfe. .

£

P!
- .
dia.com

Bill Ack

York’s Jack Julian (left} guards Lyons Township's Harrison Niego on Dec. 5. Julian and the Dukes will have
home-court advantage at the Jack Tosh Holiday Classic tournament at York.

-Location: 355 W. St. Charles

Road, Elmhurst
First game: 8:30 a.m, today vs.
Elk Grove

What to wateh: The Trojans
return to York for the second
straight holiday season, and
for the second straight holiday
season they open against Elk
Grove, which was one of eight
teams to receive a seed in the
32-team towrnament.

Timothy brings a 5-4 re-
cord into the tournament this
year, but hasn’t played a Class
44 school yet. Six of the eight
teams in the Trojans’ quarter
of the bracket are 4A schools.

York
Tournament: Jack Tosh
Holiday Classic

Location: 355 W. St. Charles
Road, Elmburst

First game: 8 p.m. today vs,
Minooka

What to watch: York has
made the final of its own hol-
iday tournament the past two
years, losing last year and win-
ning in 2012,

The Dukes have a young
team which enters the tourna-
ment with a 4-3 record. York
could see undefeated River-
side Brookfield in the second
round if it gets past Minooka.

Senior guard Jayvon Thom-
as is the team’s leading scorer.
Luke Libert is the only other
returning player with varsity
experience, Juniors Jack Mor-
rissey, Jack Julian and Ryan
Camp are among the contrib-

uting newcomers,

GIRLS
York

. Tournament: Oswego East

Holiday Classic Tournament
Location: 1525 Harvey Road,
Oswego

Next game: 1 p.m. today vs.
Proviso East

What to watch: A year ago the
Dukes were just 3-8 when they
headed to Oswego East and won
the tournament title. This sea-
son York has still heen incon-
sistent, but is off to a better start
and entered with a 6-4 record.

dJess Bianchi (2013 tourna-
ment MVP) and Sarah Milkow-
ski (2013 all-tournament team)
are among the Dukes’ reitrn-

ing players.

York defeated Joliet Cen-
tral 63-33 in the first round and
Plainfield North 46-26 in the
quarterfinals to earn a semifi-
nal date with Proviso East.

IC Catholic

Tournament: Oswego East
Holiday Classic Tournament
Location: 1525 Harvey Road,
Oswego

Next game: 2:30 p.m. today vs.
Harlem

What to watch: The Knights
are back at Oswego East, which
means a field of larger schoois.
After opening with a 39-38 win
against the host Wolves, the
Enights lost against Downers
Grove South 50-49,

They still have two consola-
tion games remaining,

Timothy Christian
Tournament: Holiday Cage
Classic

Lecation: Lisle High School,
1800 Short St., Lisle

First game: 8 p.m. today vs.
Coal City

What to watch: Afier a slow
start the Trojans have picked
up their play recently. TC had
a four-game winning streak
until a loss Saturday against
Chicago Christian.

At 5-5, Timothy is showing
great improvement from a-
year ago. Juliana Stremler and
Kaitlyn Gehrke are the key
players leading the Trojans to

the Lisle tourney.

Addison Trail

Toumament: Riverside
Brookfield Holiday Classic
Location: 160 Ridzewood Rd.,
Riverside

Hext game: 11 a.m. today vs.
Shepard

What to watch: The Blazers
headed inte towrnament play
fresh off their first confer-
ence win of the season, 63-53,
against Leyden on Dec. 19.

AT lost tourney pool play
games against Glenbard East
and South Shore. AT faces
Shepard before two placement
games cit Saturday.
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PREP ROUNDUP
Tough quad field tests York wrestling

SUBURBAN LIFE MEDIA

After hosting Oswego East
in a dual Dec. 18, the York
wrestling team competed in
the Plainfield South Super
Quad on Saturday.

Facing some top competi-
tion at the event, the Dukes
lost matches against Glenbard
East, Wheaton North, Whea-
ton Warrenville South and the
host Cougars.

WRESTLING
Addison Trail

The Blazers placed sixth
out of 16 teams at the Lake
Park Invite on Saturday. Mike
Huynh, at 113 pounds, and
Karim Fuentes, at 285 pounds,
were finaljsts.

GIRLS BOWLING
York

The Dukes placed third at
the West Aurora Invite on Sat-
urday. York’s next meet is Jan.
6 at Addison Trail ..

GIRLS GYMNASTICS
York

The Dukes lost to two-time
defending state champion Ly-
ons Township 143-102.85 Dec.
19 in La Grange.

The next day, York headed
to the Palatine Invite, where
it placed fifth out of eight

ENDS

E X &
Erica Benson - ebenson@shawmedia.com

York's Tom Helton wrestles at 285 pounds Dec. 19 in a match against
Oswego East’s Ryan Ingalls. The Dukes also wrestled Saturday at the

Plainfield South Super Quad.

VA

teams with a score of 120.75. Addison Trail

Maggie Thoele had York’s

The Blazers hosted the Win-

best all-around score with ter Tumbleland Invitational on
a total of 31.7, good for 12th Saturday and placed third out of

place.

SHEINGS

2094 CHEVY SILVERABO 1500 CREW CAR V-8 ALL-STAR EDITION
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six teams with a score of 131.45.

cefee, ChevyDrivesChicag

AL AN

/4

Blazers’ benich comes
through big in AT win

By DAN SANTAROMITA

dsantaromita@shawmedia.com

FRANELIN PARK — Af-
ter a disastrous start to the
third quarter that put Addi-
son Trail behind by 16 points
against Leyden, coach Bren-
dan Lyons pulled his entire
starting lineup off the court,
and the bench rewarded his
move.

The Blazers trailed by
as many as 17 points in the
third, but rallied for a 63-53
win aided by 30 points from
bench players. AT is now 9-1
overall, the best start in Ly-
ons’ eighi-year tenure, and
2-1 in the West Suburban
Gold heading into the Cen-
tralia Holiday Tournament
starting Dec. 29,

“I don't think anybody ex-
pected us to be 9-1 to be hon-
est, but we had it in us,” ju-
nior forward Eric Grygo said.
“We're just showing it now
and we’re turning heads.”

Leyden led 25-20 at half-

time and opened the. third-

quarter on an 11-0 run. The
first seven points came with-
in the first 35 seconds of the
quarter after two turnovers
in the Blazers’ end of the
court.

Soon after, Lyons brought
in five new plavers off the
bench. This Blazers team has

Hali of Famar
Dan Hampton

enough depth to put a second
squad on the floor and get
something out of them. Later
in the quarter, AT went on a
13-0 run to get within 39-35.

“That first minute of the
third quarter, it was almost
comical in terms of the bad
decisions that we made,” Ly-
ons said. “Something had to
change. If that meant seniors
who have done a ton of stuff
for a couple years had to sit
down for a while, then that’s
what that meant. I couldn’t
watch.

“T applaud our guys for re-
sponding.”

Jaavion Bradley (12
points) and Ryan Zigowicz
(13 points) were part of the
bench sgquad that led the
comeback. A Zigowicz 3 with
1:58 left in the game gave
AT a 55-52 lead and started a
game-closing 13-1 run for the
Blazers.

“I don’t think I've ever
been down that much and
came back in a game like
that,” said Grygo, who had
nine points and six rebounds.
“Our stamina was down and
our enthusiasm was down,
but the important thing was
o keep going and keep trying
hard and keep coming back.”

Seniors Maft Gontarek
and Taylor White scored 12
points each,

g:cam
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Year in review...

(Continued fromn tha previous page)
Bullwinkel sald the seven town hall meetings
regarding road repairs that took place in the 16
months leading up to the election were a
significant factor in the approval of the
referendum,

“Now that we have a funding source we can
get to work 0 (ix the roads that we’ve been
complaining about for many, many years.”

Accerding to information provided by the .

village during the presentations at the town hall
meetings, the approval of the referendum will
result in & tax increase of about $15.25 per
month, or about §183 per year, for the owner of
a home valued at $250,000. The information,
which is also posted on the village's Web site
(www.invillapark.com), also states that the
approval will result in an increase of $6.10 per
month per $100,000 of a home’s market value.

¥illage officials stated during the town hall
meetings that the only dedicated funding
source to road repuirs was a half-cenr sales tax,
which generates about $1.5 million each year,
The village presentations stated that complete
reconstruction of a road costs more than $1
million per mile, while resurfacing costs from
$350,000 to $450,000 per mile.

Shortly after voters approved the
referendum, the Villa Park Village Board voted
unsnimously tc approve an  ordinance
providing for the issuance of up 1o $1G million
in general obligation, tax-exempt bonds.
Atcording to Villa Park Village Manager Rich
Keehner, the village is issuing nearly $10
million in bonds before the end of 2014
because current interest rales are extremely
favorable. Keehner said the village plans to
issue about $10 million more in bonds in early
2015. The remaining $3 million will be issned
when required, The village will have 20 years
to pay back the borrowed money. According to
the village's financial advisers, the current
interest rate for the recentdy borrowed amount
of about $10 million is about 3.63 percent.

Keehner said during the village board
meztings of Nov. 10 and Mov. 17 that there will
be an aggressive construction schedule in Villa
Park in 2015 that will include several
resurfacing  projects.  He said  strest
reconstruction projects will take longer than
the resurfacing projects because they require
more design work. The village manager noted
that each reconstruction job will be bid
individually, with the lowest responsible bidder
landing each project.

Four years ago, Villa Park voters rejected 2
similar referendum to borrow money for road
repairs. The question on the ballot in the
election of Feb. 2, 2010, proposed the village
bomow up to $27.5 million for street and storm
sewer repairs. Voters rejected the proposal by a
margin of 56.5 to 43.5 percent (2,240 against
and 1,726 in favor).

Cannabis dispensary in Villa Park?

The Villa Park Village Board meeting of
Aug. 23 inciuded a presentation from u
representative of & group wishing to open a
medical marijuana dispensary in the village.

Tami Wanless, the dispensing agent-in-
charge of Solace Solutions, delivered the

Graduation...

WILLOWBROOK. HIGH SCHOOLS
55th annual cemmencement exercises
took place on the afternoon of June 8 in
the school gymnasium. The schoal’s Class
of 2014, which included more than 500
graduates, entered the gymnasium as the
school orchestra played “Pomp and
GCircumstance.” Principal Dan Krause then
gave brief welcoming remarks and
introduced the members of Willowbrook's
sanior cheir, who performed two songs.
The two student speakers during the
ceremony were class president Rokas
Dubinas and Santhanam Kumar, who held
tha top acaderic ranking in the graduating
class. The photo on the right shows
sevaral of Willowbrook's newest alumni
members tossing their caps into the air at
ihe conclusion of the caremony.

Pholas by Chris Fox

Happy
New Year!

presentation on Aug. 25, stadng that Solace
Solutions was in the process of submitting an
application to the state of Ilinois (applications
were due Sept. 22) to open a medical
marijuana dispensary in a vacant building on
the 600 block of North Addison Road —which
is about two blocks south of North Avenue and
in a zoned M-I light industrial distriet,
‘Wanless, a College of DuPage professor and a
registered dental hygienist, noted during her
Aug. 25 presentation that up 1o 60 dispensaries
will be licensed in Dllinois. Of thosc 60, three
will be allowed in DuPage County,

According to the state’s Compassionale
Use of Medical Cannabis Pilot Program Act,
which went into effect at the beginning of
2014, all of the dispensaries in the state must
be located at least 1,000 feet from schools, day
care centers and churches.- Additionally, state
law requires that the Tllinois State Police must
have access to-around-the-clock live video
surveillance of every dispensary in the state.

According to Wanless, patients must be
diagnosed with ome of more than 40
debilitating medical conditicns to be eligible
to buy medical cangabis in. illinois. Each
patignt would be allowed to purchase up to 2.5
ounces of cannabis every 14 days. Speaking at
the village board meeting on Nov. 17, Wanless
said the potential facility i Villa Park would
include 15 full-ime and 10 part-time
employees,

As Villa Park Trustee Albert Bulthuis noted
during the Aug. 25 meeting, the village board
could not stop a dispensary from opening in
Villa Park. The board could, however, require
that such a facility be located in an M-1
district,

Wanless and Solace Solutions had to seek a
new location for the potential dispensary in
Villa Park because the initial location on the
600 block of North Addison was within 1,000
feet of a licensed home day care facility. Solace
Solutions chose a vacant office building at 851
N. Villa Ave., locared just south of the Odeum.
That facility, however, is not in an M-1 district.
The village’s planning and zoning co
voted in favor of rezoning the property to an
M-1 district.

The Villa Park Village Board considered
the isgue in its bostd meeting on Nov. 17.
Three board members {Bulthuis, Chris Aiello
and Donald Kase) voted in favor of the first
reading of the ordinance to rezone the property.
Three other board members (Robert Taglia,
Robert Wagner and Villa Park Village
President Deborah Buliwinkel) voted against
the measure. The 3-3 tie resulted in the failure
of the ordinance advancing to a second reading
at the board’s next meeting.

There were reportedly more than 20
applications for the three available licenses in

DuPage Ceunty. The state is expected to award ~

the tiree licenses in early 2015,
Davis resigns from the village board

" Villa Park Village Trustee John Davis
resigned from the village board at the Oct. 27
meeting. Davis stated after that meeting that he
resigned for health reasons, Davis was the
senior member of the village board, which
includes six trustees and the village president,
He was appointed in the fall of 2006 and

Blood drive in Villa Park on Saturday;
donors receive a $10 gift card

LifSomce will wld & Villa 180k vommunsty blewd dive on Saturday, Jan 3, 2015, fiam
Bzm to2pm at the Viia Park Veterans of Foleisn Wars (wFW) Fost No 2801, located at
3910 5t Chatles Road Toachedis an Jopointment, call LeteSumrce at 877-543-37%  or visd
www lifesource oig and use code VPIB Whiie appomtments are preterrod, waik-tas will by
wolcome All prexcnting donors will recerve o $10 Visa gatt card

Pumurs rust be du st 17 years old, cr 16 ycars al2 with sigmee parental consent Proper
wdent:fication (a LifeScwise or mmiitary B, dnivess hicenae, puissport, emplives or seadeat ID

mefading full name and penoze) 5 reqired @ Anadte blood

Villa Park Youth Baseball offers
online registration for 2015

Villa Park Youth Baseball's onling
registration for the 2015 season is up and
runnigg at the organization's Web site,
wwwypyb.com. Players are able to register
enline for the new season and 1o participate in
upcoming camps. Visit the Web site for

.complete dstails.

In-person registration for the 2015 season
will take place on Jan. 10 and Jan. 17 at the
Towa Community Center, located at 338 Jowa
Ave. Each registrahon session will take place
from % a.m. to noon, Candy bar pickups and
vniform fitting will be available at each of the
sessions.

Arctic chiil...

THE PHOTO ¢n the right, takan on the
afternoon of -Jan. & outside of the
Community Bank of DuPage & 2 W
Roosevelt. Road in Villa Park, shows a
reading of 14 degrees below zero. The
official temperature at the National Weather
Service's recording  site at  O'Hare
International Airport was as low as 16
degrees below zero earlier in the day
Students at area schools were supposed to
raturn from a two-wesk break on Jan. 8, but
heavy show and brutally cold temperatures
cancalled classes on both Jan. § and Jan. 7.
Another blast of subzero temparatures
cancelled two more days of school on Jan.
27 and Jan. 28. The official low temperature
on Jan. 28 reached 11 degrees below zero,
while the wind-chill factor on that day was as
low as 30 degrees below zero.

ehected to fill yut a two-year term in the spring
of 2007. He was re-elected o four-year terms
in 2009 and 2013, villa Park Village President
Deborah Bullwinkel announced near the end
of the Oct, 27 meeting that she weouid not
appoint anyone to serve the remaining time of
Davis’s current term. Voters will decide who
will serve out the term during the election of
April 7,2015. The deadline to file to run in that
election was Dec. 22, Three candidates—Nick
Cuzzone Sr., Catherine Sewell and Diane
Blair-Sherlock—will run to serve the
remaining two years of Davis’s term.

The four-year terms of current trustces
Chris Afello, Albert Bulthuig and Donald Kase
expire in the spring of 2015. All three trustees
are running for re-election. They will be joined
by one challenger— Bradley Phillips—in the

Villz Park Youth Baseball wilt welcome o
former Major League Baseball player who will
conduct an instructional camp in 2015, There
will be a one-time charge of $25 for the 50-
minute clinic, All participants will receive a 12-
week hitting manual.

Villa Park Youth Baseball is open to any boy
or girl between the ages of 5 to 18. All basebull
registrants must be at least 5 years old by Sept.
1, 2015, and must not be older than 18 as of
Sept. 1, 2015. Girls fast-pitch sofiball is open to
players ages & to 14. Al softhall registrants must
be 8 as of Jan. 1, 20t15, and must not be alder
than 18 years as of Jan. 1, 2015.
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Bank
lgf DuPage

LU'II

e |.1|

Park Village Board.
¥illa Park turns 100

The Village of Villa Park’s centennial
celebration featured several events during the
weekend of Aug. 8-10. The village officially
turned 100 on Friday, Aug. 8. One day later, a
large crowd attended-a village picnic under
idea! weather conditicas at Cortesi Park. The
picnic, which began at 12:45 p.n. and
continued uniil 11 p.m., included multiple Live
music performances and an evening fireworks
display that originated from nearby Lions Park.
Villa Park Veterans of Foreign Wars (VYFW)
Post No. 2801 prepared and served 12 inside
rounds of beef and several pork shoulders at
the picnic. All of that meat sold out during the
course of the: day’s celebration.
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‘Warrior Project’ adopts families for Christmas

WILLOWBROOK HIGH SCHOGL students and facully rembers representing the. scheol's Student
Council “Warrior Project” recently delivered a load of Christmas presents to the York Township Food Pantry
‘for its annual “Adopt A Family® Ghristmas gift pragram. Thg gitts were distributed to the children of pantry
client farvilies in time for Christmas. Pictured with some of the donations ave (. to r.) York Township
Supenvisor John W. Valle, Willowbrock teacher Jamie Gourley, students Mia Railing, Micala. Giammarino,
Karl Land, Kelsey Linnig and Tommy King and teacher Brandon Murphy. Every year, York Township brings
together families with local individuals, companies and organizations, such as the “Warrior Project,” who
wish to help at Christmas fime, *i want to thank the “Warricr Project’ for their ongoing support,” said Valle.
“Year after year, the students and faculty of Willowbrock High School support our effarts to make the
holidays happier for York Township residents.”

DuPage Habitat receives donations

Bank of America has donated a
two-bedroom  conde to DuPage
Habitat for Humanity in support of the
affiliate’s efforts to build affordable
housing in parnership with low-
income familiss in DuPage County,
They have also committed o a
$50,000 corporate donation to suppart
the mission.

The donations are part of a national
partnership with Habitat for Humanity
International through which the bunk
will donate up (o 2,600 vacant
properties  for  renovation or
reconstruction over the next three
years. In DuPage County low-income
families will build in partnership with
DuPage Habitat volunteers over the
next twe months, rehabilitating local
donated properties,

“The donation of properties by
Bank of America has enabled DuPage
Habitat for Humanity te provide
additional affordable housing for
families within DuPage County,” said
Jenpifer Teff, Family Services
manager for DuPage Habitat for
Humanity. “Because of this waork and
thanks in pan to Bank of America, we
here at Habitat are able to fulfill our
missicn: Habitar for Humanity brings
people together to build homes,
comrwnity and hope.”

Fhﬁ ;
|
|

DuPage Habitar for Humanity’s
goal for fiscal year 2015 is to help 21
limitecd-income families in need of
affordable housing, The affiliate plans
on executing this goal by consiruction
of two new homes, five rehab projects,
fonr multi-family homes and 10 repair
projects. These homes will be
consiructed by over 5,000 volunieers
theough the fiscal year. Bunk of
America will be a part of this volunteer
number by participating in a build day
at a donated property in Woodridge.

Following the Bank of America
build day, in December, DuPage
Habitat dedicated the Wocedridge
property to & single mother of one.
Tiffony heard aboit DuPage Habitat
through a close friend and attended an
informational session: at the end of the
surnimer. Her application was accepted
and she s now at the end of her 250
hours of sweat equity. Tiffony and her
son were thrilled to finully have
stability and a home, right in time for
Chrismmas.

“It'is through parmerships with
organizations like Habitat for

Humenity where we can help
homezownership become a reality for
families in need of affordable housing
and revitalize our local communities
neighborhoods,”

and said Tim

VILLA PARK RECREATION recantly held a Holiday Train Ride with
Santa and elves 1o the “North Pole” and enjoyed on-board aclivities
including caraling, visits with Santa, crafts, hot chocolate and cockie, and
a reading of “The Polar Express.” Pictured above are (left photo) Heid)
and Yaime Urieta, and (right photo} Hayden and Grace Roscoe.

MONTHLY SEMIOR LONCHEON IN VILLA PARK

Villa Park Parks and Recrestion
holds 2 monthly Birthday Bunch &
Lunch program for seniors at the
Cormmunity Reergarion Building, 320
E. Wildwood. The next gathering is
Thursday, Jan, 8, noon to 2:30 p.m.
Whether or not you are colebrating
your birthday the month you attend,
you are invited to join in the fun. After

lunch you <:n play bingo for gift
prizes and sing’ to. those celebrating
their birthday in January. The fee is $5
per person, payable at the door. RSVP
10 630-834-8525 one week in advance,
Birthday Bunch & Lunch is sponsored
in pamt by GM. Smith and Son
Realiors in Villa Park.

Maloney, Hlinois president, Bank of
America, )

In addition to the property donation
progeams through Bank of America
Home Loans, the Bank of America
Charitable Foundation has contributed
more than $22 million to Habitat’s
work around the world through a
national partnership launched in 2002.
Additionally, bank  employees
annoally contribute more than 30,000
voluntecr hours to help tehab and
build homes,

For more information on

‘parinering with DhuPage Habitat for

Humatiity, contact the DuPage Habitat
executive director, Dave Neary, at
doeary @dupagehabitat.org.

ENGAGED—

Katie Irle to marry
James Miene Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Trle of
Thomasboro, I, announce the
engagement of their daughter, Katie, 0
James Miene Ir., son of Mr. and Mrs.
Jin Miene of Villa Park.

The bride-to-be graduated from
Rantoul Righ School in 2063 and in
2007 from the University of Dlinois at
Urbana-Chempaign with a B.S. in
Humzn Development and Family
Studies. She is employed as a Pre-K
teacher.

Her fiancé graduated from
‘Willowbrook High School in 1997 and
in 2601 from the University of inoig
at Urbana-Champaign with a B.S. in
Finance. He is employed as a financial
analyst,

The couple got engaged on the
sidelines of Saldier Field befors the
Bears versus Packers game on Sept
28, 2014. -

An Aug. B, 2015, wedding is
planned in Champaign.

C.0.D. sixth largest due
to increasing enroliments

College of DuPage is ths fastest-
growing community collcge in the
nation ouiside of California among
colleges with enrollments greater than
10,000 students, according to a recent
report by Community College Week
Tagazine.

Based upon total headcount
¢nrollment figures from fall 2012 w0
fall 2013, College of PuPage grew 5.4
percent, from 26,156 swmdents to
28,627 students. This ranks College of
DuPage. sixth nationally behind five
California schools.

*This is a reflection of the excellent
work happening at Colluge of
DuPage,” said COD President Dr
Robert L. Breuder. “Our students
recognize the high quality education
they -are receiving from us while
understanding the economic valus of
attending 2 community college.”

The Community College Week
report comes on the heels of five-year
numbers released by the - Hlinois
Community College Board. Of the 3%
community college districts in Illinois,
the repori shows that College of
DuPage is the only college district to
grow Fuil Time Equivalent Smudent
(FTES) enrollment over the past five
years. Between fall 2010 and fall 2014,
COD grew FTES enrolliment by 6
percent. Duting that same pericd, the
state’s 39 community college districts
were down a toral of 13,1 percent.

The ICCB report also shows
growth at College of DuPage between
fall 2013 and fall 2014. During this
time, no other Tlinois community
college district added more headcount
than College of DuPage, which
increased by 849 students, a gain of 3
percent. The state {aggregate of all 39
community college districls) was
down in credit headcount by 4 percent.
During this same period, College of .
DuPage had the largest FTES growth
of apy Illinois community college
district, up 293 FTES or 1.8 percont.
The state (aggregate of all 3%
community college districts) was

down 4.8 percent in FTES.

“College of DuPage is clearly
fieaded in the right divection,” said Erin
Birl, chair of the COD Board of
Trustees. “Through curcful listening
and sirziegic planning, we nnderstand
what our students and community
need, and we continue to work hard to
provide u op quality educational
expericnee.”

For more information, call 630-
942-2371.

Former Lombard
resident appears
in literary journal

Laocal author Marjorie Sullivan Lee
has once again been included in Blood
end Thunder, the medical literary
journal of the University of Oklahoma
Medical School. Lee’s story entitled
“Pavimers, Not Caregivers,”
emphasizes the roles of herself and her
son, Kevin Lee.

In this era when aging and
disability concems could exist for
either or both of thetn, the Lees have a
wonderful arrengement. In spite of her
status as a 92-year-old person sharing
a household with her 53-year-old son
who is identified as a person with
Down Syndrome, their situation is a
parmership rather. then a care giver
situation for either of them.

This is the fourth time that Lee has
been included in the Blood and
Thunder publication, which revolves
around human interest prose, poetry
and art with a medical emphasis.
Although her contributions have heen
short essays, her theme continues to
be: “Life With Down Syndrome is
OK,” which is also emphasizexl on her
Web site.

ok
Our perfect companions never
have fewer than four feet.
~Coleite

“Something old,
Something nety),
Something borrowed,
Something biue..."
We'll make it

% Joe's Tailor

Hours: Mo, - Fel, 9:00-7:30 + Sat. 9:00-4:30
CS AY

L

Shop

10 Yorktown Comvenience Center
Lombard 630-495-4477
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Multiple Montini teams enjoy success in 2014

Some of Montini's athletic (sams
have developed into perennial powers
that contend for state championships
every year. The Broncos made runs for
state tifles in a number of sports in
2014. The wrestling and  girls
basketball seams caphured first-place
trophies in 2014. Some of Moniini’s
other teams enjoyed breakthrough
seasons in the past year.

The Broncos' wrestling program
won its seventh consecutive [HS A state
dual-meet championship on March 1,
defeating Geneseo 49-21 in the Class
24 final in Bloomington. The victory
gave the Montini program its 12th
1HSA state dual-roeet title since 2000.
Five Broncos won state titles at the
Class 2A individual state meet, which
cnded on Feb, 22 in Champaign.

Montini's girls basketball program
captured its fourth THSA Class 3A state
titles in five seasons when it scored a
57-44 win over Joliet Catholic iu the
championship game on March 8. The
Broncos won three stight Class 3A
titles from 2010-12 before seting for
the third-place trophy in 2013.

Montini’s gisls volleybal! team had
never advanced to a sectional final
before this year. The 2014 Broncos

Piayoii excitement...

advanced to and won a sectional title
on Nov, 6 before adding one more pest-
season win  two days later at a
supersecticnal to advance to the state
semifinals. Montini claimed the fourth-
place trophy in the Class 34
tournament and finished the year with
an overall record of 23-13,

The Broncos' softball pragram had
never advanced beyond the sectional
semifinals unti! the 2014 season.
Montini won three straight post-seasen
games this year to eam a spotin an
IHSA Class 3A sectional title tiit with
two-time state champion Glenbard
Secuth, The Broncos beat the Raiders
14-6 in the June 7 contest to win the
sectiona! title, Montini's season ended
twa days later with a 54 loss to S1.
Ignatius in a supersectional game,
Montini completed the season with a
27-11 record.

Another area team that enjoyed a
memorable season was Willowbrook’s
2013-14 girls basketball team, which.
produced a perfect 12-0 West Suburban
Gold Conference record and won the
program’s first conference title since.
the 199596 season, The Wariors
finished the season with an overzll
record of 23-5,

Photo by Chris Fox

THE MONTINI GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAM qualified for the IHSA

Another stae

-

Foncos...

Photo by Chris Fox

THE 2013-14 MONTINI GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM (above) won the IHSA Glass 3A stata charnpionship
on March 8 with & 57-44 victory over Joliet Catnolic Academy in the title game in Normal. The win gave the
Mentini program its fourth state title in five seasons. The Broncos won three straight championships from 2010
0 2012 before. claiming the thind-place trophy in 2013. Montini, which finshed the season with an overall record
of 34-2, made 11 of 20 shots from 3-point range against Jaliet Cathalic Academy. Senior Kelly Karlis, who made
faur 3-peinters, scared 16 points. Sophomore Lea Kerstein made three 3-pointers and scored 13 points. Senior
Kateri Stons, who also sank three 3-peint shots, added 12 points.

Class 3A stata semifinals with five straight post-season victories. The
above photo shows members of the Bronces celebrating their victory over
Timothy Christian in a sectional championship match at Nazareth
Acadermy on Nov. 6. Moniini defeated Timothy Christian 17-25, 25-22, 25-
22 1o advance to a supersectional final against Tinley Park. The Broncos
beat Tintey Park 25-13, 25-22 to earn a spot in the stata semifinals.
Montini's post-season run included a win over the Latin School of Chicago
on Ogt. 30. That victory gave the Broncos thair first regional title since
2002. Montini had never advanced beyond the sectional semifinals until
this year. The Broncos lost to Joliet Catholic Academy at the state
semifinals in Normal on Nov. 14. They lost to Breese Mater Dai in the third-
place match one day later and settled for the fourth-place trophy. Montini
finished the season with a 23-13 record.

State champion...

WILLOWBROOK SENIOR
Kelly McNamara {right) captured
the state champicnship in the 100-
yard butterily at the I[HSA girls state
swimming and diving mest in
Evanstan on Nov. 22. McNamara,
wha finished secend in the same
avent at the 2013 meet, won the
2014 title with her first-place time

of 5483 seconds in the
championship race. She became
the first member of the

Willowbrool/Addison  Trail swim
program—male or female—to win
an individual state championship.
McNamara competed in four
straight IHSA stale meets. She
swam on a qualifying refay team as
a freshman and placed sixth in the
100-yard butterfly event as a
sophamoere. McNamara began her
swimming career when she joined
the Villa Park Mariners summer
swim team as a Zyear old in 2004.

P
36-3...

KOLIE ALLEN {zbowve) of tha
Glenbard East girls tennis tsam
completed her freshman season
with an overall record of 36-3.
Allen, who won her fiest 31
matches of the season, won her
first three singles matches at tha
IHSA state meet an Oct. 23 and
added ane win in the consclation
round one day later. She won the
No. 1 singles tile at the Upstate
Eight Valley Conference Meat on
Qet.  10. Glsnbard East
sophomore Friscilla Palermo
made her second siraight trip to
the slate singles meet in 2014,
She won twe matches in the
main .draw of the meet and
finished the season with an
overall record of 26-4.

State run ne'r-up ‘es Phota by Ghris Fox

THE MONTINI FOOTBALL TEAM advanced to the IHSA Class
5A stale champlonship game for the sixth year'in a row In 2014. For
the second straight seascn, the Broncos lost to Springfield's Sacred
Heart-Griffin in the title contest. The undefeated Cyclones beat
Montini 29-14 in the 2014 championship game, which took place on
Nov. 28 in Champaign. The above phota shows (left to right) seniors
Leon Thormnton and Michael Reilley on the awards stand. Mentini,
which won four straight state titles from 2009 to 2012, finished the
| 2014 seasen with an overall record of 10-4.

Rams win regional championship...

THE 2014 GLENBARD EAST girls volleyball team (above) won an IHSA Class 4A regional
championship on Oct. 30. The Rams rallied to beat St. |gnatius Prep 24-26, 26-24, 26-24 in a regional final
at Little Village High Scheol in Chicage. The Rams trailed St. Ignatius in the third game before winning nine
of 11 points to close out the match. The victory gave Glenbard East iits first regional title in girls volleyball
since 2008. The Rams’ seasan ended in their next match—a loss to York in a seciional semifinal battie on
Nov. 4. Glenbard East finished the season with an overall recard of 25-13.




N

'

THE INUEFENDENT

*SPORTS

January 1, 2015 « 14

IC Catholic Prep splits conference games

Four players in
double figures for
Knights in victory

over Fenton
By Mike Milazga
Correspondent

The IC Catholic Prep boys
basketball team split a pair of
recenit Metro Suburban Con-
ference West Division games
before heading into the holiday
break.

The Knights scored a 61-45
win at home against Fenton, [C
led 11-3 after the first quarter
and 24-12 at halftime.

Will Lyles had 17 points and
nine rebounds for the Knights.

Rhashaun Epting added 14
points, while Troy Burrows had
13 points. Austin Reed chipped
in 11 points, nine rebounds, six
steals and four assists.
“Austin gave us a really nice
performance,” said IC coach TJ
Tyrrell, who also lauded Lyles’
effort that included four steals
and three blocks as well. .
Tyrrell was pleased with the
balanced scoring outpur. “It
was a balanced effort,” he said.
“We played very well. It was

‘nice to win at home. It was an

overall good effort from the
guys. 'm happy with what we
showed that game. We did a
better job overall of rebound-

ing and running our offense
and getting out in transition.
We had several factors working
in our favor there.”

The Knights aiso dropped a
70-36 MSC West decision to
Wheaton Academy.

“We had a great first half,”
said Tyrrell. “The guys were
really clicking. We had a nice
first quarter (1C led 19-17).
Wheaton  Academy made
some ' adjustments and: went
to a matchup zone and also
a box-and-one on Rhashaun,

We didn’t respond well to the

changes. We stopped running
our sets. We have to do a better
job when we get infto situa-

tions such as those and run our
offense, We've been working
at being able to adjust during
a game and sticking with what
works. We will be successful at
this. We want to. get to a point
where we’re not calling a time-
out when a team makes a run.
We've been siressing valuing
possessions, getting good looks
and being patient. We will be
better prepared for those situ-
ations.”

Tyrrell feels a loss like the
one to Wheaton Academy will
pay dividends down the line,

“Wheaton Academy was a
tough loss especially with how
hard the team played in the first

half,” he said. “But it opened
our eyes early in the season
to0 what we need to improve
on. If a loss like this happened
later in the season it could be
detrimentai. For us it happened
in game eight and we’ll go 0
work and build upon it.”

IC headed into -the holidays
at 5-3 overall and 1-2 in MSC
West play.

“It’s been kind of a tough
start to the conference season
but there still are plenty of
games left to bounce back,”
said ‘Tyrrell.

Epting had 22 points in the
Wheaton Academy game. Bur-
rows added 13.

Willowbrook wrestlers continue to excel

Verr, Rowland and
Jessen already
over 20-win
barrier; Rowand
named outstanding
wrestler at
Hoffman Estates
invite
By Mike Miazga
Correspondent”

The Willowbrook. wrestling
team continues to make great
strides on the mat.

The Warriors headed into
school break with a 13-7 dual-
meet record, which included
a 3-1 mark in West Subtirban
Conference Gold Division
action. )

Willowbrook scored a recent

Addison Trail-Willowbrook boy

Buzuayene picks
up JV win in 50
free; 400 relay

second at Rolling

Meadows
By Mike Miazga
Correspondent
The -Addison Trail-Willow-
brook boys swimming team
recently recorded a victory

over the Proviso co-op team.
“The guys swam all their off

44-26 WSC Gold win over
Hinsdale South and dropped a
close 33-30 conference deci-
sion to Morton. The Warriors
also took third out of 12 teams
at the Hoffman Estates invita-
ticnal.

On the individual front,
Matt Rowland and Jack Jes-
sen both sported 23-0 records
and both were ranked third
in the state in their respec-
tive weight classes, Rowland
at 152 and Jessen, a freshman,
at 170, ‘

Andrew Verr was 20-3 at
106 pounds and earned an
honorable-menijon state rank-
ing. Christian Chavez was
15-3 at 220 and also earned an
henorable-mention state nod.

Trevor Bell was 15-7 at 113
pounds, while Marcus Kru-

‘events,” said AT-Willowbrook

coach Neil Wahlgren. “It was
nice seeing. them in their off
events and still getting good
times. We worked the guys.
pretty hard before the meet
and it was nice to see them
work through everything.”
Wahlgren, in his first season
as ¢oach, likes what he has
seen from the group thus far.-
“T Yike the all-around com-
mitment,” he said. “We have
a smaller teamn and we have to

piczewicz was 14-7 at heavy-
weight and Alex Rego was
14-9 at 120. Jacob Seymore
was 4-1 at 138 pounds.

Rowland won the Hoff-
man Estates tournament and
earned outstanding wrestler
honors at that event.

Jessen also won the Hofi-
man Estates tournament and
did so by pinning a returning
senior state -qualifier who was
ranked eighth in the state at
the time,

In  Willowbrook's WSC
Gold win over Hinsdale
Sonth, Chavez pinned No. 2
ranked Josh King.

Willowbrook coach Bran-
don Murphy also was pleased
with the recent contributions
of seniors Austin Denz and
Seymore.

travel to a fitness center pool
to work out together. Every-
body is working hard and they
are working together.”
Wahlgren noted he has seven
freshman swimmers on the
varsity. “With seven freshmen,
it’s nice to see the leadership
from the older guys,” he said.
“The freshmen are improving
every day. From the first day
of practice until now there has
been a huge. difference.”
Wahlgren added- the team

“Austin had a 1-0 decision
against Addison ‘Frail that
helped us secure the dual-meet
win,” said Murphy. “Jacob
had missed the beginning of
the season with an injury and
came back in the lineup with
two crucial conference wins
against Hinsdale South and
Morton.”

“The guys are starting to
realize if they do the small
things right, positive results
will come,” said Willowbrook
coach Brandon Murphy. “The
team is working. hard and
adjusting to varsity wrestling.
We have many new faces in
the lineup this season.”

Murphy has been pleased
with the overall progress he
has seen since the beginning
of the season.

will roll up its sleeves and be
hard at work in the pool over
the holiday break.

“The guys have been work-
ing hard and they will work
hard during winter break,” he
said. “The yardage will be a
little more, but there will be
mere intensity. We will be
working on getting them into
racing strategies such as work-
ing on going all out in the
sprint events.”

AT-Willowbrook also

“With being a young team,
I have seen some real growth
from the beginning of the sea-
son,” he said. “The wrestlers
are adjusting to the speed and
intensity increase that comes
with being a varsity wrestler.
The team is very -dangerous.
They always are looking for
the fall and when we put up
bonus points we are a dan-
gerous team to wrestle. I am
very pleased with this team’s
progression. If you look at
each wrestler individually,
they all are improving. As
a team, we still are learning
to wrestle smarter with our
match awareness. The team
has been working on its phys-
ical and mental strength and
I'm pleased with the progres-
sion in those areas.”

s swimming team improving

enjoyed success at the 13-team
Rolling Meadows invitation-
al. The 400 relay team took
second. That group included
Ethan Wallace (Willowbrook),
Josh Qwak (Willowbrook),
freshman Zach Thompson
(Willowbrook) and Nick
Obrzut (Addison Trail). Wal-
lace, Qwak and Obrzut all are

juniors.
The  AT-Willowbrook 330
Soe SWIMMING, Page 16
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relay team placed fourth out
of 13 teams at Rolling Mead-
ows. That group includes Fresh-
man Patrick Florey (50 free),
Thompson (100} and Wallace
(200).

“The 350 relay was impres-
sive. We had two freshman in
it,” said Wahlgren.

Sophemore Jake Roucka also
has been swimming well of late.

“Yake is showing some great
things,” said. Wahlgren..

Waklgren likes the direction
the program is headed in the
near- and long-term.

“With those freshmen on
the varsity, hopefuily we get
another group in here like that~
and that will help us over the
next few years,” he said. “We’re
working on the little things. It
was nice to- switch it up in the
Proviso meet and see the guys
swim in other events they aren’t
used to and see if there are other
races they could help us out

- in. The Rolling Meadows meet
was a positivé with a couple
relays gettmg in the top four
and ‘we're getting overall best
times. Times are better than the
previous year and they only are
going to get better. We're doing
a lot of good things.”

Ome key highlight in the Pro-
| viso meet was the performance
of. Koji Buzuayene, who won
the 50 freestyle in the junior-
varsity competition.
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Ringing in the new year

SUBURBAN LIFE MEDIA

With the arrival of 2015, Suburban Life asked members of area commu-
nities to share their New Year’s resolutions.

“Make more time for “Not to sell my | “To continue to ensure
family and friends.” Chicago Bears season District 88 remains a
== | tickets for the 2015 = _;';' . cornerstone of pride in
!;": season,” .~ || -the community.”
g |
Elmhurst Fire Chief Jeff Bacidore NEDSRA Marketing Coordinator DuPage High School District 88
Bruce Flowers Superintendent Scott Helton
~ . “Tospend quality b= “'{1 “Like many, to lose “I hope to find maore
time with my wife and 3 some weight,” , time to exercise. | do
children.” ’“‘% ; exercise; however,
- I would like to do it
oo g more often.”
Villa Park Village Manager Villa Park Police Chief Bob Pavelchik  Villa Park Fire Chief Ronatd Rakosnik
Rich Keehner Jr.
“To be positive “To carve out more
throughout the day time to spend with
and to be an example family and friends.”
to those around me to
do the same.” AN
Lombard Town Centre Lombard Historical Society

Executive Director Sarah Richardt Executive Director Natalie Troiani

YOUR WEEKEND FORECAST S
Friday Saturday Sunday
High: 20 High: 33 & High: 21
Low:=23 | 4.p000 lowll > Low:4
Partly sunny, slightly warmer | Cloudy with rain ard snow Partly sunny, chance of snow

NEWSTIP? CONNECT WITHUS

Do you have a news tip or story =3 ON FACEBODK:

idea? Call 630-368-1100 or email [i facebook.com/
=~ mysuburbanlife

msleditorial@shawmedia.com.

SHAW “Seningour ﬂ oNTwITTER:

“mee - communities to @mysuburbarilife
make them better places to live.”

GET YOUR WEATHER DAILY: Sign up for our daily email newsletter and get today's weather forecast
delivered directly to your email inbox. Visit mysuburbaniife.com/email today!

GET TEXT ALERTS:
visit
% MADE IN THE US.A. shawurl.com/texts

Linda Weber

630-779-6606 cell

RESIDENTIAL RRTUERAGE Euckid Ave,

$269,000 Huge yard and family voom  5650,000 4 Bedroowm TownHouse

Client Review
I can’t put into words how happy and thankful T am
to have met Linda. Throughout the whole process
she was my rock and T couldn't have done it
without all of her hard work end dedication. Even
when 1 couldn’t decidy where T wunted to move and
wanted 10 give up, she was so supportive and
belped guide me in the right direction while
keeping my best interests in mind, She made my
first homie buying experience vory easy which [
i never though was possible. She always treated me

- ‘]_1-2 ]Q M)I'I'ﬂ Ave, Elmhu-rst like family and [ know T can always tum to her for

guidanes now and in the futre.
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